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GENTLEMENy . ; ' /.;/'. 

THE epifcopal clergy in this city, together with a committee, appoifiiJt 
ed by tj»c wpftry of (Jhrift-jPhuroh *nd S^t.-Pet^'f, and ^notlier Com-^ • i . 
jnittee, appoii^tej^ by |;l|e^vcftpy_of 3t«J*aul>X'hurcli, iii the. ifalne city:^*\*.' 
for the purpoie'of propofmg a plan of ecclefiaftical governments^ beifig;^ • *'< 
now affemblcd, arc of opinion, that a fubjed of fuch importilncc ought. ./'^^ 
to be taken up, if poflible, with the general concurrence of the epifcopa- .. * •■ 
lians in the United States. ' j*. .\ •'" 

They have therefore • Mfolvcd, as ptepantory te-a mcral conftiltatioifh . *•. - 
to requeft the church-wardens and vcftrymen of each epifcopal congr*"-^ • 
gation in the ftatc, to delegate one or more of their body, to airmlaM^ 
a meeting, to be held in this city, on Monday, the SAth day^ 6f l^aS's \' !^.^ 
next ; and fuch clergymen as hay? parochial cvrc in thcfaia congregatito'n/jY- •!* . •''' 
to attend the meetings ; which tiiey hope will contain a full reprcfchtatidnii . , ' ^ . 
of the epifcopal church in this,^ate. The above refolvc, Gentlc>aef>; ^^'\ ' 
firft flep in their procee4ii)£S} they now refpe^fvilly and s^o^lkioii^ti^ly; . : . 
communicate to you. ,.'"'• 

. , &igme4i in hihalf of the body now affembU'i^ '.■'•' 

. ; ■ ' W/WHITE, pHiijraan, .j- • 

Refolvedy That a circuUr'lctt<;r be fcnt tp foi^ one g^alUman in ipafllj of^^ ;. "'. 
the faid congregatiopfi^ an^jr, that copies of the (fpie be left witl> l^he ciyaiivr =* .'i ; 
man, the relpeftive direftions to be fuppUe4 b)^liim, ^fter due fnqniry.i*'- * • 
an4 that the letter be a^ foUpw^, vU. ._.. ■ ■ / " , 

■ *^^' ■ ':''.... ^ ■''■.■ • :/^/;.''S^<;i!--. 

THE body herein mentioned, beiog informed that you are a membeV* 
of the epifcopal church in , and 4lw?ys reijay to attend to iisf', ',-' 

concerns, tal^c the liberty of requefting ypu to <JcUvcr the cnclofed, ' S ."* , • 

Signed, in behalf of the Jai4 My, -V ' V'. •**•'• 

W. WHITE, Chairman.-'-;- •; ' 

Refolved, That the lctte:rs addrefTsd to the chutchc* formerly include^i inf • <.<■ ';} 
the.miffipn of Radnor, be inclofed under cover to tbp Rev. WiUiiim Ct^r). 0''^ * 
rife, their' former paftor, and' that the clergy be defired to accompa^t^Fu^lV . *• ' 
them with .a letter to th? fai4 reverend gentlciaap, rc^ue^ing his affiftai^Q?*''' ^\ .• 
at the propiofed meeting. .* '^' '• 'V '•*;-!" .V"- 

Rfoived, That as the Rev. Jofeph Ilutchins is the Minifter of thc'chtifcHjii-"*. -^ ■/* .. 
formfrly included in the miffipn of Laticafter^ the QirqiUar letter 'h^j^jjlj^*^*/;.*.].'. 
drelfed to him, and not to the church-w^rii€ft§ ai>d Yfifti-ymcA of the lli? .!I^% " V 
c<5ngre?'?tions, ... ■ ;! *W vj**'" v '^ 

Refolved, That it be recopipierided to t^e yeilries, un^cf whofe ^pjiqiM^fwJv .^/:.'-. . .' .; 
m'cnts theic proceedings are made, to. caufe the fame to be, read to Acir.V /T.v.. ..• 
refpeftive congregations on Eafler^Mond^y, ^t thiQJjc 'PQ^kiwl el^&icj^.M\.^'f,J, '" 
church-wardens and veftrymen. The chairroapvas Cl?ipAwerc4 V^.*^^J.'Si'"&t.' *-' 
meeting, at any time previous to Rafter. ■ ' •', r.''}''\.\'fW''''' 

Adiourned. •'» ••* "' . 

■ -^ • • .r -M". \ 
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At tie Houft of the Rev, Dr, White, April 6M, . X7&4. 

Ttic clergy and coiftmittecs met. 

The chairman reported, that he had forwarded lettcrj to every church, 
of which he' could receive information ; and that there were two fmall 
congregation^, whicli were never provided with an incuinhent, of which, 
he had not yet been able Xo afcertain, whether they lie in Chcfter county, 
or io the.ftate.of Pelaware: He was defired to make further enquiry; 
and, in cafe they ftiouid be found tpbe in Chcfter county, to invite them 
to the intended meeting. 

The foreg;t>ing is a true journal of the proceedings of the cpifcopai 
clergy, and committees from the veftries of the cpifcop^l churche* in ?hU 
ladeiphia, at their different meetings. 

Signed, in behalf of the /aid body, 

W. WHITE, Chairman.- 

P. S. It appearing that the Rev. Mr. Illing was the miniftet of the epif- 
copal church in Caernarvon and Pequea, and that the Rev, Mr, Mitchcl 
had gathered a congregation at Fort Pitt, 4;he clergy wrote to thofe gentle- 
men, inviting them to the meeting, together with delegates from their 
veftries, the committees of the two veftries being at that time diifolved by 
the cle^ion at Eafter. 

CHRJST^QHURCH, May i^th, 1784, 

- In comfequcnce of a circular letter, written by the clergy and commit-. 
tees from the veftries of the epifcopal churches in this city, fundry geatlc- 
men aflenibltd, at the aforcfaid time and place. 

PRESENT. 
From Chriji-Omrch and St. feter^ Rev. William White, D. D. Rev. 

Rpbert BUckwell, Mr.' Matthew Clarkfon, Mr. William PoWard, 

Dr. Clarkfon, a»d Mr. John Chaloner. 
from $(. Pai^'% Church, Rev, Samuel Magaw, D. D, Mc. Lambert Wil- 

mer, and Plunket Fleefop, Efquire. 
St. James's, Brijlol, Mr.'Chriftopher Menick. 
Trinity-Churchy Oxford, Mr., Benjamin Cixttman. 
AlUSaints^ femapecka^ Mr. Benjamin. Johnfon. 
St. Paul's, Chejhr, Dr. Wnu Currie and Mr. James Withy. 
Frcm Sty Davii^^ Radnor, . B,ichard Willing, Efquire. 
From St, Peter' Sy in the Valley, Mr. John Francis. 
Frpnf Sx. Martin'Si. Marcus-Book^ Mr. Jafcph MarfhaU, 
Some other gc'nxlemcn being exp«£led, the company adJQurned till the 
next Tcioxviiji^i xo o* clock. 

, C H R I ST-C HU RC H, Tutfday, May ^^tk,^ l^^, 

The gentlemen met, according to adjournment ; prefent alfo, 

From St. James's, Lancafter, Rev. Jps. Hutchins and W. Parr, EfqUTC. 

Front St. Jdmesh, Perkioming, Dr. Robert Shannon And Mr, John Bean. 

From Sf. John'i, New-London, Mr» Jfohu Wade, 

From Hknthtpon Churchy York Cou'vXf,' Mr. Jofcph Folks. ; 

' * ■ '' The' 
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The Rev. Dr. White was chofen chairman, and Mr. WilUm PolUrd, 
clerk. ' . .. : 

The gentlemen affembled, after fon>e conyerration concerning a concur- , 
rencc with tHeir brethren in the other ftates, in means for the prefervation 
of their communion, agreed to appoint a committee to confiQer the mat-, 
tcr more maturely, and to report. at 3 o'clock, P. M, , . 

The cbihmi'ttee appointed cpnfifted of the clergy. Dr. Clarkfdn, Mr. 
Parr; Mr. Willing, Mr. Fleefon and Dr. Shannon. 

Rejhlvedy That each church fhall have one vote, whether reprefcntcd by 
one or more perfons ; or whether two or more united congrcgj^tion? be 
reprefcntcd by one man, or fet of men. 

Adjourned. 

Three o'Clock, P. M. 

The committees m(*t. 

The Hon. James Read, Efquire,.from St. Mary's church, Reading, and 
Mr. George DouglaCs, from St. Gabriel's, Morlatton, in Berks' county, 
joined the meeting. 

The committee appointed in the morning reported, 95 follows : 

" That they think it expedient to "appoint a ftanding committee pf the 
epifcopal' church in this Itate, conHfting of clergy and laity; that the 
faid committee be empowered to correfpond and confer with reprefenta- 
tives from the epifcopal church in the other ftates, or any of them ; and 
affift in framing an ecclefiaftical government ; that a conftitation of cccle- 
fiaftical government, when framed, be reported to the fcvcral congrega- 
tions, through their refpeftive miniftcr?, church- war4cns and veftry men , 
to be binding on all the congregations confenting to it, as fopn.as a ma? 
jority of the congregations (hall have confented ; that a majority of the 
committee, or any lefs number by them appointed, be a quorum ; that 
they be defired to keep minutes of their proceedings; a^dthat they ^c 
bound by the follow inj^ inftruftions, or fundamental principles; 

Firfi. That the epifcopal church in thefe ftates is, and ought' t9 be, inr 
dependent of all foreign authority, ecclefiafticai or civil. 

Second. That it- hath, and ougnt to have, in common wifh all other re- 
ligious focieties, full and excluhvc powers to' regulate the concerns of its 
own communion. 

Third. That the doftrines of the^ofpel b^. maiijtainedj'as now profeffed. 
by the church of England; and uniformity of worlhip cprftinued, ^s 
near as may be, to the liturgy of the faid church. 

Fourth. That the fiicceflion of the miijiftry be agreeable to the ufage, 
which requireth the three orders of biftipps, priefts, and deacons ; that the 
rights and powers of the fame, refpeftively, be afcertained ; and that they 
be exercifed, according to reafonable laws, to be duly made. 

Fifth. That to make canons, or laws, there be no other authority, than 
that of a reprefentstive body of the clergy and laity conjointly. 

Sixth. That no powers be delegated to a' general ecclefiafticai govern- 
ment, except fuch, as cannot conveijicmly be exercifed by the clergy and 
laity, in thfcir refpcftivc congregations." 

The above report, after having been confidered by paragraphs, was 
adopted ; and the committee chofen iii qonfequencc thereof were a^ fql- 
low : The Rev. Dr. White, the Rev. Pf. Magaw, the Rev. Mr. Ifutghiiis, 
the Rev. Mr. Blackwell; Matthew' Ciarkfon, Plunket fleefon, Richard 

Willing, 



Digitized by VjOO^IC 



[ 7 ] 



Williog, ai^d the Hon. James .Read, Efquires; Dr. Gerardua Clarkfon« 
Dr. Robert Shannon, Mr. John Chaloncr, and Mr. Benjamin Johnibn. 
Then the meeting of the committees ended. , , . . 

CHJUI^T-rCHURCH, MaytiSth, 1784* 

Th^ ftanding .committee of .|.he epifcopal church met for the firft time ; 
prcfent, 

Rev. Dr. White, Rev. Mr. Hutchins, Rev. Mr. BJatkwell, Mr. Read, 
Mr. Fleefon, Mr. M. Clarklon^ Mi:., Chaloner, Dr. • Shannon, and Dr. 
Clarkfon. / 

The Ret. Dr. White was:ekSe4 chairman ; Dr. Clarfifon was chofen 
clerk. 

Jt(/blvidf That thctdfairmifa iddclerk be, and they «re hereby, requeued 
to procbte three hundred cojnes-of the minutes, ' under which the commit- 
tee- .«£lj to he printed immddiateiy. 1 

Rcjolved, That a minutc^boblf hk provided for thit committee ; and that 
the. pi9cieedingsy which led to their appointment, be copied therein. 

The chairman was defired to forward a printed copy of the i^rocccdings 
of.th^ late meeting, to every con^egation of the epifcopal church in the 
iUte. .' ■ 

Adjourned. 

CHRIST. CHUKCM, September xj, 1784. 

The committee met, in cdn£equence of notice f torn- ^he- chairran ; 
pre/e|it, ■ .'>.. »'••• 

Rfiv. Dr. White, Rcv.^Dr, Magiaw, Rev. Mr. Bfeckwell; Mr. ReatJ, 
Mr. Fleclbn, Mr. M. CUrkfon^ Mr.. Willing, Mr. Chaloner." 

Rcfolved, That all the powers of this committee be, and ^hcy are hereby, 
c6ni'eycd to fuch of their members, or a majority of them, as Ihall be 
pfefcnt at a rhecting of clei^gy and' others, to be hejd m the. city of Newi 
Vbi^^/'oh Tuefday, the 5th qf^ O^o^cr next ; theic powers to continue 
dunn^ their ftay in faid city. " / •'< 

• Rfjihedl That the members be diVc^ed to requed of the aforefaid meet- 
ing, that Samuel Powel, Erquire/ who will be in New-York on the faid 
5tn of bftober, may be jprefcnt at' their deliberations, that the conunittee 
may receive the benefit ot his advice. 

Refihedy That the fanie rcqueft be made in favor of the Rev, John 
Campbell, lately fettled in this ftatc, as a clergyman^ Ihould he be at the 
iiaid meeting. 

Adjourned. ,..,., ' ' i • • 

: NEW. YORK, Oaoberethdnditkyi^^i.'' 

The committee afferoble^, agreeably to the poyrers ycfted in them by 
tbeir appointment, and by thcyote^oflthe comniit(jee.Al;- their laft meeting^ 
in Iliiladelphi'a ; prefent, * . : > 

. Rev, pr., White, Rev. .Dr.:,Magaw, Matthew Clackiafl, and Richard 
WilUngj, Efquircs; alfo, by 4cfirp> . Samuel ppwcJL at»d Richard Peters 
Kfquires. " ' ... ' j 

The 
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Tfie co^Mitt^l; j6iried in conference and deliberation with fundfy cler* 
gyvxQ and '<rthcr« from the epifcoJ«rI cborclt in feveral ftatesj of which 
the following was the refult; - 

JOURNAL of a Vonvention of Ci^f^yntin and Lay-ie^viies of the Protejiant ' 
£pifc0pal Chutch h ihe United States tf America^ hefd in New^Yffri; &&ober 
€thandjth^ l^^^.. , . . - . 

t 1 S T or ' M E M S E k S. 

frm Uajachujttts ^nd Rhi)de-Ifiandy Rer^SamBel Parker, A. M. : 

ConneSiicuty Rev. John R. Marftiall. 

New^Y4)rk^ Rev. Samud Trov«oft,- A. M. Rev. Abraham Beadi, A.-W. 

Rev. Benjamin Moore, A. M. Rdv. Joihoa filoonacrf A. M; J^v, 

Leonard Cutting, A. M. Rev. Thoxnaa Moore, Hon. JaiheS' D«atK^ 

Marinus Willet, and John Alfopj KCquires, 
Nexv-Jerfey^ Rev. X^t^X Ogden, Mc. Samuel Sprag^, John De Haft,. and 

John Chetwood, Efquires. 
fennfylvama. Rev. William White, D. D. Rev.. Saniuel Magaw, iX 0, 

Rev. Jofeph Hutchins, A. M. Matthew Clarkfon, Richard Willing, 

Samuel Powel, and Richard Peters, Efquircs. 
Dclazuare, Rev. Sydenham Thome, Rev. Charles Wharton, Mr. Robert 

Clay. 
Maryland, ^i^r,tV/imm Smith, Ti.t>, ' 

^ A The Rev. Mr. Griffith, from the fbte o£ Vitgittii,- ivaf 'pft!r<li!fr, 
ty permiifion. The clergy of that ftate, being reftri£led by laws f ek iti 
f<»fcc there, were not at .litftrty to fend dHegatfes, or con^n'i to any-Kltek^a-^ 
tions in the ordei?, gp^ernmem, dodrine, oviworihip of fibft chlurch*;;'^ ■ • 

'"tTie tody now affiembled recommeYld to t^e clergy and congregations of 
theiv coiftmiiriion irt.the ftates reprefented* ^s above, and pfopofe to thofc 
of the ftales not rcprefented, — that as toon as they Ihall have Qrgai]|i;^ecl 
er affoeriatfed themfdlves in the ftates, to which they refpeftively' )?elopg, 
agreeably to fuch rules as they fhall think proper, tney unite in a gjen^ral 
ccclefiaftical eonftitutton, ott the following furtdampntal principles. ' ' 
'- Pirfl. That there be a general coiiventian of the cpifcopal ohureK m the 
United Sfartcs o^ America. 

Second. That the epifcopal church in each ftate fend deputies to the con- 
♦iention, (?oi3(iftin|fdf clergy and laity. ^ '. , . " 

"Third.' That itflScislted congregations in two or more Aates |nay Tenci 
deputies jointly. - . 

Fourth, That the faid church ftiall maintain the doftrines of the goTpcl, 
as now held by the church of England ; and (hall adhere to the liturgy of 
the faid church, fis far as (hall b« GOfififtotaC^^/^th tHe Aiherican revolu- 
tion, and the cdnftitutions of the refpeftive ftates., 
\ lifth» Thai m;eve#y toi?, where there ftiall be a biftiop duly cOiifecratedi 
^d fettled,' ha fhtt}} be eonfidered as a member of the convention, ex 
officio. . , ' " ' J • ' ' 

' T Sixth. That tbedetgf »id hity afR:mbyedih^ convention, ftiaU.deliW^c 
iH'Oturbody,^ Irtit -fliaU vote ^rately ; sintl the concunrcnct^jf both Ihali 
be neceffary to give validity to every meafure. * ' ' 

L :: . Seventh, 
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Seventh. That the lirft meeting of the convention fhall be at PhiladeU 
phia, the Tucfday before the Feaft of St. Michael next ; to -which it is 
'hoped and earneilly deiired, that the epifcopal churches in the fevcral 
.f^tes w^ir fend thn^ clerical and lay^ejputies, doly inftfu^d and au- 
thorized to proceed on the neceflary l>uunefs, herein propoied for thtfir 
deliberation. 

Signed^ by order of the convention. 



Adjourned. 



WIliriAM 5MitH, D. I>. Prcfedcnt. 



f HJLAJDELP HiAy -Febrmrj jth, 1785. 

The committee met at the houfe of the Rev. Dr. White ; prcfcnt, th* 
Rev. Dr. White, Rev. Dr. M»gaw* Rev. Mr. Blackwell, Mr. Read, Mr. 
M; Clark fon, Mr. Chaloner, and Dr. Clarkfon. 

After due (deUberati^n, it wae 

Refolved, That there be fent toi every clergyman and congregation of thrf 
epifcopal church in the ftate, .an account of the proceedings of this com- 
mittee, in concurrence with fundry clergymen and others, at a meeting in 
the city of New-Yorkj tm the €th tttd ^th clays of Oftobcr laft ; that it 
be recommended, that the clergy, and deputies from the feveral congre- 
gations, affcmble in Chrift-Church, in this city, on Monday, the 23d day of 
May next, al eleven o'clock in the forenoon, in. order to orginize the 
epifcopal church in this ^ate,' agreeably to the intentions of the body af- 
fembled in New-York, as aforelaid ; and that it be recommended to the 
veftries to dcclart, Bt focne congrejgatiofial meeting, the obje£fc of the in- 
tended meetine in May, and to propofe to the congregations, to eaabjfi 
th^ to fend oeputlesj duly authorized; to the faid meeting. 

Adjourned. 
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JOURNALS 

O F T H K 

FIRST, SIX CONVENTIONS 

OF THE 

Proteftant Epifcopal Church 

i If T H S 

STATE OF PMNNSTLFANIA. 



Journal of the Firft Convention. 

PHILADELPHIA.Mayi^d,!';^. 

IN confequence of a recommendation from fundry of the clergy and 
laity, affemblcd at New-York, Oftobcr 6th and 7th, 1784, for organiz- 
ing and alTociating the clergy and congregations of the proteftant epifco- 
pal church in the different ftates, the following gentlemen met in Chrift* 
Church, in the city of Philadelphia, on Monday, May 23d, at ix o'clock^ 
A. M. 
The Kev. Dr. William White, reOor of Chrift-Church and St. Peter's, 
Rev. Dr, Samuel Magaw, reftor of St. Paul's, Rev. Robert Black- 
well, afllflant minifter of Chrift-Church and St. Peter's, Philadelphia. 
Rev. Dr. William Smith, reftor of All-Saints, Pemapecka, and Trinity- 
Church, Oxford. 
Rev. Jofcpb Hutchins, rcftor of St. James's, Lancafter. 
Rev. John Campbell, reftor of York and Huntington churches. 
Jofeph Swift, Efquire, deputy from Chrift-Church. 
Samuel Powel, Efquire) deputy from St. Peter's. 
Plunket Fleefon, Efquire, Mr. John Wood, Mr. Andrew Doz, deputies 

from St. Paul's. 
Edward Hand, Efquire, deputy from St. James's, lancafter. 
Mr.. John Francis, deputy from St. Peter's, Tredyffryn. 
Mr. Nicholas Jones, deputy from St. Gabriel's, Morlatton. 
• Mr. Jacob Amton, deputy from All->Saints, Pemapccka, and Trinity- 
Churchy Oxford. 
Hon. James Read, Efquire, deputy from Reading, Berks county. 

i The 
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The following gexttkvn£n«' Viz, Mr. Swift, Mr. Powel, Mr. Fleefon, 
Mr. Wood, l^r. Doz;^ Mr. Hand, Mr. Jones, and the Rev. Mr, Campbell, 
produced their credentials, which were read, and ordered to be recorded ; 
after which the CQUycotipa proceeded to the choice of a prcfideat and fe- 
creury; when the Kev. Dr. White was unan^moufly chofcn prefident, 
and Mr. Powel, fecr^aiy. 

Adjourned to 4 o'clock, P. M. . 

Four o'clock, P. M. 

The convention met. 

Refolved, That the Prcfident, the Rev, Dr. Magaw, the Rev. Mr. Camp- 
bell, Mr. Shippen, and Mr, I^and, be a committee, to prepare an aft of 
zifociatioa ot 4he defgy and congregations of the protcftant epifcopal 
church ia the =ftate of Pennfylvania, who fhall meet in convention, 
- The committee -Was inftr'udled to regard the following points, as funda- 
mentals for their proceedings, they haying b^n unanimoufly agreed to 
by the convention. 

firft. That the clergy and lay-deputies vote, as two diftinft orders. 

Second. That a clergyman cannot vote, as the reprefentative of his par- 
ticular church ; but that a lay-4eputy or deputies be fent, to reprefcnt 
each ccmgregation'. • 

Third, That eacji- congregation be entitled to a vote ; and that where two 
congregations are united, each congregation Ihall be entitled to a vote, 
and ihall fend a deputy or deputies. 

Fourth. That' the convention meet annually, on fuch day as fhall be de» 
clared in a law of rule, to be made by the next convention for that purpofe ; 
and that the next meeting fliall be held in Chrift-Church, Philadelphia, on 
Monday, the 2 2d day of May, 1786, at ii o'clock, A. M. 

Fifths That fuch or the members of the convention, as are met on the 
day of the annual meeting, (hall be a quorum; in which quorum the 
votes of the majority fhall be decifive. 

Adjourned tiU 11 o'clock the next morning. 

CiniIST^'CHURCH,May2^tk,t'jB5, 

The convention met. 

Pr. Robert 3hffitnon, deputy from St, James's, Perkioming, took his 
feat in the convention. 

The committee ap^inted yefterday, to prepare an a£l of affociation of 
the clergy and congregations of the protcftant epifcopal church in the ftate 
of Penn(ylvai)ia) who ihall meet in convention, reported that they had 
made a draught of the fame ; which being read, and confidered by para- 
graph^ was agreed to, and is as follows. 

** Whereas, by the late revolution, the protellant epifcopal church in 
the United States of America is become independent of the ecclefiaftical 
jurifdi£lion in England ; in confequence whereof, it is neceifary for the 
clergy and congregations of the faid church to aifociate themfelves, for 
iQaintainii^g umformity in divine worfiiip, for procuring the powers of 
ordination, and for euablifhing and maintaining a fyllem of eccleiiaftical 
government : , _ 

. ** And i^h^reas, at a meeting of fundry clergymen and lay-deputies 

fcom &indry congregations of the protcftant epifcopal church in this ftate, 
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Digitized by 



Google 



[ " ] 



our Lord 1784, there was appoiiitsd.a cmnilMttcer tfc/^confer and correfpodd 
with reprcfentatives from the chwth in tbe«kcf AaMs, for the pwpofe of 
conftituting an ecdcfiaftical govrtiwheiit, agweaWytd eeftam inftmaious 
or fundarvetitat prificiptea ;( ... •' , ' > .< * ' 

" And whereas the faid comnaittee, being affemWtdin the city of New- • 
York, on the 6th and 7th days of OAobcr; i* the foifirt yeai-^ did concHr 
with clergymen and lay-deputies from fundry ftatcs, in propofmg a con- 
vention from all the ilates, tp b<? held in the dty of Philadelphia, on the 
Tuefday before the Feaft of St. Michael next enfuingi in w,i^ to imke in 
an ecckfiaftical coa^itution,- agrcc^l^ly tojc.Qft^itt ^updaxnf^fitail pftncipiks 
expFciled in the faid propoiiil \. , / .< 

" And wheteas the body, whkh afljembkd, as afovfifaid* ift New- 
York, did jr^ommcod to the clwucfc >n the feveral fete*, jth#t^ previoufty 
to the faid intended meeting, tb^y fhould organize* ^r.^ffociAte them- 
f^lves, agreeably to fuch rul^ as,t^y,fball think ^si^tx.\ . 

" It IS therefore hereby determined ana declared by. the ckrgy, who 
do now, or who hereaflc;r ^\\i Agn thi& a£l, and by^be con^tgations, 
wlfucH do, now, or ^^hich hereafter (bsjlt confienfcjto ih.U a£l; cither by its 
being ratified by their Tefpic£l:iv^,,vd\;jifs,,or by itfi'ly;iffi|} figtmd by (hear 
deputies duly authorized, that the (aid clergy and congjifgaitons fhall be 
called and known by the Aaso^ of|The,prottfftantepi^o{Mlchatch>intbe 
ilateof Pennfylvania. ,.',.•;,... 

'f And it is hereby further determined and declared* , biy this faid clergy 
acwi congregations, that t^ro fhall be, a convention of tbe (aid chnrcn; 
which convention IhalL conCiii of all the clergy o£ th^>faibe^ alidtif lay^* 
deputies ; and th^ all the 9^ ^4 prcKeedidgS oi the /aid- QomvcBtioa ihadi . 
be confidered as the a^ls andpi^oceedin^ of , the prot^ft^t epifcopal cboarc^ 
in lihis>fiate; provided alwaya, that; the, f4me ftiaU>bo<:(>mii!fl£nt with the 
fundamental principles agfcmoOta^thf tr^oafove&id mfBetings, in Phila- 
delphia and New-York. 

" And it is hereby further 4etef»^^ed and decliarff^) byithe i»d clergy 
and congregations, that each congregation may fend to the convention a 
deputy, or deputies, for each, cofi^re^ation ; , and ,np con^egation may 
fend a clergyman, as their deputy ; and each congregation reprefented in 
convention Ihall have one vote. . , .• 

" Aod it is hereby further detetnmMd aiiid d«cll¥e4tb<jrtlf6 fiiict clergy 
and congregations, that the clergy and lay-deputies- f ift- eot^iftion fliafl 
deliberate in. one body, bot Iha^J vote as two difti^ft dfdcrst and that 
the coacurxenec of botn orde<& ihall b« n^teffefy, t<» ^vcTH^iuEity to «very 
nieafure; and fuch clergymen, and- )a)fid«|Mde» as> ftfaW-, aft^aiiytihtte, be • 
duly afiFeinblcd ia convention, fbaJl be at^uottfuif' srtid €Mft ijWry'^eftion,' 
the votes of a majority of thofe pMfettC^ GC'lh««Wi»brtJw»re^6kifveIy, 
>fhall.dc€id«, . •• ■ ' ■ ^.- \'< ' 

'• And it is hereby furtifiar deterowiced 8tidded«ired,>-by iShc/sriFd tlergy ' 
nnd con^egations, lihat ailfndi clovgymven, as ^^Xif^iestetHfitt^i fettled' iafs 
4hc mfBiAtra of the congregations ratifying this afty iltaUhave tfcc feihe 
priviilegesr.aiid be fubjeS tothe {«iieregalatU>n«, '««'«keelefgy'iM»w fnb* 
fcribing the feuuc. . .i :. ; t .... . » 

" And it is hereby further determined and declared, by the feid cidrgy 
and congregations, that the conventuni fhatk meet oil' Mbao^, the twenty, 
/ccond day of May^ in the year of o|ipLord 1786, att4 -^Qr ever aft«p, ««• 

fuch 
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fuch annual day, and at Ibch 6Chev tvAea; ihd at tach )dioe, ran (halllse 
fixed by iutufCtoleibf the convemioa. : • - 

" And it is hereby further deteriiilnfd and ddclared^ by the fard dergy 
and congregations, that, if the clergy and congregations of any adjoining 
Aate or ftates Hiall defire to unite ^tk ihe church in this date, agreea- 
l^ly to the I'und^niental -principles eft^bliibed at the aforefaid ineeting in 
New-York, then the coiivention Ihall have power to adifii^ tl^e (aid clergy, 
and deputies ; from th« cenerogatioius q^ (uch adjoining (late or Hates, to 
have the ("ame privileges, and to be fubje^to the fame re^uIaUons^. a^ the 
/dergyandc0ngi;^jjation«inthis ftat(v" jj \ . - < 

• Adjourned to 7 o'clock, P, M^ •- ■,'■•■■. 

' ■• -. ' T ,',- ,• .. . :,.■.' -v • \ . ' • , ■ 

Seven. oX^ofK^' M. 

The co^yentjbpjj ;inct,. and fubfcribcd, the abpve afts yhi.cli )ias.^^ee« 
^nce figiied by others, ilot mem F ^ '^'^ ''" 

/^^/i^r^i^^jTfiajjdeputies be fern 
be held' in this' city, bn^tfter Ti 
next enfvmg^ ^^tl^ the, Rev. 
Blackwell,;mi^ejijps/ajid Camp 
the cleriqal i^eputies. ; and that 
Atlee, Jalper."^^altes', Stephen CI 
John Clark, Archibald M'Crew 
Jofeph Swift. Efqjiir^s,. and Dr, 
IJoz, John Wood, Nicholas t 
them as can ^attppd* be, and thi 
to the faidf general convention. ... . ^^ 
" Jiefohed^ tfiat the Rev, Drs, ^yfi^^^and Maga\v:/the/Rc;v,!^^^^^ 
well, Wfr; PbweVrlif. Swift and linJ)pi^ ^e, and they, 0r aiw.il^cj^.of. 
them, are ap|K?in^r a committee, to c'ar|-yop ailneecJffjry.oof^^p^^'^encei' 
to fup€rintei$ tf^e .printing of the a^ of a{tociatiQn,.and to. ^rarirjT;^it live, 
ftme to the feveral congregations in jJpjis.^^.; and^„in;gen.era^^tCrtranj{a4, 
all bu-rmefs relative to the concerns of the protellant cpiicop'al It^Jiyrclt 
inthellateof PenAfylvania.. _ ^ . ^ i, ; r^ : - :> - 

The converitioQ then broke up, ?..,,.,.,.;. •• ', /,• V u o '• • 

JoURfe'AX of the Second Conveiiiioij;., 

' ' P'kfLAD£.L PHJA.'M^y %^d, 1786! ! / \ , .. 

:SUN.Dl&yi»ewbcrs of the ptotkAant epifeopal chikfcb:;hi the ftate 

of Pennfylyaiua^.afiembtled in ChriftXhUcch ; and sfter f(ini^> ^bnverfa. 

tioBii th^r adjnunted^ to; meet tfaa^«if3^l day, at 10 o'chKfi; diat ttiorc 

time migb^bs gWto forlbetcom^g.inaf otbtr mepfeibersL : "^ . 

CHRISf^CliVRd'Hl M^ 23^, 1^86/ ' 
The conventfoff rtl«. 



J-JST Of MEMBER„S J»RE&ENT. . 

Clergy. 
The Rev. William White, % 1). re^r, atid the Rev. Rdbert' Black- 
well, kfllftant minifter of Chiift-Church and St. Peter's, Philadelphia. 

Rev. 
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Jlev. Samuel Magaw, D. D. veAor of St. Paul's. 
Rev. Jofeph Pi^piore, rtGtor of TcimtyXhurch, Ox£»rd, All-Saiiitt» 
Pemapecka, and St. Thomas!*,.. Whitemarfli. 

Laity. 

IroM Chrifi-Ckurch, PhUadelfhia^ Hon. Francu Hopkinfon, and JoCeph 
Swift, EfquJres. 

From St, Feter\ Pkiladeiphid, Sainael Powel, El^uire, Dr. Genrdus 
Clarkfon, Mr. Tench Coxe. ^ 

From St. /'Wc, Phiiadelphia, Mr. John Swanwick, ^r. Andrew Poz, 
Mr. John Wood. 

From St Thomas% fVkitemar/k,,Mr. John B. Gilpin. 

From St, James'&t Perkioming, T>f, Shannon. 
"The tOnventi6n proceeded to the' choice of a preHdent; iarid the Rev. 
Df. Whjte was unanimoufly eleAod* and took the chair. 

They?theVi^rocecdcd to chbofc a fecrctary; and the'Rev/Dr. Magaw 
was elcAedl • • . 

The convention, previoully to their entering upon other Wfinefs, di- 
rcftcd prayers to be read ; whi(;h Was performed by their fccretary. 

Tht Sj^, HAx. Pilmore declared his affent unto, arid figiiftd the aft of 
affociatiori, as Tt&oT of Trinily-Chnrch, Oxford, St. Thotoas^s, Whitc- 
marfhj and Ali^aints, Pemapecka. 

The deputies from the con^rejgations before mentioned produced the 
t'eftim'bnials 6f their appointments. 

OritfUi That they be prcferved among the records of the convention. 

A quelljon vsrpi/i mpved and fccondcd : ". Whether clergymen, not having 
tfarocnialtbres'/Can be admitted as members of this convention, condftent- 
ly with the following claufe of th^ aft of aflbciation.** .' 

'** And nt "is hereby further dctetiiiined and declared, by the faid clergy 
and congrirg^ti'otf^, that thtre fhall be a convention of the faid church ; 
which coftv^i^tidn fhall confift of all the clergy of the fame, and of lay^ 
deputtA.**: • . J -J . .; 

A divifion being called for, as foon as the members were ready for thf 
queftion, it was determined in the negative. 

The following rules were then agreed to. 

Firft, That no perfon (hall fpcak more than once on apy ^.i^el^on, with* 
out pennifilonV>btaincd of the coiivebtion. . ^.<. 

Second, That every motion (hall be, handed to the,pjc(i4^i*^ ^^ writing, 
if fo required by any ihembe'r. ' • ' 

Third, That when a motion is mlds for a divifion oo any queftion, and 
fecooded,- then fuch division (hall take place ; but not otherwife. 

Ke/oitfed, That a committee be appointed to confider the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer propo(ied by the general convention, and to make r«poit 
thereon to this convention. 

Agreed, that the committee (hall confift of five perfops; and that the 
following gentlemen (hall compofe it : Rev. Dr. White, Rev. Dr. Magaw, 
Rev. Mr. Pilmore, Mr. Swift, and Mr. Swanwick. 

Refolved^ That the committee make report, previouflylo the meeting of 
the general convention. 

Adjourned to lo o'clpck the next morning. 

CHRIST- 
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CHRIST.CHVRCH, ^ay %^ il^ 

The convention met. 

Mr. Jacob Dnfficld, -deputy* from the church of AH-Siintf, Lower 
Dublin, figned the aft of aflociation in behalf of that congregation, his 
crcdeniials having been previoufiy readand^pproved of. 

Whereas fomc doubts have arifen, -with regard to the operation of part 
of the third fandimental article eftabliflied at Philadelphia, and of th« 
fourth fundamental article propofed at New- York, fo fv as they require 
an adherence to the liturgy of the church of EngUnd ; which^ articles ara 
recognized and confirmed by the aft of aflociation; it -was thereupon 
- Moved and feconded, that it be referred to the committee on the Book 
of Common Prayer, to confidcr, \^ethcr it be neccflary that a fiippl^ 
rnent be added to the aft of aflbciation, and to report focfa fiippleroent« 
if neceflary,' to< this convention; and the fame was committed- accord- 
ingly. 

Refolvedy That Saturday, the S7th inftant, be the day for the eleftton of 
deputies to the general convention of the proteftanl epifcopal diurch in 
the United States. 

Adjourned till Saturday, ii o'clock, A. M. 

CHRIST^CHURCH, May i-jtk, 1786. 

The convention met. 

After prayers read by the prefident, the minutes of the laft masting 
were read. 

Refoivcd, ThAt the order of the day be poftponcd till one o'clock* 

The following queftion was moved, ** Whether deputies appointed by 
any congregation or congregations, to attend this coinrention, may be aU 
lowed to delegate the powers of their appointment to others ?" And ii 
-was determinea in the negative. 

The order of the .day was then taken up ; and' accordingly the con* 
vention proceeded to eleft by ballot deputies, to reprefent Uie proteftant 
epifcopl church in this ftate at the . next general convention, and the 
following pcribns were duly chofen. 

Clb&icai.- BaruTxxs. 
The Rev. Dr. White, Rev. Dr. Magaw, Rev. Mr. Pilmor^, Rev. Mr. 

Blackwell. 

Lay Deputies. 

Hon. Francis Hopkinfon, Samuel Powel, F^unke^ Fleeibn, £fqiiivea» 
Mr. John B. Gilpin. . . 

The committee appointed'to view and condder the Book of Common • 
Prayer, made their report ; ^nd the fame, being duly confidered, was 
adopted/ in tlht '>vords following, viz. 

" The convention having examined the Book of Common. Prayer, as 
revifed and propofed by the general convention of September and Oftober 
laft, inftruft their deputies to the eAfuizig general convention to propofe 
the following amendments. 

" firfi. That in the morning prayer^ the Niccne Creed he inferted afffer 
the Apoftles Crecd» with the words, " Or this," "between them,; with a ' 

rubrick, 
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lubrick, requiring, that the Nicenc be ufed on the following fcftivaU, if\t^ 
on Chriftnias.(ihy/the Epiphany, Eafter-day^ Afcenfion-day, Whitfunday, 
and Trinity-Sunday. . 

^^ £jrc0ff^-II1xA»'in theconfccra(i«on#fnyer,' id tflie p0i«i! tif tbei)o)y iacra- 
auenty after the words, '* until his coaung again,*' and before the wordk, 
** according to thy Son ou« Savioai i Je&a Chrift's boly inftitution," be 
iafcTtedtiie foUowing paragraph, in Acad of that no¥^ uicd*:..*^ Hear us ^ 
O merciful faeKert -we moft humbly befieech thee; and wi thy almighty 
goodottft,) VouchiCafo fo to blefs ind idt^tjdy thfrfe thyjcrcfttB^'bf brcatt 
wd limine,.. that we, receiving th em." 

** Third, That, in the communian;£et:yice4 where the Nicefte€r«ed ftood, 
dtere* be a rubcick, requiring the ufe of one of the. creeds, as tn the morn-* 
iag prayer^ when the two fervices ihaU not have been uftd. al the feme 
Ume, or in conn^dion. 

;/* /dttr^.Thatvui all the ofilces for baptifmt the articlds of the Apoftles^ 
Creed be diftindUy repeated, and this queflion and anfwer inferted in tlM 
b»pitifm of xn£anti : i . . 

Q. Wilt tlyou! endeavour, that the •child itow prefentcd to be baptized^ 
may be inllru£led^ in this faith ? 

A. I will. . .\ . ^:M. ■ . . .../::..•• 

" Fifth. That, in the burial fervice, the beginning of the omitted pray- 
er be retamed to,thefe words, " joy and felicity," with the. addition of a 
thankfgiving to Almighty God, 'for the good examples ot all righteous 
perfons departed, like that in the conclufion of the prayer for ChriU's 
IJhitfch Militant.) ..» ..... 

'* Sixth, That the firft, fifth, and eleventh of the new articles be omitA 
ted, and the Avft, fedbnd, fourth-, fifths fouheenth, twentyofcscond, twenty^ 
^(h, and tl^irtietti of the old Articles be retained. . - . 

^^ Seveaok. 'That the fourth article of the new be entitled, «* Of the 
Creeds;" end the Nicene berec^nized therein with the Apoillcs'. 

'* Eighth. That the ninth of the old articles be retained, as: far da the 
wfH<d, -^^ <H?mikimi f* and the faid' word to be changed into <* eondem- 
uation*'' »•..'-" 

"■ Ninth. That' the 'fcventcenth of the aid articles be retained, with the 
following alteration : Omit the worda,^'' to Lifcj" and- thef^, rt* fecret 
to us;" with what follows to the words, " in due feafon ;" indufivcly, 
infertiag ioftead thereof, **i to aditut to -the ancftimable privileges of the 
gofjjel difp9}^fe.t«)/i all thofeGen>ilesj..a$.Hcn.a$ Jews* vho:fiiou54 bcfitve 
in his Son Jcfus Chrift." After the word, " calling," infert ".of God-f 
JEnd 8t thefe words, " evcrlaftin^ felicity." 

" Tenth. That the thirty-fifth artitli bf the old book be retained, fo far 
a; it rt^trs to t^ homilies, as containiftg gc^ly and wholefome 'do£lrine. 

** Eleventh. That, inftead of the old thirty-feventh- arttc^, thtrebc a 
new one, decUratOiV of our aUegiaUce to thfc civil authority in ihcfc Ikates,, 
and the obedience due to the magiftrates thereof " 

Adjourned, to meet at Chrift-Chutchy in the city of f*hiladelphia^ on 
the 3d da^of OaoWr next. 

PniLAbE L p at A, Mguji 24/A, ^786;'. ' :'". : 

. Certain e(Mu>mibinceS and events Tinkering it neceflary, ffhat fuchmem. 
hers of tbe'ti^^emiOn-^f the-pr^tefUfit epifcopal chur^ iii the ftate o^ 

Pxinn- 
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^ennfylvania, ds wfcre in this city, and aiiy other members able to attend 
with convenience, (honld confer together, and notices having been fcnt< 
by the fecretary, for that purpofe, the following gentlemen met in the 
epifcopal academy, at the time above-mentioned. 

Rev. Dr. White, prcfident, Rev. Dr. Magaw, Rev. Mr. Blackwcll, Mr* 
Hopkinibn, Mr. Powel, Dr. Gerardus Clarkfon, Mr. Dotf Mi*. Swanwick, 
Mr. Swift, and Mr. Tench Coxe. 

It appearing to be highly expedient, that the convention of this church 
ihould meet ciarlier than the time, to which they were adjourned, it was 
unanimoufly agreed, that the 14th day of September fbould be the day o( 
meeting ; and that, in the letters of notification to the feveral chiirches, the 
particular objeft of the meeting fhould be expreffcd, viz. The eleftion of 
a bifliop, previous to the meeting of the general convention, on the lOth^ 
day of Ottober next. 



JouRi^AL of the Second Convention, 

AT THSlk StCOUV 8ZSSI0N. 

CMRJSt.CtiURCff, September lith, 1786. . . 

i N confequence of a circular letter, fent to the feveral congregations o^ 
the proteftant epifcopal church in this ilate, by dire^on of fuoary mem-»' 
bers of the conyention of faid church, who had conferred on the fubje£b, 
a number of the members formerly appointed, and feveral other gent]e->' 
men, lately deputed) met agreeably to the invitation and notice^ which 
had been given. . ' < . 

The perfons prefent y^cre the following^ 

Clergy. 
The Rev. William White, D. D. prefidentj Rev. Samuel Magaw, D. D» 
Rev. Jofeph Filmore, Rev. Robert Blackwell. 

Laity. 
Hon. ttdticii ttopkinfon, Efquire, I>r. Getitdus Clarkfon, Mr. An- 
drew Doz, Mr. John Swanwick, Mr. John B. Gilpin, Mr. Jacob 
Duffield. 
Mr. Jacob Afliton, from Trinity-Church, Oxford. 
Mr. Jdhn Swift, St. James's, Briftol. 
Mr. Ifaac Bullock, St. J<Jhn*s, Concord. 
Mr. Benjamin Marfliall, St. Martiii's, Marcus-hook* 
Mr. James Withy, St. Paul's, Chefter. 
Richard Willing, Efquire, St. David's, Radnol'. 
Robert Ralfton, Efquire, St. Peter's, Chefter county. 
Thofc gentlemen, who had been lately 'appointed, prefented the tefti* 
monials of their refpcftive appointments, which were read, approved of, 
and ordered to be filed, and kept amon^ the records of the convention. 

Certain communications and letters from the arch-bifhops and bifliops 

of England having been read, and the reafons for calling this convention 

fomewhat earlier than the day, to which they had adjourned, having been 

duly confideied, it was . . 

' C Refohed, 
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Kefolvedf That in the opinion of the convention, there wm fufficient 
caufc for their prcfcnt meeting'} and that it is proper and regular. 

On motion, Rtfolvcd^ That this convention proceed now to the cle£Uon 
of a bifhop of the protcftant epifcopal church m this ftate. 

The convention proceeded accordingly to the ele£Udn of a bifhop, by 
ballot ; and the Rev. William White, j5. D.. prefidcnt, was unaxjimoufly. 
diofcn. 

Adjourned till three o'clock, P. M. 

Thue oVocki P. M. 

The convention met. 

The minutes of the lad meeting were read. 

Mr. JohnKcrlin, from St. Gabriel's, Morlatton, attended; hisleticy of 
deputation was read ; and his appointment was approved of. 

On motion, Refdved^ That a committee of correfpondence and advice 
be appointed, to tranfa£b all fuch bufmefs, as may require their attention 
during the recefs of this convention, and more cfpccially, in the ^rft in- 
ilance, to advife v6ih the biihop cle£l> concenumg the proper time of 
embarking for England. 

Agreed, That the faid committee (ball conGft of three clerical and three 
lay members; and that the fbllbwiing perfons fhall compofe the (ame : 

Rev. Dr. Magaw, Rev. Mr. BlackweU, Rev. Mr. Pilmore, Hon. Francis 
Hopkinfon, Efquire, 0r. Gerardus Cla'rkfon; John Swanwick, Efquire. 

On the queilion, '< Whether the deputies, who are to attend tbe general 
convention, at their next meeting, ihall be inftrud;ed.*' 
. Rtfolved, That they fliaU go ve(^d with full powers, without any 
particular inftruftions. 

Refolved farther, That they (hall be, and they are hereby fully empower- 
ed to join with the other ftates, in eftablifhing an eccleiiaftical conftitution. 

On motion, Agreed, That it is moft honorable for the church in general, 
and pcrfe£Uy agreeable to the minds of all the members prefent, that a 
reafonable mm be fixed upon, to defray the ncccfhry expences of the 
voyage of the bifhop eleft to and from England. • 

Refolvedy That the fum be two hundred guineas, or three hundred and 
fifty pounds, currency. 

Aejhlvedy That the laid fum be apportioned amoii|;tfae churches feyeraliy, 
to be raifed by them} according to the friaries which they pay refpp£live- 
ly to their ofnciating minifber or miniflers, or the fums which they may 
be fuppofed able with convenience to pay. 

Repivedy That the contributions, when made by the feveral churches, 
(which it is hoped can be accompli (bed before the end of 0£lober] fhall 
be fent to, or paid into the l^ands of the Secretary of this convention; for 
the purpofe before agreed to. 

Adjourned to the third day of 0£lober, to nieet in Philadelphia* 

4 

Journal of the Second (ppnyqntipn, 

AT THXlk. THIRD SESSION, 

CHRIST'CHURCH, Tuefday, Oaober ^dy 178?. 
SOME of the members of the convention met| agreeably to adjournment, 
arid adjourned again to next Friday. 

CHRIST^ 
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CHRnt^CHURCH, Tnday, OMcf ^ik, 1766. 

The convention met \ prefent, 

The Rev. Dr. White, prefident, Rev. Dr. Magaw, Rev. Mr. Blackwell, 
Hon. Mr. Hopkinfon, Mr, Ppwel, and Hi; Doz. 

As this adjourned meeting was. appointed to take order in any new mat*/ 
ter, that might arife iu the buiinefs of the >cbuTx:K, and as no fitch nev^ 
matter had ^arifen, the convention appointed the fccond Tuefday in May 
xtext, for tlfe ipeeang of the next convention of the protcftant cpifoopal 
church ; dedred the^^cretary to give notice thereof to the feveral congre- 
tions ; and then brpjce up. . 

Journal of the Third Goifitentiott, 

Helcl at Christ-Church, in thb city of Philadelphia, 
<m Thefday, tUe tjft of Jfeffl>, 1787. 

PRESENT, 

The Right Rev. "^iliia^ Whfte, B. 0.' biftiop of the proteftafirepifc6-I 
- pal chUrcTj in tlic (hrte-if Pdnnfylvahia. 

Rtv. Robert BWtdlrwell, affiftant minifter' 6f the united churchles 0^ 
ChtiftXhtfrcJi ahd St: Peter's, rfon. Francis fiofkinfon, Efquire, de- 
• puty from thrift-Clitfrch, Samuel Powpl, iiqtiire, Dr. Gcrardus 
Ctarkfeh; Mr.. Tctich Coi^e, St. Peter's,' Rev. Saniuel Magavr, D. 0, 
re£^or of St. Paul's, Mr. Andrew Doz, Mr. George Nelfon, deputies 
from %U Paul's, Philadelphia. 
Rev. Jofeph Pilmorc, reftor of Trinity*Church, &c. &c. 
Mr. Benjamin Cottman, from Trinity-Church, Oxford. 
Mr Edward DufEeld, from A^.^aints, Pemapecka. 
Mr. John B. Gilpin and Mr. Chriftopher Loefer, St. ThoinaBV> White* 
. mafib. 

Mr. Benjamin Marfhall, towei" Chithefter. 
John Croiby, jun. Efquire, and Mr, John Worrcllj deputies from St. 

Paul's, ebefttr. 
Richaird Willing, Eftjikirti 5t. David's, Radnor. 
Robert Ralfton, Efquire, St. Peter's,, VaHcy of Chcftcr. 
Mr. George Bickham, St. John's, Yofk-towTl. 
Mr. Peter lohes, $t Gabriel's, Berks., . 
Rev. Jofeph Huichins, rdftbf of St, Jameses, Lancaftcr. 
, The deputies from the feveral churches haviiig produced the tcil^nionials 
of their refpctQiiVe appointment's, tlic fame were read, approved of, and 
ordered t6 be filed. 

The Rev. Dr. N^gaw was cho&n fecretary. 

The comWittec of correfpondeiice arid advice reported, that, in the 
execution of their tfutf, they had advifed t^lc Rev. Dr. White to proceed 
to England, for tHc purpofe of obtaihikig confecration ; .that lie hadpro- 
cetded accordingly ; and, while there, h^d virritten furiidry letters to thc?n 
on the fubjeft, vmich th^y requelied mijght be read ; and they were read 
ia order, 

C a The 
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The convention having attended to the nanative of proceedings, con- J 
taincd in the aforefaid letters, unanimoufly approved of the Right Rcv.^ 
biihop White's condufl, during the whole of this important bufinefs in 
England.; and 

Refolved, That the thanks of the convention (hoiild be given him for his 
very obli^ng and fatisfa£h>ry communications. 

•The Right Rev. Bifliop laid before the convention, the certificate and 
teftimonials of his confecration in the chapel of the palace of Lambeth, 
in England, on the 4th day <^f February 1767, by the Moft Reverend 
Archbiihop of Canterbury, in. the prefence pf the Moft Reverfend Arch- 
bifhop of York, the Right Reverend Bifhop of Bath and Wells, and the 
Right Reverend Bi(hop of Peterborough. 

The biftiop alfo exhibited a further certificate, attefted in Do€toTs* Com- 
mons, by R. JenncF, notary public; v^hich certificate was afc^nained by 
an inftrument or form of writing, under the fignatures of two notaries 
public, attefting that Robert Jenner, whofe name is fubfcribed totho- 
ibrtfgoing a£l, was, and is, a notary public, aiid one of the deputy regifters 
of the province of Canterbury, and the officer that he declares himfelf to 
be ; as alfo that the words, which express his name, are of his proper 
hand-writing. 

On motion of Mr. Coxe^ feconded by Mr. Powel, a committee, confifting 
of the Rev, }At. Hutchins, the . Rev. Mr. BlackweU, Mr, Hopkinfon, ^d 
Mr. Powel, was appointed, to conilder and . report the moft oroper time 
for holding the annual meeting of this convention ; apfl.totconfiaer, farther, 
<if the propriety pf appointmg a committee, or council, with whom the ^ 
biihop lyiay advife, in the difchargc of the duties of ^is office, in the * 
recefs of the convention; a]fo theznanperof appointing the faid pomniit« 
^ee, or council. 
Adjourned tijl 4 o'clock, P. M, 

Four o'Uockf p. M, 

The convention met. 

Ordered, That thofe proceedings of general convention, which have a 
more immediate relation to the churQn in thi$ ftate, form a part of the 
minute^ of the convention. 

The deputies from the convention of this church to the general conven- 
tion, which met at Wilmington on the 11th day of O&ober laft, kiid 
before the convention an afi of the general convention, by which, the 
Niccne Creed is rcftored; the article of Chrift's defgent into hell is replaced 
in the Apoftles' Creed ; the lOth article of the general conftitution is newly 
modified ; and the preface, and the 4th article pf religion, in the propofed 
book, are accommodated to the creeds. 

The committee, appointed to confider of the moft proper time for hold- 
ing the annual meeting of the convention, reported a refolution, which 
was adopted, and is as follows. 

Rejolved., That the convcntioii fliall be held annually, on the fecond 
Tuciday after Whitfunday, or the Feaft of Pentecpft. .. 

The fame committee reported, that it is proper a council of advice and 
correfpondence be appointed, with whom the biihop may confult, in the 
difcharge of his office ; and that the faid council confilt of three clerical and 
(hyee lay members^ to be chofcn annually, by ballot, by the convention, 

Thi* 
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liM report was adopted; and the convention proceeded to eka the 
members of the council of advice, when the following gentlemen were 
appointed, viz. ^., • _ _ 

The Rev. Dr. Magaw, Rev. Mr. Blackwell, Rev. Mr. Pilmorc, Hon. Mr. 
Hopkinfon, Mr. Powel, Mr. Doz. 
The convention broke up. 

Journal of the Fourth Convention. 

St. PAUL* & CHURCH, Philadelphia, May 20ih, 1788. 

The convention met, the following members prcfent ; 

The Right Rev. William White, D. D. Biftiop. 

Rcv.'Samuel Magaw, D. D.rcftor ofSt. PauVi, Rev. Robert Blackwell, 

Rev. Jofeph Bend, alEftant miniftcrs of Chrift-Church and St. Peter's, 

Philadelphia. 
Re\'. Jofeph Pilmore, rcftor of Trinity-Church, &c. &c. 
Rev. Jofeph Hutchins, re^or of St. Jproes's, Lancafter. 
Rev. Slator Clay, reftor of St. David's, Sec. Sec. 
Jlon. Francis Hopkinfon, Efquire, Mr. Abraham Markoe, deputies from 

Chrift-Church, Samuel Powel, Efquire, Dr. Gerardus Clarkfon, Mr. 

Tench Coxe, St. Peter's, Mr. Andrew Doz, Mr. Jofeph Turner, Mr. 

John Wood, St. Paul's, Philadelphia. 
Mr. Jacob Afhton, Trinity-I^hurch, Oxfiprd. 
Mr. John B. Gilpin, AIL-Saints, Pemapecka^ 
Mr. Chriftopher Loefer, St. Thomas's, Whitemarfli. 
Mr. Zachanah Derrick, St. Martin's, Marcus-hook« 
Dr. Richard Tidmafli, St. Paul's, Chefter. 

The deputies from the feveral cbinehea above mentioned produced the 
teftimonials of their refpedive appointments, which were read and ap- 
proved of. 

The convention proceeded to the elr£Uon of a iiccretary i and the Rev. 
Dr. Magaw was unanimoufly chofen. 

Adjourned till -^ o'clock, P.M, 

. . four 6'a4chy P. M, 

The convention met. 

It was moved and'feconded, that the convention proceed to cleft, by 
ballot, cleiical and lay-deputies, to rcprcfent this church in general con- 
vention, in cafe fuch convention fhould be held, previoufly to the next 
ftated meeting of this convention. 

I This was unanimoufly agreed to; and the following gentlemen were 
duly chofen. 

Clk&xcal Deputies. 

Rev. Dr. Magaw, Rev. Mr. Hutchins, Rev. Mr. Blackwell, Rev. Mr. 
Pilmore, 



Lay Deputies. 
Hon* Mr. iiopkinfoi^ Mr. Powel, Mr. Doz, Mr« Tench Coxe, 
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The coftvcntibii thtn proceeded to the elcftion of the council of advfce ; 
aMd the follovring gentlemen were duly chofcn : Rev. Dr. Magaw, Rev. 
Mr. Blackwcll, and Rev. Mr. Pilmorc ; Hon. Mr. Hopkiofoh, Dr. dark- 
en) and Mr. Doz: 

On motion, Refolved, That, with refpcfttothc dctegation to the general 
convention, if, at any time, any member or members appointed ftiould 
decline, or, through lomc unavoidable circumftance, be unable to attend, 
on notice being given to the other members of the delegation, of the fame 
Older, they {ball appoi»t, foi tbctinae being, a fubftilutc or fubftitutes in 
luift or their place. 

The convention adjourned iin« die. 

Journal of the Fifth Convention, 

Held in Christ-Church, Philadelphia, on Tue/d^, 
tke 9tli of ^une, 1789. 

XIST or MEMBERS PRESENT. 

C L E It 6 Y, 

The Right Rev, William White, D. D. Biftiop. 

Itcv. Samuel Magaw, I>. D. rcftor of St. Paul's, Rev. Robert Btack- 

vell, D. D. Rev. Joifeph Bend, affilSatit lninift«rs of Chrift-Church 

and St. Peter's, Phtlafdclphb. 
Rev. Tofcph Pilmore, rettor of Trfeity-Church, &c. Sec, 
Hev, Sla(or Clay, rcdor of St. David's, &c. &c« 

Laity, 

TrmCArift^Chtrehf Phihdetphia, tt6n. Francis Hopkinfon, Elquire. 

St. Peter's, Dr. Gerardus Clarkfonj Mr, fench Coxe. 

St. Paul\ John Swanwick, Efquird, Mr. George Nclfoii, Mr. John 

Wood. 
Trinity-Churck^ Oxford, Mn Bcbj^mhl' Cotti^an. 
All-Saints, Pemabecka, Mr. John B. Gilpin. 
St. Thomas\ Wkitemarjky Mr. Chriftopher toefer, 
St. Jams% Perkiming, Dr. Rol^ert Shannon. 
St. IXdvid's, Radnor, John Jones, ETquire. 

The convention being affembled, the Rev. Br; Magaw read pvayers. 

Dr. M9g»w decliuing the office of fecficesry, thecon««atioA defied the 
Rev. Mr. Bend. 

The deputies from the feveral congregations above mentioned produced 
the teftimonialt of their r'efp^£i'ive appointments, which were read, and 
approved of. 

On motion, Refolved, That the aflbciated churches annually eodtibote 
twelve pounds, for the purpofe of defraying fuch expences, as the conven- 
tion of this church may incur ; and that the faid fum be raifed according 
%o the ratio fettled vxt raiiiag the- km of two Inmdyed guineas, for 
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defrayn^ the expcnces of the Right Rev. Dr. WhiteU voyage to England 
for confecration. 

In confequence of the above rcfolvc, the followiog fuin« were a^^or- 
tioned to the feveral churches, to which they are rcfpeetivcly annexed. 
To Chrift-Church and St. Peter's, £617 6 

St. Paul's, Philadelphia, - d 17 -6 

Trinity-Church, Oxford, - 066 

Ail-Sainu, Pemapccka, - 060 

St. Thomas'5, Wniteinar{h» • 050 

St. James's, Ferkioming, - ^43 

St. David's, Radnor, - 050 

Refolvedi That the bilhop and his council be rcquci^ed to revife the 
canons of the church of England^ to prepare a fet for the government of 
the proteftant epifcopal church in this itate, and to report the iame to the 
next convention. 

The convention then pnKeede4 to the ele6lion of their deputies to the 
general convention, to be held in Philadelphia, on the fourth Tuefday ia 
July next ; when the following geotlemen were duly chofen : 

The Rev. Dr. Magaw, the Rev. Mr. Pilroorc, the Rev. Dr. Blackwdl, 
and the Rev. Mr. Bend ; the Hon. Francis Hopkinfon, Efquire, Dr. Ge- 
lardus Clarkfon, Samuel Powel, Efquire, and Mr. Tench Coxe. 

Refolvedf That if any of the deputies Aiould decline the appointment, 
or be unable to attend, the remaining deputies of the fame order ihallv 
on notice given, ele^ another perfon in his uead, who fhall, in all refpedi^ 
ad, as if dire6Uy appointed by the convention. 

The Rev. Mr. Bend was appointed Treafurer of the iboniea pai4.by the 
different churches, for defraying the expencea of the convention. 

The following gentlemen were chofen, as council of advice and Gor« 
refpondcncc, for the cnfuing year. 

Rev. Dr. Magaw, Rev. Mr. Pilmore, and Rev. Dr. Blackwell ; Hon. 
Francis Hopkinton, Efq; Dr. Gerardus Qlarkfon, and Samuel Powel, ££^ 
The convention adjourned fine die. 

Journal of the Sixth Convention^ 

Held in Chuist-Church, Pailadslfhia, onTue/daj, 
the iH day of Jum^ 1790* 

LIST Of MEMBERS PRESENT. 

C L s R c y. 

The Right Rev. William White, D. D. bifhop. 

The Rev. Samuel Magaw, D. D. re^or of St. Paul's, Rev. Robert 

BlacKweU, D. D. I^ev. Jofquh Bend, ai&i^at minifiers of Chrift« 

Church and St. PeterU, Philadelphia. 
Rev. John Andrews, D. D. xtBcoi of St. James's, Briftol. 
Rev. Jofeph Pilmore, redor of Trinity-Church, &c. «Stc. 
Rev. Slator Clay, rcdor of St. David's, &c. &c. 
Rev. Elifha Rigg, re^or of St. James's, LancaAer« 

Rev, 
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Aev. William Smith, D. D. provoft of the college, Sec. in Philadelphia* 
Kev. Jofcph Clarkfon. 
Rev. Archibald Walker. 

Lax t.y. 

From CkrifiXhurch, PkiUdelphia^ Jofcph Swift, Efquirc, Mr. Jame» 
Reynolds. 

St, Peter'i, Dr. Gcrardus Clarkfon, Mr. John Wilcocks. 

St. Paul*s, Plunket Flecfon, John Swanwick, Efquires, Mr. John Camp-* 
bell. 

St. James% Lancafter, Hon. George Rofs, £fquire« 

Trinity^Ckurch^ Oxford, Mr. Jofcph Alhton. 

AU'Saints, Pemapecka, Mr. John B. Gilpin. 

The convention being affcmbled, the Rev. Mr. fiend read prayers. 

The deputies from the feveral congregations before mentioned produ- 
ced the tcftimonials of their refpeAivC appointments, which were read, and 
appoved of. 

The Rev. Dr. Andrews and the Rev. Mr. Rigg took their feats in the 
convention; the former, as reftor of St. James's, Briilol ; the latter, of St. 
James's, Lancafter. 

The Rev. Mr. Bend was chofcn fcctetary to the convention. 
• The Rev. Dr. Smith informed the convention, that, in confequence of 
the i6th canon of the general convention, he confidered hirafelt a mem- 
ber of thp convention of this church, and accordingly attended, to take 
his feat. 

After fome converfation on this fubjeft, the following refolution was 
offered by the Rev. Dr. Blackwell. 

Jiefolvedj That every clergyman of the proteftant epifcopal church in 
this ftate, who is entitled to the privileges of a citizen therein, (hall alfo 
be entitled to a feat in the convention of the faid church. 

This refolution was poftponed, to introduce the following, by Mr. 
Wilcocks. 

Rejohed, That it is the opinion of this convention, that the Rev. Dr. 
Smith has a right to a feat therein-; and that a committee be now appoint- 
ed, to frame a rule on the fubje& of clerical memberlhip in general, and 
to make report. 

On motion qi Mr. Swanwick, the faid refolution was divided ; and the 
former part being poftponed, the latter was determined in the affirmative ; 
and the Rev. Dr. Magaw, Rev. Dr. Andrews, and the Rev. Dr. Blackwell 
were appointed the committeee, and retired, for the purpofe for which 
they were appointed. 

Mr. Wilcocks then withdrew the former part of his motion. 

The trcafurer*s accounts for the laft year were read, and approved of; 
and the Rev. Mr. Bend was chofen treafurer for the enfuing year. 

The minutes of the laft convention were read. 

On motion, Ordered, That Mr. Swanwick and the fecretary be a com- 
mittee for publifhing 200 copies of the journals of the convention of this 
church, together with thfc account of thofe meetings, which gave rife to 
the faid convention. 

The committee appointed to frame a rule on the fubje£l of clerical mem- 
bcrfhip brought in a report, which being read, s^nd amended, was agreed 
to, and is as follows : ' • - 

.1 Refohed, 
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jcopa^ church, ivho is engaged as a profelTor, tatOtfi^ii^mmi€bmti ^orutAy 

ibte, and entitled to the privileges of a citizeny>ihlMhBCnbitM<|aiilfQ;i4 
in the convention of this church, altho' without a parochial charge. 

Upon which, the Rev. Dr. Smith Mk )y*V<faRnair«(ibcoi»«nBil»a i 1 

Adjourned to 4 o'clock in the afternoon. 

^•.\^^:.v .K-. v.w \\ ^v^\i i/v' wv'.'.'*i'\ 

TUESDAY, Four o\lcck,y. u: 

llie Rev. Mr. Clarkfon and the Rev. Mr. Walker, clergymen of the 
)>roteilant epifcopal cljiu^cji^^o^ ;tH|^i>fe|fs in the convention, in confe- 
quence of the rule forclcrical mem^{hip,'^greed to in the morning. 

The conilitution of the prouilant epifcopal church in the United States 
of America, and the canons for the government of the fame, were read ; 
and notice was ^iven to the convention, that it is propofed to confider and 
determine on, m the next general convention, the propriety of invefting 
the houfe of bifliops with a full negative on the proceedings of the other 
houfe. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Magaw, the following recommendation was 
fubfcribed by at leail two thirds of the convention. 

** We, whofc names are underwritten,- arc of opinion, that the difpcn. 

• fing with the knowledge of the Greek language, in the examination of the 

Rev. Eliiha Rigg for the holy order of priefts, will be of ufe to the church, 

of which we are the convention, in confideration of other qualifications of 

the faid Rev. EliftiaRigg for the gofpel miniftry." 

Refolvedf That this convention proceed to the choice of clerical and lay 
deputies to the next general convention ; and that they be chofen by the 
order, to which they refpeftively belong. 

The following gentlemen were then duly chofen : 

Clerical Deputies. 

Rev. Dr. Magaw, Rev, Dr. Smith, Rev. Dr. Andrews, Rev. Dr. 
filackwell. 

Lay Deputies. 

Dr. Gerardus Clarkfon, Jofeph Swift, John Swanwick, Efquires; Mr. 
James Reynolds. 

Rejolvedy That the faid deputies be invefted with the fame power with 
thofe appointed at the laft convention. 

The following gentlemen were then chofen a ftanding committee of the 
convention of this church, agreeably to the 6th canon of the general con- 
vention : Rev. Dr. Magaw, Rev. Dr. Blackwell, Rev. Mr. Pilmore ; Dr. 
Gerardus Clarkfon, Jofeph Swift, «nd Samuel Powel, Efquires. 

Ordered^ That the ftanding committee be a council of advice to the 
bifhop. 

Rejolved, That the council of advice be authorized to concur with any 

perfons appointed in other ftates, for encouraging the printing of a folio or 

D quarto 
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JOURNAL 

OF THE SEVENTH CONVENTION, he lb ik 
CHRIST CHURCH, PHIIADELPHIA, 

ON TUESDAY, JUNE 2lft, I79I. 



MEMBERS PRESENT. 



G L E R G Y. 

The Right Rev. WILLIAM WHITE, d. d. 

The Rev. Robert Blackwdl, d. d. Assistant Minister of 
Christ Church and S(« Peter's, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Samuel Magato^ d. d. Re£lor of St. Paul's 
Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Jfoseph PilmorCy Assistant Minister of St. Paul's, 
Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Jfokn Andrews, d. d, Re6lorof St. James', 
Bristol. 

The Rev. William Smithy d. d. Provost of the College of 
Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Slater Clay, Reftor of St. David's, Radnor. 

The Rev. Elisha Rigg, Reaor of St. James', Lancaster. 

The Rev. Joseph Clarkson, a. m. 

The Rev. Archibald Walker, a. m. 

' LAITY. 

From Christ Church, Philadelphia — Mr. Robert Towers^ 
Mr. James Reynolds, 

From St. Peter's Philadelphia— 5awac/ Powell, Esq. 

William Bingham, Esq. 

From St. Paul's, Philadelphia— Mr. John Campbell, Mr. 

George N'dson, Mr, John Wood. 
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From St. 0^iA's, Radfl6r4-^A* J^nej^ Esq. 

From St. Paul's, Chester — George PHree, Esq. Eiiska 
Prieej Esq. Mr. James Withy. 

From St. Martin'?,. M^cus Hook— Mr. . Jwf^A Marshall, 
Mr. Zachaiiah birricki 



X HE Convention being aflembled, the 
Rev. Mr. Clarkfon read prayers. 

Ordered, that the mcmBers produce the tef- 
timonials of their feveral appointments, which^ 
being produced, ^ere r6ad and approved. 

The Rev. Mr. Clarkfon was chbfch fecre- 
tarjr. 

The Deputies from St, t^aul's Church, Chet 
ter, alid from Sf. Martin's Church, Marciis 
Hook, prefented a petition from their refpedivc 
churches, praying that the knowledge of the 
Latin and Greek languages, itiight be difpenfed 
with, in the cafe of Mr. Jofeph Turner, in 
conlidcratipn of his poflefling other qualifica- 
tions neceflary for the Gofpel Miniftry. 

After fbme tonverfation on the fubjeft, the 
qu^ftion was put and carried* Whereupon it 
appeared, that two thirds of the Convention, 
(agreeably to the Canon in fuch cafes made and 
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ptoViAed) rt^ttksiended Mf • Turner for ordi- 
nation, for thofe Churches, ' 

Resolved, that the Convention now go in- 
to the choice of Clerical and Lay Deputies to 
the ncit general Convention, and that the two 
orders choofe as heretofore. 

The following gentlemen were then duly 
chofen ; 

Cl^hical DxFUTixft. Lay Dxputiei. 

The Rev. Du Magaw, Jofeph Swift, .£fq« 

The Rev. Dr. Smith, William Bingham, Efq. 

lie Rev. Dr. Andrews, John Swanwick, Efq. 

The Rev. Dr. BUckwell, Mr. James Reynolds. 

Resolved, that the faid Deputies be inveft- 
ed with the fame power, thofe had who were 
appointed laft year, viz. That if any one or more 
either of the Clergy or Laity fliould decline the 
appointment, or be unable to attend, thofe who 
remain of the fame order, may, on notice being 
given, eleft others in titeir ftead, who ftiall, in 
all refpefts, aft, as if direftly appointed by the 
Convention, 

On motion. Resolved, that there (hall be 
an aft of this Convention, to the following 
0flfeft; viz. 
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Whereas it hath been the ufage of the 
Church in this State, to have a Council of Ad- 
vice, with whom the Bifhop may confult, in 
the execution of his ojfice ; 

And whereas, by the 6th Canon of the 
General Convention, it is required of the Church 
in this State, to have a Handing Committee, 
for certain purpofes^ cxpreflfcd by the faid 
Canon ; 

And whereas, it is expedient to declare 
more exprefsly than has hitherto been done, the 
Conftitution of the faid Council of Advice, and 
ftanding Committee ; 

Therefore it is hereby enaftcd, that tlie 
faid bodies {hall confift of ten Members, viz. 
five Clerical, and five Lay Members, and ftiall 
confift of thie fame perfons ; fo that when a 
Council of Advice is chofen, from year to year, 
the fame (hall have, and exercife the powers 
of a ftanding Committee, and fhall from time 
to time appoint a fecretary, and keep regular 
minutes of the proceedings, fubjeffc to the in- 
{pe6lion of the Convention. And, any three 
members, (the whole having been duly.fum- 
moned) ftiall be a quorum, except for fuch pur- 
pofes as may require a larger number, agreed- 
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bly to any rules to be made, by the faid Coun- 
cil of Advice, and faid Committee,' And the 
rules of meeting, and bufinefs of the faid Coun- 
cil of Advice, and (landing Committee, may 
be made, altered, or repealed by them, from 
time to time. 

Enacted, this 21ft day of June, 1791. 

The following gentlemen, were duly cho- 
fcn members of the aforcfaid Council of Ad vice, 
and ftanding Committee ; 

Clergy, Laity, 

The Rev. Dr. Smith, Samuel Powel, £fq. 

The Rev. Dr. Andrews, William Bingham, Efq« 

The Rev. Dr. Magaw, John Swanwick Efq. 

The Rev. Dr. Blackwell, Mr. John Wood, 

The Rev. Mr. Pilmore. Mr. James Reynolds* 

Resolved, that the Deputies to the Gene- 
ral Convention, be inftrufted to prefs, at any- 
meeting which there may be of that body, and 
before fuch meeting, if any fit opportunity 
ihould offer, the neceffity of further eleftion, 
in {bme of the States, of perfbns to be confe- 
crated Bifhops, In order that the fucceffion may- 
be (ecured« 
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The Rey. Mr. CUrkkn w»s ^jiQfka T^'ca- 
furcr for thic ^nifaing year, 

B-£SOi.yED> that the ne:i^t Cohrentipa flyill 
meet ajt Chrift^hurch in Philadelphia^ on the 
annual day, at lo o'clock in the Qip,r9in|;, 

Tl)e Gonvf jputiQjo tft^m broke lap^ 
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JOURNAL 

OF THE EIGHTH CONVENTION, hild ih 
\ CHRIST CHURCH, PHILADELPHIA, 

ON TU£SOAY, JUNE 5TH, ^792. 

MEMBERS PRESENT, 

CLERGY. 
The Right Rev. WILLIAM WHITE, o. d. 

.The Rev. Samuel Magatu, d. d. ReBor of St. Paul's 
Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Robert SlackweU, 0. o. Assistant Minifier of 
Chrift Church and St. Peter's, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. WiUiam Smith, d, d. 

The Rev. J^ohn Andrews, d, d. Vice Provost of tho 
University of Pennsylvania. 

.The Rev. Joseph Pilmore, AssistantMinisterof St. Paul's 
Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Slater Clay, Rtiior of St. David's, Radnor. 

The Rev. Elisha Rigg^ Rcftor of St. James', Lancaster. 

The Rev. Mr. Joseph Turner, Redor of St. Martin's, 
Marcus Hook. ^ 

LAITY. 

From Chrkt- Church, Philadelphia — Joseph Swift, Esq. 
Mr. Joseph Claypoole, Mr. James Reynolds^ 

From St. Peter's, Philadelphia— 5amii<r/ Powel, Esq. 
William Bingham, Esq. Mr. Woodrop Sims, 

From St, Paul's, Philadelphia — Mr. John Campbell^ Mr* 
John Wood^ Mr. George Nelson^ 

B 
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From St. Peter's, in the Great Vallcy-«-RJr. jfohn Quinn. 

From St. David's*, Radnor-:— /fw^^ i)^,//jv^n,| Esq. ' 

From St. Martin's, Marcus Hook — Mr. Joseph hl^uhfilL 

From Trinity Church, Oxford — Mr. B, CoHman* 

From All Saints', Pennypack — Mr. John B. Gilpin. 

From St. James', Perkiomen — Dr. Robert Shannon. 



L HE Convention being aflemblcd, the 
Rev. Mr. Clay read prayers. 

The Deputies from the feveral congregations 
before zaei^tioned, produced «the t^ftimoniafs 
of their feveral appointments, which were read 
and approved of. 

Mr. John B. Gilpiji was chofen fecretary. 

There being no other bufinefe before the 
Convention, it was moved, that the Conven- 
tion fhould proceed to the eledbion of Deptrties 
to attend the next general Convention, to be 
held in New-York. When the following gen- 
tlemen were duly chofen. 

Clerical Deputies. Lay DeputUs* 

The Rev. Wm. Smith, d. d. WiUiam Bingham, Efq. . 

ThcRcv.Saml.MagaWjD.D. Mr. Woodrop Sims, 

The Rev. Jofeph Pilmorc, Mr. John B. Gilpin^ 

The Rev. Elifha Rigg. Mr. John Campbell. 
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tion of a council of Advice, zird a ftanding 
Committee, when the -following gentlemen 

JWere choien. 

Clergy. Laity, 

The Rev. Wm. Smith, d. d. Samuel Powel, Efq. 

The Rev, John Andrews, o. d William Bingham, Efq. 

The Rev. Saml. Magaw^ d. d .Jofeph Swift| Efq. 

The Rev. R. Blackwell, d. d. Mr. John Wood, 

The Rev, Jofeph Pilmore. Mr. James Reynolds. 

Resolved, that if any of the Deputies (hall 
decline the appointments, or be unable to at- 
tend, the remaining deputies of the fame 
order, fhall, on notice given, cleft another 
pcrfbn in his ftead, who (hall in all refpefts, aft 
as if direftly appointed by the Convention. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr, Magaw, it was 
refblved, that the Deputies appointed to the 
enfuing General Convention, (hall be inftrufted 
to urge the neceflity of an ample appointment 
of the Clerical Order, to the Epifcopacy, in 
the feveral States, to perpetuate the fucceflion 
of Bifhops in America. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Magaw, it was 
refolved that the Secretary of the ftanding 
Committee and Council of Advice, be direfted 



Digitized by 



Google 



( .. ) 

to lay the minutes of the preceding 3^ar*s btiii- 
nefs annually before the Convention. 

Resolved, that the next Convention {ball 
meet at Chrift Church in Philadelphia^ on the 
annual day at lo o'clock. 

The Convention then broke up. 
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JOURNAL 

OP THE NINTH CONVENTION, held iw 
CHRIST CHURCH, PHILADELPHIA^ 

ON TUESDAY, MAY 28tH, I793. 



MEMBERS PRESENT. 



CLERGY. 

The Richt Rev. WILLIAM WHITE, d. d. 

The Rev. Samuel Magatu^ d. d. ReQor of St. Paul's 
Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Robert Biackwell, d. d. Assistant Minister of 
Christ Church and St. Peter's, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. yohn Andrews^ d. d. Vice Provost of the 
University of Pennsylvania. 

The Rev. Jfvseph Pilmore, Assistant Minister of St. Paul's, 
Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Slater Clay, Reaor of St. David's, Radnor. 

The Rev. Elisha Rigg, Reftor of St. James', Lancaster* 

The Rev. Joseph Turner, ReQcr of St. Martin's, Marcur 
Hook. 



LAITY. 

From Christ Church, Philadelphia — Joseph Swift, Esq. 
Mr. James Reynolds, Mr. Joseph ClaypooUm 

From St. Peter's Philadelphia — William Bingham,, Esq. 
Francis Gurney, Esq. 
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From St. Paul's, ?hi\zde\fhh— Mr. John Campbell^ Mr. 
John Woods 

From &U JaoMftV P^rkionKo-^Mr. Hairy PazoUng. 

From St. Martin's, Marcut Hook-^Mr.ZacAtfn'aA Derricks 

* From St. Jvmes'i Lincaster^-Mr. Henry Bevrnct^ 



jL he Convention being afiembled, the 
Rev, Mr. Clay read prayers. 

The Deputies from the feveral congregations 
before mentioned, produced the teftimonials of 
their relpeftive appointments^, which- were 
read and approved of. 

The Rev. Slater Clay was ^ppotnted Secre- 
fcuy, and the Rev. Dr. Blackwell, Treafiaren 

Dr. Thomas Rufton, from St. John'3 Church, 
New London, figned the a&: ot aflbciation, and 
took his feat accordingly* 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Magaw, the 
Convention proceeded to the ele£tionof a (land- 
ing Committee, and Council of Advice, when 
the following gentlemen were duly ele^ed. 
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Standing Committee ftnd Council of. Advice. 

Clerical Members, Lay Members. 

The Rev. Dr. Smith, WlUram Bingham, Efq. 

The Rev. Dr. Magaw Samuel Powel, Efq. 

The Rev. Dr.Blackweir, Jofeph Swift, Efq. 

The Rev. Dr. Andrews, Mr. James ReyncJds, 

The Rev. Jofeph Pilmore^ Mr. John Wood* 

Deputies to the General Convention, 

Clerical Deputies. Lay Dsputips*; i 

Thp Rev. Dr, Smith, William Bingham, Efq* . 

The Rev. Dr. Magaw, Dr. Thomas Rufioi>, 

The Rev. Dr. Blackwell, Mr. James Reynolds, 

llic Rev. Dr Andrews. Mr. John Wood. 

The following gentlemen appeared in CoUrt 
vention, as deputed by fundry members of this 
Church, in their refpeftive townftiips, who have 
formed themfelves into congregations for the 
purpofes of Church Communion in the faid 
townftiips, with an intention of building church- 
es therein ; — ^namely, 

Frorti Chrift Church, Turbutt Townftiip, 
Mr, Matthias Webb. 
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From St. Paulas Church, Filhing Creek Town- 

fliip — Mr. Elisha Barton* 

From Chrift Church, Derry Townftiip— Mr. 
John Funston. 

All in Northumberland County. The faid De- 
puties on figning the a£k of aflbciation, were 
admitted as members of this convention. 

The Convention, upon the tcftimonials flated 
to them, of the charlcidter and qualifications of 
Mr. Robert Davis, refolved to recommend to 
the Bifhop, to difpenfe, in his cafe, with the 
ufual reijuifition of the learned languages. 

Application being made tothe convention, to 
difpenfe with the knowledge of Latin and Greek 
in the cafe of Mr. Caleb Hopkins of Northum- 
berland county ; 

On motion, Resolved, That the Council 
of Advice enquire into the circumftances of Mr. 
Hopkins' cafe, and report tliereon to the next 
Convention, 

On motion, Resolved, That tUe next an- 
nual meeting of the convention, {hall be in the 
town of Carlifle. 
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On motion of Mr, Gurney, the foregoing re- 
iblve was re-confidcred, and the Convention 
adjourned, to meet at Philadelphia, at Chrift- 
Church, on the annual day, at ten o^clock in 
the morning. 

The Convention then broke up* 
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or THE TENTH CONVENTION, held iw 
CHRIST CHURCH, PHILADELPHIA, 

ON TUESDAY, JUNE I7TH, 1794. 



MEMBERS PRESENT. 



CLERGY. 

The Right Rev. WILLIAM WHITE,^ d.d. 

The Rev* Samuel Magaw, d. d. Re£U)r of St. Paul's 
Philadelphia. 

The Rev. J^ohn Andrews^ d. d. Vice Provost of the 
University of Pennsylvania. 

The Rev. Robert Blackwdl, d, d. First Assistant Minister 
of Christ Church and St. Peter's, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. jfaTTUs Abercrombie, a. m. Second Assistant Mi- 
' nister of Christ Church and St. Peter's, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Joseph Turner^ Reftor of St. Martin's, Marcus 
Hook. 



LAITY. 

From Christ Church, Philadelphia-— Mr. James Reynolds ^ 
Mr. Joseph Claypoole. 

From St. Peter's Philadelphia — Francis Gurney, Esq. 
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-^Froni St. Paul's, Philadelphia— Mr, jfckn Campbell, Mr. 
yohn Dowers J Mr. William Strvenson. 

From Christ- Church, Der^, Northumberland County— Mr. 
Funs ton* 

From Christ Church, Turbutt, Northumberland County- 
Mr* Barnard Hubly. 



X H £ Convention being affemblcd, the Rev, 
Mr. Turner read prayers. 

. The deputies from tlie feveral congregations 
before mentioned, produced their teftimonials 
of appointment, which were read, and approv- 
ed of. \ 

The Convention proceeded to the eleftion 
of a Secretary, when the Rev. James Abercrom- 
bie was chofen^ 

A petition was prefcnted to the Convention 
from the Church Wardens and Veftry of the 
congregations of Chrift Church, Derry, and 
Chrift Church, Turbutt Townfliip, praying 
that Mr. Caleb Hopkins may be ordained as 
their minifter J Whereupon,^ 
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Resolved, that, in confideration of the 
rcafbns offered in the faid petition, it be recom- 
mended that an examination in the Greek and 
Latin languages, be diljpenfed with, in the cafe 
of Mr. Hopkins ; and a recommendation in his 
favom- was accordingly figncd, as the Canon di- 
refts. 

Application was made by Mr. Hall, Mr, 
Ormrod and Mr, Yomig for a recommendation 
to the Committee at New-York, which was 
appointed by the general Convention, to fuper- 
intend the printing of the Prayer Book, for 
iptvmiSiovi^feparately^ to print the fame j which 
recommendation was accordingly granted. 

The Convention then proceeded to the. elec- 
tion of Deputies to the general Convention, 
and of a {landing Committee, and Council of 
Advice ; when the following gentlemeu were 
chofen. 

Deputies to the general Convention, 

Clerical Deputies. Lay Deputies* 

The Rev. Dr, Smith, Jofeph Swift, Efq. 

The Rev, Dr. Andrews, Francis Gurncy, Efq, 

The Rev. Dr. Blackwell, Mr. James Reynolds, 

The, Rev. Dr. Magaw. Mr. John Campbell. 
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Standing Committee and Council of Advice, 

CtBKiCAL Members, Lay Members, 

The Rev. Dr. Smith, ^ William Bingham, Efq. 

The Rev. Dr. Andrews, Francis Gurncy, Esq. 

The Rev. Dr. BUckwcH, Jofcph Swift, Efq. 

The Rev. Dr. Magaw, Mr. James Reynolds, 

The Rev. Dr. Hutchins, Mr. Richard Thompfon. . 

On motion of Dr. Magaw, Refolved, that 
fix weeks previous to the next meeting of the 
State Convention, the Secretary ffiall tranfmit 
to every Clergyman, or where there is no Cler- 
gyman, to the wardens of every Congregation, 
a letter, informing them of the time and place 
of meeting; 

. Resolved, that the next Convention fliall 
meet at Chrift Church in Philadelphia, on the 
annual day at iq o'clock in the morning. 

The Convention then broke up. 
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JOURNAL 

or THE ELEVENTH CONVENTION, held in 
CHRIST CHURCH, PHILADELPHIA^ 

ON TUESDAY^ JUNE 2d, i795.. 



MEMBERS PRESENT, 

CLERGY. 

The Right Rev. WILLIAM WHITE, d. d. 

The Rev. Samuel Magaw, d. d. Re£lor of St. PauPs, 
Philadelphia. ^ 

The Rev. jfokn Andrews^ d, d. Vice Provost of the 
University of' Peniwylvania. 

The Rev. Joseph Hutchins, d. i>. PhiUdelphia. 

The Rev. William Smith, d. d. Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Robert Blackwell, d. d. First Assistant MiniAer 
of Chrift Church and St.' Peter's, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. James Ahercrombie) a. m. Second Assistant Mi- 
nister of Christ Church and St. Peter's, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Joseph Turner , Reftor of St. Martin's, Marcus 
Hook, 



LAITY. 

From Christ- Church, Philadelphia — Mr. Joseph Claypdole, 
Mr. Leeson Simmons. 

From St. Peter's, Philadelphia — Francis Gurney, Esq. 
Mr. William AUibone* 
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From St. Paul's, Phlladclplua— Mr. William SUvtnson^ Mr. 
Richard North. 

From St. James*, Perkiotnen — Mr. Henry Pawling* 

From Trinity, All Saints, and St. Thomas* — Mr. John 
Lardner^ Mr. Jf* B. Gilpin^ and Mr. Christopher Lotscr. 

From St. Martin's, Marcus Hook — Mr, David Kdlam. 



A HE Convention being alTemblcd, the 
Rev, James Abercrombie read prayers. 

The Deputies from the fcveral Congregations 
above mentioned, produced their teftimonials 
of appointment, which were read and ap- 
proved. 

The Convention proceeded to the eledlion 
of a Secretary, when the Rev. James Aber- 
crombie was chofen. 

The following additional Canons were pro- 
pofed by the Rev. Dr. Magaw, and after being 
read by the Secretary, and confidered by pa- 
ragraphs, were adopted. 

C A N O N I. 
OF PRESENTMENTS. 

fivery trial in this church for mifbehaviour, 
Qiall be on prefentment made, either by the con- 
vention, or by the veftry of the parifh to 
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which the accufed party belongs, fpccifying 
the crime of which the party is accufed, 

C A N O N ir, 

OF INQUIRIES ON PRESENTMENTS. 

. Prefentment jFpr xmfbchayioiir being made 
as aforefaid, the Bifhop, with the confent of 
the Council of Advice, fliall appoint a Commif- 
fary, who Ihall repair to the Church or Parifh 
where the abufe is faid to have happened, and 
ftiall there after furomons of the parties, and the 
hearing of the witnefles, eftablifh and authen- 
ticate all fuch fafts as may be neceflary to an 
inveftigation of the fiibjeft, reporting the fame 
to tlie Bifhop ; and the record fhall be of full 
authority, unlefs error or mal-pra£tice being pro- 
ved, a new examination fhall be ordered; and 
the teftimony taken as aforefaid, (hall be figned 
by the witneffe^s, and the whole record of pro- 
ceedings by the Commiifary ; and on the exam- 
ination of any witnefs, a magiftrate fliall be re- 
qucfted to ad minifter to him or her an oath or 
affirmation, if the accufed party requires it. 

CANON IIL 
O F P E N A L T I E S. 
The Bifliop, or any Clergyman appointed by 
him, as a Compiiflary, with affeflbrs to bs cip- 
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pointed^ as in the next article, (hall proceed to 
a full examination of the caufes, and to a final 
fentence, which in the cafe of a Clergyman 
may be admonition, fufpcnfion or degradation ; 
and in tlie cafe of cither clergyman or layman, 
may be exclufion from the Holy Communion, 
or the difavowing of the party as any longer a 
member of this church. Provided that no fen- 
tence of degradation (hall pafs, otherwife than is 
ordered in the fixth article of the general Ec- 
clefiaftical Conftitution. Provided further, that 
due notice of the time and place of trial be gi- 
ven to the pai'ty accufed*, who fhall then and 
there attend, unlefs prevented by ibme reafona- 
ble caufe, to be judged of by the Bifhop and af- 
feffors, in which cafe another notice (hall be 
given as befpre, and the peirty accufed be fur- 
niflied with a copy of the charge, at leaft one 
month before the trial; and in failure of atten- 
dance, no feqtence fhall pafs for any other crime 
than that of Contumacy, which however fhall 
fubje£t him to the fame penalties, as if the 
evil pradice imputed to him, had been 
proved. 



D 
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C A K O N IV. 
OF ASSESSORS ON TRIALS. 

Ori the trial of a Clergyman, there fhall be 
four clergyman appointed by the Biftiop, with 
the knowledge and confent of the Council of 
Advice, out of which number, the party accuf<* 
cd (hall choofe any two , as afleflbrs ; the whole 
number as above, having been convened on fum- 
mons iffued by a fecretary,- who ftiall be ap- 
pointed by the Convention, and until fuch fe- 
cretary be appointed, the fccretary of the Con- 
vention fhall ferve in that capacity. In every 
dccifion, there fhall be an agreement of the 
major number, of the Bilhop, or CommifTary, 
and the afTeiTors, as to matter of faft ; and fen- 
tence fhall be given by the Bifhop or CommifTa- 
ry, according to the Canons. 

In the cafe of a layman, the proceedings 
fhall be as above, only that there fhall be in ad- 
dition to the above clergymen, three lay afTef- 
fors, the major part of whom fhall find the 
fafts, before any fentencc fhall be given ; which 
three lay afTefTors fhall be chofen by the party 
accufed, out of fix lay men of the congrega- 
tion to which he belongs, who fhall be fummon- 
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ed for ther purpofc, with the knowledge audi 
confcnt of the Conncil of Advice • 

C A N O N V. 

OF THE TRIAL OF A BISHOP. 

If the prefentment be of any Biftiop of the 
Church in this State, which (hall only be by 
the Convention thereof, it fhall be made to two 
or more Biftiops of this Church, in any of the 
United States. Such Biftiops fliall have autho- 
rity to inftitute a trial within the diocefe 
of the accufcd Bifliop, and the fentence of 
the faid two Biihops, or the maj oxity of ,a great- 
er number, being declared to be grounded on 
the Canons of the Church, fhall be final. 

C A N O N VL 

OF THE REMOVAL OF MINISTERS FROM 
ANY STATE INTO THIS. 

To qualify a Clergyman coming into this 
State, from any of the States in the Union, to 
fettle and officiate as a Clergyman ; it ftiall be 
neceffary to obtain a licence thereunto, from 
the Biftiop : and to entitle him to fuch licence, 
he fliall produce from the Bifliop, (or if there 
be no Biftiop, from the Standing Committee of 
Convention of the State from which he re' 
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aioyes,) a certificate of his good moral con* - 
duA, and orderly compliance with the inftitu- 
tions and government of the Church, while in 
his or their diftrift ; and on fuch certificate be- 
ing produced, the Bi(hop of the Church in this 

ftate ftiall give, to the party, the licence re- 
quired. 

CANON VII. 

OF THE CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGES. 

No Minifter of this Church fhall celebrate 
any marriage, without having as fufficient tes- 
timony, as the nature of the cafe admits, that 
there is no lawful impediment ; and if there 
be any doubt in regard to either of the par- 
ties, as to his or her being of age or free ; then- 
there appearing to bfe a maftcr or miftrefs, pa- 
rent or guardian, fhall makeut ncceiTary to ha^fc 
the confent of fuch mafter or miftrefs, parent 
or guardian. And if the minifter be duly cer-!- 
tified that there is no legal impediment, he then 
may, and, if either of the parties be of the 
congregation of the minifter, it (hall be his du- 
ty to join them in marriage. 

The following refblutions were offered by the 
Rev. Dr. Smith, and agreed to. viz. 

ift. Resolved, that it be recommended to 
the vefbries of the feveral churches not incor- 
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popated to apply to the judges of the fupreme 
court, according to law, for charters of incorpo- 
ration, which charters before they arc prefented 
to the judges, ftiall be laid before the Biihop and 
his Council of Advice for approbation^ and 
ought to be as nearly fimilar throughout the 
State, as local circumftances will admit. 

2dly, That the veftry of every congregation 
or church now vacant, or unprovided with a 
ininifter, or fuch as fhall hereafter become va- 
cant, ought to have a Handing fubfcription pre- 
pared, cither in cafti or pew rents, or partly in 
both^ for a term of not lefs than three years, 
copditio.ncd for a punctual payment of the fame, 
to fuch minifter as (hall be duly ele^ed and fet- 
tled, according to the eftabliihed rules of the fe- 
veral Churches ; and that the profits and rents 
of Glebes, where there are any, {hall be appli- 
ed only during a vacancy, to inflitute a capital 
fund, bearing intereft for the ufe of the minif- 
tcr of fuch church for the time beings except- 
ing only where the donor of fuch glebe, may 
hay€ applied any part of the rents thereof to 
other pious purpofes. 
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C »^ J 
It was moved and fecondcd, that ia the ex- 
amination for Holy Orders of Abfalom Jones, a 
black man, belonging to the African Church of 
St. Thomas, in this city, the knowledge of the 
Latin and Greek languages be difppnfed with, 
agreeably to the Canon, 

Resolved, that the fame be granted, pro- 
vided it is not to be underftood to entitle the 
African Church to fend a Clergyman or depu- 
ties to the convention, or to interfere with the 
general government of the Epifcopal Church, 
this condition being made, in confideration of 
their peculiar circumftances at prefent. 

Resolved, that the Council of Advice be 
authorifed to print and publifh the journals of 
the five laft Conventions, inclufive of the 
prefcnt. 

The Convention then proceeded to the elec- 
tion of deputies to the general Convention, and 
of a {landing Committee and Council of Advice, 
when the following gentlemen were chofen. 
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( 3i ) 
Deputies to the General Convention. 

Clerical Deputies, Lay Deputies. 

The l^v. Dr. Smith, Jofeph Swift. Efq. 

The Rev. Dr. Andrews, Francis Gurney, Efq. 

The Rev. Dr. Blackwell. Mr. J. B. Gilpin, 

The Rev. Dr. Magaw, Mr. William Stevenfon^ 

Standing Committee and Council of Advice* 

Clerical Members. Lay Members, 

The Rev. Dr. Smith, Jofeph Swift, Efq. 

The Rev. Dr. Andr(;ws, Francis Gurney, Efq. 

The Rev. Dr. Magaw, William Bingham, Efq. 

The Rev. Dr. Blackwell, Mr. William AUibone, 

The Rev. Dr. Hutchins. Mr. Richard North. 

Resolved, that the next Convention ftiall 
meet at Chrift Church in Philadelphia, on the 
annual day, at ten o'clock in the morning. 

The Convention then broke up. 

y antes Abercrombie^ 

I SECRETARY. 
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A''0«, tPNOx AND 
I TlLtC% f{ .AD..T,^^j, 
OF THE I If^^O. 



JOURNAL 



TWELFTH CONVENTION, 



OF THE 



PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 

IN THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
HELD IN CHRIST-CHURCH, ON TUESDAY, MAT 24TH, 1796. 



MEMBERS PRESENT. 

CLERGr. 

The Right Rev. William White, d. d. 

The Rev. Samuel Magaw, d. d. Rector of St. PauPs, Phila- 

delphia. 

The Rev. John Andrews^ d. d. Vice Provost of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania. 

The Rev. • Rohert Blackwelly d. d. Assistant Minister of 
Christ-Church and St. Peter's, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. James Abercrombie, a. m. Assistant Minister of 
Christ-Church and St. Peter's, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Joseph Turner^ Rector of St. Martin's Churchy 

Marcus Hook. 

LArrr. 

From Christ-Church, Philadelphia-^o^^/»A Swifty Esq. Mr. 
Joseph Claypople^ Mr. Leeson Simmons. 

From St, Peter's, Philadelphia — Francis Gumet/y lEsq^ Jokn 
Donnaldson^ Esq. 
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From St. Paul's, Philadelphia— Mr. Godfrey Twells, Mr. 
W. Stevenson^ Mr. Jolm Savidge. 

From Trinity, All Saints, and St. Thomas's — William Lard- 

ner^ Esq. 
From St. James's, Perkiomen — Mr. Henry Pawling. 



The Convention being assembled, the Rev. Mr. Aber- 
crombie read prayers. 

The Deputies from the several congregations abovemen- 
tioned, produced their testimonials of appointment, which 
were read and approved. 

The Convention proceeded to the election of a Secretary, 
when the Rev. Mr. Abercrombie was chosen. 

Dr. Black well presented anacccftnpt from Messrs. Ormrod 
& Conrad, for printing the Journals of the five last State Con- 
ventions, amounting to eleven pounds, and there being no 
money in his hands, as Treasurer, to pay the same, 

On Motion, Resolved, That in order to provide a fund 
for printing the Journals, and defraying the other incidental 
expenses of the State Convention, the associated churches 
shall annually contribute one per cent, upon the salary paid 
to their respective Ministers. 

A Petition was presented by Mr. Stevenson, signed by 
twenty-five members of St. Paul's Church, praying that the 
6th Canon of the State Convention of 1795, and the 5th 
Canon of the last General Convention may be amended ; 

Whereupon, it was moved and seconded, that a, question 
be put, whether the 6th Canon of the State Convention be 
rescinded or amended, which being put accordingly, was 
determined in the negative. 

The following proposed Canon was presented by the Rev. 
Dr. Andrews, which was read, and referred to the next 
Convention. 

CANON VIIl. 
" If a clergyfiian re$iding in another State shall come into 
iWs State, and act in open violation of the Canons, and on a 
representation being made thereof to the Ecclesiastical au- 
thority in that State, it shall appear, that the said clergyman 
is not considered as a member of that Church; it shall, in 
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that case, be the duty of the Bishop of this State to give no- 
tice to the congregations belonging to his diocese or district, 
that such clergyman is not considered for the present as a 
clergyman of this church, and that hfe ofeciating in their 
churches is prohibited. 

't'he Convention then proceeded to the election of Dele- 
gates to the General Convention ; and of a Standing Commit- 
tee, and Council of Advice, when the following gentlemen 
were chosen. 

Delegates to the General Convention. 

CLERICAL DEPUTIES. L\Y DEPUTIKS. 

The Rev. Dr. Smith, Joseph Swift, E§q^ 

Rev. Dr. Andrews, Francis Gurney, Esq. . 

^ Rev. Dr. Magaw, Mr. J. B. Gilpin, 

Rev. Dr. Blackwell. Mr. Wm. Stevenson. 

Standing Committee and Council of Advice. 

CLERICAL MEMBERS. LAY MEMBERS. 

The Rev. Dr. Smith, Joseph Swift, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Andrews, Francis Gurney, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Magaw, John Donnaldson, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Blackwell, Capt. Wm. AUiboiie, 

Rev. Dr. Hutchins. Mr. Godfrey Twells. 

Resolved, That ,the next Convention shall meet at 
Christ-Church, in Philadelphia, on the next annual day at 
10 o' clock in the morning. 

The Convention then broke up. 

JAMES ABERCROMBIE, 
Secretary. 
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JOURNAL 



OF THE ^ 

THIRTEENTH CONVENTION, 

OF THE 

PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 

IN THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
HELD IN CHRIST-CHURCH, ON TUESDAY JUNE 13, 1797. * 



MEMBERS PRESENT. 

CLERGT. 

The Right Rev. William White, D. D. 

The Rev. Samuel MagaWj d. d. Rector of St. Paul's, Phila- 
delphia. 

The Rev. John Andrews^ d. d, Vice Provost of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania. 

The Rev. Robert Blackwelly d. d. Assistant Minister of 
Christ-Church and St. Peter's, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. James Abercrombiey a. m. Assistant Minister of 
Christ- Church and St. Peter's, Philadelphia. 

The ^ey. Joseph Hutchins^ d. d. 

The Rev. fTilliam Smithy d. d. 

The Rev. Joseph Turner, Rector of St, Martin's Church, 

Marcus Hook. 

The Rev. Levi Heath, Rector of St. John's, Concord; Bangor, 
Lancaster; and St. Paul's, Chester. 

The Rev. Caleb Hopkins, Rector of Christ-Church, Deny; 
Christ-Church, Turbut; and St. Andrews, Northumberland. 
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LArrr. 

From Christ-Church — Philadelphia, Mr, Joseph Claypoole^ 
Mr. Leeson Simmons. 

From St. Peter's Church, Philadelphia — Francis Gurnet/^ Esq. 
John C Stockerj Esq., Joseph, Sims^ Esq. 

From St. PauPs Church, Philadelphia — Mr. TFilliam Steven- 
son^ Mr. Richard North. 

From St. Martin's Church, Marcus Hook — Mr. Zachariah 

Derrick. 

From Christ- Church, Northumberland — Mr. Zachariah Bull. 



The Convention being assembled, the Rev. Mr. Aber- 
crombie read prayers, and was appointed Secretary. 

The Deputies from the several congregations produced 
their testimonials of appointment, which were read and ap- 
proved. 

The Minutes of the former Convention were read, and the 
Canon then proposed by Dr. Andrews was taken into consi- 
deration and passed. 

The Deputies from St. PauPs Church, Philadelphia, made 
a proposal tending to the repeal of certain Canons of the 
General Convention, which proposal was in consequeijcef of 
instructions from the congregation of the said church. There 
was also read a letter addressed to the Convention by sundry 
members of the same church, objecting, to certain matters 
contained in the said instructions. 

The Convention, without taking any order in the aforesaid 
business, earnestly recommend to the Congregation to adopt 
measures in the spirit of Christian Love and Forbearance, for 
the healing of their divisions. 

Resolved, That the two papers presented by the mem- 
bers from St. Paul's, be returned to the respective gentlemen 
who presented them, with a copy of the above recommen- 
dation. 

Dr. Blackwell proposed a Canon on the general state of 
the church, which was passed, and is as follows : 
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CANON IX. 

As a free intercourse of friendly communication, between 
the several congregations of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
in the district of Pennsylvania, would greatly contribute to 
the interest and satisfaction of the whole body : it is there- 
fore required of every clergyman, to make such communi- 
cation to the Bishop of said church, in the month of March 
yearly, and every year, in which he shall set forth the particu- 
lar circumstances of the congregation or congregations in 
which he officiates. As, the number of families belonging to 
' each, the baptisms, communicants, and such general informa- 
tion concerning the state of the chureh, as he shall think use- 
ful and necessary. And that, whenever the Journals of this 
Convention shall be published, such extracts from said com- 
munication as may be thought advisable, shall be publi^ed 
with them. 

Resolved, That a Sermon be preached at the opening of 
every future Convention, and that the Right Rev. Dr. White 
be requested to perform that duty at the next. 

Resolved, That IJ per cent, instead of 1 per cent, as 
enacted at the last Convention, be collected on the salaries 
of the different Ministers of the associated churches, through- 
out the State, as a fund for printing the Journals and defray- 
ing the other incidental expenses of the Convention. 

The Convention then proceeded to the election of Dele- 
gates to the General Convention; and of a Standing Commit- 
tee and Council of Advice, when the following gentlemen 
were chosen. 

Delegates to the General Convention. . 

^ CLERICAL DEPUTIES. LAY DEPUTIES. 

The Rev. Dr. Smith, Joseph Swift, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Andrews, Francis Gum'ey, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Magaw, John C. Stocker, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Blackwell. Mr. Wm. Stevenson. 

Standing Committee and Council of Advice. 

CLERICAL MEMBERS. . LAY MEMBERS. 

The Rev. Dr. Smith, Joseph Swift, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Andrews, Francis Gumey, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Magaw, Wm. Bingham, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Hutchins, John C. Stocker, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Blackwell. Mr. W. Stevenson. 
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Re solved, That the next Convention shall meet at Christ- 
Church, in Philadelphia, on the annual day. 
The Convention then broke up. 

JAMES ABERC^OMBIE, 
Secretary* 
CANON X. 

Passed at the 13th State Convention, June 23, 1797, and 
amended by the following Convention, June 5, 1798. 

As a free intercourse of friendly communication between 
the several congregations of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
in the district of Pennsylvania, would greatly contribute to 
the interest and satisfaction of the whole body; it is therefore 
required of every clergyman to make such communication to 
the Bishop of said church on the 2nd Monday after Whitsun- 
day yearly, and in every year, on, or before the said day to 
be delivered into his hands by every clergyman, or by some 
person on his behalf; in which he shall set forth the particular 
circumstances of the congregation or congregations in which 
he officiates; as, the number of families belonging to each, 
the baptisms, communicants, and such general information 
concerning the state of the church, as he shall think useful 
and necessary; and that whenever the Journals of this Con- 
vention shall be published, such extracts from said commu- 
nication, as may be thought advisable shall be published 
with them. 
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JOURNAL 



OF THE 



FOURTEENTH CONVENTION, 



OF THE 



PROTESTANT EPISQOPAL CHURCH, 

IN THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
HELD IN CHRIST-CHURCH, ON TUESDAY JUNE 5, 1798. 



MEMBERS PRESENT. 

CLERGY. 

The Right Rev. William White, D. D. 

The Rev. Samuel Magcnv^ d. d. Rector of St. Paul's Church i 

Philadelphia. 

The Rev. John Andrews^ d. d. Vice Provost of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania. 

The ^Q\. Robert Blackwell^ d. d. Assistant Minister of Christ- 
Church and St. Peter's, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. James Abercrombiey a. m. Assistant Minister of 
Christ- Church and St. Peter's, Philadelphia, 

The Rev. Joseph Turner^ Rector of St. Martin's Church^ 

Marcus Hook. 

The Rev. John H. Hobart^ a.m. 

LAirr. 
From ChHst-Church, Philadelphia — Joseph Swiftj Esq., Mr. 

Leeson Simmons^ Mr. Joseph Claypoble. 
From St. Peter's, Philadelphia — CoL F. Gurnet/ j John C 

Stockery Esq., Joseph Sims, Esq. 

From Trinity,. All Saints, 'and St. Thomas's Churches — Mr. 

J. B. Gilpin, and Mr. C. LiOeser. 
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The Convention being assembled, the Rev, Mr. Aber- 
crombie read prayers, and was afterwards unanimously cho- 
sen Secretary. 

The delegates from the several congregations produced 
their testimonials of appointment, which were read and 
approved. 

The Minutes of the former Convention were read. 

The Bishop having stated to the Convention that it was 
his design, in the event of his life and health, and if approved 
of by the Convention, to deliver to the clergy, an annual 
Pastoral Charge at the future meetings of the Convention, 
and in their presence, 

Resolved, That the same is approved of, and the Bishop 
is desired to carry it into effect. ^ 

Resolved, That the Canon passed at the last Conven- 
tion be so far altered, as that the returns to be made to the 
Bishop, by the several parochial clergy in the month of 
March yearly, and in every year, be on the second Monday 
after Whitsunday, yearly, and in every year, on, or before 
the said day, to be delivered into his hands by every clergy- 
man, or some person on his behalf. 

Resolved, That the aforesaid Canon, as altered, be sent 
to every clergyman, and to every congregation destitute of a 
minister, with a notification of the stated annual day of the 
meeting of the State Convention. 

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of 
this Convention to give notice of the annual day of meeting 
to every clergyman, and to every congregation destitute of 
a minister, to be sent not later than the preceding vEaster. 

The Convention then proceeded to the election of Dele- 
gates to the General Convention ; and of a Standing Commit- 
tee, and Council of Advice, when the following gentlemen 
were chosen. 

Delegates to the General Convention. 

CLERICAL MEMBERS. LAY MEMBERS. 

The Rev* Dr. Smith, Joseph Swift, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Andrews, Francis Gumey, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Magaw, John C. Stocker, Esq. 



Rev. Dr. Blackwell. Mr. J. B. Gilpin. 

B 
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Standing Committee and Council of Advice. 

CLERICAL MEMBERS. LAY MEMBERS. 

The Rev. Dr. Smith, Joseph Swift, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Andrews,- Francis, Giirney, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Magaw, John C. Stocker, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Blackwell, John Donnaldson, Esq. 

Rev. Mr. Abercrombie. Joseph Sims, Esq. 

Resolved, That the next Convention shall meet at 
Christ-Church, in Philadelphia, on the next annual day at * 
10 o' clock in the morning. 

The Convention then broke up. 

JAMES ABERCROMBIE, 
Secretary* 
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JOURNAL 



OF THE 

FIFTEEENTH CONVENTION, 

OF THE 

PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 

IN THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
HELD IN CHRIST-CHURCH, ON TUESDAY MAY 21ST, 1799. 



MEMBERS PRESENT. 

CLERGT. 

The Right Rev. William White, D. D. 

The Rev. William Smithy d. d. 

The Rev. Samuel AfagaWj d. d. Rector of St. PauPs CHurch, 

Philadelphia. 

The Rev. James Abercrombicy a. m. Assistant Minister of 

Christ-Church and St. Peter's, Philadelphia. 

LAITT. 

From Christ-Church, and St. Peter's, Philadelphia — Joseph 

Swifty Esq., Gen. Gurneyy John C Stocker^ Esq., Capt. 

Leeson Simmons. 



The Convention being assembled, the Rev. Mr. Aber- 
crombie read prayers, and was then unanimously elected 
Secretary. 

The delegates from Christ- Church and St. Peter's pro- 
duced their testimonials of appointment, which were read 
and approved. 

Resolved, That, as through the omission of notice, or 
some other circumstances, the number of members who 
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have attended this Convention^ is unusually small, the Bishop 
be requested to defer the delivery of the Charge which he 
has prepared agreeably to the desire of the last Convention. 
The Convention then proceeded to the election of Dele- 
gates to the General Convention, and of a Standing Commit- 
tee and Council of Advice, when the following gentlemen 
.were chosen : 

Delegates to the General Convention. 

CLERICAL MEMBERS. LAY MEMBERS. 

The Rev. Dr. Smith, Gen. Francis Gumey, 

Rev. Dr. Andrews, John C. Stocker, Esq, 

Rev. Dr. Magaw, Joseph Sims, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. BlackweU, M. J. B. Gilpin. 

Standing Committee and Council of Advice. 

CLERICAL MEMBERS. LAY-MEMBERS. 

The Rev. Dn Smith, Gen. Francis Gumey, 

Rev. Dr. Andrews, Joseph Swift, Esq. 

Rev. Dr, Magaw, J. C. Stocker, Esq. 

Rev. Dr, BlackweU, John Donnaldson, Esq. 

. Rev. Mr. Abercrombie, Joseph Sims, Esq. 

Re s o L v £ D, That the next Convention shall meet at Christ- 
Church, in Philadelphia, on the next annual day, at 10 o'- 
clock in the morning. 

The Convention then broke up. 

JAMBS ABERCROMBIE, 
Secretary. 
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JOURNAL 



OF THE 

SIXTEENTH CONVENTION, 

OF THE 

PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 

IN THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
HELD IN CHRIST-CHURCH, ON TUESDAY, JUNE IOTH, 1800. 



MEMBERS PRESENT. 

CLERGY. 

The Right Rev. William White, d. d ^ 

The Rev. Robert BlackweUy d. d. Assistant Minister of 

Christ-Church and St. Peter|s, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. James Abercrombie^ a. m. Assistant Minister of 
Christ-Church and St. Peter's, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Joseph Clarksortj a. h. Rector of St. James'Sji 

Lancaster. 

The Rev. Joseph Turnery Rector of St. Martin's, Marcua 

Hook. 

LAirr. 

From Christ-Church, Philadelphia — Mr. Joseph Claypoole^ 

Mr. Leesan Simmons. 

From St. Peter's Church, Philadelphia — General Gumey^ 
John C. StockeTy Esq., Joseph SimSy Esq. 
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The Rev. Mr. Clarkson read prayers. 

The lay delegates produced iheir testimonials of appoint- 
ment which were read and approved. 

The Convention proceeded to the election of a Secretary, 
when the Rev. Dr. Blackwell was chosen. 

The Rev. Dr. Blackwell, Rev. Mr. Clarkson, Gen. Gur- 
ney, and Joseph Sims, Esq., Members of the late General 
Convention, communicated the following resolution of that 
body, tavnt: Resolved, That it be made known tathe 
several State Conventions, that it is proposed, to consider 
and determine in the next General Convention, on the fol- 
lowing alteration of the First Article of the Constitution, to 
read thus: Art. Ist^ There shall be a General Convention of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the United States of 
America, on the third Tuesday of May, in the year of our 
Lord 1805, and on the third Tuesday in May, in every fifth 
year afterwards, in such place, &c. as before. 

The Convention then proceeded to the election of Dele- 
gates to the General Convention, and of the Standing Com^ 
mittee and Council of Advice, when the following gentlemen 
were chosen : 

Delegate's to the General Convention. 

qt-ERICAL DELEGATES. . LAY DELEGATES. 

The Rev. Dr. Smith, General Gumey, 

Rev. Dr. Magaw, John C. Stocker, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Andrews, Jose]^ Sims, Esq.* 

Rev. Dr. Blackwell. Mr. John B. Gilpin. 

Standing Committee and Council of Advice: 

CLERICAL MEMBERS. LAY MEMBERS. 

The Rev. Dr. Smith, General Gumey, 

Rev. Dr. Andrews, Joseph Swift, Esq. 

Rev. Dr- Magaw, John C. Stocker, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Blackwell, Joseph Sims, Esq. 

" Rev. Mr. Abercrombie. Mr. T. Cumpston, 

Resolved, That the Convention shall meet at Christ- 
Church, in the city of Philadelphia, on the next annual day at 
10 o'clock, A. M. The Convention then adjourned. 

ROBER T BLACKWELL, 

Secretary* 
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The Convention being assembled, the Rev. Dr. Black- 
well read prayers. 

The lay Deputies produced their testimonials of appoint- 
menty which were read and approved. 

The Convention proceeded to the election of a Secretary, 
when Dr. Blackwell was chosen. 

Resolved, That the time of the annual meeting (rf* this 
Convention shall be advertised in at least two newspapers, 
for six weeks previous to the day of meeting. 

Resolved, That the Council of advice form apian, by 
which the vacant congregations of the church in diis State 
may occasionally have the benefit of Divine Service and 
preaching among them. And it is recommended to every 
clergyman to give a Sunday or two in each year, for promo- 
tmg so good and pious a purpose. 

The Convention then proceeded to. the election of Dele- 
gates to the General Convention, and of a Standing Com- 
mittee and Council of Advice, when the following gentle- 
men were chosen : 

Deputies to the General Convention. 

CLERICAL DEPtJTIES. , LAY DEPUTIES. 

The Rev. Dr. Smith, General Gumey, 

Kev. Dr. Andrews, John C. Stocker, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Magaw, Joseph Sims, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Blackwell. Mr. John B. Gilpin. 

Standing Committee and Council of Advice. 

CLERICAL MEMBERS. LAY MEMBERS. 

The Rev. Dr. Smith, General Gumey, 

Rev. Dr. Andrews, Joseph Swift, Esq. 

Rev. Dr, Magaw, John C. Stocker, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Blackwell, Joseph Sims, Esq. 

Rev. Mr. Abercrombie. Mr. Thomas Cumpston. 

Resolved, That the next Convention shall meet at 
Christ-Church, in the city of Philadelphia, on the next an- 
nual day, which is the second Tuesday after the Fe^t of 
Pentecost, at 10 o'clock A, M. . 

The Convention then adjourned. 

ROBERT BLACKWELL, 
Secretary. 
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JOURNAL 



OF THE 



EIGHTEENTH CONVENTION, 

OF THE 

proi:estant episcopal church, 

IN THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
HELD IN CHRIST-CHURCH, ON TUESDAY JUNE45TH, 1802. 



MEMBERS PRESENT. 

CLERGr. 

The Right Rev. William White, d. d 

The Rev. Samuel Magaw^ d. d. Rector of St. Paul's, Phila- 
delphia. 

The Rev. John Andrews y d. d. Vice Provost of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvaiiia. 

The Rev. Rohert Blackwell, d. d. Assistant Minister of 
Christ-Church and St. Peter's, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. James jibercrombie, a. m. Assistant Minister of 
Christ-Church and St. Peter's, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Joseph Turner ^ Rector of St. Martin's Chtirch, 

Marcus Hook. 

LAITY. 

From Christ- Church, Philadelphia — Mr. Leeson Simmons . 

From St. Peter's Church, Philadelphia — General Gumeyy 
Joseph Sims, Esq. 

From All Saints, Philadelphia county — Mr. /. £. Gilpin. 

From St. Gabriel's, Berks county— Mr. Nicholas Jones. 
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The Rev. Mr. Turner read prayers. 

The Convention proceeded to the election of a Secretary, 
when the Rev. Dr. Blackwell was chosen. 

The lay Delegates produced their testimonials of appoint- 
ment, which were read and approved. 

The resolution of the General Convention, held at Tren- 
ton, in the State of New- Jersey in Sept. 1801, for altering the 
First Article of the Constitution, was made known to this 
Convention. 

Inasmuch as a report has for some time past prevailed, and 
yet obtains, affecting the moral character of the Rev. Robert 
Andrews, a clergyman of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
in the State of Pennsylvania, — late of Pittsburg, and now 
teacher of a private school in this city, the influence of which 
report must be deeply injurious to the interest of religion, 
and the reputation of the church: Resolved^ that the Rev. 
Dr. Blackwell, the Rev. Dr. Magaw, Mr. Jones, and Gen- 
eral Gurney, be a committee of inquiry to examine impar- 
tially, and strictly, into the grounds of the above, and, of the 
same, to make report to this Convention as soon as may be. 

The Convention then proceeded to the election of dele- 
gates to the General Convention, and of a Standing Commit- 
tee and Council of Advice, when the following gentlemen 
were chosen. 

Deputies to the General, Convention. 

CLERICAL DEPUTIES. LAY DEPUTIES. 

The Rev. Dr. Smith, Gen. Francis Gurney, 

Rev. Dr. Andrews, John G. Stocker, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Magaw, Joseph Sims, Esq. 

Rpv. Dr. Blackwell. Mr. John B. Gilpin. 

Standing Committee and Council of Advice. 

CLERICAL MEMBERS. LAY MEMBERS. 

The Rev. Dr. Smith, Gen. Francis Gurney, 

Rev. Dr. Andrews, Joseph Swift, Esq. 

Rev. Dr Magaw, John C. Stocker, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Blackwell, Joseph Sims, Esq. 

Rev. Mr. Abercrorabie. Mr. Thomas Cumpston. 
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On Motion, Restolved, That if any of the deputies to 
the General Convention should decline the appointment, or 
be unable to attend, the remaining deputies, of the same 
order, may elect another person in his stead, who shall have 
the same powers as if direcdy appointed by the Convention. 
The Convention then adjourned 'till tomorow 4 o'clock, 
P. M. 

'Wednesday J June 16^A, 1802. 

The Convention met according to adjournment. 

PRESENT. 

The Right Rev. Dr. White. 

The Rev. Dr. Andrews, General Gurney, 

Rev. Dr. Magaw, Mr. Nicholas Jones, 

Rev. Dr. Blackwell, Mr. Leeson Simmons, 

Rev. Mr. Abercrombie. John C. Stocker, Esq. 

The committee appointed to inquire concerning the al- 
leged misconduct of the Rev. Robert Andrews; Report that 
they have been as diligent in the said inquiry as the interval 
of time permitted; but had not yet obtained such information 
as to enable them to form an opinion,^either as to the in- 
stituting a process on the ground of the Canons, or as to the 
dismission of the subject from the further consideration of 
the Convention, The committee therefore recommend a 
further adjournment of the Convention. 

Mr. Nicholas Jones living at a great distance from Phila- 
delphia, requested to be dismissed from the committee, his 
request was granted, and Mr. Stocker appointed one of the 
committee. 

The Convention then adjourned to the first Tuesday in 
October next; to meet at Christ-Church, in the city of Phi- 
ladelphia, at 10 o*clock A. M. 

SOBERT BLACKWELL, 

Secretary* 
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OF THE 



NINETEENTH CONVENTION, 



OF THE 



PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 

IN THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
HELD IN CHRIST-CHURCH, ON TUESDAY, JUNE 7TH, 1803. 



MEMBERS PRESENT. 
CLERGY. 

The Right Rev. William White, d» d. 

The Rev. John Andrews j d. d. Vice Provost of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania. 

The Rev. Robert Blackwelly d. d. Assistant Minister of Christ- 
Church and St. Peter's, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. James Abercrombiey a. m. Assistant Minister of 
Christ-Chtirch and St. Peter's, Philadelphia, 

The Rev. Joseph Turner ^ Rector of St. Martin's, Marcus 

Hook. 

The Rev. John Armstrong. 

LAITT. 

From Christ-Church, Philadelphia — Mr. Joseph Clqt/poole, 

Mr. Leeson Simmons^ Mr. fT. Ball. , 
From St. Peter's Church, Philadelphia— General Gumey, 
John C. Stocker^ Esq. 
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-The Rev. Mr. Abercrombie read prayers. 

The Convention proceeded to the election of a Secretary, 
when the Rev. Dr. Blackwell was choben. 

The minutes of the former Convention being read, it was 
given as a reason why the members did not attend their ad- 
journed meeting on the first Tuesday in October, that the 
yellow fever then prevailed in the city. 

The lay delegates produced their testimonials of appoint- 
ment, which were read and approved- 

The Convention went into the consideration of the case of 
the Rev. Robert Andrews, as apparent on the minutes of the 
last Convention. And after a full discussion of the subject; 
on motion made and seconded, Re^hed^ That, agreeaUy to 
the first Canon of the Church in this State, the sai^ Rev. 
Robert Andrews be presented to the Bishop for trial, on the 
fcdlowing charge : viz. That the said Rev. Robert Andrews, 
knowing that he was reported to have been guilty of adultery, 
with a certain woman, in whose house he was a lodger, had 
not only neglected to take any measures to disprove the mat- 
ter, although the same had been intimated to him by certain 
of his brethren of the clergy ; but had continued to be a lod- 
ger m the house kept by the woman, with whom the said 
criminal conversation had been reported to have taken place : 
Whereby the said Robert Andrews has brought reproach on 
the clerical character, and on religion generally. 

The Secretary is ordered to furnish the Bishop with a copy 
of the above. 

The Convention then proceeded to the election of Dele- 
' gates to the General Convention, and of a Standing Commit- 
tee and Council of Advice, when the following gentlemen 
were chosen. 

Delegates to the General Convention. 

CLERICAL DEPUTIES. LAY DEPUTIES. 

The Rev. Dr. Andrews, General Gumey, 

Rev. Dr. Magaw, John C. Stocker, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Blackwell. Joseph Sims, fesq. 

Rev. Mr. Abercrombie. Mr, John Lardner. 
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Standing Committee and Council of Advice. 

CLERICAL DEPUTIES. LAY DEPUTIES. 

The Rev. Dr. Andrews, General Gumey, 

Rev. Dr. Magaw, John C .Stocker, Esq, 

Rev. Dr. Blackwell. Joseph Sims, Esq, 

Rev. Mr. Abercrombie. Mr. Thomas Cumpston. 

Rev. Mr. Turner. Mr> James Ash. 

RssoLVEDy That if ainy of the deputies to the General 
Convention should decline the appointment, or be unable to 
attend, the remaining deputies of the same order, shall 
elect another person in his stead; who shall have the same 
powers as if directly appointed by the Convention. 

On Motion, Resolved, That Mr. Stocker, and Mr. Sims, 
tie a committee on the part of this Convention, to attend any 
proceedings which may be held in the case of the Rev. Ro- 
bert Andrews; and that the Bishop be desired to notify the 
said gentleman of such proceedings, when held. 

Resolved, That the Convention shall meet at Christ- 
Church, in the city of Philadelphia, on the next annual day at 
10 o'clock, A. M. The Convention then adjourned. 

ROBERT BLACKWELL, 
Secretary. 
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JOURNAL 



OF THE 



T^yrENTIETH CONVENTION, 



OF THE 



PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 

IN TH^ STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
HELD IN CHRIST-CHURCH, ON TUESDAY MAY 29TH, 1604. 



MEMBERS PRESENT. 

CLERGT. 

The Right Rev. William White, D. D. 

The Rev. John Andrews^ d. d. Vice Provost of the Umrer- 
sity of Pennsylvania. 

The Rev. Robert Blackwelly d. d. Assistant Minister of 
Christ-Church and St. Peter's, Philadelphia, 

The Rev. James Abererdmbiey a. h. Assistant Minister of 
Christ- Church and St. Peter's, Philadelphia. "* : 

The Rev. Joseph Hutchins^ d. d. 

The Rev. Joseph Clarkson^ a. m. Rector of St. James's, 

Lancaster. 

The Rev. Joseph Turner y Rector of St: Martinis; 

The Rev. Caleb Hopkins. 

LAJnr. 

From Christ-Church — Philadelphia, WrA. Tiighman^ £#&<)•» 
Capt. Leeson Simmons. 

From St. Peter's, Philadelphia — General Gumcy^ J. C. 
Stacker y £sq., Mr. Joseph Sims. 

From St. Gabriel's, Berks county — Mr. Levi Bull. 
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The Rev. Mr. Clarkson read prayers. . 

The lay delegates produced theif testimonials of appoint- 
ment, which were read and approved. 

The Convention proceeded to the election of a Secretary, 
when the Rev. Dr. Blackwell was chosen. 

It was communicated to this Convention by the Bishop, 
that the Rev. Robert Andrews had been degraded from the 
holy office of the ministry. 

Ordered, that the instrument of his degradation be entered 
on the minutes, which is as follows: 

BY WILLIAM WHITE, D. D. • 

Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Churchy in the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania. 

Whereas it is provided by the first of the Canons 
of the General Convention of the year 1801, that ** if any 
" person having been ordained in this Church, or having 
" been otherwise regularly ordained and admitted a Minister 
" in this Church, shall discontinue all exercise of the mini- 
" sterial office without lawful cause, or shall avow that he is 
" no longer a Minister of this Church, or shall live in the 
** habitual disuse of the publick worship or of the holy Eu- 
** charistj according to the offices of this Church, such per- 
" son, on due proof of the same, or on his own confession, 
" shall be liable tp be degraded from the Ministry ;" 

And whereas Robert Andrews^ heretofore a Minister of 
this Church, hath declared his ** determination of henceforth 
relinquishing all claim to the character and functions of a 
clergyman" in this Church; the said declaration being con- 
tained in a letter to the Reverend John Andrews, D. D., and 
the said letter having been acknowledged to me by the said 
Robert Andrews in person, to be his act and a true expres- 
sion of his intentions; 

Therefore, with the approbation of the Council of 
' Advice, I degrade the said Robert Andrews from the Mini- 
stry of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the United States 
of America ; and I pronounce the former ordinations of the 
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said Robert Andrews to the. holy orders of Deacons' 
Priests to be henceforth of no effect. 

WITNESS my hand, this twenty-seventh day 
of December, in the year of our Lord, one 
thousand eight hundred and three. 

WItLIAM WHITE. 

The Convention then proceeded to the election of Dele- 
gates to the General Convention, and of the members of the 
Standing Committee and Council of Advice, when the fol- 
lowing gentlemen were chosen : 

Delegates to the General Convention. 

CLERICAL DELEGATES. LAY DELEGATES. 

The Rev. Dr. Andrews, Wm. Tilghman, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Blackwell. General Gurney, 

RevVMr. Clarkson, T. Cumpston, Esq. 

Rev. Mr. Abercrombie. Mr. Levi Bull. 

Standing Committee and Council of Advice. 

CLERICAL MEMBERS. LAY MEMBERS. 

The Rev. Dr. Andrews, General Gurney, 

Rev. Dr. Hutchins, John C. Stocker, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Blackwell, Joseph Sims, Esq. 

Rev. Mr. Turner, T. Cumpston, Esq. 

Rev. Mr. Abercrombie. James Ashi Esq: 

The delegates to the General Convention are empowered 
by this Convention, to fill up any vacancy that may take 
place among them. 

Resolved, That the next Convention shall meet at Christ- 
Dhurch, in Philadelphia, on the next annual day, at 10 o'- 
dock in the morning. 

The Convention then broke up. 

ROBER T SLACK W ELL, 
Secretary. 
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JOURNAL 

or THE ' ■' ' 
" TWENTY^FIRST CONVENTION 

OF THE 

PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 

In the State of {Pennsylvania, 

ffeid in Christ Church, in the City of Philadelphia, 
fm Tuesday i the lith of June^ 1805. 

PRESENT. 

CLERGY. 

The RiGftt Revd. Wm. WHITE, i5. r>. 

The Revd. John Andrews^ d, d. Vice Provost of 
the University of Pennsylvania. 

The Revd. Robert Bljuckwell^ p. v>, Assi^tai&t Minis- 
ter of Clprist Church and St, Peter's, PhUadelphia. 

The Revd. Joseph Pilmorcy Rector of St. Paul's, 
Philadelphia, 

The Revdi Joseph Turner ^ Rector of St. Martin's, 
Marcus Hook. 

The Revd. Mr. Hopkins, Reaor of St. Gabriel's, 
Morlatton. 

The-Revd. Mr. ^u/A 
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LAITY. 

From Christ Church, Philadelphia— Yflmue/ Wheeler^ 
Esq. Captain L, Simmons, 

From St. Peter's, Philadelphia— /.C Stocker, Esq. 

From St. PaiilN, Philadelphia — Mr. Jo/in Claxton^ 
Mr. Richard Norths P. F. Gleniworth^ m. b. 

From St. Gabriers, Mprlatton — Mr. Nicbplas Jones. 



The Conveation being a8sernblp'4, the Rev, Mr. 
Hopkins read .prayers. ♦ 

The delegates from the several congregations be- 
fore mentioned produced tbeiracfrfknonials of appoint- 
ment, which were read and approved. 

The Convention proceeded to the election of a se- 
cretary, when Dr. GlentwQrjb was chosen. 

On motion, resolved, That the secretary of the 
Convention be desired tb give notice, in future, of the 
annual day of the Convention, to ev-ery clergyman of 
this chu*'ch, within the state, and to add in each no- 
tice to eVery clergyrtian not residing itt the, city, that 
he is requested to give notice of the said annual day, 
not' only 16 the wafdens and^ ve^yitien of his own 
congregation, but to thos6 of every vacant congre* 
gation which may be in his vicinity ; und the said duty 
is to be so performed by the secretary, that the no- 
tices iiiay.be received at least one month before the 
annual day. * ' 

Resolved, That ft is, highly expedient that some 
measures be adopred for occasional preaching in the 
vacant congregations of this church. And the cler- 
gy now present expressed their desire of severally con^ 
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tribi^nj^ td tfife'worfc, gofer a^.is convcniehr With 
thbfr nespeciive situations ;-*-^Thct-ef(irfc, . , > < 

BLesolved, That a comrairtee of three bft appoint-* 
cd, -who, with the Bishop, ishall determine the tihrcs 
and places of preaching, ais ^foresaid ; regard being 
had to the convenience o^ the different clergymen 
who are tt> undertake the duty., And .wheneas spme 
clergymen in this state are so remote from the Bishop, 
tha't they cannot cohveniently cQpfer with him, 6r 
the committee to be appointed in regard to* the time* 
and placie of 'preaching as aforesaid ; — Tlierefbre, ' ' 

Resolved, That it bp recommended to the more 
distant clergy to take measures, either individually, or 
by such agreement as circumstances may permit, for 
the visiting, of vacant congregations,, within a conve* 
nient distance of them, . ; 

The Cortvention thenipfoceeded to the choice of a 
committee, whefi the Revif* Dn^BIackwell, Revd. Mr. 
Pilmore, and Revd. Mr^ Turner were chosen. 

Resolved, That the' different clergy be desired to 
report tp the next convention, the visits which shall be 
ifiajde to vacant congregatiohs, as above provided for. 

Resolved, That the different clergymen visiting, 
as above provided for, be desired to furnish the Bishop, 
and the committee, ' with such information as they 
shall be able to obtain from the different congrega- 
tions, as to the best means of upholding the admini- 
stration of the ordinances of religion among them, 
and that for this end the congregations be assured of 
the carntist'dfcsire which the' Convention entertain for 
the accomplivbiog of that object. 

Resolved, That the secretary be desired to for- 
ward a copy of these resolutions to every Clergyman 
within the state. 
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The Convention jN-peeeded cp the electioji of, Dek*. 
gates to the Generi^l C.on\£Otion, and o{ Members ot 
the Si;an4ing Committee^ and Council qF Advice, when 
the following gentlemen were chosen. 

General Cowpentim. 

CLERICAL DEtEGATXS. LAY I>E£EGAt£f. 

Revd, Dr. Andrews, Wm. Tilghmah, Esq^. 

Revd. Dr. Blackwell, . Gen. Gurney, 

Kevd. Dr. Abercrombie, Mr. Nicholas Jones, . 

Revd. Mr. Clarkson. Doctor Glentwortb. 

Standing Committee akd Council of Adoice. 

CLERICAL MEMBE&8. LAY MEMBERS. 

Revd. Dr. Andrews, Gen. Gomey, 

Revd. Dr. Blackwell, Samuel Wheeler, Es^. 

Revd. Dr. Abercrombie, Mr. John Matthews, 

Revd. Mr. Pilmore,. Mr* Joseph Sims^ 

Revd. Mr. Turner. Mr. Thomas Cumpston. 

Resolved, That the Delegates to the General 
Convention be empowered by this Convention to fill 
up any vacancy that may take place among them. 

Resolved, That the Convention shall meet at 
Christ Church in the city of Philadelphia, on the next 
Annual Day, at 10 o'clock, A. M. . 

The Convention then adjourned. 

PLUNKET F. GLENTWORTH, 
Secretary. 
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JOURNAL 

OF THE 

TWENTY-SECOND CONVENTION 

OF THE 

PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 

In the State of Pennsylvania, 

Held in Christ Church, in the City of Philadelphia, 
on Tuesday the 3rf of June^ 1806. 

PRESENT. 

CLERGY. 

- The Right Revd. Wm. WHITE, D. d. 

The Revd. John Andrews^ d. d. Vice Provost of 
the University of Pennsylvania. 

The Revd. Robert Blackwell^ d. d. Assistant Minis* 
ter of Christ Church and St. Peter's, Philadelphia, 

The Revd. James Abercratnbie^ d. d. Assistant Minis- 
ter of Christ Church and St. Peter's Philadelphia. 

The Revd. Joseph Pilmore^ Rector of St. Paul's, 
Church, Philadelphia. 

The Revd. Joseph Hutchinsj d. d. 
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The Revd. Joseph Turner^ Rector of St. Martin's, 
Marcus Hook. 

The Revd. Joseph Clarkson^ a. m. Rector of St. 
-japaes's, Lancaster. 

The Revd. Caleb Hopkins, Rector of St. Gabriel's, 
Berks County. 

The Revd. Levi Bull 



LAlfY. 

From Christ Church, Philadelphia — Captain Leeson 
SimmopSj Peter Browne^ Esq. 

From St. Peter's, Philadelphia — Gen. Francis Gur- 
ney^ Mr. Joseph Sims. 

From St. Paul's, Philadelphia — Mr. John Claxtony 
P. F. Glentworthj m. b. 

From TTmity Church, Oxford, Philadelphia county — 
Mr. John Lardner. 

From All Saints Church, Philadelphia county-*-Mr. 
William Lardner. 

From St. Gabriel's, Berks county — Mr. Nicholas 
Jones, 



The Convention being assembled, the Rev. Mr. 
Bull read prayers. 

The Convention proceeded to the election of a 
Secretary, when Dr. Glentworth was chosen. 
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The Secretary reported that the journal of the last, 
and a notice of the meeting of the present Conven- 
tion, had been forwarded to every clergyman within 
the state* 

Several of the clergy present having made verbal 
reports, that they had visited vacant congregations 
since the last Convention. — On motion,, resolved. 
That the clergy hereafter visiting such congregations, 
report to the Bishop in writing, such information as 
they shall be able to obtain respecting them, to be 
laid by him before the Convention. 

Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to re- 
quest the attention of every clergyman within the 
state to the llth Canon of the General Convention. 

Resolved, That a discourse be delivered annually 
before the Convention, on the second Wednesday 
after Whitsunday, the plan on which that duty shall 
be performed, to be determined by the Bishop and 
Council of Advice ; and that notice be given of the 
same to every Episcopal congregation in this city the 
preceding Sunday. 

The Convention proceeded to the election of De- 
legates to the General Convention, and of Members 
of the Standing Committee and Council of Advice, 
when the following gentlemen were chosen. 



Gerieral Convention. 

Clerical Delegates. Lay Delegates. 
Revd. Dr. Andrews, William Tilghman, Esq. 

Revd. Dr. Blackwell, Gen. Gurney, 

Revd. Dr. Abercrorabie, Mr. Nicholas Jones, 
Revd. Mr. Clarkson. Dr. Glentworth. 
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Standing Committee and Onmcil of Advice. 

Clerical Members. Lay Members. 

Revd. Dr. Andrews, Gen Gurney, 

Revd. Dr. Blackwell, Samuel Wheeler, Esq. 

Revd. Dr. Abercrombie, Mr. John Matthews, 

Revd. Mr. Pilmore, Mr. Joseph Sims, 

Revd. Mr. Turner. Mr. Thomas Cumpston. 

Resolved, That the Delegates to the General 
Convention be empowered to fill up any vacancy 
diat may take place among them. 

Resolved, That die Secretary have the journal 
of the present Convention printed. 

Resolved, That the Convention shall meet at 
Christ Church, in the city of Philadelfrfua, on the 
next annual day. 

The Convention then adjourned. 

P. F. GLENTWORTH, 

Secretary, 
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JOURNAL :..:r/;..-4.^X 1 

j ^Ji'^' [ 

OF THE 

TWENTY-THIRD CONVENTION, 

OF THE 

PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 

IN THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
HELD IN CHRIST-CHURCH, ON TUESDAY MAY 26tH, 1807. 



Clerical and lay dq)uties from several churches assem- 
bled, and adjourned, to 11 o'clock tomorrow morning. 

Wednesday y May 27th, 1807. 

MEMBERS PRESENT. 

CLESCr. 

The Right Rev. William White, D. D. 

The Rev. John Andr&ws^ d. d. Vice Provost of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania. 

The Rev. Robert BlackweUy d. d. Assistant Minister of 
Christ-Church and St. Peter's, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. James AbercronAie, d. d. Assistant Minister of 
Christ-Church and St. Peter's, Philaddphia. 

The Rev. Joseph Pilmorej Rector of St. Paul's, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Joseph Hutchins^ d. d. 

The Rev^ Joseph Clarkson^ a* k. Rector of St. James's^ 

Lancaster. 

The Rev, Joseph Turnery Rector of St: Martin's. 

The Rev. Levi BnU. 
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LAirr. 

From Christ- Church, Philadelphia — Peter Brcnvne^ Esq. 

Mr. Leeson Simmons. 

From St; Peter's Church, Philadelphia — General Gumey^ 

John C. Stocker, Esq., Joseph Sims, Esq. 

From St. Paul's, I^hiladelphia— Mr. John Matthews, P. F. 

Glentworthy m. b. 

From Trinity Church, Oxford — John Lardner, Esq. 

From All Saints, Penepeck — fFm. Lardner, Esq. 

From St. Gabriel's, Berks county — Mr. George Douglass. 



The Rey. Mr. Pilmore read prayers, and the Right Rev. 
Dr. White delivered a Pastoral Charge. 

The delegates from the several congregations beforemen- 
tioned produced their testimonials of appointment, which 
were read and approved. 

The Convention proceeded to the election of a Secretary, 
when Doctor Glentworth was chosen. 

' Resolved, That the thanks of the Convention be pre- 
sented to the Bishop, for his Charge to the clergy, delivered 
this day; and that he be requested to furnish a copy of the 
same, to be printed. 

Several of the clergy present, not being prepared to report 
a list of the marriages, baptisms, and communicants, in their 
congregation ; 

Resolved, That they be requested to report to the 
Bishop, such information as soon as possible, and that the 
Secretary be directed to forward said list, to every clergy- 
man in diis State, with the present Journal when printed. 

The Convention then proce^eded to the election of Dele- 
gates to the General Convention, and of a Standing Commit- 
tee ^.nd Council of Advice, when the following gentlemen 
were chosen : 

Delegates to^ the General Convention. 

CLERICAL DELEGATES. LAY .DELEGATES. 

The Rev. Dr. Blackwell, General Gurney, 

Rev. Dr. Andrews, Joseph Sims, Esq. 

Rev, Dr. Abercrombie. Mr. John Lardner, 

Rev. Mr. Clarkson. Doct. Glentworth. 
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Cofnmittee and Council of Advice. 

MEMBERS. LAY MEMBERS] 



Blackwell, 

Andrews, 

Abercrombie, 

Pilmore, 

Turner. 



Standing 

CLERICAL 

'The Rev. Dr. 
Rev. Dr. 
Rev. Dr. 
Rev. Mr. 
Rev. Mr. 

Resolved, 
be empowered 
among them. 

Resolved, That the Convention shall meet at Christ- 
Church, in the city of Philadelphia, on the next annual day at 
11 o'clock, A. M. The Convention then adjourned. 

P. F. QLENTWORTHy 
Secretary. 



General Gurtiey, 
Joseph Sims, Esq. 
Samuel Wheeler, Esq. 
- Mr. John Matthews, 
Mr. Thomas Cumpston. 

That the delegates to the General Convention 
to fill up any vacancy that may take place 



^"^■■-^^ 
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JOURNAL 



or THE 

TWENTY-FOURTH CONVENTION, 

OP THE 

PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 

IN THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
HELD IN CHRIST-CHURCH, ON TUESDAY; JUNE 14tH, 1808. 



MEMBERS PRESENT. 

CLERGT: 

The Right Rev. William White, d. d 

The Rev. Robert Blackwell, d. d. Assistant Minister of 
Christ«Church and St. Peter's, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. James Abercrombte, d. d. Assistant Minister of 
Christ-Church and St. Peter's, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Joseph Pilmorey d. d. Rector of St. Paul's, Phila- 
, ' delphia* 

The Rev. John Andrews j d. d. Vice Provost of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania. 

The Rev. Caleb Hopkins, Rector of the United Churches^ 
Northumberland. 

The Rev. Levi Bull, Rector of St. Gabriel's, Berks; and St. 
' Mary's, Chester county. 

LAITT. 

From Christ-Church, Philadelphia — Peter Browne, Esq., 

Mr. Leeson Simmons* 

From St. Peter '4i|^ Philadelphia — General Gumey, J: C. 
St6cker^ Esq., Joseph Sims, Esq. ^ 
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From St. PauPs, Philadelphia — Mr. Richard Norths Doct. 

Glentworth. 

From Trinity Church, Oxford— Mr. Benjamin Cotman^ Mr. 
Abraham Duffield. 

From All Saints, Penepeck — Mr. Jacob Dvffield. 

From St. John's Church, Chester county — Mr. John Chandler. 

From St. Mary's Church, Chester county — Matthew Ka- 

ler^ Esq. 

From St. Gabriel's, Berks county — Mr. Jacob Warner. 

The lay Delegates produced their testimonials of appoint- 
ment, which were read and approved. ' 

The Convention then adjourned 'till 11 o'clock, tomorrow 
morning. 

Wednesday^ June ISth^ 1808. 
The Convention met and attended Divine Service per- 
formed by the Rev. Mr, Bull, and a Sermon by the Rev. 
Dr. Abercrombie. 

After the congregation was dismissed. Doctor Glentworth 
was chosen Secretary. 

The Rev. Joseph Turner Rector of St. Martin's, Marcus 
Hook; the Rev. Joseph Hutchins, d. d., the Rev. Mr. Ayres, 
and Mr. John Matthews, lay delegate from St. Paul's, Phi- 
ladelphia, took their seats. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Convention be pre- 
sented to the Rev. Dr. Abercrotnbie, for his Sermon deliver- 
ed this day, and that he be requested to furnish a copy of the 
same, to be printed. 

Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to transmit a 
copy of the Journal of the last General Convention to every 
congregation in this State, and to such as have a clergyman, 
to request his attention to the 10th Canon, of this church. 

Resolved, That the Rev. Dr. Abercrombie, and the 
Secretary be a committee for revising, correcting, and pub- 
lishing 250 copies of such of the Journal3 as have not been 
heretofdre printed. 
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Ri SOLVED, That the Rev« Dr. Blackwell and the Secre* 
tary be a committee to bring before the next State Conven- 
tion, any subject directed by the late General Convention to 
be laid before them. 

The Convention then proceeded by ballot to the election 
of Delegates to the General Convention, and of a Standing 
Committee and Council of Advice, when the following gen 
tlemen were chosen : 

Deputies to the General Convention. 

CLERICAL DEPUTIES. LAY DEPUTIES. 

The Rev. Dr. Blackwell, Gen. Francis Gumey, 

Rev. Dr. And cws, Joseph Sinis, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Abercrombie, John Lardner, Esq. 

Rev. Mr. Clarkson. Doct. Glentworth. 

Standing Committee and Council of Advice. 

CLERICAL MEMBERS. LAY MEMBERS. 

The Rev. Dr. Blackwell, Gen. Francis Gumey, 

Rev. Dr. Andrews, Joseph Sims, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Pilmore, Samuel Wheeler, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Abercrombie, Mr. John Matthews, 

Re^. Mr. Turner. Mr. Thomas Cumpston. 

Resolved, That the delegates to the General Convention 
be empowered to fill up any vacancy that may take place 
among them. 

Resolved, That tl|e next Convention shall meet at 
Christ- Church, in the city of Philadelphia, on the next an- 
ntzal day, at 11 o'clock A. M. 

Tlie Convention then adjourned. 

P. F. GLENTWORTH, 
Secretary. 
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JotntNAL of the Twenty-Fifth Cokventxon of 
T^E Protectant Episcopal Church, in the 
State of Pennsylvaiiia, held it) Christ Churcbi 
in the Cii:y of I^a^elphia, on Tuesday, M^y 
30lh, 1809. 

Hembsrs Presbnt* 
eLERGT. 

TbR mgHt ^ty. William Wihte,I>. D. 

^v. BoppRT BLAc^^Eif^L, f). J^^ Assistant Ikfin- 
i^ter of Christ Church and St. Peter's, Phila- 
delphia* 

Bev. Jps£P9 PiLMORE, D* D. Sector pf St* Paul'» 
Church, Philadelphia*^ 

Bey* Jqseph Turner, Rector of St* Martin's, !|Har- 
cus Hook* 

Bev* JosiiPH Clarkson, Rector of St* James% 
Lancaster* 

Bev* Mr. WiLTBANS, Bcctor of Trinity,- Oxford^ 
and All Saints, Pennepack* 

LAITT. 

flon* WiLLiASf TiLGHMAN, "^ From Christ Churchy 

Philadelphia* 
From St. Peter's,, 
Philadelphia. 



Peter- Browne, Esq. y 

Gen. Francis Gurnet, T 
John Clement Stocker, J 
Mr. Richard North^ 
Dr* Glentworth, 



} 



From St. Paul's 
Philadelphia* 



Mr^ABRAjaAWtDuETiELD, Trinity Church, Oxford 



i 
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tary Mr. Jacob DtrPFXEiD, AJl Soidts, Besnqpa^. ^ 

tion, Mr. John Ch akdleu, St. John's, Chester Ckmqly. 

be h Mr. Zachariah Derrick, St. Martin's, Marcus 

T' Hook, 

of D Mr. Peter Jones, St. Gabriers, Berk's County. 

Com) Mr. James Witht, Chester, 

tleme The Bev. Mr. Wiltbank read Prayers. 

The Lay Delegates present, presented their testi- 
monials of appointment, wHch were read and apr 
proved, 
npi ' Mr. James Withy, a member from St. Paul's 

Church, Chester, attended, but had not a certificate 
/ of his appointment.*— It was therefore Besolved, 

That Mr. Withy not having any testimonial of his 
regular appointment, be requested to ciHitinue his 
seat, although he cannot be entitled to a vote. 
/ Dr. Olentworth, was chosen Secretaiy- 

^. The journal of the last Convention was read«-r* 

^ ^ Dr. Blackwell and Dr. Glentworth, appointed at the 

kst, to bring before this Convention, any subject d^ 
reeled to be laid brfore them, by the last General 
ComrentioBr— Beported the following addition to the 
eighlh article of the Constitution of the Church : — 
"^^ " No alteration or addHion shall be made in the Book 

^^ ^^ of Common Prayer, or other Offices of the Church, 

amon| imless the same shall be proposed in one Generd 

Be] Convention,^ and by a Besolve thereof, made known 

Chris' tb the Conveij^tion of every Diocese or State, and 

nUal I adopted at the subsequent General Convention. 

The Constitution and Canons of the Churth were 
read agreeably to the direction contained in the forty- 
sixth Canon. 
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Tbe*€knm9i^a then adjourned, unlfl to-morrow 
momiiig, at teno'clock. 

Wednesday, Mat 31,1 809. 
The Convention being assestbled, the Rev. Mr. 
Clarkson read Prayers. 
The Rev. John Andrews, D.D. 
Joseph Hutchins, D. D. 
Joseph Sims, Esq. and Mr. Leeson 
Simmons, appeared and took their seats. 

The Bishop made the following Address, as pre- 
scribed by the forty-fifth Canon. 

My BeverendBrothren of the Clergy, and my Breth- 
ren Lay Deputies of this Convention ; 

FT becomes tny duty, in compliance with a 
Canon of the last General Convention, to give y<Hi 
information undersundry heads therein specified* 

DuHng the past year, I have not visited a^-Ccm- 
gfegation of this Diocese beyond the bounds of the 
city, for the performance of die office of Confirma- 
tion ; not having been called on for that purpose, by 
any of my Reverend Brethren. "Withiii the city, I 
have confirmed, in the course of the year, forty-one 
persons; and have lately, in a neighbouring district 
' of New- Jersey, complied with an invitation to visit 
three Churches — ^Trinity Church of Swedesborough, 
St. George's, of Penn's Neck, and St. John's, of Sa- 
lem. In the first mentioned, I confirmed two hun- 
dred and fifty-one persons ; and in the second, which 
is a new Church lately erected to i^eplace an old one, 
I performed the office of Consecration. The third 
has been so long out of repair, as to induce my 
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tary preacKilg in flie vicihity ; but dtcriAg my vi^it, flie 

tion. ^"members came to the resolution of repaiHilg this 

be h buildmg.— ^In the course of this visit, I derived much 

'p tldsfaction from witnessing the greatly increased 

q{ q 4ittention to all the duties of Religion throughout 

Com ^^ neighbourhood, under the Ministry of the Bev« 

tlem Simon Wilmen 

There have been ordained by me, the Rev. Da- 
niel Higbee, Deacon; and the Rev. John Jacob 
Tsheudi, Priest-— the former for New- Jersey^ and 
the latter for South Carolina* 

The Rev. James Wiltbank, formeriy of Lewis- 
S'own, in the State of Delaware, has lately complied 
with an invitation from Trinity Churcb, Oxford, 
and from All SiiiftCs^ Veatiep^k; and has setded as 
Ae Pastor of these Churches. 

It becomes my duly m make known to thifl Cian- 

IfentiiDn, fliat some years ago, die late Mr. AiKbrew 

^ Dbz, of this city, devised the greater part of his 

estate to be divided, after^ the decease of his tiien 

wife and daughter, and sailed to seven public uses^ 

4 among which, was a provision for the Bishop of die 

Ph>testsmt Episcopal Church, and his succesaors, 

^^ who shsdl have the city (^ Philadelphia Within his 

^^ ^ Diocese. ' In consequence of the late decease of 

^^^\ Mrs. Martha Magaw, daughter of Mr. Doz, the 

R:^ three Trustees under the "Will, of whom I am one, 

Chriif are taking measures for tiie sale and the distribution 

nual (^ of the property^ of whicbtwo thousand doflars have 

r^^ ' been paid this .morning, and are now ready to be 

appropriated as a fund, for your Kshop for tlw tkne 

being. 
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TTherfe do6s ttot occur to m6 ahy 6ther ttiattef t6 
*e itteiitiohed, as what tnay become a girouhd 6f y 
procfeediiig d)F tfiis Conveiitioh j except what ha's ari- 
sen but of aii incident, by which t fifid fhysel(4iatd6 
to inconveniences of k civil natulre ; sueh as iftay 
very much interfere tirith imy eeclesiastical dutie^ 
both epi^cbpal and parochisd* The apprehended 
feva irhay perhaps be prevented, by givitig ^atet 
expedit36h to any process becoming necessaty, en M 
alle^titM of any irtegularity made cognizable by 
our Csmons. This being a matter requiring con- 
siderable de^eration, iand there hot appeariiig at 
present the probability of danger from a feasOnabfe 
delay; the most which I wbuld recommend to thl* 
Convention, is to put the subject in train for the de- 
liberation of the next. 

fii iSns short Address, I trust Iltave ainsweredthe 
purposes for which it has betai prescribed. But t 
ought tiot to lose the opportunity of ekhorting all die 
MeniA>ers of fllis Body, to the doing of their endear 
VOttl^, in their respective stations, for the promoting 
of the sttteess of Religion ; and iedso to the conduct^ 
ing of the business which may come before thein tyi^ 
this occasion in such a spirit and trader sudi a sense 
of responsibility to the great Head of the Church, 
as shall assure the serving of the design on which 
w^e are assembled. 

My Brethren of the Cletgy, in particular, Itmght 
to exhort— considering what itf to be s^ as addres*- 
aed to toy own conscience, as well ^ to that of every 
Srotiier {H^eseat-^-^ <Kligence in the discharge of 
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the Mmbteriiil duties in our reflpective spheres. 

^'^ lIHme is rapidly passing by us : But the instractions 

1^ I2 and the persuasions which it g^ves us opportunities 

rw% of bestowing, may have an influence on the temporal 

r p 4 and the .eternal happiness, not only of those wiA 

P ' whom we have an intercourse, but of persons yet un* 

|.|^iy^. bom— -And doubtless, on such an improvement of 

our day of usefulness, will dep^d our own condi- 

fioBs, when that Day shall be for ever closed. 

WnjJUkM WHTTE. 
jMay 31, 1809. 

. In consequence of the information laid befiore this 
Convention by the Bishop, of a Legacy bequeathed 
by the late Alexander Doz : 

Sesolved^ That the Standing Committee and 
Council of Advice, be authorised to consider of and 
direct proper measures fin* the vestmg of the said 
Legacy, and for the. securing of it in Trustees. 
^^' r As much inconvenience may ame from the delay 

of presentments between the annual meeting of the 
.Convention, agreeably to the first Canon of 1795-* 
^ Resohedy Hiat the Hon. Mr. Tilghman, the Bev. 

Br. Blackwell, and Joseph Sims, Esq. be a Com- 
Rl mittee to report thereon at the next Convention, if 

be e they should consider it expedient, 

amo^ 3Mr. James Withy, from St. Paul'a Church, Ches- 

pA ter, informed that it was the wish of that congrega- 

ChriiV ^ ^"^' ^ ^^ supjdied with a Minister ; and it appeared 

xiual ^ to be the opinion of Mr. Withy, and the Members of 

the Convention, if such a Minister could be procu- 
red, that the neighbouring- Churches would join in 
the support of him. 
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Therefore Resphed, lliat it be recontihended €o 
the Vestry of Saint Paul's, and the neighbouring 
Churches, to express their desires in writing, with 
iiiformation of what can be done for the support of a 
minister, and to transmit the same to the Bishop^ 
who with the Clergy of the city present, engage to 
use their best endeavours for the setdement of ai 
Minister in the said congregation. 

Whereas^ It has been stated to this Conyentio% 
tlut sundry^ of the Clergy and of the X<aity,.have en- 
couraged a periodical work, published in Kew-Tork, 
enlided The ' Chnrchman^s tMij^osiiuw-^oonceiving 
the general tendency of it to be the diffusing of ccn:*, 
rect information concerning the doctrine, the wor* 
sh^, and the discipline of the Episcopal Church, 

Jtesoived, That this convention approve of the 
said encotiragement, many of the members having 
paid attention to the execution of die work, and 
others being favourably disposed to it from reports 

And whet^eas the reverend editor has oflfered tea 
per cent, to the several state conventions, on die 
proceeds of all die copies sold within their respec- 
tive bounds j Resohed^ THiat this convention arc 
sensible of the liberality of the offer, but decline the 
acceptance of it, so far as respects themselves, thei^ 
meUve being a reluctance to the existence of such a 
drawback from die proceeds of the piAlieation, as 
may prevent a sufficient encouragement to the con- 
tinuance of it. 

Resolved^ That the secretary be desisped to furnish 
die Reverend Editor of the Churchman's Bfegazinie 
with a copy of the above* 
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^ The conventm proceeded hy ballot to the eleetion 

f'y -^ ^ Dekgs^tes ta the General Conventipn, smd of 

-^^^* lihe Members of the Standing Committee and Coun- 

^1 of Advicef when the following gentlemen were 

/^ chosen. 

Com »ELEGAT:B8 TO THE GENERAL 

tlem^ CONVENTION. 

CkricaU Lay. 

Rev. Dr. Andrews, Oen. Gunkey, 

"I Dr. Blackwell, Josph Sims, 1EA^• 

rpt Dr. Abercrombie, Jolm Lardn^r, Esq« 

Mr. C^irkson. Dr. Glentworth. 

STANDING COMMITTEE AND COUNCIL 
OF ADVICE. 
Clerical Members. Lay JMembersm 

■ev. Dr. Blackwell, Gen. Gmney, 

Dr. Andrews, Joseph Sims, Esq. 

Dr. Ptlmore, Samuel Wheeler, Bsq. 

^ \ Dr. Abercrombie, Thomas Cumpston, 

Mr. Turner. Dr. Gkntworth. 

XesebeJj That the Delegates to the General Con- 
vention be empowered to fiU up any vacancy that 
may take place among them. 
R^ Resolved^ That the resolution of the 22d Cqnven* 

^^ ^ tion directing^ the annual delivery of a discourse, on 

^^^\ the second Wednesday after Whitsunday, be re- 

R^ peakd.- 

Chri(^ ^ Xesolved, That the Convention will meet at Christ 

nual 1^ Church, in the city of Philadelphia, on the next 

,|«' Annual Day at 10 o'clock. A* M* 

The Convention then adjourned. 

P. F. GLENTWORTH, Secretanj. 
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Journal of the Twenty-Sixth Convention of | 

THE Protestant Episcopai. Cqurcr, in the I 

fitate of Pennsylvania, held in Christ Church, in 
the City of Philadelphia, on Tuesday, 19th June;, ^ 

1^810. J 

Present* 

OLERGT. 
The Bight Bev. William White, D.D. 
The Bev. Bobert Blackwell, D.D. Assistant 

Minister of Christ Church, St. Peter's 

and St. James', Philadelphia. 
The Bev. James Abercrombie, D. D. Assistant 

Minister of Christ Church, St. Peter's 

and St. James', Philadelphia. 
The Bev. Joseph Pilmore, D. D. Bector of St. 

Paul's Churdh, PhUadelphia. 
The Rev. John Andrews, D. D. Vice Provost of 

the University of Pennsylvania. 
The Bev. Joseph Hutchins, D. D. 
The Bev. Joseph Turner, Bector of St. Martin's 

. Church, Maifcus Hook. 
The Rev. Slater Clay, Bector of St. David's, 

Badnor, St. Peter's, in the Ysdley, and 

iBt. James', Perkiomen. 
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> tary The Rev. Joseph Clarkson, Rector of St. Jaxn€s% 
tion. Lancaster, St. John's, Pequea, and Ban- 
be h ' gor Church, Carnarvon* 

T The Rev. James Wiltbakk, Rector of Trinity 

of L Church and All Saints Church, Phila- 

Com delphia County. 

tlem* y The Rev. Levi Bull, Rector of St. Gabriel's 

^ Church, Berk's County^ and St. Mary's, 

Chester County. 

Th, LAITT. . 

j Saint James', James Milnor, Esq. 

c . ^T, ,% /Mr. JoHK Matthews, 

SamtPauls, 1 Mr. Richard North. 

Trinity Church, I^hi- 1 John LARDKER,JEsq. 

ladelphia County, J Mr. Abm. Duffjeeld. 

, All Saints Church, Phi- 1 Wm. Lardndr, Esq. 

ladelphia County, J Mr. Jacob Duffield. 

Saint Martinis Church,! ^ ^ DERRirir 
Rj Marcus Hook, J Mr. ^ach. JJerrick. 

be e Saint Johp's Church,! Mr. M. Peirce, 

amc Chester County, J Mr. J. Smith. ' * 

^toS"'' ^^""'""} Mr- Thomas Buli.. 
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Mr. Joseph Schall. 



Saint John's Church, 1 
York County, j 

The Rev- Mr. Clay read Prayers. 

The L^ Delegates produced the Testimonials of 
Aeir appointment, which were read and approved. 

The Convention proceeded to the choice of a Se- 
cretary^ when Dr. Glentworth, a Lay Delegate 
from St. Paul's Church, was named, but being ab- 
sent, Mr. John Matthews was appointed Secre- 
tary, pro tempore. 

The Bishop made the following Address as pre- 
sccibed by the forty-fifth Canon. 



My Reverend Brethren of the Clergy, and my 
Brethren the Lay-deputies of this Convention : 

AGREEABLY to a practice begun by me 
at the last annusd Convention of our Church in this 
state, and foimded on a provision of one of th^ 
canons of the general convention, I precede yoifr 
deliberations by the notice of a few particulars, which 
the course of my duty furnishes as matter of 
information. 

"Within the last year, I have visited beyond the 
bounds of the city, St. James's Church, Lancaster ; 
in which, besides preaching, I confirmed 
persons ; and Trinity church, Oxford, in which, be- 
sides preaching, I confirmed thirteen persons. My 
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nations in the city, have been of one hundred 
enty-five persons. 

his subject of visitation and confirmadon, I 
to be understood that, however my constant 
ial engagements may prevent my travelling to 
jerable distance from home, without provision 
or the supplying of my place in my dhurches 
Jy to the twentieth canon ; yet, in regard to 
ss within a convenient distance, I am always 
while my health shall be continued, to comply 
ly invitation, accompanied with a notification 
y presence is desired, with a view to the ad- 
ring of the rite of confirmation, 
only ordinations performed by me, since the 
ivention are of the Reverend John Chandler, 
the Reverend Charles Burroughs, to the of- 
deacons. The former was ordained for 
loudon, in Chester coimty, but on some do- 
considerations, has since removed to the 
FMaryland. 

ing noticed to the last convention, the legacy 
late Mr. Andrew Do«, and informed them 
t sum of two thousand dollars had been re- 
paid, I think it proper to mention now, that 
i sum has been laid out by the council of ad- 
i a ground-rent, which is vested in trustees, 
ade payable to the bishop of thb church for 
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the time being. The trustees, un< 
Soz, are proceeding in the sales 
his estate. And it is probable tl: 
be received shordy. 

There may be a use in calling 

imperfect returns made under th 

of the general convention. Per" 

^ think it expedient to devise som 

reii4ering of them more complete 

Although it is the object of 
to lay before the convention mat 
are competent to act, yet I trust 
thought unsuitable to the occasion 
exhorting to a matter which no h 
reach— Redoing of whatever liei 
^ective spheres, to extend the in 
practical religion : the clergy, by 
calling, and a pimctual attention 
ces ; and both the clerical and tl 
the possesaion of the inward prin 
by a steady, yet unostentatious pr 
world ; and by a suitable life and 

wn 

jfuncj 1810. 
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The Committee appointed at the last Convention, 
to devise a plan for preventing inconveniences that 
may occur from the delay of presentments, Report, 
that-they have not matured the business referred to 
them. 

Resolved^ That this Committee be continued, and 
requested to report at the next Convention, if they 
should consider it expedient* 

Resolved^ That the Rev. Dr. Blackwell, Rev. ^r. 
Pilmore, and Rev. Dr. Abercrombie, be a Commit- 
tee to arrange a statement of the number of Bap» 
tisms, Marriages and Fimerals, and of the number 
of Commimicants in the Churches represented m 
this Convention for the last two years. 

The Convention then proceeded by ballot, to the 
election of Delegates to the General Convention, 
and of a Standing Committee and Council of Ad- 
vice, when the following Gentlemen were chosen :— 

DEPUTIES TO THE "GENERAL CONVEN- 
TION. 

Lay Deputies. 



Clerical Deputies. 
The Rev. Dr. Blackwell, 
Dr. Pilmore, 
Mr. Wiltbank, 
Mr.BuU, 



Joseph Sims, Esq. 
Dr. Glentworth, 
James Milnor, Esq. 
William Lardneri Esq. 
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STANDEfG COMME 


m'KK AND COUNCIL 


7^ 


OF AOVICE. 


o 


Clerical Members. 


Lay Members. 


w .0 


Rev. Dr. Blackwell, 


Gen. Gumey, 




Dr. Pilmore, 


Joseph Sims, Esq. 




Dr. Abercrombie, 


Samuel Wheeler, Esq. 




Dr. Andrews, 


Dr. Glentworth, 




Mr. Turner, 


Thos. Cumpston, Esq. 





Resolved^ That the Delegates to the General Con- 
vention, be empowered to fill up any vacancy that 
may take place among them. 

Resolved^ That the next Convention shall meet at 
Christ Church, in the city of Philadelphia , on the next 
annual day, at 11 o'clock, A. M. « 

The Convention then adjourned. 

P. F GLENTWORTH, Secretary. 
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Ctotnt?«sKbentib Contention 



OF THB 



PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURQH 



ST^TE OF PEJ^J^STLVAmJl, 



Held in Christ Church, in the City of Philadelphia, 
on Tuesday, the Hth Day of June, 

1811. 



PI|Ptl4ADELPHIA: 

PRIMrEIL-Mf J. 6f A. r. KUMPHBEYS. 



1811. 
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JOURKAL, &c. 



MEJmERS PRESENT. 



CLERGY. 



The Right Rev; William White^^D.D. Bishop and Rec- 
tor of C/hrist Church, St. Peters and St. James4, Philad. 
The Rev. John Andrews, D. D. Provost of the Universit}r 
of Penrisylvanw. 

. RoBjiRT Blackwjell,/D. D. 

Joseph Hutchins, D. D. 

James Abergrom^xe, D. D. Assistant Minister 
of Christ Church,' St. Peters and St. Jameses, P. 

Joseph Pilmore, D. D. Rector of St. Paul's, Ph. 

Joseph Turner, Rector of St. Martin's Church, 
' Marcus Hook. 

. Slater^Clay, Rector of St. David's, Radn6r, St. 
Peter's in the Talley, and St. James's, ^j^rkiomen. 

James Wiltbank, Rector of Trinity Church, 
Oicford, and All Saints, Peqjiestin. 

.Samuel If. Turner, A.M. 
\ Jacksok.K£mf£r, Assistant Minister of Christ 
Church, St. Peters, and St. James's,. Philad* r 



Digitized by 



Google 



LAY DELEGATES. 

From Christ Church, Philad. Mr. Leeson Simmons. 

St. Peter's, General F. Gumey. 

Mr. Joseph Shns. 
JohnC. Stocker, Esq. 

St. James's, Hon. James Milnor. 

Thomas M^Euen, Esq. 

St. Paul's, Dr. Glentworth. 

Mr. John Matthews. 
Mr. Richard North. 

Trinity Church, Oxford, Mr. Fox. . 

Mr. John Lardner. 

•All Saints, Pequestin, Mr. William Lardner. 

Mr. Jacob Duffleld. 

St. David's, Radnor, Major William Brooke. 

Mr^ Philip Sheaff. 

St; John's, Concord, Mr. John Pierce. 

St. James, Bristol, Mr. John M'Elroy. 

The Convention being assembled, divine service was cele*- 
brated by the Revd. Mr. Wiltbank. 

The Lay Delegates produced the testimonials of their re- 
spective appointments, which were read and approved. 

The Rev. Jackson Kemper was chosen secretary. 

Agreeably to the forty-fifth Canon of the General Conven- 
tion, the Bishop delivered the following address ; 

My Brethren, the Clergy and the Lay Delegates of this Con- 
vention: 

J MEET you with the more satisfaction on this occa- 
sion, because of my late return from a General Convention 
of our Church ; in which its concerns have been t;ransacted 
with unanimity and brotherly regard. ^ What renders the late 
session of that body the more interesting, is its having been 
the means of adding to the number of our Bishops ; at a time 
when from the bodily complaints of the greater number of my 
}^ight Rev. Brethren, from the advanced age of all of us, and 
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from the constant imcertaint7 of human life, there had arisen 
no small danger of our being without the canonical number 
required for the consecration of a bishop. In making this 
conamunication, it is no small >addition to the satisfaction felt, 
that the most favourable expectations may be founded on the 
reputation of the two newly consecrated Bishops, in their 
respective dioceses ; and on the reputation of one of them 
among ourselves; to several of whom, and to myself in parr 
ticular, he has been known from his very early years. 

Before the meeting of the late Convention, I received some 
communications relative to our Church in the most westerly 
counties in this state. As the Churches in adjoining states 
were interested in the subject of the communications ; it be- 
came proper to submit them to the body, representing our 
Commimion at hrge. The consequence of this was, the re- 
ferring of the case to be considered of and acted on by the 
Bishops in Pennsylvania and Virginia. As my share in the 
concern is interesting to our whole Church in this state ; t 
have conceived it to be proper to submit the matter to your 
consideration ; and to inform you, that the communications 
referred to are at your command. 

I have lately received communications concerning the Epis- 
copal Church in York-Town, and conceive it to be my duty 
to lay them before the Convention. That Church was con- 
cerned in the earliest measures for the organizing of our Com- 
munion : But except at the period referred to, and at the last 
Convention they have not haul either a Clerical or a Lay mem- 
ber in this body. Still, there has been no doubt of their con- 
sidering themselves as belonging to our Communion. The 
Convention will consider of the mes^ures to be pursued at 
the present juncture. 

My ordinations in the last year have been of the Bev. Sar 
muel Hulbat Turner of this state, and of the Rev. Jacksoij 
Kemper of New York, but since setded in this state, and of 
the Rev. Charles Blair Snowden, of South Carolina, to the 
holy office of Deacoi^s; and of the last mentioned, to the holy 
office of Priests ; also to the said office of Priests, of the Rev. 
Daniel Higbee of New Jersey, and of the Rev. John Bam- 
well Campbell of South Carolina : of whom the former had 
been ordained Deacon by me in the preceding year, and the 
latter had received Deacons orders in England. 



Digitized by 



Google 



f My coHistant C9ar8^ of pargchiaj ^duty hae. p|'<5yented mg 
from visiting any neighbouring. Church, destitute of a minis- 
teir, Cpuld visits of this descHption be rendered 4cceptebli^ 
PQ week days, it would.be muc^ easier to accomplish "so* de- 
sirable an; object. The number, of persons confirmed by me, 
all in the city, have been sixty-one. . 
• In my last annual comnmniqation^ there was h^ld out the 
expectation of another payment from the estate of the. late 
Mr. Andrew Doz ; accordingly it may be proper to mention^ 
ihat there has been a payment of two thous^d dollars; of 
which thirteen hundred and thirty-thre6 dollars and thilty- 
three cents are on a bond^ secured ^)y mortgage, arid the re- 
mainder in nioney. The Council of .Advice have taken mea- 
sures for the realizing of the latter sum, agreeably to the di- 
rections of a former ConvienUQn. ^ ^ 

I have nothing to add, but the assurance of my .prayers for 
the blessing of God on your counsels, and your labours for 
the ffood of the Church. 

\<^ILLIAM WHITE. 

The Journal of the last Convention was then read* 

Dr. Glentworth reported that the deputies to the (General 
Convention, agreeably to the power invested in (hem, had 
appointed Thomas M'Euen, Esq. and Mr. Ephraim Clarl?; to 
fill the vacancies occasioned by die resignation of Mr. Sim^ 
^nd Mr. Lardner; and that the afore-named persons had at- 
tended accordingly. 

The Committee appointed to devise a plan for preventing 
inconveniences that may occur from the delay of present- 
ments, reported a Canon, which was unanimously adopted... 

It being reported that the General Convention had referred 
the business relative to a Bishop for the .Western states, and 
•for the parts of the states of Pennsylvania and Virginia si- 
tuated beyond the Alleghany Mountains to the jftishops of 
Pennsylvania and Virginia: . . 

It wits thereupon resolved, that the Couttcil of Advice be 
desired to assist the Bishop in the aforesaid business so far as 
it relates tb this' state. ' . - ■ 

The Con ventipn having taken into consideration the papers 
laid before them b J. the Bishop relative to the Church iu 

York-Town: 
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llesol^ed. That this'business be referred tdUfe'l/Ouncil of 
Advice, and that they be and are hereby. instructed to take 
with the concuirence of the Bishop,- such measures as they 
may think proper thereupon. 

On motion of the Hon. James MiWor, Resolved, that a 
*)bolniknttee be appokited to devise a plan for instituting a Fund 
for the support of the Episcopate in this' state, and that the 
said Committee report to the' next Conventioni i"'/ 

The Hev. Dr. Andrews, the Rev. Dr. Blackwell,, the Hobl. 
James Milnor, and Dr. Gdentworth^ w.erje appointed, the com- 
mittee for the aforesaid purpose. 

The Clergy were called on for their parochial reports, re- 
quired by 'tfie forty-fiftb Canon of the General Convention. 
.,yhe. following were presented. 

The United Churches of Chrtst^s Churchy Su Peter* s ^ afid St. 
Jame^s^ the Right Revd. William White, Uector^^^from 
the Ut January^ 1810, to the 1st January^ 1811. 
Baptisms, males ... 124 
females • . d5 
Marriages • . • . • 126 
Interments, males, i . 68 
females . . 58 
Commimicants • • . . 200 

Return of St. Martinis Churchy Marcus Hook^ from the Con- 
vention of IBIO to the Convention of ISll. 

Burials - - - 6 

Baptisms - - - s 

Marriages - - - 11, one only of 
which was performed by me. 

Communicants •* - - .15 

JosEFH Turner. 

ifittum djf Trinity Churchy Oxford^ arid All Saints^ Peque$tin* 
Baptisms - - - 16 
Marriages - - - 12 
Communicants - - 35 
Funerals . . - lo 

J. Wiltbank. 
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RHurn of Su PauPs Churchy Fhiladelphm* 
Baptisms - - - 67 
Communicants - - 176 
Marriages - - • 46 
Buries ... 33 

Joseph Pilmore, Bectot* 

The following persons wer^ chosen, by ballot, Delegates to 
the General Convention. 

Bev. Dr. Blackwell Dr. Glentworth 

Dr. Pilmore Mr. Milnor 

Mr. BuU Mr. Sims 

Mr. Wiltbank . Mr. William Lardner. 

The following persons were chosen, by ballot, Members of 
the Standing Committee, and Council of Advice. 
Bev. Dr. Blackwell G«nl. Gumey 

Dr. Pilmore Mr. Sims 

Dr. Andrews Dr. Glentworth 

Dr. Abercrombie Mr. Cumpston 
Mr. Turner Mr. Milnor. 

The Convention adjourned. 

JACKSON KEMP]^, Secretaiy. 

Canon of Presentment adopted IBllm 
Presentment may be made for misbehaviour within this 
Church ; not only by the Convention and by any Vestry, as 
provided for in the first of the Canons passed in 1795; but 
by any three members of the Church, they pledging Aem- 
selves to support their charge or charges : Provided, that the 
presentment and the documents accompanying it be in wri- 
ting and be first laid before the Bishop, and by him before 
the Council of Advice, with the names of the witnesses and 
the points to which the proffered testimonies apply ; and pro- 
vided also it be not rejected by the Bishop tvi^ the concur- 
rence of the Council, as either futile in itself, or unsupported 
by the evidence. But the presenters, if trial should proceed, 
shall be at liberty to bring further evidence. 
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MEMBERS PRESENT. 

CLERGY. 

The Right Rev. Willi am White, D.D. Bishop ; and Rector 
of Christ Church, St. Peter's and St. James's, Philadelphia. 
The Rev. John Xndrew^, D.D. Provost of the University 
of Pennsylvania. 

ROBEET BlACKW£LL, D. D* 

Joseph Hutchins, D.D* 

Joseph Pilmoee, D.D. Rector of St. Paul's Ph* 

James Aberceombie, D.Q. Assistant Minister 
of Christ Church, St. Peter's and St. James's, P. 

Joseph Turn£;r, Rector of St. Martin's, Marcus 
Hook. 

Slater Clay, Rector of St. David's, Radnor; St 
Peter's in the Valley, & St. James's, Perkiomen. 

Joseph Clarkson, Rector of St. James's, Lan- 
cas^r; St. John's, Pequea, and Bangor Church, 
Carnarvon. 

James Wiltbank, Rector of Trinity Church, 

Oxford, -and All Saints, Pequestin. 
^ Caleb Hopkins, Rector of Christ Church, Der- 
ry; St. Paul's, Bloom; and Christ Church, 
Turbit, Northumberland county* 

Levi Bull, Rector of St. Gabriel's, Berk's 
county, and St. Mary's, Chester county. 

John Armstrong, Rector of St. John's, York* 

town. 
Jackson Kemper, Assistant Minister of Christ* 

Church, St. Peter's, and St* James's, Philad. 
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LAY DELEGATES. 



Fr^m St. Paul's, Chester, 

St. Thomas's, White- 
Alarsh, 

St. Gabriers, Berks, 

All Saints, 

St. John's, Concord, 
St. James's, Lancaster, 
Trinity Church, Oxford 
St. Mary's, Chester cou. 
St. Paul's, Philadelphia 
Christ Church, Phila. 

St. Peterls, PhiladeU 

St. James's, Fhiladel. 

St. James's, Bristol, 



George B. Lownes, 
Pierce Crosby. 

Christopher Loeser* 



Jacob "Warner. 

Jacob Duflfield, 
George Breck. 

John Pierce. 

TTilliam Hamilton. 

Sereck Fox. 

Matthew Keller. 

Dr. P. F. Glentworth. 

Mr. Morrell, 
W. Kmmons. 

General Gumey, 
Mr. C. Stocker. 

Mr. M'Euen, 
Mr. Markland. 

John M'Elroy, 
John Harrison* 



TlteSDAT, May 26di. 

.The Convention being assembled, divine service was per- 
formed by the Rev. Levi Bull. 

The Rev. Jackson Kemper was chosen Secretary^ 
Agreeably to the forty-fifth Canon of the General Conven- 
tion, the Bishop delivered the following address : 

My brethren, the clergy and the lay deputies of this con-* 
vention— 

Agreeably to the provisions of the 45th canon of the gene- 
ral convention, I report to you, that since the last meeting of 
this body, I have visited St. Paul's church, Chester, St. Mar- 
tin's, Marcus Hook, and St. James's, Bristol : in the last two 
of which, I administered the ordinance of confirmation. The 
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persons confinned in the city and in those three churches, are 

I have ordained to the holy office of priest, the Reverend 
John B. Campbell, of the state of South Carolina. ^ 

The last convention were informed by me, as their minutes 
shew, that the jgeneral convention had referred to the bishops 
of our church in Pennsylvania and Yirginia, an application 
relative to the appointment of a bishop for the western states, 
aiidforthe parts of the two specified states, beyond the Alle- 
ghany mountains. After having been engaged in making 
some previous inquiries, which might aid in coming to a de- 
termination on the subject, I received information of the de- 
cease of bishop Madison; which, of course, rendered all 
further proceeding impracticable for the present. But as it 
may hereafter be resumed, I submit to this convention the in* . 
quiry, how far it may be expedient to declare their consent, in 
the event of there being consecrated a bishop for one of the 
western states, that the churches in this state lying beyond the 
Alleghany mountains, may have the benefit of his superin* 
tendance ; so far as shall consist with the provisions of the 
general ecclesiastical constitution, and the aet of association of 
the church in this state. 

On the journal of the last convention, there is noticed the 
complaint of disorder in the church at Yorktown ; and the 
case was referred to the bishop and the council of advice, ac-p 
cording to the canons. In consequence, the Reverend Jos. 
Clarkson was appointed to repair to Yorktown, to make in-p 
qXiiry, and to report as the case might require. We know of 
some proceedings in this business ; but no final report being 
made, it has not been acted on to effect. 

. In another case wMch has been mentioned in this conven-^ 
tion — that of complaints from the churches in Northumber- 
land coimty, the Rev. Levi Bull was appointed to repair to 
the vicinity, to inquire, and to make report. This service he 
has performed. So far as one branch of the subject is con- 
cerned, it is now matured to be acted on in the way of trial, 
according to the provisions of the canoiis. But there is ano- 
ther branch of the subject, in relation to which there is 2^ difi 
liculty not yet removed* 

With much satisfaction I inform the convention, that within 
these few weeks there has been an institution formed in this 
city, for the advancement of Christianity in this state. The 
constitution of the society will be laid before you, agreeably 
to their direction : and I ought not to entertain any doubt that 
it will receive your approbation' and your sanction. 
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'. , t hjivc noUiing further to offer, except to assure my reve- 
rend and my lay brethren now assembled, that in carr)ang in- 
to effect ^he- worthy object the last stated, and in all other ex- 
crtions for the extending of the influence of our Holy Reli- 
gion^ according to the views of it taken in the doctrines, in 
the worship, and in the discipline of our church, my best ser- 
vices shall not be wanting. 

WILLIAM WHITE. 

May 26, 181?. 

The journal of the last convention was then read. 

The convention took up the subject mentioned in the bi- 
shop's address, respecting the contemplated appointment of a 
bishop in one of the western states, so far as the said subject 
may have a relation to the churches in this state, westward of 
the Alleghany mountains. r 

Whereupon resolved, that if a bishop should be consecra- 
ted for any state to the westward, and it should be thought ex- 
pedient that the churches of this state westward of the AUe* 
ghany mountains should be under the superintendance of the 
bishop so contemplated ; this convention consent to the same^ 
on such terms as may be approved of by the bishop and the 
council of advice pf this church. 

The bishop informed the convention that the Bev. Joha 
Armstrong was entitled to a seat in this convention* Mr. 
Armstrong took his seat accordingly. 

Dr. Andrews, from the committee appointed to devise a 
plan for instituting a fund for the support of the episcopate in 
this state, made the following report, which was considered by 
sections, and unanimously adopted : 

The committee appointed at the last convention of this 
church, to devise ways and means for the support of the epis-i. 
copate in PeQusylyania, beg leaye to lay befipre you the follow- 
ing plan-— 

Whereas, it is a general opinion entertained by all true epis- 
copalians, that the apostoljc authority of the holy christian 
ministry, has been hvided dgwn by an uninterrupted succes- 
sion of bishops in the church of Oqd, it is but reasonable ta 
expect that they should consider it as a duty incumbent on 
them, to use their best endeavours fqv the support of it ; And 
M'hereas, a considerable dQnation has b^en Jeft by the late An* 
5rew Doz, Esq. towards a fund for the support of a bishop in 
the state of Pennsylvania, your committee do therefore pro- 
pose to the clerical and lay delegates of the said church, here 
convened, that they §hpuld no^v take ord^r fgr cpmpleting th^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



fund of which he has to generously laid the foundation.-^— ^ 
Therefore, resolved ; 

1. That, with the concurrence of the present yenerable bi- 
shop, it be enjoined as the duty of every settled clergyman; of 
this church, once in every year to preach a sermon on the apos- 
tolic succession, or on such other appropriate subject as to him 
shall seem best adapted to promote the important object in view* 

2* That a contribution shall then be made by the congrega- 
tion, for the sole and express purpose of making provision for 
^pporting the episcopate in this state* 

3* That the money so collected shall be forwarded to the 
treasurer to be appointed by this convention, whose duty shall 
be to keep a regular account of all the monies received,. and to 
make a report to the annual convention of the church. 

4. It shall be the duty of the said treasurer, to consult with 
the bishop and standing committee of the church, on the best 
mode of securing- and making thejiind productive. 

5. That not only the money received from the collections 
after service, but the interest thereof, shall be kept together 
and made an increasing fund ; until in the opinion of a future 
convention it shall be thought expedient to apply the proceeds 
thereof^ to the proposed object. 

The following canoQ was proposed and adopted. 
CANON. 

^Whereas, in the case of trial, consequent on the presenta- 
tion of a lay member of this church, the lay assessors requir- 
ed by the 4th canon may not conveniently be obtained from 
the congregation of the accused party consistently widi secu- 
rity for impartiality ; the bishop, with the consent of the coun* 
cil of advice, if in their judgment the circumstances of the 
case shall so require, may summon lay. assessors from any 
other congregation or congregations of this church, any thing 
to the contrary in the 4th canon notwithstanding. 

On motion, resolved, that the convention adjourn till to- 
morrow morning, 10 o'clock. 

Wednesday mornings May 27th^ 1812. 

The convention having assembled, the Bev. Mr. Wiltbank 
performed divine service. 

AH the members were present except the Rev. Mr. Clay, 
Mr. George B. Lownes, and Mr. Christopher Loeser. 

The minutes of the preceding day were read. 

The following letter, with a copy of the address and con- 
stitution, was received from the board of trustees of " The 
Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church for the advance- 
ment of Christianity in Pennsylvania." 
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Philadeiphiaj May 26thy iSi2. 
Aespected Sirs, 

Pursuant to a resolutidn of the Board of 
Trustees of the Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
instituted for the advancement of Christianity in Pennsylva- 
nia, I am required to lay before your respectable body a copy 
aS the constitution of the society, for your sanction and a]^ 
probation. Agreeably to which resolution, I now transmit a 
copy of the constitution, and with the highest regard am, 
Respected Sirs, your ob't. servant, 

C.N.BANCKER, 

Recording' secretary* 
To the Convention of the Protestant 

Episcopal Church in Pennsylvania. 

The letter and the constitution of the Society having beea 
read ; on niotion it was unanimously resolved : that this con- 
vention have received with much pleasure information of the 
establishment of the Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
for the advancement of Christianity in Pennsylvania; that they 
give their unqualified approbation to so laudable an institu- 
tion; and promise to co-operate with them in promoting their 
pious and benevolent designs. 

It having been stated, that the sum of $»270 or thereabouts, 
formerly collected for a plan to be thereafter instituted for 
the support of missionaries, and that the same is now in the 
hands of a gentlemen who is ready to pay it as this board 
should direct: 

Resolved, that this convention do hereby resign their right 
to the said sum and request that it may be paid to the Trea- 
surer' of the Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church for 
the advancement of Christianity in this state for the use of 
said society. 

On motion it was resolved that the following papers laid 
"before the convention by the Bishop be inserted on the journal : 

There having been mention made oh the journal of the last 
convention, and also that of the present, of a complaint qpn- 
ceming a disorder said to exist in the church pf xorktown, 
the Bishop thinks therie may be propriety in stating as follows : 

The minister of that church, the Rev. JoJ^n Armstrong, 
haying settled in this state, without a certificate from the bi- 
shop of this church in Maryland, which is m:ade necessary by 
the canons of the general convention, the said Rev. John 
Armstrong has been considered as not entitled to a seat in this 
convention : but the bishop now gives information, that the 
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nquisit* cettsfieale from the bishop of this church in Mary- 
land has been received. 

* There having i>eea cdso a .presentment of the Rev. John 
Atmvtitoag fi^^trial, on account of irregularities said to have 
been committed by him; the bishop aiso informed the con- 
venition, .that the Rev/ Joseph Olai-kson, who was duly ap- 
pointed a cc»n.mi6sary in relation to the said presentment, has 
reported. that' the same <k>ukt not be acted onf; because not 
signed by three^ members of this church, agreeably to the ca- 
nbnsw • . - \ 

iRiev.lfr. Cs. report, above refeired to : 

Ag|:^eeably to my appointment as commissary in the case of 
Jthe Rev. John Armstrong, of York-town, I repaired to the 
j^ce qn the 97th August last, both parties having been pre- 
viously ilOlaced of ihe day, and found the presentment totally 
infoti[na!<^-^b, if not three of the four presenters, not 'being 
lOembersof the ehuroh. And further, I think from what in- 
formation I received while in Yorktown, by free, fanliliar an4 
knparttfd ^^reotii^e With the members of the congregation 
g^endty, tliit^he iClharges could not be substantiated, so as to 
bnng the -Rev. ME^« Jobi Armstrong into any disrepute, moi^e 
especially,' as he is new fully received into die bosom of the 
cmHTchH^hisistsate.' 

^ : ' - ^ JOSEPH CLARILSON. 

On motion of Dr. -Ai^djrews, Resolved, that a committee 
be flippdii^ted \o -arrange the canons, regulations and rules of 
order which have been made at the diflFerent state conventions ; 
to propose such amendments and a^diti9ns as they may deem 
e3i^6x4ik ^nS to re^rt the same at ihe next convention, with 
t vi^W of th^i^ bteing inserted, with the act of association, on 

"Dr. Attdfi^ws and the Secretary were appointed a commit- 
ted^ -for ifaerafbr^said purpose. . 

; On nM^on, llesolved, that at th'e opening of every annual 
convention a sermdn shaU be delivered suitable to the occasion 
by a dergyman appointed previously thereto : and that this 
duty'skdll ney^ be omitted except yrhen the bishop shall de- 
Bver a cftiarge. ' • 

On motion of Mr. Hamilton, resolved as the opinion of this 
convention that it will not be decorous in any clergyman to 
have kifli conventional sermon printed, unless the prmting 
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thereof be solicited by two thirds of the convendoa before 
whom such sermon is delivered. 

On motion, ordered that the pi»toral addresses which shatt 
hereafter be sent from the house of bishops, shall be read to 
eveiy congregation in this diocese. 

Besolved that the c^iurches in this diocese annually contri- 
tribute a certain sum for the purpose of defraying mtch ex<- 
penses as the convention may incur,' and for defraying the 
expenses of the delegates to the general convention ; and that 
the said sum be raised according to the following rado : each 
of the churches in the city of Philadelphia shsdll contribute 
twenty dollars; and all the other congregations throughout 
the diocese, five dollars each, per annum. 

Besolved, that a committee be appointed for the purpose of 
making out an accurate list of all the clergy and congregations 
in this state ; and that the said list be published on.the jour- 
nal of the next convention. Dr. Andrews and th^ secretary 
were appointed the committee. 

Resolved, that the resolve of this convendon made iti 179^ 
be renewed, which required the secretary of j. the standing 
committee and council of advice^ to lay the minutes of die 
preceding year's business axmually before the convention. 

It was ordered that the sermons for tfie Episcopal Fi^d, 
should be delivered between Easter and Whitsunday. 

Dr. Glentworth was appointed treasurer, to the CQnventi<pn. 

On modon, it was resolved that the parochial reports shall 
hereafter be read before the convention. 

I'he Rev. Mr. Bull proposed die foOpwing canon which 
was adopted : 

CANON. 

Presentment may be .made for miabehaviQur« witlun this 
church ; not only by the convention, and by any vestryf ad 
provided for in the first of the canons passed in 19^95 i.but by 
any three members of the church, being communicants^ they 
pled^ng themselves to support the charge or duu*ge9by them 
. exhibited : provided that the presentment and documents ac-^ 
company ing it be in writing, and be first Isud b^c^ the bU 
shop, and by him before the council of advice, with the nametf 
of the witnesses, and the points to which the proffered testi-* 
mony applies ; and provided also it be not rejected by the 
bishop with the concurrence of the council as either futile in 
itself,.or unsupported by the evidence. But the presenters, 
if trial should proceed, shall be at liberty to bring further 
evidence^— and the canon passed in 1811, is hereby repealed* 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



The secrtiaty laid be&re'the oanveiition.tlie proposals of 
Mr. Horwitz for publishing a Hebrew bible. 

The fottowi&g persons weie chosen, by ballot, delegates tp 
die general convention i - 
Rev. Dr. Andrews, - Df . P. P. Glentwoxih, 

Rev. Dr. Pilmore, " Mr.Milnor, 

Rev. Dr. Hutchihs, Mr. M'Euen, 

Rev. Mr. (ilarkson, Mr. M'Eboy. 

The following persons were chosen, by ballot, membeft of 
the standing committee and council: of advice : 

Rev. Dr. Blackwell, Crien.'Gurhey, 

Rev. Dr. Andrews, Dr. Glentwotlh, 

Rev. Dr. Pilmofe, Mr. Cumpston, 

Rev. Dr. Abercrombie,. Mr. Milnor, 

j^v. Mr. Turner, Mr. Sims. 

The Convention adyoumed. . . 

JACKSON KEMPER, Secretary. 

Return of the United ^Churches of Christ Churchy St. Peter*s 
and St. James^Sy the Right Revd. Williamc White, Rec- 
• t^r-^from the 1st of January 181#, to thelstofyanuart/ 
■1812. 

Saptisms, nfalefi "* % -^ -. 143 

f^ales - - - - 99 

Marriage's, "- "- -'--.* 96 

Bimals, males ♦^ • " - - 8? 

ifenudes -. - .-, r .^7 

^ Com5iwi9?n^\ V ' < " " > -.2^^. ^ 

Return from St. PauPs Churchy Philadelfhia^.Reiyjosivu 
Vit^tTKEjH: J): Rector^ ^ 
Baptisms', "-*• -'--'- iO& * 

T* Marriages', > v- »• '. • >♦ 6!J . 

Funerada, ^..^r. *:•-. - 44 
X!ionininnicaut8,^ *,***' ^^ 

Xeiuntfrom Trinity C/mrdh^ Ox^rd^ and All Saints^ Lower' 
Dublin, the Rev. James Viltbank, Rector. 

Baptbms, -------8 

Marriages, . - ^ - . 10 
Burials, .-.--- 18 
Communicants, . * . . 49 
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Seturnfironf S^ Marthas Chur^h^ Jkbmcvk Jfvt^j h/ theXev. 
. Joseph Tu&ne|i, Meci9r.\ 

.' I^itittxifi^ adults '^ >. «- * id 
infants <•♦.>*' 16 < 
Mari^ages, .... . n- .:.,i?, . 
CommunicantSy .... 19 
Burials, •• - - - • - 5 

Return from St. Marif a Churchy Chester c^unt^y by the Rtv* 

Baptisms^ -*-•-'• SIT 

Marriages, • • • " ,^« • 9. 
BarialSf not ascertained. - * 

Cpnununioants, «. . • , jr^ 

Itetutn from St. Gabriel^Sj Amity township^ perks coutptyy 
made by Nicsolas Jones, Clerk. 
Baptisms,. • - ' * • t . Jl ' 
1 , Itfarriages^ <?**<»-- 4 
Burials, . . -t - - -. - - . 4 

• : • -Gomniunieants^ / ^ • • - - 88 

jSjeturnfr^n^fS^. jhh^\CAYrf:J^ Tprktwfm^ fiade by the ,^ev. 
jQBxAK^srKOJifGjliettor. .1 

Baptispis^ ^- ,- » -• • , P ^If 
Jklarrigges, .^ . • . . - '20 ', 

ComniunicaAts, . .- .- ^ r' ^ 

Return from Christ Church; Derry\ Christ Ohkrch^ Jliiltanj 
St. PauPsy Bloomy and St. MarlfSy "^ishingi Creeky all in 
NorthumberUmd- county^ 'by the Eev* CuizB Hof&xks, 

Rector. . , 

• ' . ' ' "^ . ... 

Baptisms, .. . . ^. H J. 199 

Cp.mmumcants, ' • • <- *. 91 

Return from St. ^ames^s €hurch^ Bristol^ made by Jo^n 
VtEhMY^Wardeiu 
Coinnninicants, " .c * * «^ 20 
JBapcisms, ^ »., .^ . » . •* . 18 . 
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MEMBERS PRESENT. 

CLERGY. 

The Right Rev. William fFhite, D. D. Bishop; and 
Rector of Christ Church, St. Peter's Church and 
St. James's Church, Philadelphia. 
The Rev. Robert BhckweU, D. D. 
Joseph Hutchinsy D. D. 
Joseph Filmore^ D. D. Rector of St. l^aul's, 

Philadelphia. 
James Abercrombie^ D. D. Assistant Mi« 
nister of Christ Church, St Peter'ft and 
St. James's, Philadelphia. 
Slater Clajfy Rector of St. James's, Perkio« 

men, and St. Peter's, Great Valley. 
James Wiltbank^ Rector of Trinity Churchy 

Oxford, and All Saints, Pequestin. 
Levi Bully Rector of St. Gabriel's, Berks 
coun^, and St. Mary's, Chester county^ 
John Armstrongs Rector of St. John's, York. 
John Wardy officiating at Germantown. 
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The Rev. Jack$<m Kemper^ Deacon, Assistant Minis- 
ter of Christ Church, St. Peter's and St. 
James's. 

Richard D. Hatty Deacon, officiating at 
Bristol. 

Jehu Curtis Clat/j Deacon. 



LAY DELEGATES. 

From St. David^s, Radnor, Philip Sheaff, 

^ John Brook. 

St. Peter's, Great Valley, Joseph Roland. 

J5t. Paul's, Philadelphia, Dr. Glentworth, 

Mr. Richard North, 
Mr. John Claxton. 

St. James's, Perkiomen, Mr. James Bean. 
' All Saints, William Lardner. 

Trinity Church, Oxford, John Lardner, 

Sereck Fox. 

Christ Church, Phila. Mr. Cumpston, 

Mr. Clark, 
Mr. Murdock^ 

St. Peter^s, Philadelphia, Mr. Gumey, 

Mr. Stocker, 
Mr. Smith. 
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St. James's, Phikdelphia, Mn M^Euen, 

Mn Markiand, 
Mn Dale. 

St. Paul's, Chestw, Peirce Crosby. 

St, John's, Concord,' Mr. John Peirqe. 

St. John's, York, John SchaU. 

St. Maiy's, Chester co. Matthias Keller. 

St. James's, Bristol, John M^Elroy, 

John Harrison. 

St. Gabriel's, Berks co. Mr. Jonathan Jones, 

Mr. Jacob Warren. 



TUESDAY, June 15th. 

Divitc service was performed by the Rev. John 
Ward. The Rev. Dr. Pilmore {u-eached. 

When the Convention was or^nized for business, 
the Rev. Jackson Kemper was chosen Secretar)% 

The Bishop delivered the following address: 

My brethren, the clergy, and the lay deputies of 
tlus Conventicm:— ' 

Agreeably to the provisions of the forty^fifth Canon 
of the General Convention, I report to you, that since 
the last meeting of this body, I have visited St. Ma- 
ry's church, Chester^ St. John's, Ywk Town; St. 
James's, Lancaster; St., John's, Pequea, Lancaster co.; 
Bangor church in the same; and All Saints, Peques- 
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tin, and Trinity church, Oxford, both in Philadelphia 
county. In each of these churches I preached, and 
administered the rite of confirmation. The numbers 
confirmed in them respectively, as also the number 
confirmed in the city, will be subjoined to this address. 

I have ordained to the holy office of priests, the 
Rev. William King, of the state of Virginia^ that dio- 
cese being at present without a bishop; also to the 
holy office of deacons, the Rev. Richard Hall, of this 
state, but having a temporary residence in New Jersey; 
and the Rev. Jehu Curtis Clay, of this state. 

It is satisfactory to me to mention, that since the 
last Convention, the Society for the advancement of 
Christianity in this state, the organization of which 
was then communicated, ht^ve begun their labours. 
Most of the vacant churches have been visited under 
their direction; and from the satisfaction given, we 
may hope that, under the Divine Blessing, there will 
be an increasing usefulness of the institution. 

As the minutes of the last Convention show> that a 
complaint had been instituted against the Rev. Caleb 
Hopkins, it is proper to report, that there have been 
judicial proceedings in relation to the same, agreeably 
to the canons; that the bishop and the assessors duly 
appointed came to a final determination; and that Mr. 
Hopkins and the vestry of his church have been duly 
informed of tjie result. 
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Agreeably to a measure adopted by the last Con- 
vention, sermons have been preached for the creating 
of an Episcopal fund in the churches within the city, 
and in other, churches within the state. The sums col- 
lected amount to seven hiindred and seventy-(me dol- 
lars sixty-two cents. It remains to give to these, and 
to future collections, such a direction ^s to accomplish 
the intended object. Your, present bishop, sensible of 
the inconvenience to the church, of the union of the 
charge of the Episcopacy, with that of a parochial cure, 
but aware that the system must continue during the 
remainder of his life, anticipates with pleasure the fruits 
of a design, which contemplates the severance, at some 
future time, of the two characters sustained by him. 

There has lately settled in this state, at German- 
town, in the neighbourhood of the city, the Rev. John 
Ward, with the hope of gathering a congregation, and 
creating a church in that place. 

Within the year, there have departed this life, 
of the clergy within the state, the Rev. Dr. Magaw, 
formerly Rector of St. PauPs Church within the city, 
the Rev. Dr. Andrews, Provost of the University, and 
the Rev. Thomas Davis, formerly of Fayette county, 
but recently of Somerset county. In consequence of 
my long habits of the most friendly intercourse with 
the two first mentioned of these our departed brethren, 
with the last of whom especially, I had cultivated an 
uninterrupted friendship of half a century, their de^ 
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cense has excited the tiveliest se&sibiUties in my mind. 
My reverend brethrm will bear with me while I re^ 
mmd them — and I do not forget thai the suggestion 
should especially apply to myself, as a cotemporary of 
the reverend brethren removed from us^^tfaat the 
ev^its should excite each of us to the inq>rovement 
of what may remwi of the day of his ministry, in 
order, that whenever it may termias^, he may finish 
his course with joy* 

WILLIAM WHITE. 

CONFIRMATIONS. 

N«. 

At St. Maiy's, Chester county, . - . . 43 

St. Johns, York Town, 71 

St. James's, Lancaster, 36 

St. John's, Pequea, Lancaster co. - - 65 

Bangor Church, Do 73 

All Saints, Peqiiestan, 34 

In the city 259 

Information concerning the property received from 
the estate of Andrew Doz. — With money imported to 
be in hand, at the Convention of 1811, there has been 
purchased a ground rent of 24 doUars per amiusi. 
The price paid — 336 dollars. 
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Agreeably to Ae forty-fifth Canon of the General 
Convention, the following Reports were read, and or- 
dered to be inserted on the Minutes. 

Met urn of the United Churches of Chrixt' Church, Si. 
Peter's as^ St. James\ the Right ^ev. William 
White, D. D. Recto/— Jrom the \st of January, 
1812, to the 1st of January^ 1813. 

• ISaptisihs, • - • « • 204 

Burials, 137 

Communicants, about - - SOQ 

Marriages^ . . . . • 66 

Return of St. John^s Church, in the Borough of York\ 
Baptisms, . • . . . 16 
Communicants, - . * . 50 
Marriages, • . * • * 10 

JORK AltllSTRONG, R&CtOT. 

Return from lenity Church, Oxford, and All Saints^ 
JLower Dublin, Philadelphia county. 

Baptisms, 40 

Marriages, . < . . - 12 

Funerals, 25 

Communicants, .... 45 

James Wiltbank, Rector. 
B 
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Return from St. GabrieVs Churchy Amity tcwmhip^ 
Berks county ^ Rev. Levi Bull, Rector. 

Communicants, .... 87 

Marriages, ..... 3 

Baptisms, 14 

Burials, 3* 

Nicholas Jones, Clerk. 

Return from the African Episcopal Church of St.. 
Thomas^ s^ Phladelphta^ from the \st of January y 
1812, to the \st of January^ 1813. 

Baptisms, 51 

Marriages, - - - ^ . 74 

Communicants, .... 96 

Burials, ...... 4i» 

Absalom Jones, Rector. 

Return from St. PauPs Church, Philadelphia. 

Baptisms, 112 

Marriages, 80 

Communicants, .... 200 
Funerals, 40 

Joseph Pilkor^, Rector. 
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Hetum from Si. Mary^s Churchy East ffantmeai 
tawnsfdpy Chester county. 

Communicants, .... 85 

Baptisms, ...... 30 

three of whom were adults. 

Marriages, 14 

Funerals unascertained. 

Levi Bull^ Hector. 

Return from St. Jameses Church, Bristol. 

Baptisms, adults ... 12 

children ... 20 

Communicants, .... 35 

deceased, ... - - 1 

Burials, - - - -, -, - 35 

Richard D. Hall. 

Hetum of St. Martinis Churchy Marcus Hook^ by the 
Rev. Joseph Turner, Rector. 

Communicants, .... 21 

Baptisms, 6 

Burials, 5 

Marriages, 3 

The Secretary informed the Convention, that in 
consequence of the death of the JRev. Dn Andrews, 
the committee appointed to arrange the Canons, re- 
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gubdons and rules of order, wUch liave beep made 
at the diffi^rent slate Conri^ntioiis; to propose such 
amendments and additions as they may deem expe- 
dient, and to report the same at this Convention, with 
a view of' their being inserted, with the Act of Asso- 
ciation, on the Journal; and likewise the«committee 
appointed for the purpose of making out «i accurate 
list of all the clergy and congregations in this State; 
were not ready to report. 

Whereupon it was resolved, dmt the Secretary, the 
Rev. Dr. Pilmore^ the Rev. Dr. Abercrombie, Gen. 
Gumey, and Dr. Glentworth, be a committee for the 
purpose of accomplishing the above mentioned busi- 
ness. 

A letter was received from the recordiqg Secretarj- 
of the Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church for 
the advancement of Christianity in Pennsylvania, in- 
viting the clerical and lay members of the Convention 
to aUend a meeting of the Trustees on this evening, 
for the purpose of laying before them the proceedings 
and situation of the Society. 

On motion it was resolved, that all those members 
who have it in their power, will attend the said meet- 
ing. , 

Dr. GleatwoFth, die Treasurer of the Conv^^ition, 
reported the foUowsngveceipls: 
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/EPISCOPATE FinW.. 



a«is. .-•■•..■■• 

May 3S. St; Paul's, PhiladdpfaU; 

24. Christ Church, Da 

25. St. Pet«r*8, Do. 
27. St. James's, Bo. 

June 12. St. James's, Perkiomen, 
Trinity,, Oxford, 
IS. St. John's, York, - 
St Gabriel's, Berks, . 
St. Mary's, Chester co. 
: St. Peeler's, VaBcy, - 
All Saints, Pequestan, 



The following persons were chosen, by ballot, dele- 
gates to the General Convention: 

Rev. Mr. Wiltbank, Gen. Gumey, 

Rev. Mr. Bull, Mr. M*Euen, 

Rev. Dr. Abercrombie, Mr. M*Elroy, 

Rev. Dr. Pilmore, Mr. Warren. 

The following persons were chosen, by ballot, 
members of the standing committee and council of 
advice: 

Rev. Dr. Hutcluns, Gen. Gumey, 

Rev. Dr, Pilmore, Dr. Glentworth, 



' • ». Xk 


117. 


154 95 


144 37 


202^ 


8 17 


37 90 


IS . 


4i - 


13 50 


10 


27 17 


8 771 62 
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Rev. Dr. Abercfotnbie^ Mr. M^Euen, 

. Rev. Mr. Turner, Mr. Cumpstan, 

Rev. Mr. Kemper, Mr. Sims. 

On motion it was resolved, that the delegates have 
power to supply any vacancy that may occur among 
themw 

It was resolved, that the next meeting of the Con- 
vention shall be held in St. James's Church, Phila- 
delphia. 

Adjourned. , 

JACKSON KEMPER, Secretary. 
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MEMBERS PRESENT. 
CLERGY. 

The Right Rey. William WhitCj D. D. Bishop, and Rector of 
Christ .Church, St. Peter's Church, and St. Jameses Churchy 
Philadelphia. 
The Rev. Roiert Blackwellj D. D. 
Joaefih Hutckinsj D. D. 
James Mercrombicj D. D. Senior Assistant Minister of 

Christ Church, St. Peter's, and St. James's, Phila- 
delphia. 
Josefik Filmorcj D. D. Rector of St. Paul's, Philadelphia. 
Frederic Beaaley^ D. D. Protost of the University of 

IJennsylvania. 
Joseph Turner^ Rector of St. Martin's, Marcus Hook. 
Jamet Wiltbanky Rector of Trinity Church, Oxford, and 

All Saints, Lower Dublin. 
I^rvi Bully Rector of St. Gabriel's,. Berks county, and 

St. Mary*^, Chester county. 
Jackaon Kemfier^ Assistant Minister of Christ Church, 

St. Peter's, and St. James's, Philadelphia. 
Richard D, Hally Rector of St. James's,. Bristol. 
Jehu Curtis Clayj Deacon, officiating at St. David's, 

Radnor. 

LAY DELEGATES. 

s 

From St. David's, Radnor, Philip Sheaif, . 

William Brooke. 
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St Gabriers, Berks co. 
Christ Church, Philadelphia, 

St. Peter's, Pluladelphia, 



St. James's, Ph|ladelplnff, 



St Mary's, Chester county, 

St. James's, Perkiomen, 

St. Peter's, Gre%t V^ley, Che^t 

$.t. Jajues's, Bristol, 



Trinity Church, Oxford, 
All Saints, Lower Dublin, 
St. Paul'^s, Philadelphiaj 



George Douglas* 
Thomas CumpstoDf 
Willialn Murdock. 
Fnifcis Gumey, 
John B. Wallace, 
Daniel Smith. 
Thomas M^Euen, 
John Markland, 
HtkH^rd Dale. 
Matthias KeUer, 
John Jones. 
Jesse Bean. 
CO. John Ralston. 
John M<Elroy, 
John Harrison, 
Robert 'Cabeen, 
Joseph King. 
John Lardner, 
Sereck Fox. 
Ifacob Duffield, ' 
George Breck. 
John Claxtoh, 
P. F. Glentworth, 
Walter ierr. 



ST. JAMES'S CHURCH, PHILA. JUNE r«i, 1814. 

10 o\l9ckj A. M. 

ThQ Copyentiqn was op^n^d wi^ divine service! The Rev. 
Dr» Abi^critfubie read pwjrey. The Rev. Mr. Wiltbank preached. 

After divine service the following clergymen appeared and 
took their seats. The Right Rev. Bishop White, Dr. Blackwell* 
Dr. Pilmore, Dr. Abercrombie, Dr. Beasley, Mr. Turner, Mr. 
Wiltbank, Mr. Kemper, Mr. Hall, and Mr. Jehu C. Clay. 

The following lay delegates presented testimonials of their 
appointment,* and were admitted to seats. Matthew Keller, John 
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Jboef^ JCohn Ralslop, J^l^J M^Elroy, Jolm UwrnHh &<*«< Ca^ 
1)9^1% J^^epb ]^gi JQ99e Se^tb PhiHp Sh^ff, WiJJbm Srookti 
Jplm l^^F, Sereck Fos, Jftcpb Duffl^d, Q^rge BrecJt, T. 
CuinpiitQQ, Wto. ]^rftock, F, QunK^y^ J. B. WaJla^e* ©. Smithy 
Th<mida M^Eueib Job9i M^riaa^d^ Rkkard Dale, Joha Glutom 
f. F. tJJt^twortb, and Walter Kf m 

T)i^ Rev« Jac^kson Kemper wfta eboaeft s^cx^taiy. 

AgTQ^Uy tQ Ite 4ith Canckn of the general ContrentioQ the 
bishpp 4tli?f?«id thf fblloving addreasi 

My br^tlvreji, the clqrgy and the lay deputies of this Con-^ 
^entipn:-r- 

In pursuance of my pla^ of annual communication, adopted 
in compliance with the fQxij'^fdi Canon of the General Conven- 
tion) it lies on me to inform yoU) that within the last year, I visited 
St. J^n^s's Chuvel^ Perkiomen; St. QabrieFs, jVIorlattan; and St. 
James's^ Bristol. In e^ch. of these, I preached and confirmed; 
smd in tb^ last of theai, I administered the holy communion: the 
mioister of that Church being in deacon's orders only. The num- 
ber of persons confirmed in each of the said Churches, as also 
the number confirmed in the city, will be presented by me to be 
recorded on your Journal. 

There have been ordained by me to the holy office of dea- 
cons, Jehu Curtis Clay, spn of the Rev. Slator Clay; and to the 
holy office of priests, the Rev. Jackson Kemper, and the Rev. 
Richai'd Hall— -all of this diocess: and, with the ci^sent of bish- 
op Clagget, the Rev. Samuel H. Turner, of the diocess of Ma- 
ryland. 

The Rev. R^cbaird Hall has taken the charge of St. James's 
Cburph, Bristol. 

In the course of the last summer, another visit was made to 
aaost of the vacant Churches in the state, under the direction of 
the society for the advancement of Christianity. They have also 
published and dispersed several valuable tracts; and have purcha- 
sed and distributed some books of Common Prayer; and sold ma- 
ny copies of it at a reduced price. 

In the General Convention lately held in this city, besides 
many provisions tending to the due ordering of our ecclesiastical 
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conbeilM«^aniong whichy^as we trust, is the c<msecration of the 
Rev. Richard Channing' Moore, D.D. late of the city of New- 
York, for the diocess of Virginia; there is a measure, which it 
rests on me to state to you on this occasion. I allude to a recom-^ 
mendation which the Convention have Issued, for the introducing^ 
of the custom of standing, during the singing of any portions of 
the Psalms and Hymns in metre. It is to be hoped, that the re- 
commenced posture will be perceived to be better suited than that 
of sitting, to the act of adoration! The bishops, when they pro- 
posed this measure, were aware that much allowance is to be 
made for the practice heretofore prevailing; which, until within 
those few years, was universal throughout America; and as far as 
my personal knowledge extends, in England also.* This did not 
hinder us from yielding to a sense of duty, in proposing the change 
of custom which has been suggested. And the proposal having 
been sanctioned by the house of Clerical and Lay Deputies, I trust, 
that it will be acceptable to aU orders of persons in this diocess; 
and that the clergy in particular will take effective measures for 
the carrying of the recommendation into effbct^^^still with the re- 
servation therein contemplated, pf some delay where circumstan- 
ces may render it expedient. For it is my desire, that the dis- 
cretion vested in the bishop, may be' considered as extending to 
every parochial clergyman— the same reason applying: which is, 
« the giving of time and opportunity of explaining satis&ctorily 
the grounds of the measure.'* 

There are two other measures of the General Contention, 
which I shall request the secretary to read to you, witJi the view 
«f their being entered on the Journal. They relate to subjects 
which have been committed to tJie ecclesiastical authorities in the 
respective ^diocesses, for the acqiiiring of information and advice 
thereon. Any useful suggestions which may be made to me oo 
these subjects, shall be carefully noted; to be submitted to the 
next General Convention. 

Thirty yfiOTs are now passed, since the organization of our 
communis in this state and throughout the union was begun in 

* Until of late years, if it existed in England, it must have been partial- 
It certainly did not extend to the metropolis; into which, however, it is said 
to have been introduced. 
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this city. *It has bees my tot, to take a share in all.the counsels^ 
as well of the General Conventions, as of those which have been 
held for this diocess in particular. So long as health and strength 
and mental ability may permit, I shall esteem no labour too great 
for the perpetuating and the imprgving of what I have seen auspici« 
oasly begun and prosperously conducted* The point to which I 
apply the retrospect, is the calling on my brethr^i i>f this Con- 
vention, and the clerical part of it especially^ to bestow their beat 
endeavours in the same sacred causey and constantly to put up 
their prayers for the. divine blessing on the work. 

WILUAM WHITE. 

CONFIRMATIONS 

During 1813. 

Nos. 
In the city, - - - - r - - - ns 

All Saints, Lower Dublin, - - - - - - 33 

St. James's, Perkiomen, ..... 49 

St Gabriel's, Moriattan, - - - - - - 35 

St. James's, Bristol, « - - - - - 43 

Sl Mary's, Burlington, N. J. - - - - - 30 

465 

The committee on the Canons, Regulations, &c. informed 
the Convention that they would report to-morrow. 

The bishop read two resolutions which he intended to sub* 
mit to the coi^sideration of the Convention to-morrow. 

The following parochial Reports were read: 

Me/iort qf the United Churches of Chriat Churchy St. Peter* % 
Churchy and 8t^ Jam^a*9 Ch%rc% PhUadelfihia. 

Baptisms, ...... ^9 

Burials, - ..,.,- ^ 14^ , 
Communicants, about • - — . . 300 

Marriages^ S2 

W11.X.IAM Whitb, Rector. 
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Baptisms, - M 

CcAnmunicantSy - - • - - 210 

Marriag^es, - • - - - - •• 81 

iFttnerals, •-:--- 44 

JOSBPR ]^XX.MQRB» RectW. 

JMBioiyfi^tn C&ftventlon (f IBlS, to CMoenticm qf tSU— 6y 
the Rev. Richard D. HaQ. 

, Bajj^tisms, adults - *> - - 50 

ChUdr«i, , -^ - * 43 Total 93 
CommunicaDts remove^y . . . l « 

added, - - - 55 Total 96 
Marriages, - -" - - - 5 

Bufials, - - - - - 32 * 

Agreeably to the spirit of the forty^fifth tS^Mtk df ttid General 
Convention, and the custom of Churches in other sttktet» itisftirther 
Imported, that the congregation of 8t. J«une9'e Briirtx>t> «c»nists of 
•boat eighty ^onilies and contributors.* The number increa^g, 
aft also the demand for pews; some alterations will probably be 
made in the building through the course of this summer^ The 
present appear^ces of piety and increasing zeal and attentt9n in 
the service of the Sanctuary: the fervdur and devotion with which 
our Apostolic Liturgy is performed: the remarkaU* vhangea 
which have, by Divine Orace, been effected in the hearts f^nt lives 
of many; afford a prospect the most pleasing, that this part of the 
Xpisoopal Vineyard wiU fioumhnare tfid liicire«< ainitld wBkk 
the Lord hath blessed." * 

Return from Trinity and AU Sainn* 
Bi^tisms^ • - - - - * 30 

Marriages, - - - * «• «« 10 
GoinmunicantSf . . - . « ^ 

Fwendv, ^ 15 

J. WitTBANK, Rector. 

• The number of fitfullies bai greatly incitMed since the Church has 
been revived* 
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I Communicants, - - - - - 30 

^aptismsy * • - * ^ ~ ^ f 
Funerals, - - ' ^ - ; • • . ,- o 
Marriages, - ,*•,.-' ^ . - 3 

JpsKPH TuRNEK, Rectdf. 

The Rey. Levi Bull, apf^eartd and tcyik his seat. 

The tlev. Mr. Hall proposed the IbUowing resoltttioo trhic)^ 
was agreed to by the Conventipn« 

Resolved, That for the information of theChurthes'in this 
<&ocess, a full statement of the funds for the support of the £pi4^ 
eopate in this state be inserted on the jourual of thU Conventipii ; 

Dr. Glentworth^ the treasurer of the Convention, tustde th» 
foUowing report 
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"the Rev. Mr. Bull read the parochial repoila of bistwci 
Churches. 

^t. Martf*^ Church. 

Communicants, about - • - - • V(> 
Baptisms, inCalnt's - - # - - 25 

Adtlta, - - - - 12 . 

Marriages, ' - - - .'.•." ^^ 
FuneraU unascertained. 

Levi Bull, Rcct^. 

St. GaMe^B Chuteh. 

Communicants, - - - - - 1^1 
.Marriages, - - : - - . . - . - 5 
Baptisms, ----- * 23 
Burials, - -.- - - - -4 
Taken from the register by 

MchoioB Jone^y Clerk. 

Mr. Douglas, a delegate from St. GabriePs, appeared and 
took his seat. 

The members of the Convention were invited to attend a 
meeting qf" The Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church, for 
the advancement of Christianity in Pennsylvania," to be held this 
afternoon in St. James's. 

The Convention adjourned to meet to-morrow morning At 
9 o'clock. 



, Wednesday J nine o* clocks ji, M, June Sth^ IB 14. 

The Rev. Mr. Hall read prayers. 

The Convention proceeded to business. 

Present. Clergy, the Bishop, Dr. Pilmor^ &r, Afoercirombie, 
Mr. Kemper and Mr. Hall. Lay delegates, M&tthias !K.ellt&r, John 
Jones, John Ralston, John M^Elroy, John Harrison, Joseph King, 
Jesse Bean, William Brook, John Lardner, Sereck Fox, jaceb 
Duffield, George Breck, Thomas Cumpston, William Mui^ck, 
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JPf Qwtmfai:}i> YfMw^i John MarUfrnd, RklttM IMe> P» R. 

Glentworthi Walter Kerr and George Douglas. 

TtemhultQ&of f«9(tnia7w«reTead* . 

TM foUowitrg e^tacticts from the minuter of the genarid Con- 
vention of 1814, w«re rei^d.atljie r^uest Qttbe bi^hcpi and.or- 
liered by^the CcAvent^ to bo in^^rted on tlio.jouriK^U. 

« Whereas, a diversity of custom, has of late years prevailed 
in the posture of ministers and of the people, during the act of 
singing the psalms and the hymnS in metre; ihc former practice 
•«f flitting during this part of the* service^ gradu«Uy living iray to 
the more comely ^osnire . of istandADft; it is hereby recommcfwM 
by this Convention that it be ;C#o»idePed as the du^-^ the ni- 
nisters of this Church, to^ncourage the use tof 1l<e latter poatiirt)> 
mnd to induce the niembers of their c^ngregMbns^ us (drcumstan* 
ces may permitt te 4o the sanies aUewance to be made bt cajite 
in which it may be coifeidered VKxmtenieBt by a^, or by ^ io&tmity. 
Pfactioe under this recomttieodatioQ, is to be{^ fronti tbe^limt 
when suitable information shidl have been given by tiie«li»rg^ 
to their respective fipcks. Apd it ^U be the.4uty .Of efterymir' 
Ulster to give notice of this recommendation to his ceogregatioQi 
ftt4s«tch tim^a aa in hts discretipoi i^ay Ij^e thc^ ^poQSt pooper. 

<< The carrying into effect i^^p, oonteniplated chanje^ fniiy;lMr 
delayed by the bisl^op of any dioces%, ot> Where there ia no bishoip^ 
by the ecclesiastical au^ionty therein, until tlieve shall. hiive been 
thne and (^>portuiuty of expiaimng saiislieictorily the ginuad^ of 
the measure." % 

{A true copy.) JACKSON KEMPER, . 

Secretary to the Houfieof Bishops^ 

« Resolved, that it be re&rredlo the bishops; tmd*, in those tlii 
ocesses in which there are no bishops, to the standing commitiecs 
therem, to inquire in the respecdve dlocesses or states, and te 
comddcr for themselves, concerning the expediency of establishing a 
Theological Seminary, tobeconducted under the general authority 
eftltts Church; and to report to the next general Coriventioh." 
• (Atrueeofiif.) JACKSON KEMPER, 

Secretary to the House of Bishops. 

The fcishop declared himself ready to receive at this or at 
any future ^tate Convention, opinions relative to a Theological 
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Seminaxy to be coiiclttcted on the plan mentioned in the above re* 
solution. 

The following gentlensen appeared and took Aeir seata: Mr. 
Daniel Smith, Rev. Dr. Beasley, Rev. Mr. Wiltbank, Rev. Mr. 
Turner, Rev. Jehu C. Clay, and Mr. John Claxton. 

Leave of absence was granted to Mr. M^Euen, for the re<« 
mainder, of the session. 

The Rev. Mr. Kemper chairman of the committee on Canons, 
&c. made the following report. 

The committee appwited by the Convention of 1813, and 
ccfntinued by the Convention of 1813, on the Canons, and on the 
Regulations and Rules of Order, and authorized to propose addi" 
ti^ns and amendments on those subjects, report: 

Ut. That under the general name of ^ The Canons of 1795,'' 
there be printed the seven caiions passed in that year, as they 
stand on the journal :of the ssCme; that under the name of ^ The 
Canon of 1796," there be printed the Canon on the journal of that 
year; that under the name of ^ The Canon of 1 79 7," there be print- 
ed the title in italics of the canen on the journal of that year, with 
a note intimating that it is now superceded by the CImons of the 
general- Convention^ that under the name of <^ A Canon of tSf I,** 
^Nhere be printed the title— ^< A Canon concerning Presehtments,*' 
in itaUca, with a note, intimating that it has been repealed; and, 
Ihat Wider the name of « The Canons of 1812,*' there be printed 
the two Canons at length, as they stand on the journal; the first 
under the title of ^< A Canon concerning Lay Assessors,*' and the se- 
cond' under the following title: ^ A Canon concenung Present- 
^Qsents." The uistrument thus drawn up, is proposed by the 
eonunittee to be added to the present journal, in an appendix, 
]|ieadedmthefirstplaceby the << Act of Associatipn," with its << Sup- 
plement,'' and in the second place, by the followbg plan of a pro- 
posed constitution which the committee recommend, should be 
adopted by the Convention. {See afifietuUx.) 

Secondly, that in the said appendix, there be also inserted 
under the head of ^ Regulations, &c. adopted by the Convention at 
various sittings, and revised and confirmed by the Convention 
of 1814}" the following regulations, which have been principally 
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taken from the journals: and it is' proposed by the committee, 
that all other resolveS) &c. not included in the following^ list, but 
which are to be found on the journals of the Conventions of thla. 
church; prior to 1 il 4, be hereby repealed. {See apfiendix.y 

Thirdly^ in reference to rules of order; it is hereby proposed 
^at the twelte following rules be adopted as the rules of order 
of this Canrention, and be printed in the aforesaid appendix. 

{See afifiencUx*} 

After due consideration the report was agreed to, and the 
act of association with its supplement, the Canons, the Constitution, 
the regulations, Sec. were ordered to be inserted on the journal in 
an appendix. .' * 

. The committee likewise reported an accurate list of the cler- 
gy and congregations, which was ordered to be inserted in the 
appendix. . * ' 

The following extract from the journal of the general Con- 
vention of 1814, concenung a copy-right for the Book of Common 
Prayer, was ordered to be inserted on the journal. 

^ The jouit committee of the two houses, on the quAstioikof 
a \H>py-aight for the book of Comm<»i Prayer, respectfully repoi^ 
as follows: . . . ♦- 

^< Theyare uifbrmed, on credible authorityy that the sonie ob^ 
jectwas contemplated in the year 1789,oatheediting.pf thebook, 
a&it is now established by. the authority of this churchy but was 
relinquished, in consequence of perceiving, that complaints were 
likely to arise from the apprehension, that the price would be 
thereby enhanced. The objection was, that an appropriation of 
the proceeds to a purpose both 'religious and charitable, would 
not reconcile the members of this church to a tax, which it was 
alleged, was thus imposed; the book being of a character, which 
h was a duty to possess. Whether the objection may not be 
guarded against by a contract in which the prices of books should 
be fixed, agreeably to their different sizes; and whether in this 
case, there ought to be disregarded the complaints which would 
still be made of an alleged unreasonableness of price, the com- 
mittee sub^iit to the consideration of the convention. 
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. ^ The comnuttoe are doI auffibiently. iikfonned of th« o^ndioo 
oilaw, 01^ the present aiibject, m as.to jiidge of the practiClbilitir 
of the meaaure proposed; nior have thejr had either time or 1^ 
liutkorit^ of the Conveotioii, to. take advic0 thereoik But thejr 
^rc^Be, that kw adviqe ihould be Uken^before fuitbek* progress. 

^ Further, it has not opiaired to the committee^ how the copy" 
right nftay be so contrived as to1>e mad^ consistent iidth the eigh6i 
article of the Ecclesiastical Constitution. That some alteration 
must be made in the present book) to .bring it under the exclu- 
sive claim of a cppy-rlghtj U evldenti If the alteration should affect 
&B book) as described by its known nanie) the difficulty here 'no- 
dced must present itself/ But if the alteration should be nikde 
in any of Ihe instruments of this churchy which are usually bound 
up with, the Book of Comnion Prayer, it would seern that the lat- 
ter might be still published, without legal interference. 

fVQn the jg;round of the .premises, the joint committee pro- 
]|)ose to the two houses as follows: 

" Resolved, that it be refered to the bishops , to consider of the 
propriety of granting a copy-right in the Book of t bnimoti Prayer- 
la iaquire in their respective diocesses, and elsewhere as circum- 
«t8#ces may permit, whether the said measure can be adopted 
consistently with law and the approbation of the Conventions in the 
4^4Qi)^t^di6ees0e^aD4 to report to the next general Convention." 
iJ true cQfitf.) JACJSLSON KEMPER, 

Secretary to the House af .Bishops. 

. On motion, resolved; that Whereas it is di^termined by the 
constitution of 'the church' in this dio6ess, that the day of annual 
Convention may be appointed %y that body from time to time; 
and whereas, since the change of the day of the general Conven- 
tion, the distance of the saniie from the immediately precedent 
Convention of the diocess is inconveniently 'great; the annual day 
9f the latter Convention shall be from this time, the first Tues- 
day in May, in every year: on which day no other business shall 
he transacted than the organising of the body; so as that they may- 
be ready for farther transactions on the day succeeding; on the 
morning of which succeeding day, there shall be the service anA 
sermon. (5ee afifiendix,) 
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It 'WBS taoved and seconded, that this Coiit<stitk>n teconsidev 
the order of the Convention of 18 12, providing for the reading of 
the pastoral letters of the bishops, in the several congregations of 
the diocess. 

The said order having been reconsidered, resolved, that it be 
now revoked; and that instead thereof, it shall be the duty ol'the 
secretary of this convention, on the printing of any pastoral letter 
of the bishops in general Convention, to send a copy thereof to 
every clergyman in t;he dtQcess; and as many copies as the num- 
ber in possession may ^fioi]^, to the church wardens of every pon-r 
gregation within the same: such copies to be for the perusal of 
the members of the respective congregations, -uflder iuch rea- 
sonable regulations as circumstances may dictate. . ^ 

Resolvted further^ that the same order be takeh^ in relation 
to the .two<past(k'al letters already printed, so far as copies can be 
procured. .: . • . 

Moreoyer, if any'pa;ifochial minister should deem it to be ex- 
pedient to read the pastoral letter to his congregation, the same 
may be done by him, at sucli time as shall be judged tde most ex- 
pedient. 

It being stated to this Convention, that there are in the hands 
of the bishop and of the secretary, as many copies of the journals 
of the several Conventions of this diocess, as will furnish a com- 
plete set for, every congregation therein; resolved, that it shall be 
the duty of the secretary to send a complete set to the church- 
wardens of every congregation within the same; under the ex- 
pectatioui that they will be preserved among the records of the 
congregation, to be consulted on a&y question on which they may 
foe supposed to give bstruction concerning the constitution, or the 
discipline of this church. 

Resolved, that the like provision be made in reference to the 
three pastoral letters, which have been, issued by tlie bishops of 
this church. 

Resolved, that each set of the above documents be bound, to 
ht paid out of the contributions of the different congregations. 

Dr. Glentworth was re-appointed treasurer of the Covention; 

The minutes of the standing committee and council of ad- . 
vice were read. 
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9 The f#llo«i4Q|} pcnetift w«re appooited deptitiM to the gene* 
tal Convention. 

0LEA6T. LAITT. 

Rev. Dr. Piltoorey Thomas M^EueOf esq. 

Rev. Dr. Abercrombie, Dr. Glentworthy 

Rev. Dr. Beaslejr, John M<£lro^> esq. 

Rev. Mr. Kemper, Richard Dale. esq. 

The foUowmg persons were elated members of the staniiing 
ccfmtnittee and council of advice, until the next annua! Coventidn. 

OLEKOT. X.AITY. 

Dr. Pilmore, Thomas M^Enen, esq* 

Dr. Abercronibiey Dr. Giemnrortht 

Dr. Beaslej, . Thttmas Cumpeton, esq. 
Mr. Turner, John B. Wallace, eaq» > . 

Mr. Kemper,' Richard Dale. eaq» 

The Convention adjourned to .meet on the first Tuesday in 
May next, at five o'clock, P. M. in St. James's church, Phiiadel- 
pfaia. 

Jackson Kemper, Secretmry. 
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API^ENDIX. 

' jiN ACT OF ASSOCIATION 

Vf the etergy and congregation9 of the Protestant EfiicofuU 
Churchy in the state of Pennsytvania, 

Whbrbas, by the late revolution, the Protestant Episcopal 
t^hurch in the United States of America is become independent 
^f the ecclesiastic^ jurisdiction in Englandi in consequence 
whereof it is necessary &>r the clergy and congregations of the 
fiaid church to associate themselves for maintaining uniformly 
-]fk divine worship, for procuring the powers of ordination, and for 
establishing and maintaining a system of ecclesiastical govern-* 
ment? 

And whereas, at a meeting of sundry clergymen and of lay 
deputies from sundry congregations of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church ip this state^ held in the city of Philadelfihiay on the 24th 
day of Matfy 1784, there was appointed a committee, to confer and 
correspond with representatives from the church in other states, 
fi>r the purpose of constituting an ecclesiastical government^ 
agreeably to certain instructions or fundamental principles:* 

• Which are as follow: 

Urtti That the Episcopal Church in ^eie states is and ou^ht to be in- 
dependent of all foreign authority ecclesiastical or civil. 

Secondhfi That it hath, and ought to hare^ in common with all other re- 
tigiouft societies, full and exclusive powers to regulate the concerns of its 
own communion. 

Thirdly, That the doctrines of the gospel be maintained as nowproies. 
sed by the Church of England^ and uniformity of worship be continued* sa 
Aear as may be to the liturgy of^e said. church. 

Fourthly^ That the succession of the ministry be agreeable to the usage 
which requireth the three orders of bishops, priests, and deacons; that the 
rights and powers of the same respectively be ascertained: and that they be 
exercised according to reasonable laws, to be duly made. 

Pift%» That tb make canoqs or laws, there be no other authority than 
that of a reprefentative body of the clergy and laity conjointly. 
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And whereas the said committeey being assembled in the city 
of JWw- York jon the 6th and rth days of October^ in the same year, 
did concur with clergymen and lay deputies from sundry states* 
in proposing a convention from all the states, to be held in the 
city of FhUadclfihiay on the Tuesday before the feast of St Mi- 
chael next ensuing, in order to Amite in an eccleuasdcal constitu- 
tion, agreeably to certain fundamental principles, expressed in the 
said proposal;* 

. , And whereas the body which assembled as aforesaid in ^ewr 
York did recommend to the church in the several states, that 

Sixthly t That no powers be delegated to a general ecclesiastical gov- 
ernment, except such as cannot conveniently be exercised by the clergy and 
vestries in their respective congregations. 
• Which are as follow: 

Firtt^ That there be a General Convention of the Episcopal Church in the 
United States of .^fnema. 

Second, That the Episcopal Church in each «tate send deputies to the 
Convention, consisting of clergy and laity. 

Third, That associated congregations, in two or more states, may send 
deputies jointfy. 

Fourth, That the said church shall maintain the doctrines of the gospel, 
na now held by the church of England, and shall adhere to the liturgy of the 
said- church, as far as shall be consistent with the American Revolution, and 
the ' constitutions of the respective states. 

Tifihf That in every state where there shall be a biBh<^ duly consecrat- 
ed and settled, be shall be considered as a member of the Convention, ex 
officio. 

Sixth, That the clergy and laity assembled in Convention, shall delibe- 
rate in one body, but shall vote separately, and the conourrenceof both shaU 
be necessary to g^ve validity to every measure. 

Seventh,, That the first meeting of the Convention ,«* -a be at PhOadeU 

^ pUa, the Tueedai/ before the feast of St Michael next; to which it is hoped 

and earnestly desired, that the Episcopal Churches in the respective stiUes 

will send their clerical and lay deputies, duly instructed and authorised* to 

proceed on the necessary business herein proposed for their deUberation. 

In compliance witti the last article, the following persons are appointed, 
T*?. Clerical Deputies, — The Rev. Doctors JPTAiVe and Magato, and the Rev* 
Messrs. Blacktoell, Bntchim, and Campl/ell: And Lay Deputies-^Messrs /2»- 
chgrd f^etersy Gerardun Clarkion, Samuel Parvel, William Atlee, Jasper Yeate*, 
Stephen Chambers, Bdpai^d Hand, Thomas. Heartley, John Clarke^ Archibald 
M*(jrrev, Plunket Fleeson,Edwtird Shippen, Joseph Svfift, Andrew DoXt John 
fVood, ^cholas Jones, and Edward Duffield, , « . , 
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;^Tiouslf tothe said intended meeting;, they ahoulfi eirpa&zt or 
dsseciote themselTes^ agreeably to such rules as they shall think 
Iffoper: 

It is therefore hereby determined and declaredby the clergy 
Whado noir or who hereafter shall sigh this act, and by the eon^^ 
gregations who do now or who hereafter shall consent to this act, 
either. by its being ratified by their respective yestries, or by its 
being signed by their deputies duly authorised, that the saidcler# 
gy and congregations shall be called^ and known by the tiame of 
The Protectant Episcopal Church in the state q/'PennctylTahia. 

And it is hereby further determined and declared by the said 
elergy and congregations, That there shall be a convention o£ the 
said church; which convention shall conust of all the plergy of the 
same, and of ia^ deputies; and that all the acts and proceedings 
of said convention shall be considered as the acts and proceedings 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in this state; provided alway% 
That the same shall be. consistent with the fundamental princi- 
ples agreed on at the two asoresaid meetings in PhUadelphia and 
J\rev)'York. 

And it is hereby further determined, and declared by the said 
clergy and congregations, That each congregation may send to the 
convention a deputy or deputies; and where two or more congrega«» 
tions are united, diey may send a deputy or deputies for each con- 
gregation; and no congregation may send a clergyman as their 
deputy; and each congregation represented in Convention shall 
have one. vote. 

And it is hereby further determined and declared by the said 
clergy and congregations, That the clergy and'l&y deputies in con- 
vention shall deliberate in one body, but shall vbte as two distinct 
•rders, and that the concurrence cf both orders shill be necessaiy 
to give validity to every measure; and such clergymen and lay 
deputies as shall at any time Jbe duly asseml)led in Co]|vention 
shall be a quorum; and on every question, the. votes, of a ipajority 
of those present of the two orders respectively shall decide^ 

And it is hereby further determined and declared by the said 
olergy and congregations, That all such clergymen as shall here- 
after be settled as the ministers of the congregations ratifying this 
act, shall have the same privileges, and be subject to the same 
regulations, as the clergy now subscribing the same. 



Digitized by 



Google 



22 

And it Is hcseby further dcterteiiifid laid •declv^d bjr the 
Slid clergj foid coogrcgadonsy Th«t the Conyendon thail meet 
on Monday J the 22d day of May^ which will be in the year of our 
XiOrd '178d|t aiid forer^r after on nuch annual day^aadat such 
other times and at such place^ aa shall, be fixed bf futuce rules of 
the Canvention. 

. And it is hereiiy further determined anddeclared by the said 
clergy and congregations, That if the clergy and congregations 
of any «d jcMng state or states shall desire to unite with the church 
in this sttttey agreeably to the fundamental puii^idples estabUshed 
biihb aforesaid meeting in JVev-'Torkf then the Conventioil shall 
hAt€ power to admit the said clergy and deputies from the con- 
gregations ai such adjoining state or states, to have the same pri- 
Yiieges, and t6 be subject to the same regulations, aa the clergy 
and congregations in this state. ' 

fMvtitiXfhrht Churchy in the chy of FhUadelfihia^ this 24th day 
- ' of May, ift the year of our Lord 1785. Witness our hands in 
. ]Etat)fi6atiOB of tiie premises.* 

William White, D. D. Rector of Christ Church and St, 
Petef^^]si Phibidelfikia. 

SAMtTKL Maoaw, D. D. Rector of St. FauVs Churchy Phi-* 
iadelfiMa. 

Rn^eat BtAcxwifiLL, Assistant Minister of ChrUt Church 
and St, PeteHt^ Phikfdcifihia. 
,. J^s^FH HVTo&IHS, Rector of St. Jamca*€y Lancaster, 

John CAMrBELL, Rector of the Episcopal Churches of York 
^x\A Huntingdon. 

JpsB^H Swift, Deputy for Christ Churc h. 

^ SKr*rJsTLA;K.o., \ lJeputlesfor;?r.P.r«^.a«rc*. 

Pluhket Fleeson,! 

John Wood, I Deputies for St. Paulas Church, 

Andhew Doz, J 

EnwARir Hand, Deputy for the congregation of St. James\ 
Lanctmter, 

: NioHDUcs Jen^BS, Deputy for St, Gabricts^ Morldttan, 

Bcrko, • . 

•* The signing of those deputies who were sent to the Convention without 
written powers, was deferred until stich powers can be procured. 
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l^un C4KPBSLL, Heputy for tEe c6n|^gadoii8 of Ywt. 
somI Huniingd^n. , » ^ ^ ' j 

JohI Snt?,^' ■'*^" \ ^«P^*i«» ^""^ ^^' ^«^^* Churchy Cheater. 

SUPPLEMENT 7 

. jTo the act <if Aaaociation, , > . » 

WtiEftSAi doubts haTC arisen whether, under the act of ESBOcia' 
tion, any alteratiotift can 4)e made in the Book of Common Prayer 
and the ftdmimstralion of the SaoramantS) and other tites and cere- 
monies of the church, except such as became necessary in cdnso-' 
^uence of the late revdlutian- 

It is ^ei^ore hereby determined and declared, fhat i'urth^i^ 
alterations may be ^nwide by ^h^ Convention, constituted by the 
said act, provided only, thai ^ die main body and essentials'^ b(^ 
^served, mid Alterations made in such forms only as the Church of 
£ng$and hath he^lf ackn6wledged to be indifferent and alterable. 

And it is hereby further determined and declared, that the 
power given by this supplement to the Convention of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church in this state>.niay by the sud Conventh>n be 
ronyeyed to a Convention of tfie saud church in the United Statesi' . 
or in such states as are willing. to tiniie ih a cohstittition of eccle- 
siastical government, if the same shall be judged most conducive 
to charity and uniformity of irorship. 

Dane in Christ Churchy in the city of FhiMdelfiMay this 57th day 
of May, in the year of our Lord 1786. Witi^ess our hands, in 
ratification of the premises. 

CONSTITUTION^ \i 

Whtreas by aii act of association ftgr^ed to and adpptQd in 
cGtivention on the 24th day of May, 17S5, sundry of the Protest- 
aiit Episcopal Chnrches within this commonwealth, were united 
nnder the name of « The Protestant Episcopal Church in the . 
state of PeitnSylvania''— which association now embraces all those 
clergy and congregations who did at that time assent toj]! oi* have 
since assented to the same: * ' , 

And whereas since that time, by tjreneral Conventions of the 
Protestant Episcopal Churches within the United States, a Con- 
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altitution and Cancms have been fonned for the government and 
discipline of the same, which recognize each state as constitnting 
a district or diocess with the right to the CHurcbes withm the 
same to exercise a local government over tliemselve6, which has 
been accordingly exercised by the Protestant Episcopal Churches 
within the state of Pennsylvania, associated as aforesaid; and i^ 
being now deemed expedient more expressly to set forth the sys- 
tem of local government to lit exercised within this diocess, the 
following, with the act of association, is declaimed to be the Con- 
stitution of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the state of Penn- 
sylvania. ,..-'' 

1. This Church as a constituent part qf the Protjestfoit Epis- 
copal Church of the United States of Amc;r|C4^ :ac:cedes tqi, re- 
cognizesi and adopts the general co^stitutiQa of that Church and 
acknowledges its authority aceorjdingly^ ' .-, ' 

2. There $hall be ^.stated convention of the Church in this 
state, at Philadelpliia, on the first Tuesday in l^ay, in every year, 
unless a different time and place be fixed on by. a preceding. con- 
vention. 

' 3. The bishop shall have power to call a special conventi<m 
when he may judge it conducive to the good of the Church, or 
when applied to for that purpose by the standing committee: and 
in case of a vacancy in the- Episcopal chair, the standing cumknit- 
tee shall have power to call a special convention. ' . 

4. The convention shall be composed both of clergymen and 
laymen. Every clergyman of the Churchy, resident within tlie 
state, except such as are declared to be disqualified by the Canons 
of the General Convention, shall ex officio be a member of the 
convention; and each incorporated or otherwise regularly estab- 
lished Protestant Episcopal Church in the diooess, now a party to 
the above stated act of association, or yrhxch, sh?kll hereii'ter be 
admitted a member of the convention, majr send to the convention 
^ deputy or deputies, not more than three — to' be elected by the 
vestry of such church. Where two or more, churches ara united 
under one vestry, each church shall nevertheless be entitled tq send 
deputies. 

5. The bishop shall preside In the Convention — ^but in case 
of a vacancy or necessary absence, the members shall elect a 
president from among the clergy. 
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6. A secretary shall be chosen upon the assembling of the ai|f 
nfual convention from among the members thereof^ who shall re- 

.main iii office untU the meeting of the next convention. Hi».4u- 
ty shall be to take piinutes of their proceedings, to preserve their 
Jouimals . and records^ to attest the public^acts of the body;, ancf 
SaLithfuIly to deliver -Into, theh^nds of Ms $ucce3Sor, all books ani 
papers, relative to the concerns of the convention, which may be 
in his possession* Such other officers also shall be appointed 
a^.the Convention, may find .occasion for, to remain iii o0ice for 
such time as they may direct. 

7. The clergy and lay deputies in Convention, shall delibe- 
rate, in one body, and shall vote as such, except when it is re- 
^quired otherwise by five membei|;'s. In such a case the Conven- 
tion shall vote as two distinct orders, and the concurrence of both 
orders^ riiall be necessary, to give.validity to a. measure^ and such 
clergymen and lay deputies as shall at any time be duly assem- 
bled in Convention, shall be a quorum — and on every question 
the votes of a majority of those present, or, if required by ,five, 
the votes of a majority of those present of the two orders respec- 
tively, shall decide, 

^ 8. The standing cominittee and council of advice shall copi- 
sist of ten members, five clerical and five lay members. At their first 
meeting they shall elect one of their clerical members to be presi- 
4ent, and another of their members to be secretary.— They shall 
keep regular minutes of their proceedings, subject to the inspection 
of the Convention. .Any three of the members (the whole haying 
been.sunomoned) shall be a quorum, except fbr^uch purposes as^ 
^reeaUy to., their ,own rules, may require a larger number. 
They may make rules of meeting .aivi business, and alter or re* 
peal tjbiem from time to time. 

9. The election of a bishop of this diocess shalj be made in 
Convention in the following manner: The order of the, clergy 
9ball nominate and appoint by ballot scane fit and qualified cler- 
jlprman for that, office,, and if this appointment be approved of by. 
the lay order, he shall be declared duly elected. In the above 
mentioned nomination and appointment, a majority of each order 
shall determine a choice, provided that two-thirds of all the cler- 
gy entitled to Votes be present, and two-thirds of all the congre- 
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gations entitled to votes be represented, otherwise two-thirds ot* 
the Totes of each order shall be necessary to determine a choice/ 
10. The mode of altering this Constitution shall be as fol- 
lows: a proposition for amendment shall be introduced in writing, 
and considered in the Convention; and, if approved of, shall lie 
over to the next Convention; and, if again approved of in the 
next ensuing Convention, by a majority of the two orders voting 
thereon separately, the change shall take place, and the consti- 
tution so altered shall be valid and obligatory. 



, UL 
CANONS. 

THE CANONS OF 1795. 
CANON I. 

Q/* PreaentmenUk 

Every trial in this church for mishehaviour, shall be ifn pre* 
sentment made, either by the convention, or by the vesUy of the 
parish to which the accused party belongs, specifying the crime 
of which the party is accused. 

CANON II. 
Of Inquiries on Presentments, 

Presentment for miabebavio^ bemg made as aforesaid, the 
Bishop, with the consent of the Council of Advice, shall aiqK»nt 
a commissary, who diall repair to tho church or parish vrbsto 
the abuse is said to have happened, and shall there, after sununona 
of the parties, and the hearing of the witnesses, establish and an* 
thenticate all such facts as may be necessary to an investigation of 
the subject, reporting the same to the bishop; and the record shaB 
be of full authorityi unless error or mal-practice being proved, a 
new examination shall be ordered; and the testimony taken as 
aforesaid, shall be signed by the witnesses, and the whole record 
of proceeding^ by the commissary; and on the examination of 
«iy witness, a magistrate shall be requested to admimster to him 
or her an oath or affirmaUon, if the accused party requires it. 
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CANON HI. 

Of Penalties. 
The bishop, or any clergyman appomted by him, as a com- 
missary, with assessors to be appointed, as in the next ardcle, 
shall proceed to a full examination of the causes, and to a final 
sentence, which ^ in the case of a clergymsm may be admonition, 
aus^ension or degradation; and in the case of either clergyman 
or layman, may be exclusion from the Holy Communion, or the 
disavoimg of the party as any longer a member of this church. 
Provided that no sentence of degradation shall pass, otherwise 
than is ordered in the sixth article of the general Ecclesiastical 
Consjtitution. Provided further, that due notice of the time and 
place of trial be given to the party accused, who shall then and 
there attend, unless prevented by some reasonable cauie, to be 
judged of by the bishop and assessors, in which case another 
notice shall be given as before, and the party accused be fur- 
nished with a copy of the charge, at least one month before the 
trial; and in failure of attendance, no sentence shall pass for any 
other crime than that of contumacy, which however shall subject 
him to the same penalties, as if the evil practice imputed to him 
Iiad been proved. ' ^ 

CANON IV. 

Of ,A88€8S0ra on Trials^ 

On the trial of a clergyman, there shall be four clergymen 
appomted by tiie bish<^, witili ^e knowledge and' consent of the 
council of advice, out of which number, the p^rty ^ccmsed shall 
choose any two, as assessors; the whole number ajs above, haying 
been convened on summons issued by a secretary, who shall be 
appointed by the Convention, and until such secretary be appoint* 
ed, the secretary of the Convention shall serve in that capacity. 
In every decision, tiiere shall be an agreement of the major num- 
ber, of the Bish(^, or Commissary, and the assessors, as to mat- 
ter of ^ct; and sentence shall be given by the Bishop or Com- 
missary, according to the Canons. 

In the case of a layman, the proceedings shall be as above) 
only that there shall be in addition to the above clergymen, three 
lay assessors, the major part of whom shall find the facts, before 
any sentence shall be given; which three lay assessors shaU~be cho* 
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en by the party accused, out of six lay men oF the congregation 
to which he belongs, who shall be summoned for tlxe purpose, 
with the knowledge and consent of the council of advice. 

CANON V. 
Of the trial of a BUhoft. 

If the presentment be of any bishop of the church in this^ 
state, which shall only be by the Convention thereof, it shall be 
made to two or m6re bishops of this church, in any of the Uni-^ 
ted States. Such bishops shall have authority to institute a trial 
within the diocess of the accused bishop, and the sentence of 
the said two M^ops, or the majority of a greater number, being 
declared to be grounded on the Canons of the Church, shall be 
final. 

CANON VI. 
Of the removal of Ministers from any state into this. 

To qualify a clergyman coming into this state, from any of the 
states in the Union, to settle and oftc^ate as a clergyman; it shall 
be necessary to obtain a licence thereunto, from the bishop: and 
to entitle him to such licence, he shall produce from the bishop^ 
(or if there be no bishop, from the standing committee of the 
Convention of the state from which he removes^) a certificate of 
his good moral conduct, and orderly compliance with the institu- 
tions and government of the church', while |n ^s. or tt|<^ir. distciet; 
and on such certificate being pjroduced, the Bishofi of the .church 
in this state shall give, to the party^ the licenoe^reqiiired. 
CANON VIL 
' Of the celebration of Marriages, * 

No minister of this Church shall celebrate any marriage 
without having as sufficient testimony, as the nature of the case 
admits, that there is no lawful impediment; and if there be any 
doubt in regard to either of the parties, as to his or her being of 
age or free; then there appearing to be a master or mistress, 
parent or guardian, shall make it necessary to have the consent of 
such master or mistress, parent or guardian. And if the minis- 
ter be duly certified that there is no legal impediment, he then 
may, and, if either of the parties be of the congregation of the 
minister, it shall be his duty to join them in marriage. 
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THE CANON OF 1796. 

Concerning mUbehaviour of clergymen residing in anothei^ 9iate» 

If a Clergyman residing in another state, shall come into this 
state, and act in open violation of the Canons, and on a representa- 
tion being made thereof to the ecclesiastical authority in that 
state, it shall appear that the said clergyman is not considered as 
a member of that church; it shall, in such case, be the duty of the 
bishop of this state to give notice to the congregations belonging 
to his diocess or district, that such clergyman is not considered^ 
fof the present as a clergyman of this church, and that his officiat- 
ing in their churches is prohibited. 

THE CANON OF 1797. 

On the general atate of the chtcrch.^ 

THE CANON OF 1811. 

A canon concermng presentment a, '\ 

THE CANONS OF 1812. 

I. 

4 canon concerning lay asseatora. 
Whereas, in th^ case of trial, consequent on the presenta* 
tdon of a lay member of this church, the lay assessors required by 
the ITourth^canon of 1795 may not conveniently be obtained from 
the congregation of the accused party consistently with security 
for impartiality; the bishop, with the consent of the council of ad- 
vice, if in their judgment the circumstances of the case shall so 
require, may summon lay assessors from any other congregation 
or congregations of this church, any thing to the contrary in the 
fourth Canon of 1795 notwithstanding. 

II. 

A canon concerning fireaentments. 

Presentment may be made for misbehaviour, within this 
church; not only by the Convention, and by any vestry, as provi- 
ded for in the first of the canons passed in 1795; but by any three 

* This canoa is now superceded by the canons of the general Conven- 



tion. 



t This c«non.ha,» been repealed. ^g,^^, .^ Google 
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meinbera of the church, being cotnmunicants, they pledging 
tbem^elves^o support the charge or charges by them exMbited: 
proYided that the presentment and docujnents accompanying it be 
in writings and be first laid before the bishop, and by him before 
the council of advice^ with the names of the witnesses, and the 
points to which the proffered testimony applies; siind provided also 
it be not i*ejected by the bishop, with the concurrence of the coun- 
cil, as either..f utile in itself, or unsupported by the evidence. But 
the presentees, if trial should proceed, shall be at liberty to bring 
further evidence, and the Canon passed in 1 811 , is hereby repealed. 



IV. 

REGULATIONS, &c. 

Adofited by the Convention at variouf sUtmgSj and revUed and 
confirmed by. the Convfintion qf 1814. 

' 1. With respect tothe delegation to the General Convention, 
if, at any time, any memberor members appointed should decline, 
or, throi^h some unavoidable circumstance, be unable to attend, 
on notice beihg given to' the other menibers of the delegation, 
of the slime order, they shall appoint, for the time being, a substi- 
tute or substituted in his or their place. 

3. The standing committee as ftjipointed by the 8th article 
of lile Constitution, shall be a council of advice, with whom tiie 
bishop may ^bhsiilt^ in the execution of his office. 

!3. T&e se^retary'tyf tbe dtandihg committee' and council of 
adiriee is hereby dlreeted^lt^ the minutes of the prededing 
year's business annually before the Convention. 

4. It is recommended to the vestries of the several church- 
es not Incorpofrated, to apply to the judges of the supreitie court, 
according to law,' for charters of incorporation, which charters 
before they are presented to iht judges, shall be laid before the 
bkhop and his counoU of advice for approbation, and ought to be 
as nearly similar throughout the state, as local circumstances 
will admit. 

5. The vestry of every congregation or Church now vacant, or 
unprovided with a minister, or such as shall hereafter become 
vacant, ought to have a standing subscriptioD prepared^ either in 
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ca^ or pew-rentS| or partly in both^ for a term of fioC less fSm 
three ye^rs!! omditioned for a puactual payment of th* aami^f to 
fiuch minister as shall be duly elected and set^ledf accordiii|» to 
the , eotablished rules of the several churches; and the profits 
and rents of glebes, where there are any, shsdl be applied only du» 
ring a vacancy, to institute a capital fi^id, bearing interest fortkt 
use of the minister of such church for the timo being, es^cept- 
ing only where the donor of such glebe, may have applied any 
part of the rents thereof to other pious purposes* i 

fi. It is hereby decided that the 'African Church of St* 
Thomas, in the city of Philadelphia, i^ not entitled to send a cler* 
gyman or deputies to the Convention, or to interfere with the gene- 
ral government of the Episcopal Church, this ciOidition being 
made, in consideration of thpif peculiar circumstanceis at pres^it. 

7. It shall be the duty of the secretary of the Convention 
to give notice, in future, of the annual day of the Convention, to 
every clergyman of this church, within the state, and to add, in 
each notice to every clergymsm Qot reudk^g in, t^e d^yyih^t he 
is requested to give Qotice of the said annual day, not only to the 
wardens and vestrymen of his own congregalJk>n» but to those of 
every vacant congregation which pay be in, bis vicinilfy} and the 
said duty is to be performed by. the s^cret^ry, that the- notift^ii 
may be received at least one month before, the acinjUAl.4a|r# ^ 

8. It is hereby declared, that if a bishop should be conaecra- 
ted for any state to t];ie^ westward^ and it should be thought escper^ 

' dient that the churches c^ ti^ state wc^si^wardof th^ Alteg^hanir 
mountains ahould be under the sup^rantendc^^ce^ of the- bishop aa 
contemplated,..this C9avent]on.c9nsieoat,t<\t^.s^mie9 on ««ch tefii^a 
as may be approved of by the Bi§h(^and4he council of- advice 
of this church. . , ^ . 

9. Whereas, it is a general opinion entertained by aU true 
episcopalians, that the apostolic authority of the hoiy christifOi 
ministry, has been handed down by an umnlefinipted suceesskm 
<^ bishops in the church of God, it ia but reasonable to expect 
that they should consider it as a duty incumbeot on them, to use 
their best endeavours for the support of it: And whereas, a con- 
siderable donation has been left by the late Andrew Doz, Esqr. 
towards a &nd for the support of a Bishop in the State of Peni^ 
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BylVania^ it is proposed that the Convention take order for com- 
pleting the fund of which, he has so generously laid the founda- 
ijon.'— Therefore resolved; 

* !• That, with the concurrency of the present yenen^le bi^- 
op) It be enjoined as the^ dHjty of ererf settled clergyman of this 
church, once in every year to^ preach a seniion on the apostolic 
succeesioii, or on such other appropriate subject as .to him shall 
flMm best adapted to promote the important object in view. 

2. That ft ^contribution shall then be mad^ by the congrega* 
'' iion, for the sole and express purpose of making provision for 

support^ the episoqpate in this state. 

3. That' the money so collected shall be forwarded to the 
triMLturer, to be appointed by this conventicm, whose duty it shaJl 
be to keep a regular accoimt of all the monies received, and to 
iBake a repoit to tlie annual convention of the church^ 

4. It shall be the duty of the said treasurer, to consult with 
tise bishop and standmg committee of the church, on the best 
mode of securing and making ih^ fund productive, 

5. That not cMiHy the money received from the collections af- 
ter service, but the interest thereof, shall be kept together and 
made an increasing fundf until in the opinion of a future conven- 
tion k»^ell be .thought expedient to apply jihe proceeds thereof 
to the proposed object. 

10; At the opensig of every annual convention a, sermon 
shall be deliveced suitable to the occasion, by a clergyman ap- 
pdmed previouslf tbereto: and this duty shall never be omitted 
. exoept wlienthebi^hop^udl deliver a charge: and npt^e of the 
-Itaid. charge or aerm^n ahall be given to every congregation in 
this ct^» on the Sianday prf vious to its.be^ delivered. 

1 1 . It is t^ opinipn of this convention that it will not be de- 
xoroBf in any clerg^miuito have his conventional sermon printed, 
unless the piinting.thereof be solicited by, two thirds of the con* 
▼eaticMi before whom such sermon is delivered. 

12. (»Thf chttiiohes in this diocess shall annually contribute a 
certain sum for the purpose of defraying such expenses, as the 
convention may incur, and for defraying the expenses of the dele- 
gates to the General Convention; and the said sum shall be 
raised according to the following ratio: each of the churches in 
the city of Philadelphia shall contribute twenty dollars^ and all 
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tbe other coBfgregmtkmB tbroUffacHxt the diocess, five (tollara each, 
per zBtmsk, 

13. The standing committeer and cowiciL of advice are here- 
bf authorized to consider of and direct proper measiires for the 
▼eadag of the legacjr of Andrew Dos, Esq. to die Bishop of the 
Protestant Episcopal Churchy and his snccesswrs; who tAoM haire 
the city of Philadefphia wkhin hia dlocess. 

14. It IB hcvehrf declared that no certificate of the appmnt- 
ment of a delegate or of delegates t» this ooarencioiiy shalLbe 
vaKd, unless it is signed bf a warden^ or \gf'tm» vestrymen. 

15. Whereas the' reguUtr atMndance *of tiie clergy at tibe 
meetings of the conyentioa is of essential ceoseqiMDcftto the in- 
terests of the church, this doty is faerebf enjoined on them. At 
the opening of every conventictti the names of the clergy entitled 
to seats in the convention, shall he called over, the absentees 
noted, and at the ensnhig convention they shall be called upon 
for the reasons of their absence. And it is hereby required 
that those clergyman trho continue aA>sent, shall aend to tins 
convention their reasons for so doing. And it is heireby recom-* 
mended, that inattention to this recommendation be made a 
cause of presentment at some Ihture convention. ' ' 

1 6. It is hereby recommended to the several cengregationa in 
the diocess, not to permit their respective houses of wovriup to 
be used for any secular object whatever. 

17. In order to give effect to the fortieth ctfion of the Gene- 
ral Convention in 1808, it is hereby required thai each minister 
of this church shall keep a register of all the baptiamS) marrhi|^i 
and funerals solemnised by him in the dhM^harge ot Ida mitttstry; 
specifying the names of the parties ]la«rfied,"d)e name and time 
of the biith of the child baptised, and lie names of the parents, and 
the name of the person buried, and the time when each rite was 
performed; which register be shall transcribed, at least once in 
every ^onth, in a book to be kept Ibr that purpose, bekmging 
to the vestry of each church. He shall also keep a register %f 
the names of the communicants within his cure, as nearly as can be 
conveniently obtained. 
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IS. Whereas it is determined by the coasdiaticm ei the 
church in this diocess, thsCt the day of Annual Convealioii may 
l>e appointed by that body from time to time; and whereas, since 
the change of the day of the General Cmiventiofi, the £stance of 
the same from the immediately precedcftt Convention of the Dio- 
cesB is inconveniently great, the annual day of the latter Convene 
tion shall be from this time, the first Tuesday in May in every 
year: on. which day no otheif business- shall be transacted than the 
organizmg of the body; so as that they majr be ready for further 
transactions on the day sueceeding; cm the morning of which 8u<^ 
ceeding day, there ^U be the service and sermon. :" 

19. It shall be the duty of the secretary of this Convention, 
on the.printing of mf pastoral letter of the bishops in General 
Convention, to. send a copy thereof to every clergyman in the 
diocess; and as many copies as the number in possession may 
afford, to the church-wardens of every congi^gation within the 
same: such copies to be for the perusal of the members of the 
respective congregations, under such reasonable regulations as 
circumstances may dictate. 

Further, If any parochial minister should deem It to be ex- 
pedient to read the pastoral letter to his congregation, the same 
may be done by him, at such time as shall be judged the most ex- 
pedient. 

. . V. 

RULES OF ORDER. 

1 . The business of every day shall be introduced tirith a form 
of prayer prescribed by the bishop. 

2. . When Ae presid^at takes the chair, no member shall 
contiQue standii^ or shall afterwards stand up, unless to address 
the chair. 

3. No ^member shall absent himself from the service of t^e 
house, unless he have leave, or be unable to attend. 

4. When any member is about to speak in debate, or deliv- 
er any matter to the house, he shall rise from his seat, and, with- 
out advancing, shall, with due respect, address himself to the 
president, confinmg himself strictly to the point in debate. 
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', 5,» No member shall ftpeak more than twice in the same de- 
leter without leave of tlfe house. 

6. A question beting ono&detenniiied) shall stand as the judg- 
inettt4if.the hopse^and shall notfa» again -drawn into debate, dur- 
ing the same Aession^ unless with«the consent of two-thirds of the 
house. ' 

7. While the pnesid^ift is putting any question, no one shall 
hold p^vale. (|isGours«9 stand upi walk into, out of, or across th^ 
house, or read any book. ^ 

^ 8. Every menJber who shallbe in the house when any ques- 
tion is put, shall, on a ^visioii^ be counted, uslesi he be particu- 
larly interested in the decision. < 

9. No motion shall be considered as before the house, unless 
it be seconded, and reduced to writing when required. 

10. When any question.is befbre the house, it shall be de- 
terniined. on before any thing new is introduced, except the ques- 
tion for adjouriunent. 

1 1 . The question on a motion fi>r adjounmient shall be taken 
before any other, and without debate. 

12. When the house is to rise, every member shall keep his 
seat until t^e president leave the chair. 

VI. 

Xiist of the clergy of the Protestant Efiiacofial Church in the dio- 
ccMS of Pennsylvania, 

The right Rev. William White, D. D. Bishop. 

The Rev. Robert BlacJcwelly D. D. residing in Philadelphia. 

Josefih Hat chins, D. D. reading in Philadelj^a. 

James Mercrombie, D. D< Senior Assistant Minister of 

^ Christ Church, St. Peter's and St. James's, Phila- 
delphia. 

Josefih Pilmorey D. D. Rector of St» Paul's Church, 
Philadelphia. 

Frederick Beasley, D. D. Provost of the University of 
Pennsylvania. 

William Ayres, residing in Philadelphia. 

John Camfibellj Rector of . Carlisle. 

Joseph Turner, Rector of St. Martin's, Marcus Hook. 
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Slator Clay^ Rector of St. Jam^s'S) PerkiomM); St. Pc* 
tcr's, Great Valley^ and St. ThoinaB% Whiteinarsfa 

Joseph Clarksc^^ Rector of St. James's, Lancaster, St. 
John's, Pequea^ ukI Bangor Church, Caniarw)B. 
The Rev. James Wiltbank^ Rector of Truaity Chuocb, Oxford, 
and All SaiiitB,^ Lower Dublin. 

RcAert Ayres^ residiag in BnMMBsviUe. 

Franda Reno, ofitcia^g fai the ^aimiim ^ Beaver, and 
Allegany. 

Caleb Hofikins, Rector of Chnst Chnrch, Milton; 
Christ Church, Deny townili]|>; St. Pftul's, Bloon- 
township; and Christ Church, Turbit township; Nor- 
thumberland county. 

Apsaiom Jonesj (a black man) Rector of the African 
Church of St. Thomas, Philadelphia. ' 

John Taylor, Rector of Trimty Church, Pittsbiurgh. 

Levi Bull, Rector of St. Gabriers, Berk's county, and 
St. Maiy's, Chester county. 

John Armstrong, Rector of St. John's, York town. i 

Jackson Kemfier, Assistant Minister of Christ Church, i 
St Peter's and St. James's, Phikdelphia. j 

Richard D. Hall, Rector of St. James's, Bristol. 

Jehu Curtis Clay, Deacon officiating at St. David's, 
RadiM>r. 



VII 

List of the congregations in thtis diocess. 

Christ Church, ^ 

St. Peter's, 

St. James's, S- Philadelphia. 

St PauFs, 

St. Thomas's. 

St. Martin's, Marcus Hook. 

St. David's, Radnor township, Deleware county. 

St James's, Perkiomen^ 

St Peter^s, Great Valley, Chester county. 
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St. Thoi&s's, Whitcmarsh. 

St. James's, Lancaster. 

St. John's, Pequea. 

Bangor Church, Carnarvon.* 

Trinity Church, Oxford. 

All Saints^ower Dublm. 

Christ Church, Derry township. ^ 

St. Paul's, Bioom township. 

Christ Church, Milton. 

Christ Church, Turbit township. ^ 

St. Gabriel's Berk's county, Amity township. 

St. Mary's, Chei^ter county^ Nantmeal township. 

St. John's, York. 

St. James's the Greater Bristol. 

Carlisle. 
Christ Church, Huntingdon township, Adelms county. 

Huntingdon, Huntingdon county. 
St. John's, New London, Cross roads. 
St. John's, Concord 
St. Paul's, Chester. 

BrownsviUe Fayette county. 

Allegany county. 
Georgetown, Beaver county 
• <]rcrmantowD, 
Norristown, 
Pike township, Bradford co 
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MEMBERS ^RESENT. 



CLERGY: 



The Right Rev. William White, D. D. Bishop. 
The Rev. Robert Blackwell, D. D. 

Jamea Abercrombie, D. D. Senior Assistant Minister of 
Christ Church, St. Peter's, and St. James's, Phila- 
delphia. 

Joaefih Pilmore^ D. D. Rector of St. Paul's, Philadel- 
phia. 

Frederic Beaaley, D. D. Provost of the University of 
Pennsylvania. 

Joaefih Turner, Rector of St. Martin's, Marcus Hook. 

Slator Clay, Rector of St. James's, Perkiomen; St. Pe- 
ter's, Great Valley; and St. David's, Radnor. 

Jamea Wtltbank, Rector of Trinity Church, Oxford, and 
All Saints, Lower Dublin. 

Levi Bull, Rector of St. Gabriel's, Berks county, and 

St. Mary's, Chester county. 
John Jrmatrong, Rector of St. John's, Yorktown. 

Jackaon Kemfier, Assistant Minister of Christ Church, 
St Peter's, and St. James's, Philadelphia. 

Richard D, Hall, Rector of St. James's, Bristol. 

Jehu Curtia Clay, Deacon, officiating at Norristown and 
Germantown. 

Jamea Milnor, Deacon, Assistant Minister of Christ 
Church, St. Peter's, and St. James's, Philadelphia. 



LAY DELEGATES. 



From Christ Church, Philadelphia, 

St. Peter's, Philadelphia, 
St. James's, 



St. Paul's, 



do. 



do. 



St. Mary's, Chester county, 

St« Gabriel's, Berks county, 

Trinity Church, Oxford, 

St. John's, Norristown, 
St. Martin's, Marcus Hook, 
St. John's, Concord, 
St. James's, Bristol, 

St. David's, Radnor, 

All Saints, Lower Dublin, 
St. James's, Perkiomen, 

The following clergymen were absent from this Convention: 
the Rev. Joseph Hutchins, D. D.; the Rev. William Ayres; the 
Rev. John Campbell; the Rev. Joseph Clarkson; the Rev. Robert 
Ayres; the Rev. Francis Reno]| the Rev. Caleb Hoplqns, and the 
Rev, John Taylor. 



Henry Pratt, 
William Murdock, 
Lewis Neill, 
Daniel Smith, 
Joseph Sims, 
Thomas M^Euen, 
Richard Dale, 
John Markland, 
. P. F. Glent worth, 
Walter Kerr, 
John Claxton, 
Matthias Kaler, 
James Richards, 
David Jones, 
Jacob Warren, 
Sereck Fox, 
John Lardner, 
Levi Pauling, 
John Taylor, jun. 
John Peirce, 
John M«Elroy, 
Joseph King, 
Philip Sheaflf, 
John Brooke, 
Joseph Ashton, 
John Shannon, jun. 
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JOURNAL, &e. 



MAY 2d, 1815. 

This being the day appointed by the Constitution for the 
meeting of the Convention, and several clerical and lay members 
being assembled in St. James's Church, at 5 o'clock in the after** 
noon, the bishop took the chair, and the Convention was organi- 
zed. The Rev. Jackson Kemper was chosen secretary. 

According to the 15th regulation, the list of the clergy en- 
titled to seats in this Convention was called over, when it appeared 
that the following were present: the Right Rev. William White, 
D. D.; the Rev. Robert Blackwell, D. D.; the Rev. James Aber- 
crombie, D. D.;^he Rev. Joseph Pilmore, D. D.; the Rev. Fre- 
deric Beasley, D. D.; the Rev. James Wiltbank; the Rev. John 
Armstrong; the Rev. Jackson Kemper; the Rev. Richard D. Hall, 
and the Rev. James Milnor. 

The following lay delegates presented testimonials of their 
appointment, and were admitted to seats: Henry Pratt, William 
Murdock, and Lewis Neill from Christ Church, Philadelphia; Da- 
niel Smith and Joseph Sims from St. Peter's Church, Philadelphia; 
Thomas M<£uen, Richard Dale, and John Markland from St. 
James's Church, Philadelphia; Dr. Glentworth and Walter Kerr 
from St. Paul's Church, Philadelphia; Matthias Kaler and James 
Richards from St. Mary's, Chester county; David Jones and Jacob 
Warren from St, Gabriel's, Amity township, Berks county; and 
Sereck Fox from Trinity Church, Oxford. 

It being stated that a congregation has been formed and in- 
corporated, and a Church erected and consecrated at Norristown, 
Montgomery county, by the name of St. John's Church; Levi 
Pauling, esq. was received as a delegate from said congregation. 

The following clergymen were absent: the Re\. Joseph 
Hutchins,D. D.; the Rev. William Ayres; the Rev. John Camp- 
bell; the Rev. Joseph Turner; the Rev. Slator Clay; the Rev. Jo- 
seph Clajkson; the Rev. Robert Ayres> the Rev. Francis Renoj 
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the Rev. Caleb Hopkins; the Rev* John Taylor; the Rev. Levi 
iBull;'and the Rev. Jehu Curtis Clay. 

On motion, adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at half 
past 10 o'clock, A. M. 



Wedneadcty mornings od of May^ 1815. 

Divine service was celebrated by the Rev. Jehu C. Clay, 
and a sermon prea^ched by the Rev. Dr. Beasley. 

All the members who appeared yesterday were present to- 
day, except Dr. Blackwell. The Rev. Levi Bull, the Rev. Slator 
Clay, the Rev. Joseph Turner, and the Rev. Jehu C. Clay were 
likewise present. The following lay delegates presented testimo- 
nials of their appointment, and were admitted to seats: Mr. C lax- 
ton from St. Paul's Church, Philadelphia; John Taylor, jun. from 
St. Martin's, Marcus Hook; John Peirce from St. John's, Con- 
cord; John M<Elroy and Joseph King from St. James the Greater's, 
Bristol; Philip Sheaff and John Brooke from St. David's, Radnor; 
John Lardner from Trinity Church, Oxford; Joseph Ashton from 
All Saints', Lower Dublin; and John Shannon, jun. from St. 
James's, Perkiomen. 

Agreeably to the 45th canon of the General Convention of 
18Qf(, the bishop delivered the following address: 

My brethren, the clergy and the lay deputies of this Con- 
vention; 

What I have to lay before you, or that can properly be brought 
within the compass of this address, consists of very few articles. 

I have not made any visits for the purpose of confirmationi 
beyond the limits of the city, except at Germantown, where I 
preached and confirmed on the 13th of November. No invita- 
tions to the same effect, have come to me from my brethren of 
the clergy. This may have been owing to the unsettled state of 
the whole country, during the last summer; when a great propor- 
tion of the inhabitants were called from their homes into the field. 
That no incitements to the work came from me, was owing to the 
expectation in which I was delayed during the whole season, of 
meeting some of my episcopal brethren for the consecration of a 
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suffragan bishop for the diocesd of Maryland. Much correspon- 
dence was necessary for the accomplishment of this deBi^o; chiefly, ^ 
on account of the difficulty 6f fixing on a time, when it would be 
convenient for three bishops to assemble. Hence it happened, 
owing to interfering engagements of my, brethren, that the mea- 
sure was delayed to the beginning of Septeniber. 

On the 1 st of that month, in the city of New Brunswick, New 
Jersey, there took place the consecration of the Bj^g^ Rev. Dr. 
James Kemp, which I mention with satisfaction^ >ik» well because 
of my respect for him, grounded on an acquaintince of many years, 
as in consideration of the addition whidh it brings to the prospect 
of perpetuating the Americauaepiscfepacy. 

The Rev. Mr. Tummrrhas resigned the charge of the Church 
at Marcus Hook. 'H»>advanced age and the distance from his 
home, are his reasons for declining any further pastoral connexion 
with a people^ to whom he is very dear; and whom he has served 
for many years on the most disinterested terms. I understand from 
him, that until they shall have obtained another pastor, he pro- 
poses to visit them occasionally, as health and circumstances may 
permit. 

Our ministry has-been increased by the addition of the Rev. 
James Milnor to the clergy of the three Churches, in parochial 
union, in the city. Before his election to that charge, he was or- 
dained to the oflice of deacon: and this is the only ordination per- 
formed by me during the last year. 

On the 6th of the present month, I had the satisfaction of 
consecrating a new Church at Norristown. The size and the 
beauty of the building does great credit to the zeal of the fe\0^ 
members of our co^lmunion, resident in tliat small town and its 
vicinity; and will doubtless be duly estimated by this body. 

It will also be agreeable to them to learn, that during the 
last Summer, there was made another missionary tour, und^r the 
auspices of the Society for the Advancement of Christianity, by 
the Rev. Mr. Kemper; much to the satisfaction of the neighbour- 
hoods visited, and of the Society, as may be seen in their report. 
In very many places within this state, there are a few families of 
our communion, to whom it is impossible to extend the enjoy- 
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ments of public worship^ on the plan the most agreeable to them^ 
except in |»ropoilion as such a society shall bt provided with the 
means of carrying on its labours/ Thb is mentioned with the 
Tiew of inviting the clerical and lay members of this Convention 
to assist the good design, by means of contributions within their 
respective bounds. 

It will not be an improper occasion to call the attention of my 
reverend brethren to the circumstance, that there has lately gone 
forth among persons of different religious persuasions, and in va- 
rious sections of the union, and I thank God that our commumoD 
is not a stranger to the salutary influence, a spirit of aeriottsneas 
and of inquiry on religious sufajet^ts. The &ct is here noticed^ as a 
ground of exhortation to the improvement of it Let me not be 
understbod to represent what may be accomplished at such a cri- 
sis, as the measure of ministerial usefulness. The seed of the 
Gospel often falls with an effect, unknown to him by whose hand 
it was distributed: and it occasionally happens to anonister of the 
Gospel, to be accidentally informed after a lapse of yearsy of im- 
presrions formerly made by him on the hearts of hearers. Thus 
it is,' that the Church feels the effect of the property stamped cai 
it by its Divine Founder, when he compared himself, and impli- 
edly every minister acting under his commission faithfully, to a 
man sowing seed, which should ^ spring and grow up, he know- 
«th not how/* But it sometimes happens, (hat an extraordinary 
degree of susceptiUlity is conspicuous; ^md it is truly astonishing, 
that the occasional recuiTcnce of this fact has not convinced the 
partisans of a false philosophy, of the. error and the impoCeni^ 
involved in every scheme for the improvement of the ccmditicHi oP 
mankind, bottomed on the presumption of there not being a pow- 
erful operation of the religious principle in all possible states 
of society; and of there not being designed by the Creator its 
weighty bearing on them. 

While OUT knowledge of human nature may suggest to us 
the preceding consideration, our office of the Christian miiiistry 
should mcite us to improve such opportunities as have been ud- 
vertcd to, for the enlarging of the fold, and the increasing of the 
flock of Christ. If we are instructed by St* J^mes, in a pertinent 
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itti^goiyf ** tfiM the spiritiiii ButlMlMtacn) hafMinf^ Iod|^cMl^tlMf A6M 
of his inttiUctiont, is W wait for the early md- the latter nan of 
divine {trace;'' his patience may be soppesed to ha^e acquired ad^ 
(Atkmal' mcdye) and his solicitude to be much increased, when^ 
a]g;reeabl]rtb a metaphor' of Our Lord httnsetf^ « the fields, idrt 
white to harvest.** 

Let not your bishop be understood, as holding otit more splbn*- 
did prospects on the present subject, than 6an be Warranted by e^ 
pefience. He has witnessed too many similar occasidns, to de- 
pend on fruits commensurate with what passes before the world. 
It has ha])pened* that much animal sendbility, after having deki«^ 
ded'in the shape of at^ent piety, has sunk into indifference^ and 
that much of &ulty passion, after sheltering itself under the cover 
of appai'ently religiotni ^eal, has stood confessed in its own odious 
colours before the world: and each of these cases har bteil a soil 
tery fruitful of su^^f qiiL^|it ii^^^ in ^oi^, <i{£ ^haiisaical osten* 
tation in others, and of unconquerable infidelity in not a few. 
These things prove the more forcibly the tirgent call foi^miinsters 
at/ once fidthftil and intelligent-— such as were in the contemplation 
of our Saviour, when he compared them to an ^ householder, who 
bringeth forth out of his treasures things new and old.*' 

Thett^ may be stated in few woads^ the course-oF conduet here 
thougifi proper to be pursued in such an exigency. It is, in re» 
gard to the beginnings of such sentittHMtys to dtstinguifll^ between 
ar sense o9 tdie (lyil of sifiM nature and praedce, uid the imagina- 
tfoo. set at week by feelings^ produced under tbe influence off syHi^ 
pathy and of miechanicai acticHi, on tlM nervous syAem; between 
eoifatCijite firaemes, dependent on the state oCthe bloodand of the 
InimourS) and ev>en of the ailiBosphere» and' rpU^ouiBr affeetmis 
lieraianteiitif] ctaracterisliG qf the renovtrtioir of the heart; and a 
sanctimonious but barren profession, and <' the IMtts of the spi« 
Af^ said to be ^ in all goodnesst and rigbteonluiess^ and truth." 

Tuai :f8U net eipect, my reverend bfethfren, that the subject 
•iMiuid te g^Be infio largelyt and k has beem adverted to, solely 
fMi the viesr of directiBg yonr aMention and my own to events 
passing before our eyes, and net to be left ui^mproved by us t# 
efae gleiy of Gkids and the salTadob of ou^ feUow-^en^ 
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In pijpportioD as we contemplate this field of labour, we ma/ 
deplore the case of every clergyxnan, who, from the want of an 
interest taken in the duties of his profession, is disqualified for use- 
fulness in the cases of mental embarrassment, which will occa- 
sionally be brought before him, and of every one, whose errors or 
whose ignorance may lay the foundation, in the minds of any, of a 
dangerous self-deception; or of an open turning back unto perdi- 
tion. 

I conclude with tendering my wishes and my prayers, that 
what has been referred to may be improved by us in such a man- 
ner, as may be recollected during our future ministry with saUs- 
fiiction, and as we may answer to the Great Shepherd and Bishop of 
souls. 

WILLIAM WHITE. 

CONFIRMATIONS IN 1814. 

In the city, - *• - - -137 

In Germantown, - - - - is 

155 

The Rev. James Milnor, from the Society for the Advance- 
ment of Christianity, presented to the members of the Convention 
copies of the last annual report of said society. 

On motion, resolved that a committee be appointed to exa- 
mine the last Journal, in order to bring before this Convention 
the business, if any, that remained unfimshed. 

The Rev. Mr. Milnor and Dr. Glentworth were appointed a 
committee to carry the above resolution into effect. 

The Rev. Dr. Abercrombie requested and obtained permis- 
sion to withdraw. 

The secretary reported, that, in obedience to a resolution of 
the last Convention, complete sets of the Journals, together with 
the three pastoral letters of the house of bishops, bound in the 
same volume, were ready for delivery to the cHurch-wardens of 
every congregation within the diocess. 

The Convention was informed, that « the corporation for the 
relief of the widows and children of clergymen in the communion 
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•of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the conunonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania/' had lately been 'revived) and was now ready to receive 
the contributions oi ihh clergy. 

Agreeably to the 45th Canon of the General Convention, ^e 
following parochial reports were read, and ordered to be inserted 
on the minutes: 

Refiort from the ParUh and Church qf St, Jameay the Greater^ 
Briatoly/rom Convention qflSl4 to Convention of ISl Sf by the 
Rev. Richard JD. Hallj rector. 



Baptisms, adults, 


■ 2^ 


children, 


58 Total 83 


Communicants deceased. 


- 1 


added, - 


22 Total 112 


Marriages, - - - 


6 


Burials, 


17 



Since the last report, there has been a gracious increase of 
vital piety in the parish. A religious concern is spreading more 
extensively; and the most pleasing hopes are entertained that, in 
this part of our episcopal Zion, << greater things will be seen than 
those which have already come to pass.'* 

Re/iort from St, John's Churchy JVorriatowny by the Rev, Jehu 
Curtis Clay, . 

Since the sitting of the last Convention, a large and elegant 
Church has been completed and consecrated at Norristown* In 
this place, where, for many years, the episcopal religion was at a 
low ebb, a bright prospect has opened upon the Church. From 
the facility with which the pews have been dbposed of, and from 
the growing attention paid to tjie duty of public worship, there 
is ground to believe that in this place, the Church has received a 
valuable acquisition. 

Refiort/rom the Congregation at Germantown, 

Communicants, - - - 15 

Jehu C. Clat, Minister. 
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ftgfiift (jfiXe "tTnfteit Chu^hea tif OMt C9Wfrt, *r. ^Pehf^ 
Churehjuhd it. Jmet's Ckurthf^PMadelfaaa. 

Marriages, -. - - - 41 

Bi^tismsy - .... . ,22i 

Burials, . • - - iSo 

Communicants, about . * • 335 

William Whit», fitctcr^ 

liefiort (if St, Jokn*s Churchy Txtrktown. 

Communicants, ^ - - 38 

Baptisms, • - - - ^ llJ 

Funerals, ,. . . - | 

Marriages, - • - - "B 

John Armstrong, Rector, 

^ Refiort qf TrMly and All Saints. 

Baptisms, - . ^ . 20 

.Funerals, - - - • - 10 , 

Marriages, - - f • 4 

Communicants, - . . « 55 

C Jambs Wiltbanx, Rector^ 

Return tf St. Mary^s Church. 

Baptisms, adults 1?, children 22, - 34 

'Marrisiges, «> . - - 111 

'Communicants, - * - 9.0 

Vunerals, about - - - - lo 

^Ke^i IhJ.LL,' Ar/OTt 

^tteiiotn/St}miHin*$ 'thi&^h^^im'cue^iroik. 

Communicants, about - - -. .20 

Baptisms, 4 children, 5 adults, • .9 

Burials, ... - 4 

Marriag^^ - - - -. - <0 

Jos^ipp TuBiTBR, Rector^ 
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^efiortqfSt.l^aUPa Chutihj PhUadelfihia. 

JBaptiams, - - - - jB7 

^MarriageSy - - - - 78 

CommunicantSy - - * ^15 

BttriaU) - - - - ,- ji* 



Baptisms, 


- . . - 51 


jCommunicantS) 


- 60 


Marriages, 


^0 


Burials, 


. 15 




Joseph Clarkson, Rector. 



The committee appointed to examine the. Xouvaal of the last 
Convention reported, that there was no imfimahed biuiness re- 
Qudning upon it. 

The treasureripresented a bill for statioDaty^feCyfor the use 
of the late General Convention held in this ci^, which iios order- 
ed to be paid out of the funds of the Convention. 

The delegate from St. .Martin's, Marcus 'Hook, stated to the 
Convention, that the Rev. Mr. Turner intended to 'relinquish in a 
very short time his pastoral care over that Chureh,and hoped that 
the congrejgktion'migfit occasionally be-favbur^d i?ith' tiftits from 
the clergy. 

The ^minutes iSf'iiie standing cominittee^aitd council of ad- 
vice wiete'retid by the' Secretary. 

Olt Amotion,' ddjbumdd to meet thi^ktetnoontitthreef o'clock. 

Met according to adjournment* 

^•Preawityof tfce d^gy:>W^bibhop; the Rev. Pre. Pilmore, 
Abercrombie, md Beasley; and the Rev. Messra. Slator Clay, 
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Turner, Wiltbank» Armstrong, Bull, Kemper, Hall, Jehu C. Clay, 
and Milnor. Of the laity: Messrs. Lardner, Neill, Dale, Mark- 
land, Smith, M^Euen, Kaler, Pauling;, Kerr, M<£!roy, Warren, 
Glentworth, Taylor, King, Richards^ Jones, and Shannon. 

On motion resolved, that hereafter the holy communion be 
administered at the opening of every annual Convention. 

The above resolution is adopted as the 30th regulation. 

On motion resolved, that the thanks of this Convention be 
preferred to the Rev. Dr. Beasley, for his impressive and instruc- 
tive discourse delivered before' them this morning. 

On motion .resolved, that in order to revive the deca3ring m^ 
terests of our Churches in the vicinity of Philadelphia, the bishop 
be requested to endeavour to obtain missionaries to supply the va- 
cant Churches, so that each of them shall have administered to 
them the word of salvation and the holy sacraments four times a 
year; and as much oftener as shall be practicable. 

Dr. Glentworth was re-appointed treasurer of the Conven- 
tion. 

The following persons were appointed deputies to the Gene- 
ral Convention: 

Clergy, Laity, 

Rev. Dr. Pilmore, ' Thomas M^Euen, esq. 

Rev. Dr. Abercrombie, Richard Dale, esq. 

Rev. Mr. Bull, John M<£lroy, esq. 

Rev. Mr. Kemper, Dr. Glentworth. 

The following persons were elected members of the standing 
committee and council of advicfe, until the next annual Convention: 

Clergy, Laity, 

Rev. Dr. Blackwell^ Henry Pratt, esq. - 

Rev. Dr. Pilmore, Dr. Glentworth, 

Rev. Mr. Turner, Richard Dale, esq. 

Rev. Mr. Wiltbank, Thomas M'Euen, esq. 

Rev. Mr. Kemper, John B. Wallace, esq. 

The convention adjourned to meet on the first Tuesday m 
May next, at five o'clock, P. M. in St. James's Church, Philadel- 
phia. 

JACKSON KEMPER, Secretury. 
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MEMBERS PRESENT. 



CLERGY: 

The Right Rev. WUHam Whitcj D. D. Bishop, and Rector of 

Chris-tChurch, St. Peter's, and St. James's, Phila- 
delphia. 
The Rev. Robert Blackwelly D. D., residhigin Philadelphia. 

Jamea MercrombiCy D. D. Senior Assistant Minister of 

Christ-Church, St. Peter's, and St. James's, Phila- 

delphia. 
Joaefih Pilmorej D. D. Rector of St, Paul's, Philadel- 

phia. 
Frederic Beaaley^ D. D. Provost of the University <rf 

Pennsylvania. 
JoBefih Turner y residing in Southwark, Philadelphia. 
SlatoT Clayy Rector of St. James's, Perkiomen; and St 

Peter's, Great Valley. 
Joaefih Clarkaofiy Rector of St. James's, Lancaster; St. 

John's, Pequea; and Bangor Church, Churchtown. 
James WUtbank^ residing in Philadelphia. 
Levi Bully Rector of St. Gabriel's, Berks county; and 

St. Mary's, Chester county. 
Jackson Kemfiery Assistant Minister of Christ-Church, 

St. Peter's, and St James's, Philadelphia. 
Richard D, Hally Rector of St. James's, Bristol. 
James Milnory Assistant Minister of Christ-Church, 

St Peter's, and St. James's, Philadelphia^ 
Jehu Curtis Clay^ Rector of St. John's, Norristown. 
George Boydj Rector of St John's^ Northern Liberties, 

Philadelpliia. 
George Sheetsy Deacon. 
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LAY DELEGATES. 



From St Peter's Church, Great Valley, 
Trinity Church, Oxford, 

Christ-Church, Philadelphia, 



St. Peter's, do. 

St. James's, do. 

St. Mary's, Chester county, 
Qt. Paul's, Philadelphia, 

St. Gabriel's, Berks county, 

St« James's, Bristol, 

St. John's, Norristown, 

St. John's, Concord, 
St. James's, Perkiomen, 

3t. John's, Northern Liberties, Phila. 



St. Paul's, Chester, 

All Saints, Lower Dublin, 



Col. Cromwell Pearce, 
Abraham Dufiield, 
Serick Fox, 
Lewis Neill, 
Henry Pratt, 
William Tilghman, 
William Meredith, 
Horace Binney, 
Thomas M'Euen, 
Richard Dale, 
John Read, jun. 
Matthias Kaler, 
Col. Thomas Bull, 
P, F. Glentworth, 
Walter Kerr, 
T. Palmer, 
Thomas P. May, 
Jonathan Jones, 
John M*Elroy, 
Joseph King, 
Francis Swaine, 
Daniel St. Clair, 
John Peirce, 
Samuel Bard, 
John Shannon, jun. 
Edward D, Corfield, 
Turner Camac, 
Charles Wheeler, 
George B, Lownes, 
George Breck. 



The following clergymen belonging to the Convention were 
absent: the Rev. William Ayres; the Rev. John Campbell; the 
Rev. Robert Ayres; the Rev. Francis Reno; the Rev. Caleb Hop- 
kins, the Rev. John Taylor; the Rev. John Armstropgj s^nd the 
Rev. Samuel Phinney. 
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JOURNAL, &c. 



MAY nil, 1815. 

This being- the day appointed by the Constitution for the 
meeting of the Convention, and several clerical and lay members 
being assembled in St. James's Church, at 5 o'clock in the after- 
noon, the bishop took the chair, and the Convention was organi- 
zed. 

The Rev. Jackson Kemper was chosen secretary. 

According to the 15th regulation, the list of the clergy en- 
titled to seats in this Convention was called over, when it appeared 
that the following were present: the Right Rev. Bishop White, 
D. D.; the Rev. Robert Blackwell, D. D.; the Rev. James Aber- 
crombie, D. D.; the Rev. Frederic Beasley, D. D.; the Rev. Jo- 
seph Turner; the Rev. Joseph Clarkson; the Rev. James Wilt- 
bank; the Rev. Levi Bull; the Rev. Jackson Kemper; the Rev. 
Richard D. Hall; the Rev. James Milnor, and the Rev. Jehu Cur- 
tis Clay. 

The following lay delegates presented testimonials of their 
appointment, and were admitted to seats: Col. Cromwell Pearce 
from St. Peter's Church in the Great Valley; Mr. Abraham Duf- 
field and Mr. Sereck Fox from Trinity Church, Oxford; Lewis 
I<^eill and Hepry Pratt from Christ-Church, Philadelphia; Wil- 
liam Meredith and Horace Binney from St. Peter's Church, Phila^ 
djelphia; Thomas M^Euen, Richard Dale, and John Read, jun. 
from St. James's Church, Philadelphia; Matthias Kaler, esq. and 
col. Thomas Bull from St. Mary's Church, Chester county; Dr. 
Qlentworth, Mr. Kerr, and Mr. T. Palmer from St. Paul's Church, 
Philadelphia; Thomas P. May and Jonathan Jones from St. Ga- 
briel's Church, Berks county; John M'Elroyfrom St. James's 
Church, Bristol; Francis Swaine and Daniel St. Clair from St. 
John's Church Norristown; John Peirce from St. John's Church, 
(Qoncord; and Samuel Bard from St. James's Church, Perkiomeia. 



The following certificate was presented and read; after which^ 
on motion, resolved, That St. John's Church, in the township of 
the Northern Liberties, in the county of Philadelphia, be received 
intn rnnnevinn with the Churches of thi's Convention. 
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Wednesday mornings Bth of May ^ 1816. 10 o'clock^ A. M, 

Divine service was celebrated by the Rev. Mr. Wickes 
of Delaware, and a sermon was preached by the Rev. Slator Clay. 
After which, Mr. George Sheets was admitted to the holy order 
of deacons, and the communion administered to the clerical and 
lay members of the Convention. 

I^ublic worship being over, the business of the Convention 
was commenced. 

The Rev. Dr. Pilmore and the Rev. Mr. Slator Clay who 
were absent yesterday, appeared and took their seats. The bishop 
stated that the Rev. George Boyd was now residing in the diocess, 
both be and the Rev. Mr. Sheets, who had just been ordained, 
likewise took their seats. 

George B. Lownes from St. Paul's Church, Chester;, John 
Shannon, jun. from St. James's Church, Perkiomen; George Breck 
from All Saints', Lower Dublin; and the hon. chief justice Tilgh- 
man from Christ Church, Philadelphia, presented testimonials of 
their i^pointment as lay delegates, and were admitted to seats. 

Agreeably to the 45th canon of the General Convention, the 
bishop delivered the following address: 

My brethren, the clergy and the lay deputies of this Con- 
vention; 

Agreeably to the 45th canon of the General Convention, I 
embrace the opportunity of making known to you the following 
occurrences in the Church of this diocess, since the last annual 
time of your being assembled. 

On the 22d of October, I held a confirmation and preached 
twice in St. John's Church, Norristown. Having occasidn to vi- 
sit that Church again, although for a different purpose, to be here- 
after noticed, I held a confirmation therein and preached. 

On the 28th of last month, I held a confirmation and preach- 
ed twice in St. James's Church, Bristol. 

On the 27th of August, I ordained to the holy office of priests^ 
the Rev. James Milnor of this city. On the 25th of February, I 
ordained to the holy office of deacons, Samuel Phinney of Luzerne 
county m this state. On the 3 1st day of March, I ordained to the 
hply ofiice of priests, the Rev. Jehu Curtis Clay, in his own Church 
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at Norristown; and on the 7th of April, I ordained to the same holy 
office, the Rev. George Boyd of this state, formerly of the dio- 
cess of New York, wherein he had been ordained a deacon. 

The Rev. James Wiltbank has recently resigned his charge 
of Trinity Church, Oxford, and All Saints' Church, Pequeston: 
and the Rev. George Boyd has accepted the charge of a congre- 
gation lately formed in the Northern Liberties of this city, for 
whose use tliere has been erected a building to be called St. John's 
Church, but not yet consecrated or finished. 

It cannot be uninterosting to the Church in any state, that on 
the 12th of November, there was consecrated to the office of bi- 
shop for the diocess of New Jersey, the Rev. John Croes of New- 
Brunswick in that state. Although there is thus an accession to 
the episopal body, it has sustained the loss of two of its members- 
bishop Provoost and bishop Moore of New York. While the de- 
cease of the tbrmer excites in the mind of your bishop sensibili- 
ties suited to the remembrance of their past associatiom in the bu- 
siness of obtaining the episcopacy from the mother Church, he is 
aware, that it ought to remind him of his advance to the end of all 
temporal cares and labours. 

The names of candidates, recorded within the year on the 
minutes of the standing committee, are Jacob Morgan Douglas, 
William Augustus Muhlenberg, Charles Dupuy, Richard Mason, 
Thomas P. May, Joseph R. Walker, and Thomas Breintnall. 

In the course of the last summer, the Rev. Dr. Hutchina left 
this state; perhaps to reside, during the remainder of his life, in 
his native island of Barbadoes. Although he possessed no paro- 
chial charge among us, for some years past, yet, his having been 
a member of this body, renders it proper that there should be 
here noticed his withdrawing from it. This is done, with feelings 
excited by the remembrance of an association in studies, at a very 
early period of our lives; and of an uninterrupted series of mutual 
esteem, during the long tract of time which has intervened. 

It is painful to inform this assembly, that owing to disap- 
pointments in sundry instances of reasonable expectation of suc- 
cess, the Society for the Advancement of Christianity did not send 
any clergyman on a missionary tour, as in each of the three pre- 
ceding years. They have, however, applied a considerable pro- 
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fiortion oiF their income tp the printing end thp. distributing of 
Tracts. In the doing of this, the necessities of our distant breth'- 
ren have been especially attended to. And there haying been pr*s 
dained the Rev. Samuel Phinney, as already noticed^ his., place of; 
residence pointed him out as a proper person for the gathering of 
congregations, however small, within a convenient district* Under, 
the expectation of his being useful in this Une, the society have 
granted to him a moderate salary' for pne year. ^ 

It will not be inconsistent with regard to the expected utility t 
of the society already noticed, to recomniend the promoting, of the 
object of another sbciety, with its auxiliary societies apd. associa*-,. 
tions instituted for the gratuitous distribution of the Bible* . This 
being a line of exertion, in which there may be the concurrence 
oif different religious communions, without the surrender of any , 
ot tlieir respective tenets; it has seemed to me, that besides the . 
immense benefit professedly in contemplation^ th^re is opened a. 
fiivourable opportunity of promoting Christian benevolence undec 
different forms of profession. There is the greater satis&ction. in 
this prospect, on account of the opinion by me uniformly enter- 
tained, professed, and acted on, that in the public exercises of 
prayef ^nd preaching^ it is essential not only to the integrity of 
our^ystem, but to the preservation of peace and to the cultivating 
of liberality of sentiment, to maintain a severance between our 
Church auid those who differ from us in doctrine, or in modes of 
worship, or in discipline. On this ground, and on this only, we- 
shall avoid the evils which result from conflicting passions and 
opinions. 

There may be use in repeating the Informatiott given in the 
address of the last year, of the revival of the fund for the support 
of the widows and the children of deceased clergymen. Expe- 
rience of past benefit justifies a strt>ng recommendation to the 
younger clergy in particular, to avail themselves of this allevia- 
tion of possible distress in future. If the provision is small in it- 
self, it is not so in comparison with the consideration to be paid for 
it: and it has the reconimendation of being a fiiir purchase, to 
which the claimants will have become entitled by their economy. 

. At the last general Convention, it was « referred to the bi- ' 
shops^ and, in those diocesses in which there are no bishops, to the 
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standing committees therein, to inquire in the refspective diocessea 
or states, and to consider for themselves, concerning the expe^ 
diency of establishing a theological seminaiy, to be conducted un- 
der the general authority of this Church; and to report to the next 
General Convention." 

The above reference is T\ovt brought into view, in order to 
draw to it the attention of the clergy and others of this diocess. It 
is believed, to have been in a degree an object in some of the 
diocesses, especially those, wherein a concentration of clergymen 
has enabled them to combine their efforts for the preparing of 
young men for the ministi^. But whether separate associations 
of this sort shall be encouraged to provide themselves with funds 
for the endowing of schools under their ecclesiastical authorities 
respectively, or there should rather be efforts made for the ob- 
taining of an aggregate fund for a seminary in some central spot, 
will probably be a matter of serious consideration at the next Ge- 
neral Convention: at which those who may attend from this diocess, 
should be prepared to express the sentiments of their constitu- 
ents. 

It \^ill not be improper to mention- to this Convention, as to- 
the last, the agreeable subject of an increased attention to reli- 
gious inquiries and religious exercises throughout the union. Mj 
reyerend brethren will not think it an unsuitable topic from which . 
to argue, both to them and to myself, that while it is an encou- 
ragement of our zeal and of our endeavours, it will render more 
visible and more inexcusable the indifference of any of us^to the 
holy cause, to which we have pledged our talents and our time: 
and especially, any thing in life and conversation, which may brings 
dishonour on it. 

WILLIAM WHITE. 

CONFIRMATIONS IN 1815. 

In the city, - - - - - 171 

In St. John's Church, Norristown, - - 16 

The Journal of the Convention of last year was read. 

On motion resolved, that Dr. Beasley, Dr. Glentworth, ancf 
the Rev. Mr. Turner be a committee to examine the Journal of 
last year, and report the unfinished busmess, if any. 
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On motion of the Rev. Mr. Milnor, the thanks of the Con- 
vention were presented to the Rev. Mr. S. Clay for his impressive 
and instrucive sermon of this morning. 

Agreeably to the 45th Canon of the General Convention, the 
following parochial reports were read, and ordered to be inserted 
on the minutes: 

Refiort (^ the United Churches of Christ Churchy St. Peter's 
Churchy and St. James's Churchy Philadelphia, 

Baptisms, - - - - 183 

Funerals, - - - - lis 

Marriages, - - - .67 

Communicants, a3bo\xt - - - 400 

William Write, Hector. 

The annual account of the parish of St. Paul's in Philadelphia, 

BapUsma, . . ^ . io3 

Communicants, about - 220 

Marriagesy - -. . -68 

Funerals^ . - . . 53 

Taken from the registers of the Church, 

Joseph PilMore. 

Prom Trinity and ^11 Saints Churches. 

. Baptisms, *• - « - 30 

Marriages, . .r . . 5 

Funerals, .... f 

Communicants, - - - - 55 

J. WiLTBANK, late Rector. 

. Report from St. John's Churchy Mrristowh^ 

Baptisms, adults, « - .. y 

infants, - . ^ - 34 

Communicants, - . 1 n 

Marriages, . ^ . . 2 

Burials, - . * 7 

Jehu Cvbtis Clat, Rector, 
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Hefiort from St, Jamei'a Churchy Lancaster; St. John's^ Ptquea; 
and Bangor Churchy Churchtown, 



Baptisms, adultly 

chiiclren, 
Communicants^ about 
Marriages, 
Burials, 


13 
• 90 

60 
- 33 

20 




JosBFu Clarkson, Rector, 



Reftort from the Pariah and Church of St. Jamea^ the Greatery 
Briatol^from Convention qfXiXS to \%\6y by the Rev. Richard 
D. Hallj rector. 



Baptisms, adults. 


- 16 


children, 


17 Total 33 


Communicants, deceased. 


- 2 


• added, . 


28 Total 140 


Marriages, - • • 


. li' ■■' 


Burials, 


19 



The rector is happy to inform the Convention, that the con- 
dition o£'tiii!l Church is improving still — ^that the interest taken in 
the concerns of religion increases in a gradual and steady step, 
warranting the most pleasing hope that vitaf godliness will pre- 
vail more generally than -it has hitherto done.-— Since ^le^'last re- 
port, eight families have been added to the congregation^ ' 

Reftort from St, Gabriel' a Churchy Amity townahifiy Berks county. 
>' Rev, Levi Bully rector. 

Communicants, - - * 139 

Marriages, - * - - ^ 

baptisms, adults, - - - 28 

infants, - • - - sr 

Burials, ... - 5 

Taken from the register, by Nicholas Joves, Clerk] 
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Meport/rowk St. Mary'* CAureA, Clutter cotmtv- 



Baptisms, 


7 


Marriages, 


. 25 


Communicahts, 


95 


Funerals — ^no return. 






L^vi BvLLf Rector, 



Parish of St. John*9 Church in 'the Mirthem Liberties. George 
Boydj rector. 

Communicants, ... 25 

Baptisms, adults^ - - ' % 

children, -> - - 10 

Maniagea, ----- 5. 

Funerals, .... Z\ 

Return frqm St, Thonfqa*8*^ Abaalov^Jpnfs^ r^ct^Tp 

Baptisms, - - - - 38 

Burials^ - - - - - 2^1. 

Marriages, . ' . * . - 4/^ 

Communicanits, - - - - 103; 

Tbe committee appoipfed, tp ef^xsi^^ the JpuroM of tlve last 
CoiiTention report^^, that ther^.appeiire^ to be no^un^shed bu^ 
siness, but suggested that inqu|ri,es s)iOttl4 be miade f*elatiye to 
the manner ii^ which the re8p|^tion abput; supp|;jfij^the- vacant 
Churches had^b^^iji complied vjitl^f 

The bishop stated in general te^s^ tha^t thf Tacaf^t c<M)gre«> 
g^tiqns h^d b^|6Q ai^pj^d so &r as it h^ beei) pni^q^ble. 

On motioix of tiie.9<?y. Dr. B^^^f,,re^y/^d};tli^t a commit- 
tee be a^poifited .by; this Cpnyeiitio^ of wl^ch ^^e bi^l^op ex-qfl^cio^ 
shall h^ pre9ident^ to take iQt;o cQju&i^eratico tb^ subjj^t alluded 
to by thp bi9hpp,.in his a^Qual reppr^ of founding a th^logJM:«4 ^'' 
mlnary in this s^te^^ 

Rp;»olved, U)^l;,it shi^l be th^ business .of this committee,, 
which shall consist of five members of the episcopal Church, 
three clerg7m9Qaii4 twofeyin^tqasceit^ whether there be 
any monif > which, at this tiyae miyr be appropriated to this pur- 
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^ pose, to devise tlie best mode of raising the funds necessary lo 
cany this measure into effect, to propose a plan upon which the 
abovementioned seminary can be instituted, and to make report of 
the same to this Conventien at their next sitting. 

The Rev. Dr. Beasley, the Rev. Dr. Blackwcll, the Rev. Mr. 
Milnor, chief justice William Tilghman, and William Meredith, 
esq* were appointed to carry the above resolutions into effect. 

Adjourned to meet in the afternoon at five o'clock, P. M. 

5 o'clock^ P, M. 

The Convention met. 

Joseph King, a delegate from St. James's, Bristol, appeared 
and took his seat. 

The minutes of the standing committee were read by the 
i secretary. . 

\ The treasurer made his reports. 

On motion of William Meredith, esq. the following declara-* 
tion was unanimously adopted. 

Whereas the bequest of the late Andrew Doz, esquire, to thp 
bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church and his successors, is, 
by the terms thereof given to such bishop, " who shall have the 
city of Philadelphia within his diocess,"-— and 

Whereas, in pursuance of certain resolutions adopted hj the 
Convention on the 26th May, 1806, and confirmed by the Conven- 
tion of 1814, a considerable sum of money has been contributed 
by the members of the Churches of this state, eastward of the Al- 
leghany mountains, << for completing the fund of which he had 
so liberally laid the foundation;** 

And whereas it was intended, and is implied by the said re- 
solutions, although not so expressed, that the money so raised, and 
to be raised, shall, when in the opinion of a future Convention it 
sliall be thought expedient, be applied to the same purpose which 
was contemplated by the donor of the foundation of the fund, of 
which it forms a part, — and it is expedient to prevent any misap- 
prehension which a change of circumstances might give rise to on 
I this subject; 

It is therefore hereby declared, that the sums of money here- 
\ tefore raised, and all such as shall hereafter be raised^ by virtue 
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and ih pursuance of the resolutions beforementioned, shall be ex- 
clusively appropriated to the bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church ami his successors, «' who shall have the city of Phila- 
delphia within his diocess." [ , 

On motion resolved, that a description of the ground-rents, 
8ceF. belonging to « the legacy of Andrew Doz, esq. to the bishop 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, who shall have the city of 
Philadelphia within his diocess," be inserted on the journal of this 
Convention, from the minutes of the standing committee. 

The description is as follows: 

1. A rent charge of one hundred and forty-four dollars per 
annum, payable half yearly on the first days of August and Feb- 
ruary, upon a lot marked in the general plan of city lots, 1994, 
situated at the south side of High or Market street, at the distance 
of 240 feet from the east side of Thirteenth-street from the river 
Delaware, containing in breadth, east and west, on said High 
or Market-street 24 feet, and in length or depth 180 feet;— being 
the same lot of ground which the supreme executive council of 
the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, by patent 5th January, 1 787> 
granted to John Guier in fee simple, who conveyed it to Natha- 
niel Norgrave on the first day of August, 1807, subject to the 
payment of the above said rent. 

On the 24th day of July, 1809, John Guier and wife convey- 
ed the said rent to the trustees. 

2. A rent charge of twenty-four dollars per annum, payable 
half yearly, on the first days of May and November, upon a lot of 
ground situated on the north side of Federal-street, and on the 
south side of Prime-street, between Front and Second-streets in 
tlie district of Southwark, containing in breadth on Federal-street 
1 8 feet, and on Prime-street abou'c 1 8 feet 3 inches; and in length 
on the west side thereof about 1 18 feet 10 inches, and on the east 
side thereof about 1 14 feet 9 inches, granted by William Allen and 
John Allen to Joseph De Bender, by deed dated the first day of 
May, 1804, reserving the above rent, which rent was conveyed by 
Messrs. Allen to John H. Brinton, esq. and others, by deed dated 
33d December, 1808, and by John H. Brinton and others to the 
trustees, on the 10th day of February, 1812. 
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S. A bond givfchby the fete Rev. Dr. Samuel Maga^fotfivfc 
htilidred pounddy secufed by a mortgage of 1 8 acres of land, Atak- 
ted in Pe<iA towtasbip in the west Notthem Liberties. The aboTc 
bond is assigned by the trustees of the late Andrew Doz's estate 
to the trustees appointed by the standing committee. 

On motibn resolved, that the standing committe be authori- 
sed to supply any vacancy that ^ may occur in their body. NThe 
members of the same order iil which the vacancy occurs, shall 
. supply tb6 place. 

The following persons were appointed deputies to the Gene- 
ral CotrreiitiiMi: 

Clergy. 
Rev. Dr. Abercrombie, 
Rev. Dr. Beasley, 
Rev. Afr. Milnor, 
Rev. Mr. Keniperi 



Laiti/. 
Thomas M'Euen, esq. 
Dr. P. F. felentworth. 
Horace Binney, esq. 
Levi Pauling, esq. 



The following persons^ Were elected members of the standing 
coimtnittee and' council of advicie: 



Clergy. 
Rev. Dr. Abci'crohibie, 
Rev. Dr. Beasley, 
Rev. Mr. Turner, 
Rev. Mr. Milnor, 
Rev. Mr. iLemper, 



LaUy. 
Dr. P. F. Glentworth, 
Richard Dale, esq. 
Williani Meredith, esq. 
Thomas M'Euen, esq. 
John B. Wallace, esq. 



The Convention adjourned to meet on the first Txxes^j in 
May next, at five-o'clock, P. M. in St. James's Church, Philadel- 
phia. 

JACKSON KEMPER, Secrtftary, 
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LIST OF CLETIGY, ^c. 

Rt Rev. William White, D I). 

Rev. Joseph Pilmore^ D. d. Rector of St. Paul's Church, Philai^ i 
delphia. 

James Abercroinbie, D. D. Assistant Minister in Christ 
Church, St Peter's and St. James's, Philadelphia^ ' 

Frederick Beasley, D. D. Provost of the Univeraitj of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Joseph Turner, residing in Philtidelphia. 

Joseph Clarksoa, Rector of St. James's, Lancaster; St« 

., John's, Pequea; and Bangor Church, Churchtown. 

James Wiltbank, Master of the Grammar School in the Unir 
versity of Pennsvlvania. 

Jackson Kemper, Assistant Minister of Christ Church, S(. 
Peter's and 8t James's, Philadelphia 

Richard D. Hall, Rector of S . Hmes'stheGreate^T* Bristol. 

Samuel Phinney, residing at Wilkes-Barre. 

George Sheets, Rector of Trinity Church, Oxford, and All 
Saints, Lower Dublin 

A. Carter, Rector of Trinity Church, Pittsburgh. 

Jacob M. Douglass, Rector of St. Paul's Church, Chester^ 
bt. Martin's, Marcus Hook; and St. John's, Concord. 

Thomas P. May, Rector of St. John's Church, Nbrristowo. 

Samuel H. Turner, at present having charge of the Theolo* 
gical Students, Philadelphia. 

Charles M. Dupuy, Rector of St Luke's Church, German- 
town. 

\(^m. A. Muhlenburgh, Assistant toRt. Rev. Bishop White| - 
Philadelphia. 

George Boyd, Rector of St. John's Church, Northern Liber- 
ties. 

UTie following Clergymen were absent during the sitting of thk 
Convention, 
Rev. Dr. Blackwell, Rev. Mr. Campbell, Rev. Siator Clay, 
tlev. Robert Ayres, Rev. Mr. Reno, Rev. Mr. Taylor^ Rev« 
Siimael Phinney^ and Rev. Caleb Hopkins. 
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A LIST OF LAY DELEGATES WHO ATTENDED TH^ 
CONVENTION. 

From St. Peter's Chvirch, Chester County, Walter Kerr, 

Abraham Philips. 
From St. David's Chareh, Radnonr, jPhilip Sheaff, 

John Brooke. 
From St. John's Church, Norristown, Bird Wilson, 

Matthias Hoistein, 
Levi Pawlii^. 
From Christ Church, Philadelphia, Henry Pratt. 

From St. Peter's Church, Philadelphia, Daniel Smith, 

William Meredith^ 
John B. Wallace. 
From St. James's Chiftrch, Philadelphia, Thomas M^Euen, 

Richard Dale. 
From St. Mary's Church, Chester County, Thomas Bull. 
From St. John's Church, Concord, Henry Myers, 

Isaac Armant. 
From St. John's Church, Northern Lib^rtiei, Turner Carmac^ 

Edward D.Corfield^ 
Charles Wheeler. 
From St. Martin's Church, Marcus Hook^ 2achariah Derrick, 

David Marshall, juo. 
Thomas Ryei^on. 
From St. Paul's Church, Philadelphia^ Richard North, 

John Mathews, 
P. F. Glentworth. 
From St. Paul's Church, Chester, George B. Lownes,^ 

Pierce Crosby^ 
From St. Gabriel's Church, Berks County, Eli Trago. 
From St. Thomas's Church, Whitemarsh, John Burk, 

George Haagfe. 
From St. John's Church, York, Samuel Bacon. 

From Trinity Church, Pittsburgh, Henry Baldwin. 

From St. James's the Greater, Bristol, John M<Elroy, 

James Wright^ 
Jacob Hibbs. 
From Trinity Church, Oiford, John Green, 

. Serrick Fox. 

From All Saints' Church, Lower Dublin, Joseph Asbton^ 

George Breck. 
From St Luke's Churchy Germantowu; James Stokes, 

Thomas Armatt.\ 
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MAY 5th, 1819. 5 o'clock, P. M. 

1*1118 ifiBing the time appointed by the Constitution of i\^i 
tVotestant Episcopal Church in the State of Pennsylvania for 
the meeting of the Annual Convention, the Kt. Rev. Bishop 
White, and several of the Clerical and Lay Members attended 
in St. James's Church, In the city of Philadelphia. 

The Convisntion proteeded to the election Of a Secretary^ 
when the Rev. George Boyd was chosen. 

In compliance with the 15th of the standing regulations, the 
list of Clergy entitled to seatd in this Convention was called 
over. The following persons having answered to their namesj' 
took their seats: Rt. Rev. Bishop White, D. D. Rev. James Aber- 
crombie D. D. Rev. Joseph Pilraore, D. D. Rev. Frederick Beas- 
ley, D. D. Rev. Joseph Clarkson, Rev. James Wiltbank, Rev. 
Jackson Kemper, Rev Richard D. Hall, Rev. A. Carter, Rev; 
Jacob Morgan Douglass, Rev. Thomas P. May, Rev. Charles M; 
Dupuy, and Rev. George Boyd. 

The following Lay Delegates presented testimonials of their 
appointment, and were admitted to seaits: Walter Kerr, froid 
St. Peter's Church, Chester County; Philip Sheaff and John ' 
Brooke, St. David's Church, Radnor; Bird Wilson, Matthias 
Holstein and Levi Pawling, from St. John's Church, Norris* 
town; William Meredith, Str Peter's Church, Philadelphia^ 
Thomas M*£uen and Richtird Dale, St. James's Church, Phila- 
delphia; Henry Myers and Isaac Armant, St. John's Church, 
Concord; Turner Camac and Edward D. Corfield, St. John's 
Church, Northern Liberties; David Marshall, jun. St. Martin's 
Church, Marcus Hook; John Mathews, P. F. Glentworth, St. 
Paul's Church. Philadelphia; Pierce Crosby, St. Paul's Churchy 
Chester; Eli Trago, St. Gabriel's Church, Berks County; George 
Haage, St. Thomas's Churchy Whitemarsh. 
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do motion^ SUtintvid iThat the regulations of bonvention 
adopted at several preceding meetings, be read for the infor- 
mation of the members present. f 

ConventiMi adjouriied to ineet igain at IQ o^flock tp ihorrow 
morning. 

WednesAatf mornings 10 o^clock. 

Divine Service v^as performed by the Rev. A. Tarter, and a 
Sermoir preached by the Rev Jackson Kemper: when Albert 
A. Muller, Jacob Morgan Douglass, and Charles M- Dupuj, 
were admitted to the Holy Order of Priests — and Henry R. 
Judah, Samuel C. Brinkle. and Manning B. Roche, were admit- 
ted to the Holy Order of Deacons. 

After Divine Worship the following ^'^i^ic^^ itlembers who . 
were absent yesterday, appeared and took their seats: The Rev. 
Joseph Turner, Rev. George Sheets, Rev. Samuel H. Turner, 
Rev. William A. Muhlenburgh. 

The Rev. AJber^ A. Muller, (from the state of South Carolina, 
and the Rev. Levi Bull from the state of Delaware, were invitea 
to attend the sittings of this Convention. 

The Rev. Ilenry R. Judah the Rev. Samuel C. Brinkle, and 
the Rev. Manning B. Roche, who had been ordained this morn* 
log appeared and took their seats. 

The following Lay Delegates presented testimonials of theii- 
appointment and took their seats: Samuel Bacon, St John's 
Church Yorkj Henry Baldwin, Trinity Church, Pittsburgh; 
John M^Elroy, James Wright and Jacob Hibbs, St. James's the 
Greater, Bristol; John Green and derrick Fox, Trinity Church, 
Oxford; Joseph Ashton and George Breck, All Saints' Church, 
Lower Dublin; James Stokes and Thomas Armat* St. Luke% 
Church, Germantown. 

On motion, Resulved^ That the Candidates for the Ministry in 
this biocess, be permitted to attend the meetings of this Coa- 
vention. 

Agreeably to the 45th Canon of the General Conventien^ the 
Bisbop delivered the fallowing Address-^ 
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My Bi*ethren^ the CUripy and Lay Deputies of tkis Convention^ 

Od the 20th day of last September, I ordained to the holy office « 
of Priests, the Rev. George Sheets; on the Slst day of Septem- 
ber I ordained to the holy office of Deacons, Richard Sharpe 
Mason and Williao\ Augustas Muhlenburgh, all of this state--* 
and it ought to appear on year Minutes, that "I have this day 
ordained in your presence Albert A. MuUer, of South Carolina* 
Jacob M. Douglass, and Charles M. Dupuy, of this state, to the 
holy order of Priesthood: and Hepry ^. Judah, Samuel C. Brii^- 
kle« and Mapning B. Roche to the holy order of Deacons. 

There have been recorded as candidfites for holy orders. Bird 
lA^iUon, late Judge of the First D'^trict of this state, John S^ 
Newbold, Samuel Bacon William Armstrong, James Pilmore, 
Joseph Spencer, and George Jones. 

The Rev. Levi Pull has removed to the ^tate pf Delaware, and 
the Rev. John Armstrong to tbf^ stfite of Marylaqd. The Rev. 
James Mpptgomery, after residing for sopie months in Trenton, 
has been elected to a highly respectable Rectory in the city pf 
ISew York. The Rev. Joseph Walker, who was ordained during 
the last Convention, has accepted a Parish in the state of Mary- 
land. The Rev. Samuel Hulbert Turner, who hs^s resigned the 
same charge, resides in this ^ity. 

The Rey. Thpmas P* May, ha^ been settled ^s Ifector of St. 
John's Church) Norristown. The Rev. Jacob M. Douglass has 
been settled as Rector of St Paul's Church. Chester; St. Mar- 
tin's, Marcus flook; and ^t. John's, Concord. And the Rev. 
' William Augustus Muhle^burgh has been received as a temporary 
Assistant in Christ Church, St. Peter's, and St. James's, in this 
city The Rev. Charles M. Dupuy has received a ministerial 
settlement with. a newly organized congregation in Germantown. 
The Rev Richard S. Ma9on, who was ordained a Deacon during 
the last Convention, has repaired to Newbern, on an invitation 
from the Vestry of the Church in that place, with the prospect 
of settlement; but not having heard of its beipg finally agreed 
99, 1 defer the recording of his removal. 

Ther^ \^sls departed this life the Rev. Absalom Jones, late 
Rector of the African Church Qf St. Thomas, in tjiis city; and I 
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do not record the events without t tender recoUetction of his 
imminent virtues, and of his pastoraf fidelity. 

On the 26tb of Inarch, I consecrated St. Thomas's Churchy 
liVhiteroarshy which has beep built to replace one of the first 
Churches in the former Province) but lately gone to decay.— 
4nd on the dOth of the sai||ie month^ I li^id the corner-stone of n 
Church in Germantown, the building qf Vfhich is now progressing. 
Besides administering the Ordinance of Confirmation at sundry 
times within the city, and once in St. John's Church in the 
Northern Liberties, I confirmed on the 19th of October, in St 
Martin's Church, Marcus Hook; and en the 19th of last month 
in AH Sain^' Churchy Lower Dublin* The number confirmed 
are 268. 

It is with great ^rief that I notice the decease of my Rt. Rev. 
Brother, Bishop Dehon, of South Carolina The eminent talents 
^nd the amiable character of this Bishop, in connexion with his 
early stage of life, had induced in my mind the expectation| 
that he would continue to be nseful to the Church, when the 
fninistry of his older brethren shall be at an end- ^^t such is the 
uncertainty of the issue of all hum;an hopes! 

The Society for the Advancement of Christianity in Pennsyl- 
vania, during the last year, have aided in providing for Divine 
Worship in sundry destitute Churches, not remote from the 
city; and have been at temporary expense for the same purpose 
in some of the counties on the waters of the Susquehanna, and 
in others beyond the Alleghany mountains. But they were not 
able to obtain ^ Missionary, who should be wholly and for a 
length of time so employed. 

The Missionary Society, instititted for operation beyond tlie 
limits of the state, have been at the expense of the removal and 
the temporary support of a Clergyman from Connecticut to the 
state of Ohio; and are happy to find, that he has been there 
successfully employed in organizing congregations. They also 
contributed to the removal of another clergyman from the former 
state to the latter — having reason to entertain sanguine expec- 
tations of his usefulness; which, as yet, there has not been time 
to realize. Another effort of the same Society, has been tltetr 
bearing of the expense of a very respectable clergyman of New 
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Jersejr, who took a journey into the state of Ohio, with the vitm 
of giving beginning to the Church in that state, and has contrU - 
buted considerably to that good end. 

There ought not to be lost the opportunity of suggesting to th« 
members of this Convention, the propriety of intimating in their 
irespective neighbourhoods, the duty of contributing to the carry- 
ing on of the efforts of the two Institutions which have beea 
mentioned. The former of these i^ the only possible source of 
supply of ministerial services, to very small congregations and 
to scattered settlements of the members of our Communion 
throughout the state.. The energies of the latter are loudly 
oalled for from the western states, in some such addresses aa 
that of the roan of Macedonia to St. Paul—** Come and help us.'' 
The call was deeply felt by the last General Convention; on 
which measures were adopted for the organizing of the Church 
IB the western states, and for the extending to ^hem of the 
Episcopacy. For the accoiAplishirg of these objects, it is neces- 
aa^ to procure the missionary Ubours of some clergymen and 
to\ organize congregations by their exertions. In doing thisy it 
is to be expected that the zeal of the Church in Pennsylvania 
will be prominent, on acbbtint of ' ur contiguity to the regions 
in which there is the gi*ieatest prospect of success. 

There id another species of charitable Institutions, which I beg 
leave to recommend on this occasion. It is that of the gratuitous 
instruction of the children of the poor in Sunday Schools. In 
the country in which those Schools were begun, they have been 
found the happiest expedients yet devised, for the clearing of 
the streams of corruption at their sources. The records of their 
effect on the moral state of extensive districts rest on evidence 
not to be resisted. It is a fact of general notoriety, that over the 
Whole face of our country, there krt temptations to juvenile 
licentiousness, peculiarly operative on the first day of the week, 
and tending to make its returning rest a cause of corruption, 
instead of its being as was 'designed, and as the experience of 
ages has proved it fitted to be, tiie best preservative of morals 
and of decency. The evil is known and feU; and the Providence 
i^f God points to the remedy of it, in the bleCuig w hioh has be en 
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bestowed on the etpedient recommended. But it !» my c«. .. 
recommendation, that \vha%ever efforts may be put forth bj my 
reverend brethren, for the extending of this species of beneficeni 
Institution, the instiliction of them embrace the principles of 
Christian faith and worship, as maintained in this Church, and 
be. u rider the control of its Ministry. There is an apparent 
liberality in the contrary scheme; but it is never consistently 
acted on, so far as my knowledge extends. If it should be acted 
on, there must be a surrendry of Christian verity. 

Within the last few months, there has been instituted a So- 
ciety, under the name of <<The Common Prayer Book Society 
6( Pennsylvania.' The object of it i to furnish Prayer Bookd 
for sal^ at the cheapest rates, and to distribute them to the poor, 
80 far as the funds may enable. The Managers have purchased 
a set of Stereotype Plates for the book, of the octavo size. Tht 
first edition has been struck off; and is placed on proportionably 
as good terms as the duodecimo edition of New York, heretofore 
obtained, from time to time, by the Society for the Advancement 
of Christianity; who are to be relieved by the Society nov^ 
named, frdiA this branch of thei^r exp'enditure. It ought to Cb 
Icnown, thai there is a gain, rather than a loss, attached to a 
membership of this Society; the subscriber being entitled to re- 
ceive books to the aihount ef his subscription, at about half of 
the price at which books of the same sizes are usually sold. 
/ In bringing these subjects into view, there ought not to be 
overlooked a female society, auxiliary to the fir^t mentioned; 
and devoted, under the control of the ecclesiastical authority, 
to the publishing of small Tracts. These publications have beeii 
found very useful, in extending tKe knowledge of the genuine 
truths of Christianity. To those who are desirous of doing 
much good at a small expense, thefe may be recommended the 
availing of themselves of the means furnished by this reispectablb 
Association. 

It has occurred to some of our br^ethren of each order, ihit 
the subject of the fund for the future support of a Bishop, has 
not been sufficiently notified to the several Congregations of thd 
X3httrch.iA this sUte. At tht advanced time of life of your ^t%« 
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6ent Bishop, there cannot be thought t ?iew to personal infeHesty 
in hfg recommending of ity as he now does, to th^ members of 
this Convention; especially, as he must be supposed more im- 
pressed than any other, with the ponviction of the utility of 
separating the Episcopal duties frob the Parochial. 

To a former Convention, there was made a oommunication.of 
the renewed operation of the Society for the Relief of the Widows 
^nd the Children of deceased Clergymen. As the probable ad* 
vantage to a family, considerably overbalances the required sub- 
scription during life, it Is reasonable to conclude, from the 
paucity of those availing themselves of the benefit, that there 
may be use in this further notice of the fund in hand. Any 
future demands on it, will be the fruit of fair purchase; and it 
woul . essentially interfere with the calculations on which the 
scheme was originally predicated, to encour^e any expectations 
from th«( bounty of the Corporation. 

At the General Convention held in May last, the subject' of 
theological education was considered and acted on. The pre- 
vailing sentiment, was in favour of one general seminary to. b^ 
located in the city of New Yorjn, It is my ardent deslr^, tjf\^t 
there may be put forth the moj^t zealous endea,vour$ throughout 
th^ Union, to rai^ a fancjLfor the carrying of tbfs design into 
effect. With this view, a Committee was appointed by the Ge- 
nei'al Convention. The Committee assernbled in this city iii 
January; when the consenting opiniops of the members present, 
on al4 the leading points which came under consideration, were 
a favourable beginning of the business. The arrangements made 
by them will soon be laid before the publick. For some years 
p^^t, there have not been wanting the voUintary endeavours ^ of 
the Clergy of this city, to prepiare for the Ministry candidates/ 
admitted by the Sending Cor^mittee. These enjleavours were 
necessarily far short of what is to be desired. Perhaps they may 
be improved by a late measure of the Society for the Advancement 
o/ Christianity, with a view to thi^ object, in their granting of a 
stipend, although very (imall, to die^ Rev. Samuel H. Turner, 
whoip we consider as competent to the charge of candidates. 
But it will be highly gratifying to me to find this partial expe- 
dient absorbed in the projected Seminary of New York. 
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It onlj remains, to express mj derout wishes for tfie divinci 
guidance of the counsels of the assemhled body, and a blessing 
•D whatever may be undertaken by them for the glory of God 
and the good of the Church. 

WM. WHITE. 

On motion, Resolved^ That the Rev. Dr. Beasley and Bird 
Wilson be a committee to examine the Journal of the last Con* 
vention, and report the unfinished business if any. 

The minutes of the Standing Committee for the past year were 
read by their Secretary, the Rev Mr. Kemper. 

Convention adjourned to meet again at 4 o'clock this af.er- 
noon. 

Wednesday J9flemoon^ 4 o^cloek. 

Convention met pursuant to adjournment. The minutes of 
the previous proceedings were read /and approved. 

The Committee appointed to examine the Journal of the last 
Convention, and report upon the unfinished business— Report to 
the Convention that there appears upon the Minutes no unfinished 
business, except that which relates to a resolution, by which a 
committee was appointed to procure from the Hon. John Penn 
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Report, That they have commuiiicated the said retoIattonSi 

and transmitted the draught of an assignment to the Hon. John 

Penn, through General Thomas Cadwalader, his general ag^ntt 

and have every reason to expect a compliance on his part with- 

the fishes of the Conventtop. 

Jlfov ethf 1818. , 

WILLIAM MEREDITH, 

JOHN B. WALLACE, 

TURNER CAMAC 

Dr. P F. Glentworth, Treasurer of this Convention, reported 
a balance in hand of 8^286 31. 

The same gentleman, as Treasure^, of the Episcopal Fund, 
reports the present amount of that fund at 84589 07. 

Increase dqring the last year S784 65. 

Mr. James Wright obtained leave of absence for the remainder 
of the time this Convention shall sit. 

The Rev* Mr. Kemper, former Secretary, read the two fol- 
lowing papers, which had been received since the meeting of the 
last Convention 

»*!»#«M» To ALL TO WKOM TQskE BRBSSlTTS MAT OOME: TRe 

t Seat t Jlinister^ Church ff^ardens and Vestry^nen of Trinitji 
^j^^^^ltjt Church in PiUsbwrghf send greeling:^" 

Whereas the said Church is regularly organized, in confor- 
mity with the doctrine, discipline, and worship of the Protestant 
Episcopal Churcl\, and the Minister, Church Wardens, and Ves- 
trymen thereof, desire that the same Church should be admitted 
i^to the Convention of the diocess: Now know ye, that for the 
purpose aforesaid, the Rev. Abiel Carter, Minister of the w<l 
^hurch, and Samuel Roberts, Joseph Barker, and Abner Barker, 
Esquires, are elected, delegated and appointed to represent the 
said Church in the ensuing Convention to be held at Philadelphia. 

In testimony whereof, the undarsigned Wardens of the said 
Church, have caused the seal thereof to be hereunto affixed, at 
the city of Pittsburgh, this twenty sixth day of April, A. D. one 
thousand ei;:;ht hundred and seventeen. 



SAMUEL ROBERTS, > ^ a 
O. ORMSBY, * 5 Wardens. 
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db the Convention of the ProteMant EoUeopal Cfhurch in ih^ 
State of Pennsylvania » 

^xtract» from the journal of tbe Proceedings of the Bishops* 
Cleicy, and Laity of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States of America, in a General Convention held in the 
citjr of New York in the month of May A. D. 1817. 

^HOmS OF BISHOPS. 

^ Tuesday, May Z7. 

<^ Resolved, That it is expedient to alter the first article of thf^ 
<^ Copstitution of this Church, so far as it fixes the time of the 
<< meeting oHhe General Convention thereof, by striking oi!it the 
<< Hon^s: • third Tuesday in May in the year of our Lord 1808, 
^< and on th^ third Tuesday in May,'* and inserting instead thereof 
•* the words— /rs^ Tuesday in October in the year of our Lord 
'« 1823, and on the first Tuesday in October. 

<* hesolved^ That in conformity with the 9th Article of the 
w Constitution, the Secretaries of this Convention, after the ad- 
^joiirnment thereof, make known tlie proposed alteration to the 
^'^aever^il State Conventiop^." 

Attested. 

BENJ. T. ONDERDONK, Secretary R B, 

<< House of Clerical and Lay Deputies^ 
" Tuesday, May 27. 

^< A message was received from the House of Bishops, commu- 
<^ nicating a piM)posed alteration to the first article of the Co»« 
<< stittttion, as far as it fixes the time of the meeting of the Gene* 
^t9l\ Convention; which was read, and concurred in by this 
** Uouse.^* 

Attested* 

ASHBEL BALDWIN, Sec'ry 

Bouse of C and L. I)eputie,s* 



Digitized 



byG^ 



15 

According i^ the 4iih CanoA of ffle OetiSral Conv^iftion^ thu^ 
following parochial reports were handed in, and ordei*%cl t6 be 
inserted on 'the minutes: 

B^portfrtm ike United Oiurehea of Christ Churchy St. Peier% 
and 3t James\ Fhiladelphia, 
Baptisms, - - - • 15^ 

Burials, . - - . ; - - 149 

Marriages, - - - - 69 

Cofttmnnicantih about 4£5. > 

Bqport from St. PauPs Churchy Chester^ St. MaHin^a Chwrehj 
Marcus Hook; and St. John^s^ Concord. 
Baptisms, Adults, - - - IS 

" Infants, - - - 10 

Communicants, - - . ss 

Marriages, . . - - 4 

Funeralsj - - . . i5| 

Jacob Moroan Dou0la88« 

Report from St. GahriePs Churchy Berks County. 
Communicants, ... 137 

IVlarriages, .... 5 

Baptisms, - - - - 14 

Burials, . - - . 7 

Nicholas Jones, clerk, 

Rep&rt from Trfn% Churchy Pittsbyirgh. 
Baptisms, - - - • 4T 

Marriages, - - v . . 4 

JRepbrt from St. James* s Chvcrch^ Lancaster; St. John^s Churchy 
Pequa; and Bangor Ciiurchy Church Town. 
Baptisms, Infants, - - - 5i2 

<« Adults, - - - 6 

Marriages, - - • - 20 

Burials, - - - - - 15 

CoiQmuoiGaotS; ... ^^ 

Joseph Clarksov; 
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Mtfmifrom the Untied Churches of Trinity and Ml Sainii. 
Baptisms, Adalts, « '• 8 

« Children, - - 8— Total Ifc 

ConamuBicants, Trinitjr, « • 27 

« All Saints, • £6— Total 5$; 

Marriages, . / • . la 

Burials, .... 9 

Gborob SttBETS, ieetar. 

Report from 8i. Jfohn^t Churclh J^Torridiwk 
Communicants, - - .6 

Baptisms, Children, « - SI 

" Adults, - - - 7—28 

Funerals, . - . . i 

Thos; p. Mat, Sectt^. 

Report from St ^atiPs Churchy Philadelphia. 

Baptisms, - * * - - 68 

Cummunicants, « - <* •> 236 

r'i Marriages^ - - - - 65 

Funerals, - - - - « 60 

JosBi^K. FiLildltB, Reptor, 

Report from St. James's the (hmter^ RristoL 
B&ptisms, Adulto, - . . 9 

« Children, - - £5-*Total 34^. 

Communicants added, - - 7 

•< suspended, - - 2 147 

Marriages, . « . . 1$ 

Burials, - - . - - 19 

RzoHAan D. Hall, Recibr, 

Report from 8t. Luke^s Church f Oermantown. 
Communicants, - • - 12 

Baptisms, . - - • 5 

Marriages, - - - - 2 

Funerals^ - - - - 2 



V* 
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jReportfrom St. 2%omas'5 Chureh, Phiiaitlfhid. 
Communicants, • • . loi '^ 

Marriages, • . » - 54 

Burials, • - - - • 56 

Baptisms, • . . • 15 

RoBBRT Gordon, IFai^cfofi. 

Report from St. Mary^s Churchy Chester County. 
Baptisms, Adults, ... 7 

<» Infants, . ' . 17— Total 34. 

Marriages, .... 20 

Levi Bull, Sector. 

^portfrom St. John's Church, in the Jforthem Liberties. 
Baptisms, - • - . 36 

Communicants, ^^ - . - '64 

Marriages, - « . . 10 

iFjunerals, .... 5 

/ Geo. Botd. 

The fullowing persons were elected Delegates to the General 
Convention: 

gleuioal belegatrs. lay delegates. 

Rev. Dr. Beaslej, Thomas M^Euen, 

Mr. Kemper, Richard Dale, 

Mr. Clarkson, P. P. Glentworth, 

Mr. Boyd, William Meredith. 

The ifotlowing persons weire elected members of the Standing 
Committee— 

cleMoal members. lay members. 

Rev. Dr. Bcaslej, John B. Wallace, 

Dr. Abercrombie, Thomas M'Euen, 

Mr. Kemper, ' Richard Dale, 

Mr. S. H. Turner, P. F. Glentworth, 

Mr, Boyd, ' Charles Wheeler. 

On motion, resolved^ That the thanks of the Convention be 
presented to the Rev. Mr, Kemper for his Serihon delivered at 
the opening of the Convention. 
' C 
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On moiioBy ruritedf Thf^t this ConTentiQi^ think it desirablet^ 
that one of the Churches in the city be open Cptr divine worship in 
the erening during the time of its sitting— and they c^o hereby 
request the Rt. Rev. Bishop White to make such an arran^- 
ment. 

Convention adjpurne4« 
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JOURNAL, &c. 



MAY 4th, 1819. 5 o'clock, P. M. 

THIS being the day appointed by the Constitution of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the State of Pennsylvania, for 
the meeting of the Annual Convention, the Rt. Rev. William 
White, D. D., Bishop of the diocess, with the following Clergy- 
men, and Lay Deputies, attended in St. James's Church, in 
the city of Philadelphia. 

Mimes of Clergymen. 

» T u n«i Tfc Tk ^ Rector of St. Paul's Church, 

Rev. Joseph Pilmore, D. D. J phi^delphia. 



FrederickBeasley,D.D. U.llZll^'''' ""^^^^^^^ 
Joseph Turner, 



Joseph Clarkson, 
Levi Bull, 

Jackson Kemper, 
George Boyd,. 
Jacob M. Douglass, 

Thomas P. May, 
Charles M. Dupuy, 



1 Pennsylvania. 
> Residing in Philadelphia. 

C Rector of St. James's, Lan- 

2 caster, and St. John's, Pequa. 
Rector of St. Gabriel's, Berks 

county; St. Mary's, Chester 
county; and Bangor Church, 
^Churchtown. 

Assistant Minister of Christ 
Church, St. Peter's and St. 
James's, Philadelphia. 
C Rector of St. John's Church, 
I in the Northern Liberties. 
r Rector of St. Paul's Church, 

< Chester; St. Martin's, Marcus 
t Hook; and St. John's, Concord. 
r Rector of St. John's Church, 

< Norristown, and St. Thomas's, 
(^ Whitemarsh. 

C Rector of St. Luke's Church, 
I Germajatown. 
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Tk nrni' ▲ mc ui u ? Assistant to the Rt B«v. 
Itev. William A. Muhlenberg. J ^.^^^ ^^^^^ PhUadelphia. 



C Rector of Trinity Church, 

l Easton. 

C Missionary at New London 

I Cross Roads. 

C At present residing in Phila- 

l delphia. 

Mimes cf Lay Delegates. 

1 From St Thomas's Church, 
rWhitemarsh. 

i Oxford and All Saints. 

> St. John's Church, Northern 
^ Liberties. 

St. John's Church, Concord. 
Christ Church, Philadelphia. 

> St. Peter's Church, Phila- 
5 delphia. 

1 St James's Church, Phila- 
1 delphia. 

C St Peter's Church, Great 
i Valley. 

> St Martin's Church, Marcus 
5 Hook. 

St Paul's Church, Philadelphia. 
1 St Luke's Church, German- 
j town. 

C. St. Gabriel's Church, Amity 
^ Township, Berks County. 

St John's Church, Pequa. 
Trinity Church, Easton, having been incorporated and regu- 
larly organized as an Episcopal Church, since the last annual 
CenventioD, and having expressed their wish to that effect, iii 
the following paper: 

To all to whom (hese presents shall come: 

The Rector, Church Wardens, and Vestrymen of Trinity Church, 

Easton, send greeting: 

WHEREAS the said Church is duly incorporated according 

to law, and is regularly organized in conformity with the doc- 



John Rodney, Jun. 
Manning B. Roche, 
Bird Wilson, 



Richard Duffield, 
John Burk, and 
Samuel Nash, 
John Lardner, and 
William Overington, 

Edward D. Corfield, 
Charles Wheeler, 

John Price, Junr. 

Thomas H. White, 

John B. Wallace, 
William Meredith, 

John Read, 
Richard Dale, 
Thomas M'Euen, 

Walter Kerr, 

Thomas Ryerson, 
IXavid Marshall, Junr. 
John Claxton, 

James Stokes, 
Richard Bayley, 

George Douglass, 

Daniel Bulkley, 
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trine* diflcipline* and worship of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the Ignited States; and the Rector, Church Wardens, 
and Vestrymen thereof desire that the same*Church should be 
admitted into the Convention of the Diocess: 

Now know ye, that, for the purpose aforesaid, Samuel Sit^ 
greaves,. John Dolby and Benjamin A. Rose are elected, dele- 
gated and appointed, together with the Reverend John Rodney, 
junicH*, Rector of the said Church, to represent the same Church 
in the ensuing Convention of the Church, to be held at Philadel- 
phia on the first Tuesday in May next. 

In testimony whereof, the Subscribers, Wardens of thb 
said Church, have to these presents set their hands and 
seals, the said Church not having yet a corporate seal* 
the fifteenth day of April, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and nineteen. 

JNO. DOLBY, (L.S.) 

S. SITGREAVBS. (L. S.) 
Upon motion, 

was admitted into the number of Churches belonging to this 

Convention. 

John Dolby, from Trinity Church, Easton, appeared and took 
his seat. 

Christ Church, Leacock township, Lancaster county, being 
similarly situated, upon like motion was admitted into the num- 
ber of Churches belon^ng to this Convention. 

Daniel Bulkley, from Christ Church, Leacock township, ap- 
peared and took his seat 

The Convention being thus assembled, proceeded to the 
election of a Secretary, when the Rev. George Boyd was 
chosen. 

In compliance with the 15th of the standing regulations of 
the' Church in this State, the list of Clergymen entitled to seats 
in this Convention was called; when it appeared that the fol- 
lowing gentlemen were absent: 

r Assistant Minister in Christ 

Rev.James Abercrombie,DJ).,^ Church, St Peter's and St 

(^ James's Church, Philad. 

Rev. Robert Blackwell, D. D., residing in Philadelphia. 

r Rector of St. James's, Perkio- 
Rev. Slator Clay, < men, and St. Peter's, Great 

I Valley. 
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Rev. James Wiltbank, 

Rev. John Campbell^ 
Rev. Robert Ayres, 
Rev. John Taylor, 

Rev. Francis Reno, 

Rev. Samuel C. Brinkle. 



{ 



Master of the Grammai' 
School, in the University of 
Pennsylvania. ♦ 

Rector of Carlisle. 

residing in Brownsville, 
residing in Pittsburgh. 

Officiating in the Counties of 
Beaver and Alleghany. 

Rector of St. David's, Radnor. 



Upon reading over the Certificates of Lay Deputies ap- 
pointed by their respective Churches; the following gentlemen 
were absent: 



Turner Camac, 

John Bullock, 
Henry Myers, 

William Tilghman^ 
Henry Pratt, 

Daniel Smith, 
Abraham Philips, 

Benjamin F. Johnson, 

Richard North, 
P. F. Glentworth, 

John M. Price, 

John Yeates, 
Barton Henderson, 

Nathaniel Rutter, 
Joel Lightner, 
Samuel Sitgreaves, 
Benjamin A. Rose, 



St. John's Church, Northern 
Liberties. 

St John's Church, Concorde 

Christ Church, Philadelphia. 

St. Peter's Church, Philadel- 
phia. 

St Peter's Church, Great 
Valley. 

St. Martin's Church, Marcus 
Hook. 

7 St. Paul's Church, Philadel- 
3 phia. 

C St. Luke's Church, German- 
J town. 

> St. John's Church, Pequa. 

Christ Church, Leacock 



Church, Eastoh. 



} 

I Trinity 



On motion, Resolved, that any Episcopal Clergymen, belong- 
ing to the other States, who may be in town during the sitting 
of this Convention, are invited to attend its meetings. 

The Rev. Richard D. Hall, ,late of Bristol, in this Diocess, 
but now of Wilmington, Delaware, took a seat under the fore- 
going resolution. 
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On motion. Resolved, that the Candidates for the Ministry, 
within this Diocess, and Lay Members of the Church, who may 
be in the city, are invited to attend the meeting of this Conven- 
tion. 

A motion was made to appoint a committee to examine the 
Journals of the last Convention, and ascertain what unfinished 
business (if any)' remained for the attention of the present 
Convention. 

This motion was withdrawn, as informal, in as much as it is 
provided by the regulations of this Convention, that no other 
business shall be transacted upon the first day of meeting, ex- 
cept to organise the body. 

Adjourned to meet again to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

Wednesday morning, 5th of May, 1819. 

Convention met. — ^Divine Service was performed by the 
Rev. Charles M. Dupuy, and a Sermon preached by the. Rev. 
Levi Bull: after which, Charles G. Snowden was admitted to 
the holy order of Deacons. 

Upon calling over the names of the Clergy, and Lay Depu- 
ties, the following persons appeared to be present: 



Rt. Rev. William White, D. D., 
Rev. Joseph Tilmore, D. I)., 

James Abercrombie, D. D., 

Frederick Beasley, D. D., 

Joseph Turner, 

Joseph Clarkson, 

James Wiltbank, 

Jackson Kemper, 

Levi Bull, 

George Boyd, 



Rev. George Sheets, 
Jacob M. Douglass, 
Thomas P. May, 
Charles M. Qupuy, 
Wm. A. Muhlenberg, 
Samuel C. Brinkle, 
John Rodney, Jun. 
Bird Wilson, 
Manning B. Roche, 
Charles G. Snowden. 



Richard Duffield, 
John Burk, 
Samuel Nash, 
John Lardner, 



Lay Deputies. 

John Read, 
Richard Dale, 
Thomas M'Euen, 
John Dolby, 
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William Overington, Benjamiti A. Rose, 

Edward D. Corfield, Daniel Bulkley, 

Turner Gamac^ George Doaglaas, 

Charles Wheeler, James Stokes, 

John Peirce, John M. Price, 

William Tilghman* Richard Bailey, 

Henry Pfatt, P. F. Glentworth, 

Thomas H. White, David Marshall, Jun. 

Daniel Smith, Benjamin F. Johnson^ 

William Meredith, Walter Kerr. 
John B. Wallace* 

In compliance with the 45th canon of the General Conven- 
tion, the Rt Rev. Bishop White delivered the following ad- 
dress: 

Mt Brethren, the Clergy and the Lay Deputies ot this 
Cokvention: 

On the last day of May in the preceding year, in Norristown, 
I ordained to the holy office of Priests, Thomas P. May, Rec- 
tor of St. John's Church in that place; and to the holy office of 
Deacons, Thomas Brientnall, then of this city, but since remo- 
ved to the Rectory of Zion Church in the city of New- York. 
On the l£th of June, I ordained to the holy office of Priests, 
Frederick Dalcho, of the then vacant Diocess of South Carolina. 
On the d4& of July, I ordained to the holy office of 'Deacons, 
)¥illiam Westerman, who is since settled in the Diocess of 
Maryland. On the 10th of January, I ordained to the same 
office Joseph Spencer, and John Rodney: of whom tiie former is 
Master of the Episcopal Grammar Schot>l in this city; and the 
lattw is Rector of Trinity Church in Easton, yesterday recog- 
nized by this Convention. My last ordination was on the 12th 
of March, of Bird Wilson and William S. Wilson: the former 
of whom had for many years filled the honourable station of 
presiding Judge of the Third District of this State; and the latter, 
being of South Carolina, but having finished his studies in this 
City, was ordained under letters demissory of his Diocesan. 

The candidates for the Ministry, admitted since my last 
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fitdiiress, are Joseph Jacquet, John Johns, Peter Vanpelt, imd 
Prince Sanders, a coloured man. 

The Rev. Levi Bull has returned to his former station in this 
Diocess: and there have left it the Rev. Richard Hall, to suc- 
ceed Mr. Bull in Wilmington, and the Rev. Samuel H. Turner, 
under an appdntment to a Professorship in the Theological 
School, to be begun about this time in the City of New-York* 
The Rev. Samuel Phinnej has also left this State, by a removal 
to the Diocess of New-York. The Society for the Advancement 
of Christianity, have encouraged the Rev. Elijah G. Plumb, late 
of Connecticut, to enter on missionary duty in Northumberland, 
with a view to a permanent settlement in that town: but whe- 
ther the object will be accomplished, it remains to future circum- 
stances to determine. Under the encouragement of the same 
Society, the Rev. Samuel C. Brinkle has undertaken ^e pastoral 
chai^ of St* David's, Radnor, and the Rev. Manning B. Roche 
began his ministry in Wilkesbarre, having the prospect of rais- 
ing a congregation in that place; but has been obliged by the 
state of his health to leave it, and has returned to his native 
State of Delaware, but officiates sometimes to the congregation 
in New-London, under the encouragement of the same Society. 

On the 8th day of last October, the Rev. Dr. Nathaniel Bow-^ 
en was consecrated by four Bishops assembled in this city, for 
the Diocess of S. Carolina; and on the 10th day of February, by 
the same number of Bishops, was consecrated the Rev* Philan- 
der Chase, for the Diocess of Ohio: whereby there has been 
carried into effect the measures adopted by four successive 
general Conventions, for the extending of the Episcopacy to 
the States westward of the Alleghany mountains* 

On the 7th of June, I consecrated to the service of Almighty 
€rod, a Church lately erected in Leacock township, Lancaster 
County, called Christ Church, and acknowledged yesterday by 
this Convention. And on the 10th of August, I consecrated St 
Luke's Church, in Germantown. 

As the Society for the Advancement of Chilstianity, ike 
Missionary Society, and the Prayer Book Society, print their 
respective Journals, there is no need of a particular account of 
their proceedings on this occasion: which, however, does not 
dispense with my expression of a wish for the extension of the 
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patronage which they so richly merit. That the fund for the 
support of Widows of Clergymen has not drawn a greater num- 
ber of clerical contributors, must be owing to the circumstance, 
that the advantage to be derived from it has not been enough 
considered. 

When your Bishop laments, that there is not a more rapid 
increase of the fund for the maintainance of a future Bishop, it 
must be owing to his being so situated, as to be especially sen- 
sible of the importance of severing the Episcopal duties from 
the Parochial. ' ^ 

Besides Confirmations at .sundry times in the Churches within 
the city, and twice in St. John's Church in the Northern Liber- 
ties, I confirmed and preached on the last day of May at St. 
John's, Norristown; on the 13th of April, at All-Saints, Pe- 
questan; on the 8th of June, at St. Thomas's, Lancaster County; 
on the 27th of September, in St. Luke's, Germantown; and on 
the 28th of March, again in the same Church. The amount of 
persons confirmed is 182. 

The constantly accumulating evidence of the utility of Sun- 
day Schools, will justify my again recommending them to the 
patronage of our Church throughout the Diocess. Having on 
many occasions personally recomniended the connecting of 
them with parochial instruction in the distinctive principles of 
our communion, I embrace the opportunity of recording the rea- 
son of my opinion in that particular. It is, that so far as my 
experience extends, solicitation to the contrary course is al- 
ways with the expectation of a surrendry of those principles; 
and that on disappointment as to this object, it is always suc- 
ceeded by a decline of Christian charity; and, not seldom, by 
the excitement of unchristian passion. 

In proportion as your Bishop advances in years, he feels 
gratification in noticing an increase in the Ministry, of those 
whom he judges competent to sustain its respectability and its 
usefulness. He has always been of opinion, tiiat for the exten- 
sion of our communion, nothing is wanting but a requisite num- 
ber of Ministers pf real piety, and of suflSciency of intellectual 
acquirement. Withotit the former qualification, they are dead 
weights on our communion: or rather, they serve as beacons. 
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vautionin^ against the supposed contagion of our principles* 
Without the latter, especially at a tiihe when the thirst of 
knowledge is generally on the increase, they cannot but be oc- 
casionally in circumstances, in which they must surrender one 
or another truth of Christianity, and even the system itself, 
from the want of ability to defend them. 

That from deficiency in each of these points, our Church has 
suffered in sundry instances, is notorious. On this account, 
there may be recommended as well to the Laity as to the Cler- 
gy of the Diocess, the patronizing of the Theological School 
lately instituted. It now solicits that patronage, which we hope 
it will hereafter command, by reputation attached to an educa- 
tion known to have been received under its Professors. . 

WILLIAM WHITE. 



Additional certificates were handed in, whereby it appeared 
that the following gentlemen had been appointed Lay Delegates 
from their respective Churches. 



Philip Sheaff; 
William Brooke, 
William J. Miller, 
James Boyer, 
Levi Pawling, 
Philip S. Markley, 
Mattnias Holstein, 

Daniel Uble, 
Isaac Pawlin, 

Peirce Crosby, 
George B. Lownes, 
Peter Deshong, 
John M'Elroy, 
James Wrignt, 
Jacob Hibbs, 



} 
{ 
} 

} 



Si David's Church, Radnor. 

All Saints Church, Lower 
Dublin. 

St. John's Churchy Norris- 
town. 

St. Mary's Church, East 
Nantmil township, Chester 
County. 

St Paul's Church, Chester. 



St James's the Greaten; 
Bristol. 



St. John's Church, York, appointed Samuel Bacon and John 
Srenise, Deputies. By mistake, these genUemen did not come 
to town until the sitting of the Conventi<||had,^lg^p!i^^, 
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Of these were present: 

Philip Sheaflf, Matthias Holstein, 

William Brooke, George B. Lownes, 

William J. Miller, Peter Oeshong, 

James Boyer, John M'Elroy, 

Levi Pawling, James Wright, 

Philip S. Markley, Jacob Hibbs. 

The ReT. Simon Wilroer, of New Jersey, being in the city, 
took a seat in Convention, under the resolution passed yest^- 
day. 

On motion, resolved, that the Rev. Jackson Kemper and Wil- 
Kam Meredith, be a committee to examine the Journals of the 
last State Convention, and report the unfinished business, if any. 
The Rev* Jackson Kemper, Secretary of the standing com- 
mittee, in compliance with the rules and regulations of this 
Church, read the minutes of the proceedings of the committee 
during the last yean 

The committee appointed at the last meeting of the Conven- 
tion, on the subject of the honourable John Penn's right of nomi- 
nation of two persons to be educated at the University of Penn- 
sylvania, free of expense — made the following report. 

Seport. — We learn from General Cadwalader. that he has 
yet received no answer to the request made by the Convention, 
of Mr. Penn; but being about to embark for England, he will 
avail himself of the occasion to make a personal application to 
Mr. Penn, upon the subject. 

William Meredith,! 
Turner Camac, V Committer* 
John B. Wallace, J 
P. F. Glentworth, Treasurer of the Episcopal Fund, reported 
that the sum of 312 dollars and 8B cents, had been added to the 
Fund during the last year*. 

The same gentleman, as Treasurer of the Convention, re- 
ported a balance in hand, of 380 dollars and 81 cents. 

In compliance with the 45th canon of this Convention, the 
Clergy had presented to the Bishop, the following Parochial re- 
ports: 

* The reason why so smalt a sum has been added to the Episcopal Fand, tlie 
last year, vas that no ooUectioQS had been taken in' the Ghorches in the eity. 
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Report from th€ United Congregations of Christ Church, St, 
Peter's and St, James's, Philadelphia. 

Baptisms, . 154 

Burials, 108 

Marriages, 40 . 

Communicants, about 425 

Report from St John*s Church, Jytorristown. 
Baptisms, Adults, 

do. Children, 
Communicants, (added £3,) 
Removed, ..... 
Deceased, • . 



15- 


-Total 29 




29 


2 




2 


4 




25 


8 




4 





Marriages, 

Funerals, . . . . 

Thomas P# May, Rector. 

Report from Ml 8aint^8 Church, Lower Dublin. 

Communicants, deceased, . . . • 1 

admitted, • * • . 4 

Total, .... 29 

Burials, ,.,.... 5 

George Sheets, Rector. 



Report from Trinity Church, Oxford 




Communicants, deceased, . . . , 


2 


withdrawn . . • , 


1 


admitted, . . . . 


a 


Total, . . . . 


23 


Baptised, 


3 


Burials, 


7 



George Sheets, Rector. 

Report from Trinity Church, Boston. 

Communicants, 18 

Baptisms, Adults, .... 3 

do. Children, .... 8 11 

Deaths, 1 

JOEN RODNET, JUN* RectOTi^ 
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Report from 9t. PauVs Church, Philadelphia. 

Baptisms, 4^ 

Communicants, S^ 

Marriages, 70 

Funerals, 42 

Joseph Pilmore, Rector^ 

Report from 8t. GabrieVs Church, dmity Township, 
Berks County. 

Communicants, 1^^ 

Marriages, 4 

Baptisms, 13 

Burials, 11 

Levi Bull« Rector. 

Report from St. Luke^s Church, Germantoum. 

Communicants, 18 

Baptisms, Adults, . • . . 5 

do. Children, 6 — 9 

Marriages, . 2 

Funerals, 4 

Charles M. Dupuy, Rector. 

Report from Bt. David's Church, Rm 

Baptisms, Adults, 

do. Infants, 

Marriages, 

Burials, not known, 

Samuel C. Bri 

Report from St. Thomases Church, Whiti 

Baptisms, 

Communicants, 

Marriages, . . • • 

Funerals, 

Thomas P. 

Report from St. PauVs Church, Chester; St. Ma 
Hook; and St. John\ Concord. 
Baptisms, Adults, . . . . • 
do. Infants, . . .' . • • 

Communicants, 

Marriages, 

* Burials, 

Jacob M. Doug 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



15 

f 

Beportfrom St. Jameses Church, Lancaster; 8t. John's, Pequat 
and Bangor, Church Town. 
Baptisms, Infants, . . . . 62 

do. Adults, .... 11 73 

Burials, 12. St. James's. 

1 St. John's. 
Bangor, not known. 

Marriages, 91 

Communicants, 65 

Joseph Clarkson, Ejector. 



Beportfrom St. John^s Church, in the J^Torthem Liberties. 



Communicants, added. 


36 


dead. 


1 


removed. 


l_Total 96 


Baptisms, Infants, .... 


32 


do. Adults, .... 


19— Total 51 


Burials, 


8 


George Botd, Bector. 


Beportfrom St. Jameses the Greater, 


Bristol. 


Baptisms, Adults, . • • • 


8 


do. Children, 


. 50 58 


Communicants, added. 


. IS 


suspended. 


3 


restored. 


1 


left the Church, . 


3 


removed. 


3 


deceased. 


3— Total 150 


Families added, 


Ig— Total 100 


Marriages, 


7 


Burials, 


£0 



lliis congregation is now vacant, by the removal of its late 
Rector into the Diocess of Delaware. The congregation still as- 
semble, and Divine Service, and a Sermon, is read every Lord's 
day, by one of the Wardens. They are desirous of obtaining 
another Clergyman, and think their religious prospects are very 
encouraging. It is their earnest prayer that the Lord of the 
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vihejrard maj send another faithful labourer into this part of 

our Episcopal Zion. 

Richard D. Hall, Rector, 

Convention adjourned to meet again at 4 o'clock, P. M. 

Wednesday, 4 6^ dock, P.M. 
Rev. Jackson Kemper, from committee appointed to examine 
the Journal of the last Convention, reported, that there did not 
appear to be any unfinished business. 

On motion resolved, that the Convention proceed to the elec- 
tion of a standing committee, which shall act as a council of ad-^ 
vice; and Deputies to the General Convention. 

Upon counting the ballots, P. F. Glentworth, one of the tel- 
lers, reported, that the following gentlemen were elected a 
standing committee: 

Clergymen. Laymen* 

Rev. Frederick Beasley, D. D. William Tilghman, 

James Abercrombie, D. D. Richard Dale, 

James Wiltbank, Thomas M'Eu^n, 

Jackson Kemper, P. F. Glentworth, 

George Boyd. Charles Wheeler. 

And the following gentlemen. Deputies to the General Con^ 
vention: 

Clergymen. Laymen. 

Rev. Frederick Beasley, D. D. William Meredith. 

Jackson Kemper, Thomas M'l^en, 

Thomas P. May, Samuel Sitgreaves, 

George Boyd. Levi Pawling. 

Daniel Bulkley, from Christ Church, Leacock Township, com- 
municated that the vestry of that Church had requested him to 
inform the Convention that they were vacant, and wished to 
have their situation attended to by the Convention. 

In compliance with what is required of each of the Statei 
Conventions, 
Rev. Frederick Beasley, D. D. 
George Boyd, 

Richard Dale, yieriS appointed a committee to prepare a 
report on the state of the Church in this State, and to report to 
the next General Convention. 
On motion, resolved, that the thanks of the Convention be 
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presented to the Rer. Levi Bull^ for the Sermon which he 
preached before it. 

Adjourned. 

GEORGE BOYD, Secretary. 

The following Clergymen did not attend this meeting of the 
ConyentioD. 

Rev. Robert Blackwell, D. D* Rev. Robert Avres, 
Slator Clay, John Taylor, 

John Campbell, Francis Reno. 
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By Balance, 

By Cash contributed from St Martin^ 
Marcus Hook, 1816, 1817, . 
Do. Trinity Church, Oxford, . . . 
do. All Saints, Lower Dublin, . • 
do. St. David's, Radnor, .... 
do. St Paul's, Chester, 1816, 1817, 

1818, 

do. St James's, Lancaster, 6 years^ 
do. Bangor, Carnarvon, 6 years, 
do. St Gabriel's, Berks county, . . 
do. St John's, Norris-Town, 1817 and 

lolo, • • . • . . • • • 

do. St John's, Northern Liberties, . 
do. St Paul's, Philadelphia, . . • 
do. St James's, Perkiomen, ., . • 
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To Cash paid Rev. Joseph Clarkson, his 
expenses to the last General Conven- 
tion in New York, 

To Cash paid Clement R Bowen, for his 
attendance on the late Convention, . 

To Cash paid Bronson and Smith, for 
printing the 34th Journal, .... 

To Cash paid for taking two affidavits, by 
order of the Standing Committee, • 

To Balance, 
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JOURNAL, &c. 



MAY 2nd, 1820. 5 oMock, P- M. 

This being the day appointed by the Constitution of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the state of Pennsylvania, for 
the meeting of the Annual Convention, the Rt. Rev. William 
White, D. D., Bishop of the diocess, with the foUowing 
Clergymen, and Lay Deputies, attended in St. James's 
Church, in the city of Philadelphia* 

Names of Clergyman. 

r Assitant Minister In 

LPhiladelphia. 



Frederic Beasley. D. D. 



Joseph Clarkson, 



James Wiltbank, 



Jackson Kemper^ 



George Boyd, 



William A. Muhlenberg, 



{Provost of the UniveJr 
sity of Pennsylvania. 

r Rector of St. James's, 
J Lancaster, St. John's, 
I Pequea and Christ's 
LChurch, Leacock. 

r Master of the gram- 
^ mar-school in the Uni- 
(.versity of Pennsylvania. 

r Assitant Minister of 
J Christ Church, St. Peter's 
I and St, James's, Philadelr 
Cphia. 

r Rector of St. John's 
< Church, Northern Libera 
(.ties. 

r Assistant to the Rt. 
•J Rev. WimanWhite,PhH^ 
ladelphia* 
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Rev. Samuel C. Brinkle, 



Bird Wilson, 



{Rector of St. David's 
Church, Radnor. 

{Rector of St. John's Church, 
Norristown. 



Names of Ldy Delegates. 



Luke's Church, Ger- 
mantown* 



James Stokes, 
Richard Bayley, 
John M. Price, 

David Jones. 
George Douglass, 

John Brenise 

Walter Kerr, 
Abraittini Prnlifis, 

Matthias Holstein, 

Thomas H. White, 

Willkmi Meredith, 

Thomas M^uen. 
Richard Dale. 
John Read, 
Samuel Sitgreaves, 
William Mc Call, 
Jona&atn Barrington. 
John Price, Jun. 
Henry HoUkigBworth, 
John Mathews, 
Jc^ Clazton, 

James Bean, 
Charles Wheeler, 

T^he ConvendonliediQg thus assembled, proceeded to elect a 
Secretary, Vhen the Rev. Mr. Boyd was chosen. 

The list of the clergy entitled to seats in this convention, 
being called, in compliance with the \SX\y article t>f the gene- . 
ral regulations in this state, the following persons were absent. 

r» T 1- n-i rk n / Rcctorof St. Paul's Church, 

R«v. Joseph P*lmore, O. D. | jj^a^ipya. 



1 St. 
I mant 

}St. GabriePs Church, Am- 
ity Township, Bcilcs County. 

St. John^ Church, Yoiirtown. 

1 St. Peter's Chardi, Great 
JVdley. 

r St. John's Churdi,NorTis- 

Christ Church, Philadelphia. 

{St. Peter's Church, Phila- 
delphia. 

.1 , St. James's €faurdi,Ph3a- 
f delphia. 

I Trinty Chordh, fiaston. 

Oxford Church: 
St John's Ohurck, Concord. 

1 St. PauPs Church, Phila- 
i delphia. 

}St. John's Church in the 
Northern Liberties. 



. ^:^- >-ia g 



SlatorClay, . 

Joseph Turner, 
Robert Blackwell, D. 

Levi Bull, 

Rcbert Ayres 
Francis Reno, 
John Taylor, 
George Sheets, 

Jacob M» Douglass, 

QaxkB If. I>iiipwf, 
John Rodney, Jun. 
Mannkkg B. Roche, 
Charles G. Snowden, 

William Richmond, 

John V,. £• Thorn, 

EUjah G. Phim. 

Mr. Aisquith^ 



r Rector of St. James's, Per* 

< kiomen, and St. Peter^s, Great 

(.Valley. 

Residing in Philadelphia. 

D. Residing in Phibidelphta. 

r Rector of St. Gabriel's, 
J Berks county; St. Mary^s, 
j Chester county; and Bangor 
(.Church, Churchto^Mrn. 

Residing in Brownsville. 

{Officiating in the Counties 
of Beaver and Alleghany. 
^ Residing in Pittsburgh. 

{' Rectorof AUSasBtsandOx- 

r AeclKH-af St. Paul'« Church, 

< Chester; St. Martin's, Marcus 
(.Hook; and St. John's, .Concord. 

{Rector of St. Luke's Church, 
Germantown. 

{Rector of Trinity Church, 
Easton 

Missionary in Susquehan- 
nah county. 

Missionary at MiUerstown 
and places adjacent. 
r Performing Missionaiy ser- 

< vices, in and near the city of 
1 Philadelphia. 

Officiating in the Churches 
at Carlisle, and fitmtington. 
r Principal of an academy and^ 

< performing Missionary servi- 
tces at Northumberland. 

Rector of St. John's Church, 
Yorktown. 






I 



The following Lay Deputies, appointed by their respective 
Churches, were absent: 
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Levi Pawling, and 
Philip S.MarUey, 

Jacob Ringwall 
John Lightner, 
Nathaniel Rutter, 

William Tilghman, 
Henry Pratt, 
. Daniel Smith, 
John Miller, Jun. 

John Dolby, 
Serick Fox, 
Henry Myers, 



} 



St. John's Church, Norrift- 
town 

Christ Church, Laycock. 

Christ Church, Philadelphia. 

St. Peter's Church, Phila- 
delphia. 

Trinity Church, Easton. 

Oxford Church. 

St. John's Church, Concord. 



On motion of Mr. MerMith, it was resolved, .that the 
rules of order adopted by the Convention, in this state in 1814, 
be adopted as the rules of order of this Convendon, and that 
they be now read. 

On motion, resolved, that this Convendon adjourns, 
to meet again at Christ Church, to-morrow morning at 
XO o'clock. 

Ad/ourneA 

Christ churchy Wednesday Morntngy 10 o^clock. 
" Convention met.— Divine Service was performed by the 
Rev^. Levi Bull, and a sermon preached by the Rev. Mr. 
Boyd. After which Samuel Sitgreaves, Junr. was admitted 
by the right Rev. Bishop White to the Holy order of Dea* 
cons. 
The niiinutes of the last meeting were read. 
Upon calling over the names of the clergymen, and Lay 
Deputies, the following persons were present: 

Clergymen. 



Rt. Rev. Bishop White, 
Rev. Joseph Pilmore, D. D. 

Slator Clay, 

Joseph Turner, 



James Abercrombie, D. D. 
Frederick Beasley, D. D. 
^Joseph Clarkson, 
James "^iltbank, 
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Levi Bull, 
Jackson Kemper, 
George Boyd, 
George Sheets. 
Jacob M. Douglass, 
Wm. A. Muhlenberg. 
Charles M. Dupuy, 



John Rodney, Jun. 
Samuel C. Brinkle, 
Bird Wilson, 
Manning B. Roche, 
William Richmond, 
Wm* Aisquith. 



Lay Deputies. 



James Stoles, 
Richard Bayley, 
John M. Price, 
David Jones, 
George Douglass, 
John Brenise, 
Walter Kerr, 
Abraham Philips, 
Levi Pawling, 
Matthias Holstein, 
PhUip S. Markley, 
Thomas H- White, 
Daniel Smith, 
William Meredith, 



John Miller, Jun* 
Thomas M^Euen, 
Richard Dale, . 
Samuel Sitgreaves, 

WiUiam M'CaU, 

Serick Fox, 

Jonathan Barrington^ 

John Peirce, Jun. 

Henry Hollingsworth, 

John Matthews, 

John Claxton, 

James Bean, 

Joseph S. Riley, 

Charles Wheekn 



Certificates of the appointment of the following additional 
Lay Deputies were handed in: 

laac Pawling, 
Samuel Sha^r, 
John Templin, 

John Mc Elroy, 
James Wright, 
John Harrison, 



Thomas Ryerson, 
Zacheriah Derrick, 
David Marshall, Jun« 

John Burk, 
Richard Duffield, 



1 



St. Mary's ChurcK, Ches- 
ter County. 



St. James's Church, Bris- 



St. Martin's Church, Mar- 
tens Hook. 

}St. Thomas's Church, 
Whitemarah. 
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William Brooke, 
George Wilson^ 

Peirce Crosby, 
George B, Lownes, 
Peter Deshong, 



X St. David'S) Radnor 

V St. Paul's Church, Chester. 



Of the foregoing, the following persons were presents 



John Templin, 
John Mc Elroy, 
John Harrison, 
Zacheiiah Derrick, 
David Marshall, Jun. 
Richard Duffield, 



IViniam Brooke, 
George Wilson, 
Peirce Crosby, 
George B. Lownes, 
Peter Deshong. 



In compliance with the "45th canon of the Geiieral Conven- 
tion, the Rt. Rev. Bishop White delivered the following ad- 
dress: 

Brethren, the Clergy, and the Lay Deputies of this 
Convention. 

In addition to the conErmations held by me in this city, I 
preached and confirmed in St. John's church, Norristbwn, 
on the 8th of August; and from that place proceeded the 
next day to St. Gabriel's church, Morlattan; where I also 
preached and held a confirmation. At the former of these 
places, I have since preached and held a confirmation, on the 
26th day of March. On the 10th of October, I preached 
three times and confirmed, in Wilmington, in the state of 
Delaware. On the 7th of November, I preached and con- 
firmed in St. James's church, Bristol; on the 21st of the 
same month, I performed the same exercises in St. Thomas'is 
church, Whitemarsh; and on the l9th of December, I did 
the same in St. Luke's church, Germantowxu 

The number of persons confirmed, is 274. 

Those ordained by me since the last convention, are, to 
the order of priests, the Rev* John V. E, Thoni, the Rev. 
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Bird Wilson, and the Rev. Samuel Bacon; and to that of 
deacons, Charles Snowden, John Johns, and the same Samuel 
Bacon^ This second or4ination, performed so soon after the 
first, agreeably to a power vested by the canons, was owing 
to his destination to the western coast of Africa, under the 
appointment of the executive of the United States. It was 
supposed, that he might be thus the better qualified to be 
useful in a religious line, to the emigrants. In addition to 
the ordinations stated, it is proper to record, that Samuel 
Sitgreaves, Jun. has been this day ordained a deacon in your 
presence* 

Those taken on the list of candidates, since the last con* 
vention, on the recommendation of the standing committee, 
are Samuel Marks, Charles P. M^Ilvaine, Ephraim Bacon, 
James Doughen, John P. Bankson, Robert Piggot, and Rich- 
ard Hugh Morgan. 

Tfce Rev. John V. E. Thorn, who had been ordained a 
deacon in the diocess of New York, has been settled in Car- 
lisle; and, of course, is now a clergyman of this state. The 
Rev. John Johns, soon after his ordination as a deacon, set- 
tled in the diocess of Maryland. The Rev. Mr. Aisquith, 
has settled in Yorktown, having removed to that place from 
the diocess of Virginia. The Rev. William Richmond, who 
had been ordained a deacon in New York, has been and con- 
tinues in the service of the society for the advancement of 
Christianity. He is, therefore, to be considered as resident 
in this state. 

At the last convention, the name of the Rev. Caleb Hop* 
kins was omitted from the list, of the clergy, imder the be- 
lief that he had left, or was leaving this diocess: having ob* 
tained letters of dismission from me with that intent. But 
as he still resides here, I mention it, that his name may be 
replaced. 

It gives me pleasure to record, that since the last conven- 
tion, three churches are begun to be erected 

B 
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One of die A, is in the city of Lancaster, on the site of the old 
and decayed church. Another, is in Easton, Northampton 
county; and the third, is in Mantua, in the neighbourhood 
of this city. In the last two, the congregations are small, 
but are making .great exertions for the accomplishment of 
their respective imdertaleings. -< 

Our ministry has received a heavy loss, in the much la* 
mehted decease of the Rev. Thomas P. May, rector of St. 
John's church, Norristown, and of St. Thomas's church, 
Whitemarsh. After giving the fairest promise of future 
usefulness, he has been taken from us by one of the inscru- 
table visitations of Divine Providence. It is an alleviation 
of the loss, to the congregations whose esteem and aiFection 
he possessed, that there was residing within their bounds the 
Rev. Bird Wilson, recently ordained, but long known 'among 
them by his able and faithful discharge of the duties of a 
highly responsible office in the judiciary department; %nd 
who, without delay, was chosen and settled as their pastor. 

It win fall within the purpose of this address, to record a 

visit made by me in October last, to the city of New Haven; 

and of my then and there consecrating to tthe episcopal office 

' the Rev. Thomas C. Brownell, for the respectable diocess of 

Connecticut. 

As the general convention are expected to meet in this 
city on the 16th instant, it will be expected of your deputies, 
to be prepared to vote on the question of changing the time 
of future conventions from the Spring to the Autumn. This 
is mentioned, in order to guard against a difficulty similar to 
that which arose on a former occasion, in consequence of an 
uncertainty, whether a reference from a general convention 
had been communicated to a convention of this state. 

For the same reason, and lest the subject should be lost 
sight of, it may be proper to state, that the general convention 
will expect of the several diocesan conventions, reports on 
the state of the church within their respective bounds. With 
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a view to this object, a committee wai appointed at the last 
convention of this diocess: but they will not be abjie to com- 
plete their report, until they shall have had before them the 
returns required by the parochial reports of the clergy. 

Some unexpected occurrences have prevented the giving of 
a beginning, to a general collection for the theological school 
located in New York. But there has been a beginning of 
the education of this important institution, under two profes- 
sors. We niay h(^e, that the timft is not distant, when it 
will be extended on a larger scale; and that the members of 
our church in this state, will not be backward in their contri* 
butions. 

The society for the advancement of Christianity, although 
the scantiness of its funds has prevented as extensive exer* 
tions as in some former years, has nevertheless been able to 
send the preached word to many places where it is not often 
heard, as well as to institute a domestic mission in the neigh- 
bourhood of the city» In proportion as the need of the be- 
neficence of this society shall become known, there will be 
perceived an essential call for it in this diocess^ over the ex* 
tent of which there are scattered settlements of Episcopa- 
lians, each of them being too few to provide for a gospel 
ministry among themselves. 

Although the means of the missionary society are still 
n^ore limited than those of her elder sister, yet there have 
not been wanting contributions of aid tow&rds the spreading 
of the gospel in the western regions of this continent; and it 
ought to be mentioned to the honour of the body now spo. 
ken of, that it has been instrumental in preparing for an 
event in which we all rejoice — ^the. organizing of our church 
in the great and growing state of Ohio. The same society 
have extei^ded their beneficence towards the supply of cate- 
chists, in aid of the reverend gendeman who has undertaken 
the pastoral charge of the episcopalian proportion of the po- 
pulation, who have lately migrated or intend soon to migrate 
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to the western coast of Africa. The zeal of the society has 
also moved them to digest a scheme of a missionary society^ 
to extend over the American union. It will vbe submitted 
to this convention, with the views, of engaging their appn>« 
bation, as a step towards the submittingof it to the repre- 
sentative body of the whole church, soon to be assembled. 

Pur Sunday schools are in full posession of their grade 
of usefulness, and perhaps it may be said to be on the in- 
crease. When your bishop holds up to you the importance 
of making instruction in the schools of this descriptiott^iai 
branch of the religious instruction growing out of the prin- 
ciples of our church, it is not from ill-will towards any res- 
pectable societies professing our common faith; but, it is 
from the desire of living at peace with them all; and imder 
the conviction, that we should rejoice at the success of .,oiie 
another, in the extension of the kingdom of the Redeemer. - 

The society for the distribution of tracts, and that for the ' 
printing and distributing of Prayer Books, are in successful 
operation, and would be much more so, were it generally 
known, at what a small expense contributors to those insti- 
tutions may have it in their power to be extensively useful. 
The Widows' fund is likely to increase considerably from a 
cause to be lamented, that the clergy generally are not anx- 
ious to purchase an interest in it, for their families. 

Towards the accomplishment of the object, of some of the 
societies mentioned, there is an institution, in which there 
may be a union of all who come under the name of christian, 
without their surrendering of any article of their respective 
creeds. That institution, is the society for the distributing of 
Bibles without note or comment. The benevolence of the de- 
sign, and the good already achieved by it, are strong induce- 
ments to the maintaining of the principles on which it was 
founded: since it is liable to be perverted to sectarian views; 
which may be done without printed notes or comments, by 
veibal instructions intended to supply their place. 
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In conclusion, permit your bishop to remind you all, and 
especially the clerical members of your body, that there is at 
present, on the public mind, a degree of religious senability 
not always to be met with, and inviting improvement to its 
proper uses. When our Saviour began his ministry, he al- 
luded to circumstances of this description, under the meta- 
phor of a field, " white to harvest." The spirit of the sen- 
timent, is applicable to the present point of time. It is the 
wish of him who now addresses you, to bestow on this good 
work the small remainder of his life, in proportion as his 
h^^th and strength may qualify him: and he now affection- 
ately-exhorts his brethren to concur with him hi endeavours, 
of which they are more likely than himself to see the fruit. 

WILLI AlVt WHITE. 

The Rev. Mr. Kemper, secretary of the standing commit- 
tee, in compliance with one of the rules and regulations of 
this church, read the minutes of the proceedings of that com- 
mittee during the last year. 

A communication from the rector, wardens, and vestrymen 
of a new congregation, lately formed at Muncy Creek Town- 
ship, Lycoming County was read; and another from the con- 
gregation at Huntingdon, Himtingdon County, of the same 
import, in which they request to be admitted into connection 
with the churches represented in this convention. 

This application was referred to William Meredith, and 
the Rev. Frederic Beasley, a committee to examine wheth- 
er in the present instance, those interested had complied wi^h 
all the regulations required, and to report. 

A letter was read by the Rev. Jackson Kemper from the 
Rev. Caleb Hopkins, requesting that his name may be res- 
tored to the list of clergy in this state:* and also apologiz- 
ing for his not attending this convention. 

* The name of the Rey. Caleb Hopkins was omitted in the list, under the 
impression that he had removed iBto another Diocese. 
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I On motioii) resolved, that the apology of the Rev. Caleb 

I Hopkins be admitted. 

I Mn Mc Euen presented the Reports of Dr. Glentworth, 

\ who had acted as treasurer both of the convention, and of 

I ^ the Episcopal fund; which were read. As Dr. dentworth 

has removed with his family into another state, he was under 

the necessity of relinquishing his offices. 

Whereupon, on motion it was resolved, that the thanks of 
this convention be presented to Dr. Glentworth, for the 
faithful manner in which he had performed the duties of 
Treasurer. 

On motion of Mr. Kemper, it was resolved that in future, 
a treasurer of the convention and of the Eipscopal fund, shall 
be chosen upon the assembling of the annual convention of this 
Diocess, who shall remain in office until the meeting of the 
next convention. He shall perform all the duties usually ap- 
pertaining to the office of a treasurer. His accounts shall 
close on the Tuesday before the meeting of the convention, 
and shall be summitted to the examination of the standing 
committee of the Diocess. Arid the said standing commit- 
tee shall report thereon to the Convention. 

On motion, resolved, that the convention now proceed to 
elect a treasurer, whereupon John Read, Esq. was unani- 
mously chosen. 

According to the requisition of the 45th canon of the Ge» 
neral Convention, the clergy presented the following paro- 
' chial reports. 

Report from St* John^s Churchy Torktown. 

Rev. Mr. AisqyiTH^ Rectorm 

Communicants, 35 

Baptisms, 1 

Marriages, 3 

Funerals, 3 
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Report from the congregations of St. John^a Churchy Car- 
^ lisle^ find Christ Churchy Huntington^ Adams County. 

>^ JpHN V. E. Thorn, Minister. 
Comtnunicants, added, - - 27— -Total 53 
Baptisms, Adults, - - 12 

Infants, - . d7-^Total49 ^ 

Marriages, . . . • , 3 

' Funerals, ... 5 



Report of St. PauPs Church, Philadelphia. 

Joseph Pilmore, Rector. 

« Communicants, 220 

Baptisms, n 80 

. Marriages, 58 

Burials, .50 

Report of St. John^s Church, New London Cross Roads, 
Chester County. By the Rev. Richard D. Sally who visits 
it occasionally. 

Communicants "about • - 20 

Baptisms, Infants, - ^ • 4 

Marriages, - - - 1 

Families about, - - 50 

Deaths, adult, - - 1 

Report of St. James, the greater, Bristol, now vacant. 



Communicants added. 


4 


Dead, 


2 


Removed, 


3— Total 152 


Baptisms, Adults, 

Infants, . - - 


2 

y— Total 9 


Marriages, 4 . - 
Buridb^ - . - 


1 

26 
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Report of Christ Churchy St. Peter\ and St. James's in 
the city of Philadelphia. 

William White, Rector. 

Communicants about, - - 425 

Baptisms, - - - 173 /-'. 

Burials, - . ;^ - 132 

Marriages, - . - . - 70 

Report of Trinity and All Saints^ Churches. ^ 

George Sheets, Rector. 

Communicants, * - 52 

Baptisms, - - - 7 

Marriages, - - - 13 

Burials, - - - 32 

Report of St. J antes'* s Churchy Muncy Creek. 

Caleb Hopkins, Rector. 
Communicants, • - 25 

Baptisms, Adults, - -9 

Infants, ... 49 

Report of St. David'* s Churchy Radnor^ 

S. C. Brinkle, Rector. 

Communicants, (added 7,) • • Total 8 

Baptisms, Adults, • • .8 

Infants, . • . 2_Total 10 

Report of St. John^s Churchy Norristown. 

Bird Wilson, Rector. 
Communicants, added, . . 30 

died, • . 1— Total 54 

Baptisms, Adults, . • • 24 

Infants, . . -. 47— Total 71 
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Marriages, • . . .2 

Funerals, Members, • • • 4 

Strangers, . . . 3 n y 

Report of St. yames^s Churchy Lancaster; St. John^s 

Churchy Pequea; and Christ Churchy LaycocL 

Joseph Clarkson, Rector. 

r Baptisms, Infants, 11 
St. Jameses Church. < Coloured Persons, 2— —13 
(.Burials, 12 

11 

7 18 

1 Burials, • . • 6 

rBaptisms, Infants, 34 

Christ Church. < Adults, 10 41 

(.Burials, 8 

Marriages, 20 

Communicants. 45 



rBaptisms, Infants, 
St. yohn^s.< Adults, 



Report of St. PauPs Churchy Chester; St. Martin^ s^ 
Marcus Hook; and St. Johns'^Sy Concord. 

Jacob M. Douglass* Rector. 
Baptisms, Adults, • • . 11 

Infants, . • • 8 19 

Communicants, • • • ; 72 

Marriages, , . . . • . 15 

Funerals. . . ; . . 88 

Report of St. GabriePs Churchy Amity Township; 
and St. Mary\ Chester County. 

Levi Bull, Rector. 
rCommunicants, 

LBurials. 
rCommunicants, 

ft \ M^rfj\ J fiaptisi»8> Adults, 
St.iMarys.< infants, 

LMarriages. 



126 
2 
9 
5 

80 
13 

22- 



'3S 
13 
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Rep9ri of Trinity Churchy PitUburgh. 

WiLUAH RlGHXOKD, 

Late Minister for a short period. 
Communicants, 30 

Baptisms, Infants, 2S 

Marriages, % 

Burials. 1 

Report of St. Luie^s Churchy Germantovm. 

Charles M« DtrpuT, Rector. 
Communicants, 30 

Baptisms, Adults, 3 

Infante, 24 . 2 7 

Marriages, ^ 4 

Funerals. 6 

Report of Trinity Churchy E<uton. 

John Rodney, Jun. Rector. 
Communicants, added, . . 10 



Removed, 
Present Members, 
Baptisms, In Easton, 

Out of Easton, 
Burials, 



6 

8 
16- 



20 

-24 
2 



Report of St. John^a Church in the Northern Liberties. 

George Boto, Rector. 
CommunicanU, abded, • . H 

Removed, . 10 

Left off the list for non attendance, for 

more than 12 months. 4 

At present attending, . . 88 

Baptisms, Infants, . . ^ 20 

Adults, . . . 2 22 

Marriages, . • . . 9 

Funerals, . . . • • , 6 
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The following resolution was offered by the Rev. Mr. 
Kemper, and laid upon the table. 

In order that the 45th canon of the general convention 
may be carried into fullr effect, it is hereby declared to be 
the duty of the Clergy, to state in their reports to the con- 
vention the number of Adult baptisms, (if any) that have 
been performed by them, and to give an account of the 
Adult and Sunday schools in their congregations. 

Adjourned to 4 o^clock this qfternoon. 

Wednesday, 4 o^clock P. M» Mr. Kemper's resolution 
proposed in the morqing, was called up, and adopted. 

The following resolution was now proposed by the same 
gentlemen, and adopted. 

Resolved, that the deputies from this body, to the general 
convention to sit in this city, on the 16th of the present 
month, are hereby instructed to use their best endeavours 
for. the immediate md permanenjt e,stabU3hment of a-gone- 
ral Theological Seminary; 

But if the plan of such a Seminary^ should be abandoned 
by the general <:onventiou; it shall h^ the duty of the stand- 
ing committee of this diocess, to make the most strenuous 
exertions, wi^ the approbation of tb^ bishop, to raise a fund 
for the support of a Theological professor, and to adopt all 
such measures as shall appear to them espedient, to insure 
V> the Church, a ministry of pious and learned men. : 

The following resolution was offered, by the Rev. Levi 
Bull, and after a long debate was rejected. 

Whereas^ in every well regulated society, those only, 
should be appointed to administer its affairs, who are ac- 
quainted with the principles upon which it is established. 
And whereas^ the officers of the church of Christ, are some- 
times called upon to act in cases, involving great spiritual 
accountability, and affecting the reputation, and b&st inte- 
rests of believers: 
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Therefore, resolved, that it is earnestly recommended to 
all the Churches, represented in this Convention, that in the 
appointments of their representatives, who are to exercise 
any responsible duties^ * they select such persons as have 
complied with the ordinances, and are esteemed for their 
piety and godly life. 

The committee appointed on the subject of the applica- 
tions from the new Congregations, at Muncy Creek, and at 
Huntingdon, reported, that although the papers were in 
some respects informal, they would recomihend that the 
Congregations referred to be received into connection with 
this convention; whereupon on motion, it was resolved that 
St. James's Church, Muncy Creek; and the Church at Hunt- 
ingdon, be received in connexion^ with the Churches, pn 
this Convention. 

The thanks of the Convention, were voted to the Rev. 
Mr. Boyd, for his Sermlon, preached before them. 

On motion, resolved^ that in the opinion of this Conven* 
tion, it is highly desirable that such an alteration of the 
Canons of the General Convention should take place, as 
will make the first examination a requisite for admission as 
a candidate for holy orders. 

The Convention proceeded to the election of the stsinding 
committee, who are to act as a countil of advice, and of 
deputies to the general Convention. 

Upon counting the ballots, the following persons appeared 
to be chosen. 

'^ The words retponnble <Miai, are an amendment of the original reso- 
lution, it atood— any spiritual juriMdiciion^ &g. ' 
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Standing' Committee. 
Clergymen. Laymen. 



Rev. Frederic Beasley, 
James Abercrombie, 
James Wiltbank, 
Jackson Kemper, 
George Boyd^ 



William Tilghman, 
Richard Dale, 
Thomas M^Euen, 
Charles Wheeler, 
John Read. 



Deputies to the General Convention, 
Clergymen. Laymen. 

Rev. Levi Bull, Samuel Sitgreaves, 

Jackson Kemper, William Meredith, 

Bird Wilson, Thomas M*Euen, 

George Boyd. Waltt** Kerr. 

The following resolution was offered by the Rev. Mr. 
Boyd, and adopted. 

Resolved, th^t this Convention highly approve the de- 
sign referred to, in the Bishop^s Address, of the establish- 
ment of a general society, for foreign and domestic mis- 
sions; and hope that such an institution, will be formed by 
the general Convention. 

Adjourned. 
GEORGE BOY'D, Secretary. 

The following Clergymen entitled to seats did not attend 
this meeting of the Convention. 



Rev. Robert Blackwell^ 
Robert Ayres, 
Francis Reno, 
JohnV. E. Thorn, 
Caleb Hopkins. 



Slator Clay, 
John Taylor, 
Charles G. Snowden, 
Elijah G. Plumb. 
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Jlmoufit of Episctypate Fund in United States, six per tnU 

stock. 

No. 1612 of 181S, dated 20Ui October, 181$ - - 860 00 

491 1813, 16th June, 1814 - - 869 14 

836 1814, 30th May, 1816 • - 609 62 

4612 1813, SdJuly, 1816 - - W 20 

678 1813, 7th October, 1815 - - S6 87 

1399 1813, nth March, 1816 - - 36 86 

M94 1813, 7th May, 1816 - - 602 07 



1778 1813, 30lhJuly, 1816 

6460 1813» 30th Nov. 1816 



42^^ 



2207 1813, 15th March, 1817 - - 47 49 

2236 1813, 12th April, 1817 - - 49 24 

S292 1813, 15th May, 1817 - - 663 58 

47 1813, 2SdJuly, 1817 - - 71 69 

1011 1813, 7th May, • 1818 - - 683 47 

1324 1813, 13th Aagost, 1818 - - 96 99 

747 1813, nth Dec. 1818 - - 70 27 

872 1813, nth March, 1819 - - 69 68 

2196 1813, 4th May, 1819 - - 72 00 

276 1812, 2l8tMay, 1819 - - 264 96 

1113 1813, 6th August, 1819 - - 76 08 

1S14 1813, 2nd Dec. 1819 - - 82 76 

S168 1813, 6th April, 1820 - - 77 85 

2nd May, 1820 - - 407 08 



2 5806 64 
F. F. GLENTWOBTH 



PfciIfldeIj)fcia,Jifo!r 2nd, 1820. 
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JOURNAL, &c. 



May Ut^ 1821, 5 oWock^ P. M. 

This being the day appointed by the Constitution of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the state of Pennsylvania, for 
the meeting of the Annual Convention, the Rt. Rev. William 
White, D. D. Bishop of the diocess, with the following Cler- 
gymen, and Lay Deputies, attended in St. James's Church, 
in the city of Philadelphia. 

KAIIES OF CLERGYMEN PRESENT. 



Rev. Frederick Beasley, 
James Wiltbank, 

Jackson Kemper, 
George Boyd, 
George Sheets, 
Charles M. Dupuy, 
Wm. A. Muhlenberg, 
John Rodney, jr. 



{Provost of the University 
of Pennsylvania. 
r Master of the Granmiar 

< School in the University of 
(.Pennsylvania. ^ 

r Assistant Minister of Ch^st 

< Church, St. Peter's an«^ St. 
(.James's, Philadelphia 

{Rcctorof St. John^ Church 
in the Northern liberties. 
r Rector of inmty Church, 

< Oxford, an^ AH Saints, Low- 
(.er Dublin* 

{R^tor of St. Luke's 
CAurch, Germantown. 

^ Associate Rector of St. 
<{ James's, Lancaster, and St. 
t Jphn's, Pequa. 

{Rector of .Trinity Chiurch, 
EastoD. 
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Samuel €• BrinUe, 
Manning B. Roche, 

Bird Wilson^ 



5 Rector of St. David's, Rad- 
( nor, and St. John's, Concord. 

{Rector of Trinity Church, 
Soutiiwark. 
r Rector of St. John's Church, 
^ < Norristown, and St. Tho- 
Imas's, White Marsh. 



NAMES or LAY DELEGATES. 



Thomas Ryerson, 
David Marshall, jr. 
Thomas Robinson, 

James Bean, '^ 
Edward D. Corfield, 

George Douglass, 

WiUiamS. Coxe, 

John Colder, 

John Yeates, 
, Barton Henderson, 

Thomas H. White, 

Jo^ Miller, jr. 
. W^illKm Meredith, 

ThpmaKM'Euen, 
John Reat. 

Walter Ke: 

Jesse Bean, 

John Mathews, ^ 
John Claxton, 

Ebenezer Bowman, 



^N 



1 



ifj St. Martin's Church, Mar- 
cus Hook. 




}St. John's, Northern Liber- 
ties. 

{St. Gabriel's, Amity Town, 
ship, Berks County. 

Trinity Church, Easton. 

{Trinity Church, South 
Marsh. 

1 St. John's, Pequa. 

{Christ Church, Philaddtj^i 
phia. 
-> St. Peter's Church, Phila- 
5 delphia. 

*> St. James's Church, Phila- 
5 delphia. 

St. Peter's, Great Valley. 
St. James's, Perkiomen. 

St. Paul's, Philadelphia. 

St. Stephen's, Wilkesbarre. 



The Convention being thus assembled, proceeded to elect 
a Secretary, when the Rev. George Boyd was chosen. 
The names of the Clergymen entitled to seats in the Con- 
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vention being called over, in compliance with the 15th article 
of the general regulations^ the following persons were absent 
Hi,. ,p«,ph Pil„o„, D. D. \J^^y -echy otPhi. 

R<*. BUckweU, p. D. {J^""^""''"'- 
ei X r-1 * ^ Rector of St. James's, Per- 

Residing in Philadelphia* 
r ^ Associate Rector of St. 



Josef^h Turner, 
Joseph Clarkson, 



J James's, Lancaster, St. John's 
J Pcqua, and Rector of 'Christ 
t.Church, Leacock. 

r Rector of St. Gabriel's, 

t' Berks County, St, Mary's, 
Chester County, and Bangor 
Church, Churchtown. 
"Residing in Brownsville. 
C V Officiating in the Counties 
i of* Beaver and Alleghany. 

Residing in Pittsburgh. 

T Rector of St. James's 
I Church, Money Creek, Ly- 
< coming County, and St. Ga- 
I briel's Church, Sugar Loaf, 
L.Columbia County. 

JResidingnear Philadelphia. . 

f Rector of the Churches in 

< Huntingdon and Shurleys- 
(.burgh, Huntingdon County. 

C Rector of the Church in 

< Carlisle. 

The following Lay Deputiei, appointed J3y their respective 
Churches, were absent: 



Levi Bull, 

itobert Ayres, 
Francis Reno, 
John Taylor, ' 

Caleb Hopkins, 

James Montgomery, 
Charles G. Snowden, 

George H. Woodruff, 



Joseph S. Riley, 



[ St. John's Church, North- 
lem Liberties. 



* The Rev. Dr. Pilmore has lately resigned the Rectorship of 
St. Paul's .Church, in this city, oji account <jf the iniirrttities of age. 
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John Dolby, 
Samuel Sitgreaves, 

Thomas T. Stiles, 
George Gardiner, 

William Tilghmaa 
Henry Pratt, 

William Philips, 

Richard Dale, 

Cromwell Pearte, 
William Casselben 
Henry Hollin^woi 

William R. Smith 
at Huntingdon, but 
had adjourned. 

On motion of IM 
order adopted by 
which the business 
except so far as tl 
widi* 

On motion, Re>. 
meet again at St. J 
oVlock. — Adjourn 

Su yames's CI 

Convention met. 

Rev. Levi Bull, ar 

Sheets. 

The minutes of 
The following s 

Lay Deputies, wh< 



Trinity Church, Easton. 

Trinitv Church. Sontk* 
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Joseph AshtoB, 
'Nathaniel Lewis, 

James Stokes, 
Thomas Armat, 
John M. Price,' 
Jonathan Clift, 
Abraham Duffield, 

Philip SheaS; 
John Hunter, 

John M*Elroy, 
John Harrisson, 

Edward Coleman, 
J-evi Pawling, 
Mathias Holstein, 
David St. Claire, 

John Peirce, jr. 
Isaac Arment, 



> All Saints, Lower Dublin. 

1 St. Luke's Church, (Ber- 
I manto¥m. 

I vTrinity Church, Oxford. 

X Su David's, Radnor. 

> St. James's, the Greater 
yliristol. 

St. James's, Lancaster. 
i St. John's^ N^rristown.. 

^ ' St. John's, Concord. 



The names of the Clergymen and Lay Deputies being call- 
ed over, the following persons were present. 

NAMES OF CLERCYMEN PRESENT. 



Rt. Rev. Wm. White, D. D. 

Rev. Jas. Abercrombie, D. D. 
Fredk. Beasley, D. D. 
Levi Bull, 
Jackson Kemper, 
George Boyd, 
George Sheets, . . 



James Montgomery, 
Charles M. Dupuy, 
Wm. A. Muhlenberg, 
John Rodney, jr. 
Samuel C. Brinkle, 
Bird Wilson, 
Manning B, Rocht. 



NAMES OF THS LAY DEPUTIES PRESENT. 



Thomas Ryerson, 
, David ^Marshall, jr. 
Thomas Robinson, 
James Bean, 



Edward D. Corfield, 
George Douglass, 
William S. Coxe, 
John Colder, . 
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Thomas T. Stiles, 
George Gardiner, 
John Teates, 
Barton Henderson, 
Thomas H. White, 
Henry Pratt, 
John Miller, jr. 
William Meredith, \. 
WiUiam Philips, /^ 
Thomas M^Euen, .. 
John Read, 
Richard Dale, 
Walter Kerr, 
Jesse Bean, 
John Mathews, 
John Claxton, 
Henry Hollingsworth, 
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Ebenezer Bowman, 
Joseph Ashton, 
Nathaniel Lewis, 
John M. Priee, 
Jonathan Clift, 
Abraham Duffield, 
Philip Sheaff, 
John Hmiter, 
John M'Elroy, 
John Harri,s|R>n', 
Edward Coleman, 
;-Levi PawUn|j, 
Mathias Holstdn, 
Daniel St. Clait,-* 
John Peirce, jr. " . 
Isaac Arment, 



In compliance with the 45th canon of the General Conven- 
tion, the Rt. Rev. Bishop White delivered the following ad- 
dress. 

Brethren, the Clergy and the Lay Deputies of this 
Convention, 

On the 5th of June last, I preached and confirmed in Wil- 
mington, in the state of Delaware. In the afternoon and the 
evening of the same day, I preached twice in the church in 
Newcastle, in the same state; and, the next day, I preached 
and confirmed in St. John's church, New-London, in Chester 
county, in this state. On the 28th of July, I preached and 
confirmed in St. David's church, Radnor, Chester county. 
October 15th, I preached in St. James's church, in the city 
of Lancaster; and on the same day I consecrated the said 
diurch, erected on the site of a former church. On the next 
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day I held a confirmation in the same, and ordained to the 
priesthood the Rev. Charles G. Snowden. On the next day, 
I held a confirmation in Christ church, Leacock township, 
of ihe same county; and on the next, I did the same in Su 
Jolin'^ church, Pequa, in the same county. 

' On the 29th of the same month, I preached in and conse- 
crated Trinity church, in the borough of Easton, and admi- 
nistered the holy office of confirmation. And on the next 
day, I ordained to the offiife of prie^ the Rev. John Rodney, 
the rector of the said church>/ 

Besides ^e ordinations already noticed, on the 8th day of 
June, I ordained to the holy office of priests, the Rev. Samu- 
el C. Brinkle, and to the feoly office of deacons, Charles P. 
M*Ilvainc. And on the 24th day of December, I ordained 
to the holy office of priests,' tfae'-Rev« Manning B. Roche. 

During the last year, there have been entered as candidates 
for the ministry, Mr. Henry Mason, Mr. J. R. Goodman, 
and Mr. Matthew Matthews. 

The number confirmed, within the last year, is 218. 

The Rev. Jacob M. Douglas has removed from this dio- 
cess to that of Jersey. The Rev. George Woodruff, late of 
'Ae diocess of New Jersey, has lately taken charge of the 
church in Carlisle. The Rev. Charles P. M'llvaine, soon 
after his ordination, removed to the diocess of Maryland. 
Since the last convention, the Rev. Charles Snowden has re- 
moved from his former connexion, to Huntingdon on the 
Juniata. 

It is painful to me to record, that within these few days, 
I have received information of the decease of the Rev. 
Elijah G. Plumb, of Northumberland. 

On the 25th of last month, I laid the comer stone of a new 
church in Southwark, to be Jtnown by the name of Trinity 
•hurch. 

It is much to be regretted, that the society for the ad- 

B , .. 
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vancement of Christianity has materially felt the pressure of 
the times. They however persevere to the extent of the 
encouragement bestowed. In the ensuing season, then* exer- 
tions will be on a smaller scale than heretofore; but the hope 
is cherished, that there will not be abandoned this charitable 
expedient for the sending of occasional aid to vicinities, in 
which the members of our communion are too few or too 
poor to provide for a settled ministry among themselves. 

In the address at the. last annual convention, Aere was 
mentioned a digested scheme of a missionary society, to ex* 
tend over the American union. Such a scheme was acc^d- 
ingly proposed, and adopted by J^ general cc^vention; but 
in consequence of an irregularity in enacting, it h^ not 
hitherto been possible to carry the design into effect. It has 
been an unfortunate result, thait the missionary society which 
had existed in this city for a few years, has been dormant, 
under the expectation of another on a more enlarged plan. 

Our Prayer Book society have their stereo-type still ki 
operation, but are obliged to a temporary suspension of gra- 
tuitous distribution; and for a while to confer no fufther be- 
nefit, than the furnishing of the book at a very low priee. 

Our Sunday schools continue their beneficial operatiea. 
We may hope that it will be more and more felt; and that 
there will be an honourable emulation among difierent reU- 
gious societies, in regard to the mass of good to be respec- 
tively achieved by them. On this ground, they may all cul- 
tivate esteem for one another. But in our church it is essen* 
tial to this object, that there should be excluded all exterior 
influence: which, instead of producing liberality, as is imagine 
ed by some, is sure to lead to contention, having never been 
attempted, without the exaction of our yielding some of the 
properties of our system, conceived of by us as important. 

The Female Tract Society have not relaxed either in tiieir 
exertions or in their usefulness; and die interest which has 
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beeh taktn m tbede small productions, may reasonably he 
considered as evidence of the merits of their selections. 

It ought to be considered as evidencing an interest taken 
in the future comfort of the families of the clergy of this 
diocess, when there is again mentioned to them the growth 
of the fund in which an annuity may be purchased; although 
it is a benefit of which very few avail themselves* 

That very important institution, the Bible society, has suf- . 
fered, like every other, from the decay of trade. It is men* 
tioned, that there may be continued and increased, the inter- 
est which the members of our communion have taken in its 
concerns. ,. 

Since our last assembling", the theological school, at first 
located in New York, has been transferred to New Haven. 
There is a board of agents iti:^^is city, for the furthering of 
the designs of that important seminary. Thky propose soon 
to begin the work of soliciting contributions for its endow- 
ment* It ought to be presumed, that all the members of this 
body will bestow their best endeavours, for the accomplish- 
ing of what the collective wisdom of the church has judged 
the best expedient for the attaining of an object, which must 
meet the wishes of us all. 

To. the members of convention, now assembled, both 
clerical and lay, the enumerated institutions may be proposed, 
as means of extending the kingdom of God on earth. But 
to give them effect, there must be from the clergy the faith* 
ful administration, and on the part of the laity a due attend- 
ance on those ordinances, which constitute and continue us 
the subjects of that kingdom, and are its appointed seals. 
Even this will be insufiicient to give to our exertions any con- 
siderable eifect, independently on a suitable life and convek*- 
sation; without which, there cannot be sufficient evidence of 
an interesting of the affections, in a cause possessed of so 
inadequate an influence over its patrons. 

May 2, 1801. WM. WHITE. 
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On motion of the Rev. Mr. KemftT'^Sesohedj That St. 
Stephen's Church, in the town of Wilkesbarre, be received 
into connection with the Churches represented in thfs con- 
vention. ' 

The Rev. Mr. Kemper, Secretary of the Standing Com- 
mittee, in compliance with one of the rules of this churchy 
read the minutes of the proceedings of that body during the 
last year. 

The following communication was received from the rec- 
tor, wardens, and vestry of Trinity Church, Southwark, and 
read. 

To all to whom these presents shall come: 

We the undersigned, do certify, that, a number of the in- 
> habitants of the district of Southwark, in the county of Phi- 
ladelphia, have for some time associated themselves for the 
purpose of erecting a Protestant Episcopal Church, in the 
said district, and have regularly assembled for the purpose 
of worship, according to the doctrines* and discipline of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church. 

We do therefore desire that the said congregation, now 
known by the name of Trinity Church, be admitted into the 
Convention of the diocess of Pennsylvania. 

M. B. ROCHE, Rector of said Church. 

THOMAS T. STILES.?,, _ 
JOHN COLDER, 5 ^^^^y- 

Attest, George Gardiner, Acting Warden. 

Whereupon on motion of Mr. Meredith — Resolved^ That 
Trinty Church, lately organized in the district of South- 
wark, be admitted into connection with the churches repre- 
sented in this convention. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Montgomery — Resolved^ That 
a committee of three be appointed to devise a plan for the 
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future admission of churches into the union of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church in the state of Pennsylvania. 

Whereupon the following persons were appointed by the 
Bishop. 

Rev. Mr. Montgomery, Rev. Mr. Sheets, Fredk. Beasley, 
D. D. 

The following communication having been received from 
the Rev. John C. Rudd, Assistant Secretary of the General 
Convention, was read. 

At a meeting of the general convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal churchy held in St. James^ churchy Philadelphia^ 
in the month of May^ 1820, 

Richard Harris80n,esq. offered the following resolution and 
proposed alteration of the constitution, which resolution was 
adopted, and sent to the house of bishops. 

Resolved^ That it be made known to the several state con- 
ventions of this church, that it is proposed to consider at the 
next general convention, and if deemed expedient, finally to 
ratify, the following alterations of the first article of the con- 
stitution: By striking out so much of the first article as re- 
lates to the time of holding the general convention, and by 
inserting, after the words " United States of America," in 
the said article, the words " at such time in every third year, 
and;" — and further, by inserting after the word " convention," 
the following clause; ^^ and in case there shall be an epidemic 
disease, or any other good cause to render it necessary to 
alter the place fixed on for any such meeting of the conven- 
tion, the presiding bishop shall have it in his power to appoint 
another convenient place, (as near as may be to the place fixed 
on) for the holding of such convention." 

Extract from the Journal. 

John C. Rudd, Assistant Secretary. 
House of Clerical and Lay Deputies. 
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Adjoumed tx> meet at 4 o'clock^ P^ M * 

Wednesday^ 4 o^clocAj P. M, 
The parochial reports of the Clergy were called for and 
read. 

Parochial RepOTt-^Trinity Churchy Easton, 

John Rodney, Jun. Rector. 
The number of Communicants at present, is 28, 8 of whom 
have been added since the last convention. 

13 Baptisms have been performed, 10 children and 2 adults. 
Marriages, 2 

Deaths, 4 

The congregation at Easton, is prosperous. Within the 
last year, they have completed a fine church at a cost in* 
eluding the ground, of about 5,000 dollars. There is now a 
flourishing Sunday School attached to it. The school consists 
of 125 scholars of both sexes, under the instruction of 12 fe- 
male and 8 male teachers. 

SU ljavid*9y Radnor. 
Baptisms, (adults) 5 

Communicants, 16 

Burials unknown, 

St. John^Sy Concord. 
Bapt^ms none. 

Communicants, 16 

Burials, 9 

S. C. Brinckle. 
In the first of these churches, is a Sunday School contain- 
ing between 40 and SO children. S. C. B. 

Report of Christ Churchy St. Peter^s^ and St. James's^ Phi^ 

ladelphia. 
Baptisms, (1 adult,) 115 

Burials, 122 

Communicants, about 425 
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St. yames*s Churchy Lancaster/ 

Joseph Clarkson, 1 Rectors 

Wm. Augustus Muhlenberg, J 
Baptisms, (of which 4 were adults,) Si 
Marriages, 20 

Communicants, 35 

Burials, 9 

A new and elegant church, erected on the site of the old 
church, was completed in October last, and consecrated by 
the Bishop. 

A Sunday School House, will soon be finished* 

St. yohn\ Pequa. 

Joseph Clarksok, X r t 

Wm. Augustus A{vhl£nberc!^,5 ^^ ^^^^ 
9aptispi8, (r adults,) 31 

Burials, 7 

Communicants, 20 

Christ Churchj Leaceck^ 

Joseph Clarkson, Rector. 
Baptisms, (12 adults,) 45 

Burials, 5 

Commimicants, IQ 

Report of St. Luke*s Churchy Germantown. 

Charles Meredith Duput, Rector. 
Baptisms, 5 

Communicants, S3 

Removed, 7 

Marriages, 2 

Funerals,* 4 

A Sunday School is attached to this church, which was 
formed in August, 1818. It consists of about seventy scho- 
lars, forty of their number are Catechumens. 
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Report to the State Convention in May 1821,/rom St. JohrCa 
Churchy Norristown. 

Bird Wilson, Rector. 
Baptisms, (adults,) 7 

Children, " 11 18 

Marriages, 3 

Funerals, ' 1 1 

Communicants, 

Nunber at last Convention, 54 
Added since, 17 

Died, 2 

Removed from the neighbour- 
hood, 8 

Present Number, 61 

The Sunday School of this church, is in a good condition. 
Fifty pupils are on the roll; and about forty usually attend, 
who are under the care of nine ladies belonging to the con- 
gregation. Attention to it is increasing. 

Returns from St. Thomases Churchy Whitemarsh. 

Bird Wilson, Rector. 
Marriages, 1 

Communicants, 

At last Report, 5 

Removed, 5 

Added, 4 

Present Number, 8 

St. Johres Church, N. L. 

Georse Boyd, Rector. 
Communicants, 1£4 

Baptises, 31 

Adults, 4 

Infants, 28 

Marriages, 9 
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There are two Sunday Schools, attached to this church, 
one for boys, the other for- girls, both of which are in a 
flourishing condition — about. 160 children are regularly re- 
ceiving the benefits of instruction. 

Report of SaptismSy Marriages^ 8cc. of the Congregation of 
St. Mary^s Churchy Cheatef tlounty^ Penney IvaniOj from 
jMay lS20y to May IB21. ; / 

Levi Bull, Rector* 
Baptisms, adults, 7 

Children, 18 

Marriages, 22 

Communicants^^ 84 

Funerals, not ascertained. 

Report of St. Gabriel^ Churchy Berks County. 

Levi Bull, Rector. 
Communicants, 126 

Maniages, 1 

Baptisms, 20 

Funends, 6 

Report of Trinity y and All Sainfs Church. 

Geo&ge Sheets, Rector. 
Communicants, SS 

Baptisms, * 11 

Marriages, 9 

Burials, 26 

Report of Bangor Churchy Churchtown. 

Levi Bull, Rector. 
Communicants, 35 

Marriages, O 

Baptisms, 10 

Funerals, not ascertained, 
c 
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Attached to Bangor Church, is a Sunday School, consist- 
ing of about 140 pupils, in a flourishing state. 

Report from St. JameB^a Churchy the greater Bristol. 

J. M. Elroy, Warden. 
Communicants, 150 

Removed, ^ 2 

Died, 3 

Baptisms, 8 

Burials, '23 

There are three Sunday Schools attached to this Church, 
contsuning between two and three hundred children, in ^ 
flourishing state. 

Report from the Records of the Protestant Episcopal Churchy 
in Huntingdon^ Huntingdon County^ for the prectding 
year. 

Charles G. Snowden, Rector. 
Baptisms, 7 Adults, and 34 Children, 

Communicants, 18 

Deaths, 3 Adults, and 3 Children. 
Marriages, 1 

Report from the Protestant Episcopal Church in the neigh- 
bourhood of Shurleysberg^ Huntingdon County^ for thepre* 
ceding year. 

Charles G. Snowden, Rector. 
Baptisms, 8 

Deaths, 

Communicants, 4 

Marriages, 1 

Report from the Protestant Episcopal Churchy at Water street^ 
Huntingdon County ^ for the preceding year. 

Charles G. Snowden, Rector. 
Baptisms, 2 

Deaths, 1 
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Communicants not known, the Sacrament of the Lord's 
supper never having been administered. 

Marriages, 2 

The following is a report of the state of the congregations 
under my care, and of the vacant congregations within the 
circle of my acquaintance, as far as I am able to give it. 

Report from St. Jameses Churchy Money Creek^ Lycoming 
County^ Pennsylvania^ 

Caleb Hopcins, Rector. 
Communicants, 45 f[t being, I think three times 

the number I returned last year. 
Baptisms, adults, 11 

Do. Infants, 25 

Funerals, none. 

Marriages, none. 

Report from St. GabriePs Churchy Sugarloaf Columbia Coun- 
ty ^ Pennsylvania. 

Caleb Hopkins, Rector. 

Communicants, S2 

Baptisms, adult's, none. 

Do. Infants, 7 

Marriages, 2 

The congregation of Christ Church, Turbet, or Milton be- 
ing without a pastor, I visited it last autumn and adminis- 
tered the holy supper to (I think) seventeen persons, and 
baptized several Children. 

The congregations of Christ's Church, Derrys, and St. 
Paul's Church, Fishing Creek, now Bloom, being without 
Pastors, I supply them on weekdays statedly, for a small 
compensation by a late engagement. 
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The congregation of St; Mary's Church, Niscopec, stiU 
exists, like a little plant growing amongst thorns and thistles. 
This I also visit occasionally, but it is too far from me to do 
it often. 

On motion, Resolvedy That the Convention proceed to the 
election of a Treasurer. 

On counting the votes, John Read, was declared to be una- 
nimously chosen. 

The committee to whom was referred the subject of devi- 
sing a plan for the future admission of .churches into the con- 
nection of this Convention, reported as follows: 

The committee to whom was referred the subject of pre- 
paring a plan for the admission of congregaUons into the 
church of this state, beg leave to recommend to'the conven- 
tion, the adoption of the following canon. 

To entitle a congregation to admission into the Protestant 
Episcopal church of the state of Pennsylvania, it shall here- 
after be required, that the congregation requesting to be ad- 
mitted, shall exhibit to the convention the original, or a certi- 
fied copy, of their articles of association, or charter of incor- 
poration, as the case may be; and it shall appear therein, that 
such congregation accedes to the constitution, canons, doc- 
trine, discipline and worship of the said church, and of the 
Protestant Episcopal church in the United States. And fur- 
ther, that the said charter or act of association has been duly 
submitted to the bishop and standing committee, or in case of 
a vacancy in the episcopate, to the standing committee, and 
approved, as recommended by existing regulations. And if 
their approbation be withheld, they shall report to the con- 
vention the charter or articles of association, with the reasons 
of their disapprobation, for its final decision in the case. 

The following resolution was offered by Mr. Meredith, 
and adopted. 

Resolved, that a committee be appointed to consider the 
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expediency of applying to the civil authority for a Charter 
of Incorporation of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the 
state of Pennsylvania — ^and should they deem it expedient, to 
prepare a draught of the same and submit it to the Bishop 
and Standing Committee for their approbation, and to report 
to the next convention^ 

Mr. Meredith, Rev. Dr. Beasley, and the Rev. Bird Wil- 
son were appointed on this committee. 

On motion. Resolved^ That the Convention now proceed to 
the election of a Standing Committee and Council of Advice. 

Upon counting the votes, the following persons were de- 
clared to have been duly elected. 

CLERICAL MEMBERS. LAY MEMBERS. 

Rev. Fredk. Beasley, D. D. William Tilghman, 

James Abercrombie, Richard Dale, 

James Wiltbank, Thomas M^Euen, 

Jackson Kemper, John Read,> 

George Boyd. Henry Hollingsworth. 

On motion, Resolved^ That the next meetidg of this Con- 
vention be held in St. Peter's Church, in the city of Philadel- 
phia. 

On motion. Resolved^ That the thanks of this Convention 
be returned to the Rev. Mr. Sheets, for his sermon delivered 
at its opening. 

On motion, Resolved^ that a committee be appointed to 
publish the Constitution, Canons and Regulations of the 
Church in this state, and to distribute them among the 
Churches. 

The Bishop appointed the following persons: 

Rev. Jackson Kemper, John Read, and the Rev. George 
Boyd. 

On motion. Resolved^ That the Convention now proceed to 
the election of' Delegates to attend the next meeting of the 
Genera] Convention. 

The following persons were chosen: 
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CLERGYMEN. LAYMEK. 

Rf V. Frcdk. Beasley, D. D. Thomas M*Euen, 

Jackson Kemper, William Meredith, 

Bird Wilson. Walter Kerr. 

George Bojrd, Levi Pawling. 

On motion. Resolved^ That a. committee be appointed to 
print the Journal of this Coavention, and that they be au- 
thorized to add the Canons of the last General Convention. 

The following persons were appointed by the Bishop. 

Rev. Jackson Kemper, Rev. George Boyd, Rev. Mr. Du- 

puy- 

The following resolution was offered by the Rev. Mr. 
Boyd, and adopted. 

Whereas the Rt. Rev. Bishop White in his address to the 
Convention delivered this day, expresses himself unreserved- 
ly upon the subject of those measures which were adopted by 
die late General Convention, in relation to the subject of 
theological education, Therefore Resolved^ That this Con- 
vention concur with the Rt. Rev. Bishop White in the senti- 
ments which he has expressed. 

Adjourned. 

Note. — After the adjournment of the Convention, a let- 
ter was received from Salmon Bosworth in the name of the 
congregation at Pike, Bradford county, apologizing in con- 
sequence of the distance, for not sending delegates to this 
Convention. 



The Trustees of the Episcopate Fund for the Dtocess of 

Pennsylvania^ appointed by a resolution of the Standing 

Cpmmittee of the 7th day of June lasty beg leave to report-^ 

That at the time of their appointment, there was standing 

in the name of the late Trustees of that fund, five thousand, 

eight hundred and seven dollars and four cents, United States 
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six pep cent, stock; which, in pursuance of the before mention- 
ed resolution, has ^een transferred to the present Trustees, 
and now stands in their names on the books of the Treasury 
of the United States. TTiat since that period, the present 
Trustees have received the dividends on the said stock to the 
first instant, and have invested the same together with twen- 
ty dollars received from St. John's Church in the Northern 
Liberties, in the like manner in six per cent, stock. The pro- 
ceeds of this sum, with former investments, make together 
six thousand one hundred and fifty-two dollars and sixty-one 
cents^ which comprises the whole amount of stock belonging 
at this time to the Episcopate fund. 

The Trustees have annexed Ian account, which shows the 
dividends on stock received since their appointment, and the 
manner in which the dividends as they were severally receiv- 
ed, have been invested.- 

JOHN READ. -) 

THOMAS M'EUEN. I Trustees. 



April 25^1821. 



RICHARD DALE. J 



Bought by order of John Ready esq. Treasurer of the Bishop 

Fund. 

1820. 



Augusts. 281 S8 

Oct. 18. 81 96 

1821. 

Jan. 12. 82 52 


6 per cent 10 m. at 
do. 

do. 
6 per cent, ef 1814, 10 m. 


107 per cent. 

107 3-4 

108 1-2 
110 


3S87 08 

88 31 

89 54 

., . 964 93 


245 86 
April 17. 100 71 


lio 78 



S346 57 2375 71 

Transferred to John Read, Thomas M^Euen, and Richard Dale, in trust. 
Received payment at the time of the purchase. 

Signed, M*Eu£N» Hale & Davidson. 
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CANONS 

PASSED IN GENERAL jCQNVENTtON IN 1820. 



CANON 1. 

Repeating apart oftheforty-ffth Canon passed in 1808. 

That part of the forty-fifth Canon which requires the Epis- 
copal addresses inserted on the journal of each state or dio- 
cesan convention, to be read in the house of clerical and lay 
deputies in General Convention, is hereby repealed.- 

CANON II. 

Repealing thefrst Canon^ passed m 1 81 7. 
The principal object contemplated by the first canon pas- 
sed in general convention in the year 1817, having been ac- 
complished by the election and consecration of a bishop for 
the diocess of Ohio, the said canon is hereby repealed. 

CANON III. 

Concerning Pastoral Letters. 

Whereas, there is reason to fear that the pastoral letters 
issued froih time to time by the House of Bishops, and ad- 
dressed to the members of the Episcopal church, fail of 
their intended effect for want of sufficient publicity: It is 
hereby made the duty of every clergyman having a pastoral 
charge, when any such letter is published, to read the same 
to his congregation on some occasion of public worship. 

CANON IV. 

In addition to the seventeenth Canon^ passed in 1808. 
In the case of a minister of some other denomination of 
christians applying for holy orders in this church, the stan- 
ding committee may receive testimonials of his piety, good 
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morals, and orderly conduct from twelve members of the 
•denominsition from which he came; provided the members 
of the committee have such confidence in the persons thus 
testifying, as to satisfy them of the correctness of the tesU- 
mony; and also a testimonial to the same effect from at least 
one clergyman of the Protestant Episcopal church. 

CANON V. 

Amending the seventeenth Canon passed in 1808, 
When any person, not a citizen of the United States, who 
has officiated as a minister among any other denomination 
of Christians, shall apply for orders in this church, the Bish- 
op, to whom application is made, shall require of him Qin 
addition to the qualifications made necessary by the seven- 
teenth Canon,) satisfactory evidence that he has resided at 
least one year in the United States, previous to his applica- 
tion. 

CANON VI. 
Ofthe consecration of bishops during the recess of the General 
Convention. 
If, during the recess ofthe general convention, the Church 
in any state or diocess should be desirous of the consecra- 
tion of a bishop elect, the standing committee of the church 
in such state or diocess may, by their president or by some 
person or persons specially appointed, communicate the de- 
sire to the standing committees of the churches in the differ- 
ent states together with copies of the necessary testimonials; 
and if the major number of the standing committees shall 
consent to the proposed consecration, the standing commit- 
tee of the state or diocess concerned shall forward the evi- 
dence of such consent, together with other testimonials, to 
the presiding bishop of the house of bishops, who shall com- 
municate the same to all the bishops in this church in the 
United States; and if a majority of the bishops should con* 
sent to the consecration, the presiding tfi^hop with any - two 
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bishopsy may proceed to perform the same; or any three 
bbhops to whom he may communicate the testimonials. 

The evidence of the consent of the different standing com- 
mittees shall be in the form prescribed for the house of clerical 
and lay deputies in general convention; and without the afore- 
said requisites, no consecration shall take place during the 
recess ^of the general convention.— -But in case the election of 
a bishop shall take place within a year before the meeting of 
the general convention, all matters relative to the consecra- 
tion shall be deferred until the said meeting: 

The fifth canon is hereby repealed. 

CANON VII. 

To govern in the case of a minister declaring that he will no 
longer be a minister of the Church. 

If any minister of this Church shall declare to the bishop 
of the diocess to which he belongs, or to any Ecclesiastical 
authority for the trial of clergymen, or, where there is no 
bishop, to the standing committee, his renunciation of the 
ministry, and his design not to officiate in future in any of 
the offices thereof; it shall be the duty of the bishop, or 
where there is no bishop, of the standing committee, to re- 
cord the declaration so made. And it shall be the duty of 
the bishop to admonish, or to suspend him, or to displace 
him from his grade in the ministry, and to pronounce and 
record, in the presence of two or three clerymen, that the 
person, so declaring, has been admonished, or suspended, or 
displaced from his grade in the ministry in this Church* In 
any diocess, in which there is no bishop, the same sentence 
may be pronounced by the bishop of any other diocess, in- 
vited by the standing committe to attend for that purpose. 
In the case of displacing from the ministry, as above provi- 
ded for, it shall be the duty of the bishop to give notice 
thereof to every bishop of this Church, and to the standing 
committee in every diocess, wherein there is no bishop. 
The second canon of 1817 is hereby repealed. 
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CANON VIII. 

Concerning candidates for orders. 

In addition to the testimonials produced by a person wish- 
ing to become a candidate for holy orders as prescribed by 
the seventh canon, he must lay before the standing commit- 
tee a satisfactory diploma, or certificate from the instruc- 
tors of some approved literary institution, or a certificate 
from two presbyters appointed by the ecclesiastical autho- 
rity of the diocess to examine him, of his possessing such 
academical learning as may enable him to enter advan- 
tageously on a course of theology. 

When a person applying to be admitted a candidate, wish- 
es the knowledge of the Latio and Greek languages, and 
other branches of learning apt strictly ecclesiastical to be 
dispensed with, the standing committee shall not recommend 
him as a can4idate until he has laid before them a testimo- 
nial signed by at least two Presbyters of the church, stating 
that in their opinion he possesses extraordinary strength of 
natural understanding, a peculiar aptitude to teach, and a 
large share of prudence. 

Done in General Convention, in the city of Philadelphia, 
in the year of our Lord, 1820. 

By order of the House of Bishops. 

WILLIAM WHITE, 

Presiding 9isiiop* 
Attested^ 

Wm. Augustus Muhlenberg, Secretary. 

By order of the House of Clerical and Lay Deputies. 

WILLIAM H. WILMER, President. 

Attested. 
AsnBEL Baldwin, Secretary. 
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CLERGY. 



At Rev. Bishop White, D. D. Rev. 
Rev. James Abercrombie, D. D« 

— BeDJamin Allen^ . — — 

— Frederick Bcasley, D. D. - 
■ ' Greorgc Boyd, 
-^ — Samuel C. Brinckle, 

Levi Bull, 

Jehu C. Clay, 

Charles M. Dupuy, 

< Caleb Hopkins; - 
^ Joseph Jaquett, 



Jackson Kemper, 
James Montgomery, 
Richard U. Morgan, 
William A. Muhlenberg, 
John Rodney, 
Manning B. Roche, 
GeQi:ge B, Schaeffery 
George Sheets, 
William Thompson, 
James Wiltbank.* 



LAY DELEOATES. 



Thomas H.White, 
Daniel Smith, 
William Meredith, 
Richard Dale^ 
John Bead, 
William Tilghmaii, 
John Matthews, 
John Claxon, 
Henry Hollingsworth, 
Daniel H. Miller, 
Charles Wheeler* 
John D. Greorge, 
Richard Peters, 
Richard Rundle, 
Joseph Ingersoll, . 
Thomas Ryerson* 
Thomas Robinson, 
Benjamin F. Johnson, 
John M'Elrov, 
William F. Swift, 
Thomas Ross, 



JohnPeirce, jun. 
William Eldred, 
John Dolby, 
Samuel Bowman, 
jGcQrge Poejun. 
SerickFox/ ' '' 
Jonathan Bavington, 
James Boyer, 
Pearce Crosby, 
Peter Desheng^ 
John M. Price, 
Thomas Annate 
Philip Sheaf, 
William Brodk, . 
Isaac Pauling, 
Levi Pauling, 
Philip S. Markley^' 
William Casselbeny^ 
Walter Kerr, 
Cromwell Pearc^. 
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St. Petet'spiuFclh ^ay Ith, 1882, 6 o'clock^ P. M. 

THIS bqing % day Appointed by tbe CoQstttution of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church, in the state of PennsylvBDia, for the as- 
sembling of the Annual Convention, the Rt. Rev. WiUiaoi White, 
bishop of the diocess, with.the following clergymen and lay delegates, 
met in St. Peter's church, in the city of Philadelphia. 



Clergymen. 



C Senior assistant Minister of 
Rev. James Abercfo^ie, D. D. -j Christ Church, St. Peter^s tad 

I St. James's, Philadelphia. 

{Rector of St. Paul's Church, 
Philadelphia. 

{Provost of the University of 
Pennsylvania, Philadelph^. 

{Rector of St. John's Church, 
Northern Liberties, Phifad. 

{Rector of St. David's Church, 
Radnor, 
r Rector of St. Gabriel's, 

r - - ^ 



Benjamin AUen, 
•Frederick Beasky^ D. D. 
George Boyd, 
Samuel C# JSmlckle^ 



Levi Bull, 



Jehu C. Clay, 



Berh's, • St. Mary's, Chester 
County, and £angor Churchf 

^ Churcbtown. 

" Rector of St. James's, Per- 
kiomen, and St. John's, Nor- 

jistown. 
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Rev. Cliarles M. Dupuj^ 

Caleb Hopkins, 

Joseph Jaquettf 

Jackson Kemper, 

James Montgomery, 
John Rodney, 
Manning B. Roche, 
George B. Schaeffer, 

George Sheets, 

William Thompson,Deacon, 
James WiUbank, 



Rector of St. Luke's Chucch, 
. Grermantown. 

Rector of St. Jameses 
Chu|[ch, Muncey Creek* Lyco- 
ming Gountyt and St. Gabriel's 
I Church, Sugar Loaf, Coliunbia 
LCounty, 

{Minister of St. James's 
Church, Bristol. 
r Assistant Minister of Christ 
J Church, St. Peter's, and St. 
I, James's, Philadelphia. 
K Rector of St. Mark's Church, 
[ Manilla. 

{ Rector of Trinity Church, 
( Easton. 

< Rector of Trinity Churchf 
I Southwark, Philadelphia. 
r Minister of St. John'sCbutch, 
\ Yorktown. 

Rector of Trinity Churchy 
< Oxford, and All Saints, Lower 
(.Dublin. 

Minister of Trinity Chprch, 
I . Pittsburgh. 

Master of the Grammar 
School, in the University of 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. 



Lay Vekgates. 



Thomas H. White. 

Daniel Smith, 
William Meredith, 
John Miller, Jun. 
Richard Dale, 
John Ready 
John Matthews^ 
John Claxon, 
Henry HoUingsworth, 
Daniel H. Miller, 
Charles Wheeler, 

John D. George, 



Christ Church, Philadel- 
phia. 



{ 

1 St. Peter's Church, Phila- 
fdelphia. 

? St. James's Church, Phila- 
5 delphia. 

}St. Paul's Church, Phila- 
delphia. 

? St. John's Church, Northern 

5 Liberties, Philadelphia. 

C Trinity Church, Southwark, 

^Philadelphia. 
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Richard Peters, 
Richard Rundie? 
Thomas Ryersoo, 
Thomas Robinson, 
Benjamin F» Johnson, 
John M'Eiroy, 
William F. Swift, 

Hiomas Ross, 

William Casselberrv, 

Walter Kerr, 
Cromwell Fearce^ 

JobnPeirce,juD. 

WlUam Eldred, 

John Dolby, 
Samdel Bowman, 
George Poe, Jun. 



> St. Mark's Church, Mantua. 



} 



St. Martin's Church, Marcus 
Hook. 



^ St. James's, Bristol. 

5 St. John's Church, Norris- 

c town. 

C St. James's Church, Perkie- 

^men. 

5 St. Peter's Church, Great 

i Valley. 

> St. John's Church, Con- 

5 cord. 

f St. James's Church, Muncey 

1 Creek. 

Trinity Church, Easton. 

St. Stephen's, Wilkesbarre. 

Trinity Church, Pittsburgh. 



Tlie Convention being thus organized, proceeded to the election 
pf a Secretary, whereupon the Rev. Manning B. Roche was ap- 
pointed to this office. 

The List of Clergy being called over in conformity with the 15th 
Article of General Riegulatioos, the following persons were found 
absent. 



derpjmen.. 



Rev. Joseph Pilmore, D. D. 
Robert Blackwell, D. D. 
Robert Ayres, 



Joseph Clarkson, 

Joseph Hutchins, D. D. 

William A. Muhlenbexg, 

Francis Reno, 
Charles G. Snowden, 
John Taylor, 



Residing in Philadelphia. 

Residing in Philadelphia. 

Residing in Brownsville. 

Associate Rector of St. James's 
Church, Lancaster, and St. 
John's Church, Pequea; and 
Rector of Christ's Church, 
Leacock. 

Residing in Philadelphia, 
r Associate Rector of Su James' 
< Church,Lancaster,and St John's 
(. Church, Pequea. 

Officiating in Beaver county.. 

Residing at Bloomsburg. 

Residing at Pittsburg. 
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William H. Delancey, 



Moses P. BeniMet, 



Assistant to the Rector of th« 
United Churches of Christ 
Church, St. Peter's, and St. 
James's, Philadelphia. 

c ' Minister at Greensburg and 

cKittanning. 



The following Lay Delegates, mentioned in the certificates pre- 
sented, were absent: 



William Tilghman, 
Henry Pratt, 
Thomas M'Euen, 

Thomas S. Riley, 

George L. Eyre, 
Joseph R. Ingersol), 
Levi Pauling, 
Philip S. Markley, 
Jesse Bean, 
Isaac Armentf 
William Peirce, 
Samuel Sitgreaves, 
William S. Cox, 



1 



Christ Church, Philadelphia. 

^ James's Church, Philad. 
c Si. John's Church, N. Liber- 
cties. 

Tririity Church, Southwark. 

St. Mark's, Mantua. 
) St. John's Church, Norris- 
] town. 

St. James's, Perkiomen. 

i St. John's, Concord. 
? Trinity Church, Easton. 



Mr. Read delivered a message from Mr. M'Euen, one of the de- 
legates from St. James's Church, Philadelphia, stating, that in- 
disposition prevented his attendance upon the meeting of this Con- 
vention. 
The following document was received and read: 
" This is to certify, that St. Mark's Church, in the Village of 
Mantua, having been duly incorporated according to law, and re- 
gularly organized in conformity with the doctrine, discipline, and 
worship of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the United States, 
the Rector, Church-wardens, and Vestrymen thereof desire that 
the same church may be admitted into connexion with the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the state of Pennsylvania. 

In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our bonds 
this 7th day bf May, in the year of our Lord, 
one thousand, eight hundred and twenty-tvyo. 
James Montgomery, Rector. * 
Richard Peters, 



Richard RundleJ Ch^rdx-wardens,, 
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WhereupOD, on motion, Resolved^ That St. Mark's Church, in 
(he village of Mantua, be admitted into union with the churches of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in this State. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Kemper, Resolved^ That the rules of 
order heretofore regulating the preceding Conventions, be also 
adopted by this Convention. 

On motion, Readvedy That Clergymen of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, and candidates for Holy Orders, in the same church, 
who may be in the city during the session of this Convention, and 
not members thereof, be admitted to the sittings of the same. 

The Convention then ad[journcd until 10 o'clock to-morrow 
morning. ,-^' 

SU PelerU Churehf Wednesday Mornings 10 6* dock. 

The Convention being assembled, divine service was performed 
by the Rev. Charles M. Dupuy, Rector of St. Luke's, Grermantown, 
and a sermon preached by the Rev. James Montgomery, Rector of 
St. Mark's Church, Mantua; after which, the Rev. William 
Thompson, of Trinity Church, Pittsburg, was ordained to the Holy 
Order of Priests ; and Mr. Richard U. Moi^an, was admitted to 
the Holy Order of Deacons. 

The following Clergymen appeared and took their seats : — ^The 
Rev. William A. Muhlenberg, Associate Rector of. St. James's 
Church, Lancaster, and St. John's Church, Pequea ; and the Rev. 
Richard U. Morgan, Deacon. 

The following Lay Delegates having produced the testimonials of 
their appointments, took their seats: 

William Tilghman, Christ Church, Philadelphia. 

JoTihan'savington, } Trinity Church, Oxford. 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, St. Mark's Church, Mantua. 

James Boyer, All Saints, Lower Dublin. 

plTt^Deloi, ? St. Paul*. Church, Chester. . 

mmas^Jwt, } St. Luke's Church, GermantowB. 

WmSm*'Brook, } St. Darid's Church, Radnor. . 

Isaac Pauling, St. Mary's Church, Chester Countj-. 
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Agreeablj to tbe resolution passed yesterday, admitting clergy-^ 
men not members of the Convention, to tbe sittings thereof, the ReVr 
Ralph Willistonf of Delaware, the Rey. Peter Van Pelt, of South 
Carolina, the Rev> Samuel Phinney, of Connecticut, and the Be?. 
Jacob M. Douglass, of New Jersey, attended this day. 

The minutes of the proceedings of yesterday were read and ap- 
proved ; after which, agreeably to tbe 45th canon of the Greneral 
Convention of 1808, the Right Rev. Bishop White delivered the 
foHowing address : 

Brethren, the Clergy, and the L^ Deputies of this conven- 
tion: ;^ 

In pursuance of the requisition of tb^^^th canon> I make the 
following communication. 

On Thursday, the 9th of August, I consecrated St. Mark's 
Cburcb, in Mantua, in the neighbourhood of this city, and preached 
on the occasion. 

On Sunday, the 12th of the same month, I preached and adminis- 
tered the communion in the church, in the borough of Carlisle ; 
and on the next day, I preached and administered the rite of con* 
firmation in the same church. 

On the 17th I preached and confirmed in the church in Hunting- 
ton township, Adams county. 

On the 19th I preached twice, and confirmed in St. John^s 
Church, in York. 

And on the 21st, I preached and confirmed in St. James's church, 
in the city of Lancaster. 

On the 25th of September, I preached and confirmed in St. 
John's Church, Norristown. 

On the 26th of January, I consecrated Trinity church, in the 
district of Southwark ; and on the 29th of March, I preached and 
confirmed in the said church. The Rev. Manning B. Roche has 
been chosen its rector. 

The number confirmed within the present .year are 190; in- 
cluding those confirmed in Ihe churches of which I am the rector; 
the dates therein being omitted, as in former years. 

My ordinations are those of Joseph Jaquett, of Thomas 
H. Taylor, the latter under letters demissory, from bishop Bowen; 

2 
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and of Peter Vanpelt, all to the order of deacons. And ffats day, 
in your presencei I ordained William Thompson to the order of 
priests, and Richard Umpstead Morgan to the order of deacons. 

Samuel Bowman has been admitted as a candidate for holy 
orders. There has been a transfer of Samuel Marks^ a candidate, 
to the diocess of New York. 

In the course of the year, I have had occasion to lament the de- 
cease of three of my reverend brethren— of the Rev. Joseph Turner, 
whose exemplary life and conversation had so long endeared him to 
the diocess— of the Rev. Slator Clay, whose zeal in his holy vo- 
cation, must also have been known to most of those now present; 
and, of the Rev. George Woodruff, whom I announced to the last 
convention as a young clergyman settled in Carlisle, and officiating 
in the church of Huntington, Adams county. He had given the 
most promising expectations of future usefulness ; and was high in 
the esteem of the people among whom be ministered. They have 
felt deep sorrow, under the dispensation of divine providence, 
which has removed him from them. 

The place of the Rev. Slator Clay has been supplied by his 
worthy son, the Rev. Jehu C. Clay, who had settled, in Mary- 
land. 

The rectorship of St. Mark's, in Mantna, has been filled by the 
Rev. James Montgomery. 

The Rev. Benjamin Allen, formerly of Virginia, has heen elected 
and settled as rector of St. Paul's church, in this city. 

The Rev. William Thompson, formerly a deacdn in the diocess 
of New York, and this day ordained to the priesthood, has taken 
the charge of the church in Pittsburg. 

The Rev. William H. Delancey, formerly of the diocess of New 
York, has been engaged for a limited time, by the vestry of Christ 
church, St. Peter's, and St. James's, in this city, to be- especially 
assistant to their rector, in the pastoral duties of those churches. 

The Rev. Bird Wilson, D. D. has accepted of the professorship 
of Systematic Theology, in the Theological Seminary of our church, 
located in New York : and his expected usefulness in that station 
is some consolation to me under the Iq^s of hts talents, for a time 
at least, from this diocess. 

The Rev« Peter Yanpelt, soon after his ordination, removed io 
South Carolina. 



Digitized by 



Google 



11 

The Rev. Dr. Joseph Hutchins, my friend from our boyhoods 
after having been some years absent in his native island of Bar- 
badoes, has returned to reside in this city. 

The Rev. Moses P. Bennet has been employed by the Society (ov 
the advancement of Christianity in Pennsylvania, as a missionary 
in the western part of the state. 

With peculiar satisfaction, I announce to this convention, that 
at the general convention, held in this city, in the last autumn, 
there was organised a Theological Seminary^ by a combining of two 
institutions; which, in their separate existence seemed likely to 
produce such a competition of interests, as might have been pro- 
ductive of serious inconveniences in the Concerns of our communion. 
It is to be hoped that there will be now an undivided wish and 
endeavour, to support an institution begun under such favourable 
prospects. 

During the same general convention^ there was matured the 
plan of a domestic and foreign missionary society. It had been pro* 
posed by the convention of 1820, but with defects, occasioned by 
oversight, which prevented the co-operation of so great a pro- 
porfion of our communion^ as discouraged any effective proceedings 
on the part of the nominated trustees. The defects have been 
supplied ; sundry important improvements have been added ; and 
the whole organization having been matured with care, and re- 
solved on with general consent, it is to be hopedy that all the mem- 
bers of our communion will take an interest in carrying the design 
into effect. 

The Society for the advancement of Christianity in Plsnnsyl- 
vania, although, as they think* not sustained with a zeal propor- 
tioned to the importance of the institution^ has not been without a 
measure of usefulness : for which it will be sufficient to refer to 
their report. Attached to this association, there is a Female 
Tract Societyt which continue their etertions in publications^ 
small in size, but eminently instructive. 

The Prayer Book Society, in consequence of gratuitous distri* 
butions to an extent not warranted by their means, have found 
themselves under the nece^sity of suspending that part of their 
design. In the other branch of it, the fiirnishing of the book at the 
leait possible prtee to subscribers, they are still progressing: and 
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under the hope, by the means of this economy, to make op the 
defalcation from their funds. 

The Sunday School Society, are pursuing the object for which 
they were associated. It should be understood, that the object is 
distinct from that of any Sunday School Society formed for the 
giving of instruction. It is merely for the cheaper supplying of 
societies of the' latter description, with elementary and other neces- 
sary books; and in this work they are likely to be useful. 

It seems still a duty to hold up to the clergy of the diocess, the 
too little advantage taken for the benefit of their families, of the fund 
of the society for the widows, and the children of deceased clergy- 
men. It is the more remaricable, that so few avail themselves of 
this opportunity of establishing claims in favour of their families ; as, 
besides annuities acquired by profitable purchase, the 11th article 
of the constitution provides, that the corporation may apply a pro- 
portion of the overplus of revenue to the increase of annuities. 
That body, however charitably disposed to families, other than 
those of deceased contributors, cannot bestow on them relief from 
this fund. * - * 

Considering the difficulty, generally, of raising incomes acle^Qate 
to the support of the parochial clergy, it is also difficult to say, to 
what extent, and with what degree of earnestness, there should be 
pressed the design of creating a fund for the support of a future 
bishop, so as to relieve him from the necessity of having a paro- 
chial cure. But the principle on which the design was bottomed 
is so reasonable, and the success of it so desirable, that your 
present bishop will be held excusable in bringing it annually into 
view: especially as he has felt, more than any other person, the 
need of such a provision. 

Although the Bible Society of this city is not peculiarly attached 
to our communion, yet, as. their object is not only of supreme im- 
portance, but that in wnich all denominations of christians agree, 
and as it contributes its share to the great design of publishuig the 
glad tidings of salvation where they have been hitherto unknown, 
and of depositing the record of them in the hands of the destitute 
in all countries, niominally christian, it has been presented to the 
notice of the conventions for sundry years past, and under continu- 
ance of the impression, there is now declared a deep convicti<»i of 
the importance of the subject. 
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The trustees of the products of the bequest of the late Mr* 
Doz, have received and there will be reported to this bodv, 300 dol- 
lars, in addition to what has been reported already. The money 
thus received has been vested by the Council of Advice in public 
stock, in the names of the trustees appointed for the purpose. 

There is a subject on which your bishop wishes to record his 
opinion, matured by the long experience of his ministry, and acted 
on \>j himy as he thinks, to the advantage of the church. It is the 
conduct becoming us towards those of our fellow- christians who 
are severed from us by diversity of worship^ or of discipline ; and 
in some instances^ by material contrariety on points of doctrine. 

The conduct to be recommended, is, to treat every denominatioUf 
in their character as a body, with respect ; and the individuals 
composing it with degrees of respect, or of esteem, or of affection, 
in proportion to the ideas entertained of their respective merits ; 
and, to avoid all intermixture of administrations in what concerns 
the faith, or the worship, or the discipline of the church. 

0|i. J||)e conduct to be observed toward every denomination, it is 
not ititended to recommend silence concerning any religious truth, 
from the tnistaken delicacy of avoiding offence to opposing error; 
nor to censure the exposing of the error, if it be done in a christian 
spirit, and in accommodation to time and place. To take offence 
at this, is to manifest the spirit of persecution, under circumstances 
which have happily disarmed it of power. But when, instead of 
argument, or in designed aid of it, there is resort to misrepresen- 
tation and abuse ; or, when the supposed consequences of an opi- 
nion are charged as the admitted sentiments of the maintainer of 
it ; these are weapons as much at the service of error, as at that of 
truth ; are the oftenest resorted to by the former ; and are calcu* 
lated to act on intelligent and ingenuous minds, as reason of dis* 
trust of any cause in which they may be employed. 

It is no small aggravation of the evil, that it tends to retard the 
time, which we trust will at last be brought about by the providence 
of God; when, in consequenqe o^friendly communications, arising out 
of the ordinary intercourses and charities of life, there will be such 
an approximation of religious societies in. whatevercan be thought 
essential to communion, as that they iihall ^* with one heart and 
one mouth glorify God." I^or, to those who have attended to the 
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first workings of what has ended in the divisions and subdivisions 
among christian people, it must haye been evident, at least in the 
greater number of instances, that with diversity of sentiment, there 
might have continued the ^' Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 
Peace,'' had it not been for the intrusion of personal injury, or 
provocation, the effects of passion or of interfering interests, which 
haye sometimes insensibly induced the persuasion of service done to 
the cause of God, when in fact, human views had a dominant share 
in determining the conduct. 

There has been referred tOy in favour of the point sustained, the 
danger of exciting and increasing unfriendly feeling between differ- 
ing denominations. Iti|s on this principle, — although there are 
other considerations tending to the same effect, — that your bishop has 
resisted all endeavours for an intermixture of administrations, in 
what concerns the faitbf or the worship, or the discipline of the 
church. In every known instancCf in which it has proceeded from 
the usurpation of authority by individuals, it has been productive 
of conflicting opinion, and of needless controversy. On some occa- 
sions, our institutions have been treated with disrespect, and doc- 
trines unknown in them have been taught, within our walls. There 
have even been advanced claims of rights, to what was granted as 
temporary indulgence ; and thus our property in religious houses 
has been rendered insecure : all under the notion of liberality and 
christian union. It would be painful to have it supposed^ that any 
reference is here had to the many respectable ministers of other 
denominations whose characters are in contrariety to the offences 
stated. Of the /intrusion of such men, there is no apprehension 
entertained at present: firfid if the door should hereafter be thrown 
open, the most forward to enter it would be persons of the most 
moderate pretensions in talent and in acquirement. 

It is confidently believed, that what is now said, would not be 
offensive to the more respectable and prominent persons, whether 
clerical or lay, in the concerns of other religious societies ; who 
would probably concur in the declaration, that the contrary as- 
sumption, when carried into effect, in opposition to the governing 
authority in any religious denomination, is the intolerance, whichi 
in former ages^ pursued its designs by penal laws ; but is now re- 
duced to the necessity pf making hollow professipns of fraternity: 
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the object being the same, with difference odIj in the means. Bj 
an J among ourselves favouring such designs^ for what they may con- 
ceive to be a righteons end ; it should be considered, that, however 
commendable the being ^^ zealously affected,'' there is the qualifi« 
cation of *Va good thing;'' and that there can be no goodness in 
what is contrary to modesty, and tends to unnecessary controversy and 
division : for, if the attempted intermixture should be accomplished, 
there most be the severance of those who would ^^ seek the old 
paths," not without sensibility to the hinderances opposed to the 
^^ walking in them." Thus, there would be an increase of division, 
growing out of what had been professedly undertaken lor ihe heal- 
ing of it. 

It is di$cult to be on the present subjeict, without giving occasion 
to the injurious charge of bigotted attachment to our communion : 
to guard against which, consistently with the acknowledgment of 
decided preference, it may be expedient to be more particular. 

Our church calls herself episcopal. She affirms episcopacy to 
rest on scriptural institution, and to have subsisted from the begin- 
ning. On the varying governments of other societies, she pro- 
nounces iio judgment. The question is, not whether we think cor- 
rectly, but whether we are to be tolerated in what we think. If this 
be determined in the affirmative, we must, to be consistent, interdict 
all other than an episcopalian ministry, within our bounds. 

Again; our church is decidedly in favour of a form of prayer, be- 
lieving it to be sanctioned by divine ordainment under the law ; by 
the attendance of our Saviour and of his apostles, on composed forms 
in the synagogues and in the temple ; and by indications of their 
being in use in the primitive church. We do not judge harshly of 
the public prayers of our fellow-christians ; but we allege, that 
among ourselves, the people are not to be dependent on the occa* 
•ional feelings, or the discretion, or the degree of cultivation of an 
officiating minister. With such views, it is contrary to what we 
owe to the edification of the people, were we to give way to the in- 
troduction of the latter species of devotion. 

Once more. That our Church teaches the doctrines of grace, 
and holds them to be of paramount importance, is obvious to all. 
Man's utter want of righteousness by nature; his absolute incapa- 
city of merit, whether in the state of nature, or in that of grace; 
his being under the government of passions impelling to sin, any 
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further than as counteracted by principles derived from grace ; the 
ageDcy of the Holy Spirit in this, going before, that he may have a 
good will, and working with him in the exercise of it ; and finally, 
the meritorious ground of all benefit, in the propitiatory oSeriog 
of the Redeemer; are not only affirmed in our institutions, but per- 
Tade them. We rejoice, so far as any of our feilow-christians con- 
sent with us in acknowledging the said essential truths of scripture. 
But in some public confessions^ we think we find embodied with 
those truths, dogmas neither revealed in scripture, nor deducible 
from its contents ; and, in some instances, contradicting what our 
church explicitly teaches. The introducing of such matter among 
ourselves^ is what we cannot countenance: and introduced it would 
be, under the intermixture here objected to. Of this we have had 
instances, where an alien agency has been obtruded : and, if it should 
be countenanced, the consequences would be in the greatest 
degree injurious. . 

If, after all, there should be a leaning in any mind to the plau- 
sible plea of liberality, let there be an appeal to the factf which will 
bear a strict investigation, that every proposal to the purpose, when 
explained, amounts to the surrendering of one, or of anotbc^r of our 
institutions, without conformity to them in any instance. 
Brethren — 

It is fit) that there should be explicitly declared, the motive 
for the present expression of opinion. It has been confidently acted 
on by the deliverer of it, in alliance with esteem for worth, in what- 
ever individual or body of men it was discerned to reside. It can- 
not be expected, that he will continue much longer to sustain any of 
his opinions, either .by argument, or by example. He hopes, that 
they who may be" expected to survive him, entertain similar views of 
what the exigences,, and even the existence of our church require. 
But, lest an efibrt to the contrary should hereafter be made by any, he 
wishes to oppose to it, and to leave behind him his premonition; 
and to attach to it whatever weight, if there should be any, may be 
thought due to his long experience and observation. Under this 
impression, he has made it a part of his official address, to appear, 
for the purpose stated, on your journal. 

Although, during the administration of the episcopacy^ I have had 
the encouragement of seeing the growth of the church in this state 
from very small beginnings, yet it is certain that the sphere of use- 
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fulnesif is extending beyond proportion to oui* pr^sKnt meatia of pro- 
viding for the exercise of the nainislry and of administration of th^ 
ordinances. This is mentioned, as an excitement to the endeavours 
of all the active members of our communion* and of my reverend 
brethren id particular ; in which it is my purpose, that, by the 
grace of Grod, there shall not be wanting so long as ability of mind 
and of body liiay be dontinued, the best services of the remainder of 
my days. 

WILLIAM WHITE. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Montgomery, the rules of order 
were read. 

Mr. Kemper read the following report, which v<ras accepted by 
the convention. 

The committee appointed by the last convention to publish the 
constitution, canons and regulations of the church, in this state, and 
to distribute them among the churches, beg leave to report,—* 

That they have had printed 500 copies of a pamphlet containing 
the articles specified in the resolution, aird are ready to distribute 
them in the following manner : 

Each of the clergymen of the diocess, and of the lay-mcfmbers 
of this convention, shall beentitled to one copy ; and each of the 
congregations connected with the convention, to 8 copies ; and the 
remaining copies, with permission of the cobveritioi!!, dhall be de- 
posited with the secretary, for the use of those clergymen and coi^i- 
^refStions, who may hereafter become connected with this con* 
vennoo. 

' Jagkso]!7 Kemp&r', 
John Read, 
Oeorge Botd. 
May, Sth, 1822. 

The convention then adjoiiriied mi^il 4 o'clock this aftemdon. 

J^ednesdojfj 4f o'^doek; 
Mr. Kemper read the minutes of the standings comdoitte^ and 
council of advice for the past year. 

Resolv^, vnanmoudy. That the thanks of thl^ convention be 
given- to the Rev. Mr. Montgomery, for his discoufse deljverl^d at 
itr opening 

S 
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The convention then proceeded to the appointment of a treasurer, 
when Thomas H. White was chosen to that office. 

On motion. Resolved^ That the annual meeting of this convention 
be on the first Tuesday, after the first Wednesday, in May. 

A resolution was then adopted, in relation to the supply of vacant 
congregations. 

The following gentlemen were appointed the committee in pur- 
suance of this resolution: 

Dr. Beasley, Mr. Kemper, and Mr. Boyd. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Montgomery, Resolved^ That the 
secretary in giving notice of the meeting of the annual convention 
of the church in this state, transmit at the same time, a proper form 
of certificate for the appointment of delegates to the said convention. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Kemper, Resolved^ That the attention 
of the clergy and congregations of this diocess be earnestly and 
affectionately requested to the regulation concerning collections for 
the Episcopal fund. 

The Rev. Mr. Boyd offered the following resolution which was 
adopted by the convention: 

Whereas the general convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
church, in the United States, at its meeting in November last, 
instituted a Society for Domestic and Foreign Missions, and recom- 
mended it to the support of the members of this church. 

Therefore, Resolvedy That this convention heartily approves the 
pious design of the general convention in the formation of the said 
Society for missionary purposes, and hereby recommends to all the 
churches in this diocess, to further by their contributions and their 
prayers, an object so immediately connected with the prosperity 
of the Episcopal church, in this country) and the enlargement of 
the Redeemer's kingdom abroad. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Kemper, Resolved^ That the com- 
mittee to draft (with the advice and consent of the bishop) a 
report of the state of the church in this diocess be now appointed. 

The bishop appointed the following persons: 

Dr. Beasley, Dr. Abercrombie, Mr. Boyd, Mr. Meredith, and 
Mr. Read. 

On motion of Mr. Meredith, Resolved^ That this convention fee] 
it to be their duty, the performance of which accords with their 
sentiments of deep veneration and affection towards their bishop— 
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to record on tlieir minutes their testimony to the distinguished 
services, vihich in her councils, as well as in his pastoral and 
episcopal offices, he has rendered in establishing and maintaining 
the church in the United States* and especially in this diocess — to 
the wisdom and moderation which have uniformly characterized bis 
course of conduct, and were particularly displayed in his Address 
to this conventioUf in inculcating opinions, and recommending 
rules of conduct which cannot fail to advance her prosperity, by 
maintaining her principles in purity, and at the same time tend to 
the cultivation of charity and good-will with all her christian 
brethren. 

Mr. Boyd read the resolution passed at the last convention! ap- 
pointing a committee to consider the expediency of applying to the 
civil authority for a charter of Incorporation of the Protestant Epis- 
copal church, in the state of Pennsylvania. The committee being 
ealled upon to report, Mr. Meredith, one of the committee, men- 
tioned to the convention, that owing to certain circumstances, 
nothing eifectual had been done in this business. 

The following resolution was offered by the Rev. Mr. Bull, and 
adopted. 

Resolved^ That the next annual meeting of the convention be 
held in the city of Lancaster. 

The Rev. Mr. Thompson, Mr. Pauling and Mr. Markley, asked 
leave of absence during the remainder of the session of this con- 
vention, which was granted. 

On motion, Besoh^d^ That this convention adjourn until 9 
o^cIock, to-morrow morning. 

St. Peter^s Church, Thursday Morning. 

Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Divine service was celebrated by the Rev. Mr. Sliaeffer. 

On motion of Mr. Ingersoll, Resolved^ That this convention has 
received with peculiar satisfaction the information communicated 
by the bishop yesterday relative to the prosperous condition of the 
Theological Seminary, now established upon the harnionious union 
of two respectable institution* : and that the interests of that semi- 
nary be earnestly recommended to the active care of all the members 
of the church, throughout the diocess. . 

Op motion, Re9olved, That a committee of accounts be appointed, 
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phall be submitted for their examijiation apd approval, and that the 
treasurer pay no accounts but such as shall be certified by tbem to 
be correct. 

The followiog persons v?ere appointed as this commitlee : 
Messrs HoUiDgsworth, Matthews, and Price. 

The Rev. Mr. Montgomery moved, that the resolution, passed 
yesterday, referring to the supply of vacant congregations, be agaiu 
called up for reconsideration. A^^er debate, Mr. Montgomeiy with** 
drew his resolution. 

Mr. Ingersoll then moved, that the aforesaid resolution be sub* 
nitted for general reconsideration, which was decided in the ne- 
gative. 

On motion, Resolved^ That the resolutioo passed yesterday, in 
reference to the supply of vacant congregations be called up for the 
purpose of'introducing two certain amendments^ viz: to insert after 
the words " duty of all clergymen, the words, whether with or 
without a parochial cure : and after the words the '^ aforesaid com- 
BUttee,'' the following proviso : ^' provided however, that no ap- 
pointment be made in conformity with the provisions of this re- 
solution without tlie approbation of the bishop.'' 

On motion, Resolved^ That the resolution be adopted as amended : 
viz. That a committee be appointed by this convention, to consult 
with the bishop upon some mode for supplying the vacant congre- 
gations in this state, with occasional services ; and, that it shall bo 
the duty of all clergyman, whether with or without a parochial 
cure, to comply with such regulations as riiall be concluded upon 
by the aforesaid committee. And further — in case the vacant 
congregations so suppliedt fail to defray the expenses of such visits, 
the treasurer of this'ipQventiou is authorised to pay such expenses 
upon the order of the aforesaid committee ; provided however, that 
no appointment be made in conformity with the provisions of this 
resolution without the approbation of the bishop. 

The parochial reports of the clergymen were called for and read. 

Rqport of Christ Churthj St. Petef^s Ond St. James^ PhUaddphia' 
Baptisms, .; . « ... . « ]68 

^iais, . - . • . . isje 
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Marriages, 89 

Commuoicants, about • . . • 41^5 

Mak Sunday Schocl of Christ CAnrcb,— Six teacbersi and about 
90 scholars. 

■ I I of St^ Peter\ — ^Tbree teachers, and from 

SO io 40 scholars. 

— — , -„,— of St, Jameses. — Eight teachers^ and up- 
wards of }20 scholars. 

Female Sunday School of Christ Church. — ^Twenty-one teachers, 
and about 100 scholars, 

of St. Peter* 8. — ^Twenty two teachers, 

and about 100 scholars. 

of St. Jameses. — About 130 scholars, 

Female Mult School. — Teq teachers, — 30 scholars. 

William White, Rector^ 

Report of St. Paul's Church, Philadelphia. 

Baptisms, since the 29th of last October^ Adults, 2 7 o t 

Infants, 19 P^ 
Marriages, •--*--. S 

Funerals, - 4S 

Communicants, 7 • - - - 165 

BfiifJAMiif Alleiv, RedoTn 



^ Sunday Scholars.. 

137: 
Female, - - - 165] 



Male, . . . 137^ . .. ^ ^ 



Report from St. John*s Churchy in the Northern Liberties. 

Communicants, • • 116 1 ^^^ 

Added, .... 105. - - - "^ 

Baptisms, — infants, - 14? iw 

adulu, • . 35 • ' * *^ 

Funerals, - • - - . - . IS 

GfiOKGE BoTD, Rector. 

About one hundred of the communieants of this church are r^- 
lar in their attendaDce upon all the stated ordinancesof the CtospeL 
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Many of them appear to be siHcerel j devoted to tbe service of tbeir 
Divine Master ; arguing with the apostle, that *^ if one died for all, 
then were all dead ; and that he died for all, that they which live 
fhould not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him who died 
for them." 

No material alteration has taken place since the last convention^ 
in the sunday schools, belonging to this church. About 120 chil- 
dren regularly receive instructions not only in those elements of an 
English education by which they may be able to read the sacred 
Scriptures, but also in the catechism of tbe church with Dr. Mann's 
exposition. 

Report of Trinity Churchy Southwark^ Thiladelphia, 

Baptisms, adults, - - 17^ ^^ 

infants, - - 36 5 " " " ^^ 

Communicants, - - - . - - 90 

Marriages, .-- ...-27 

' ^ Manning B. Rociffi, Rutor. 

As this is the first report \}rhich has been made from this church, 
it will perhaps be proper to make some statement of its origin and 
progress. A few years since a number of the inhabitants of South- 
wark, attached to the Protestant Episcopal church» finding great 
inconvenience result to them from their distance from a place of wor- 
ship, resolved to make efforts to organize a congregation among them- 
selves. But little progress was made until the society for the ad- 
vancement of christianityy appointed the Rev. Mr. Richmond as 
their domestic Missionary. HTe laboured successfully for nine 
month in the^district of Southwark. A vestry was formed — the use 
of a meeting house, formerly occupied by the Methodists, was 
obtaineid — ^worship regularly attended to on Sunday evenings; and a 
subscription opened for the building of a place of worship, which 
was headed by the late Rev. Mr. Turner, with the liberal donation 
of 1000 dollars. Mr. Richmond removing to New York, the present 
rector was ^p|x>inted to supply his place for three months. At the 
expiration of this time he was invited by the congregation to become 
their pastor tor a longer period. For some time after this, the pros- 
pect of the. permanent establishment of the churdi was rather 
doubtful. Pecuniary difficulties appeared to place an insuperable 
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obstaele In the way. But about the beginning of 1831, tbe Lord 
was graciously pleased to pour out a blessing on the ministerial 
labours afforded to this people, A deep and solemn sense of 
divine truth was impressed on many minds. Tears of jpenitence 
dowed,and siglis of contrition ascended. Multitudes pressed eagerly 
to the public worship, and places appointed for prayer and religious 
conversations, were crowded. There was here inanfested an evident 
revival of religion. Some who had departed from tbe strictness of 
christian holiness, saw the danger of having a name to live while 
they were dead : and many who had lived entirely neglectful of Gtod 
and his ordinances, were induced to seek the face of him who 
*< came to seek and to save that which was lost.'' From this time 
a cheering prospect opened. Persons v^bo had been indifferent 
about tbe existence of a church, within the district, now feeling the 
value of religion, became actively engaged. The subscription for 
building a church was soon so enlai^ed as to authorise the vestry 
to purchase a lot of ground and materials for its erection. And now 
their labour is crowned with success. 

There is a male and a female Sunday School attached to the 
church, containing together about 200| scholars. 

Report of St. MartWs Church, Marcus Hook. 
The deputation from St. Martin's church, Marcus Hookf report 
that church still to be without a regular minister. 

Various overtures have been made to different clerical gentlemen 
from this church by its officers* which* however they are sorry to 
observe have resulted in fruitless efforts. 

These difficulties in obtaining a regular minister have principally 
arisen from the want of accordance in the congregations, which 
have usually united in the call of a pastor. 

Some baptisms, marriages and funerals* by the late rector, the Rev. 
Mr. Douglass, remain unreported to this convention, since his vaca- 
tion of that charge. 

Thomas Rycrson, 
Thomas Robinson, 
Benjamin F. Johnsoit. 

Report of St. James\ BristoL 

Communicants, - - 145^ ^ ^^ ^ j^j 

. Deceased, - - - .ii,. 
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BaptiMnSi . - - . - ... . |0 

Burialfl, 25 

Sunday schools two, containing about 200 scholars. 
One Sunday school at Hulmville has been closed for want of 
teachers. 

Joseph jAQtTEir, MmiHer. 
. , .^ .• - 

Rtipwi of Tri$My Ckurck^ Oxford^ and M SauUa, Lower Dublm. 

Baptisms, * 6 

Burials, - 26 

Marriages, ..--.^- 9 

Communicants, .----• 54 

George Sheets, Redor. 

Meport of Si, Dcmdfs Churchy Radnor j and St John[8 Churth^ 

Cimcord. 

Commfunicants, - • 31*) 

Added, . - . ll - • • 33 

Removed, - * IJ 

Baptisms, adults, - - 1 7 * . 4 

infants, - 33 

S. C. Brinckle, Redor. 



Report of St. GabrieiPs Churchy Berks County. 

Coromunicaiits, - 76 

Marriages, -.:.-•-• 2 

Baptisms, -* 11 

Burials^ - ii 

Leti Bt7ix, Rectpr. 

RepWj^St. Mary^s Chmth^ Chester Coum^ 

Baptisms, adulti^f - 11 •> q. 

i*adre«^ 305 ' " " ^^ 

Marriages, - - - - • - -10 

Communicants, - - ... . 96 

Levi Bull, Rector. 

Report of Bangor Churchy Churcktowth 
Bajftisms, in 181 9, 6, in 1820, 10, > ^^ 

iA 1821^ 9, (two adulU) V ; ..' 

' Communicants, aBotit - - *<» - • 30 
Marriages, - -- -. . -1 

Levi Bull, Rector. 

There is a Sunday school^ co&Aicted priacipidly by nendben^of 
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the Episcopal cburcb, at Churehtown, consisling of aboat lOO 
pupib, ID a very flourisbiog state. 

T^ere is also a Sunday school conducted as above at St. Gabriel's 
church, consisting of about 60 pupils, ajso in a flourishing state : 

Also, three Sunday schools, conducted as above, in the viciaity 
of St. ilt&rf^$ ehurch, consisting together of about 200 children, 
also flourishing, r 

LEVI BULL. 

RipM of St. Luke^s Churchy Oetmantawn. 

Baptisms, -----•• 5 

Marriage^, . - - -^.--•1 

Burials, -1 

Communicants, ^ - - ' - - - 22 

Charles Meredith Duput, /Zectof. 

t 
l^ce the last report three have removed from the neighbourhood, 
and two have died. 

The Sunday school attached to this church, whicb was' com- 
menced iii August, 1818, continues to iflcrease ; the names of one 
hundred and twelve children are entered on the rolF ; about one 
hundred are regular in their attendance; forty of their number are 
catechumens. 

St. Mn^8 Churchy York. - 

After remaining vacant for the greater part of the preceding 
three years, this church was supplied with a minister in May last. 
The prospect at that time was qiiite'disconragiiig. The congregation 
bad become considerably scattered, and the building used fcr wor- 
ship was rapidly falling into decay. By the blessing of God, the 
state of things is now changed. Funds have been prdcured, the 
church put in thorough repair, and the congregation once more 
gathered in. 

Baptism, adults, - - i^ . 

infants, - IS 5 • ' • ** 

Marriages, - - - - - * - 4 

Funerals, - ^ - - ^ • • 11 

Oeorob B, SHAEFrERy JIfuiMer. 
4 
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CoroiDQiiicants, « » - - - - 40 



fiaplhtn's, adults, . . 2 > . 

'• ii— in&nW, - 33 ' * " * * 

Marriages, - - - - - •• S 

The Sunday schools attached to this church contain about 2O0 
sch0lar»y ^^uigkt by SO teachers. They are in a flourishing condition^ 
a neat school-house having been erected bj the congregation for 
their reception. The congregation is increasingf 

WiLUAM Augustus Muhlenberg, JlssodaU Bector. 



■Rtpart of SL JohnU Churchy Mrristown. 

CbmmunicantSi abput * - - - - 55 
Baptisms^ 1 

Funerals, L - . . . not ascertained. 
Marriages, J 

3. C.CtAT, Beam-. 



1||*hp, Suod^j^sebopI attached to this churcb is still continued with 
iQueh 9eial. and. deserving, assiduity by the worthy ladies who pre- 
side jQver it 9nd conduct its concerns. 

'Aeport of Sl Jameses Churdh Perldomeh. 



Communicants, about • . . - - i8 

Baptisms, 

Funerals, 

Marriages, 



Baptisms, 1 

Funerals, y • - - •' - not known* 



J. C. Clat, Bed&r. 

l^ptxy< r^ 7Vin% CfciirvA, ifOiloii. 

Ba)^M8, . . • . • . . 12 
Borials^ -.. . -:• - - 9 

CoquaimiMfa^S) * - '- - - - '?4 
Sunday school scholars, .... 70 

■ — i-tigacbers, i6 

John Rodnet, JSedor. 

Jtaport of TrinUy Churehj PUtibw^, 

Baptisms, adults, - - 1> ^^ 

chiHren, - «1 S " " 

Funerals, ••.-•-- c« 

Mteriales^ ...*... 2 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 

I 



at 

G>minunica!fl9, ad^edy • - * • • 16 
Present number, -----•. ^ 
Baptisms in KittaoBing, adulUf 4^ .^ 

children, 16$ * " " ^* 

> J' . ID Greensbqrg, adults, O ^.^ 

—children, 10 S " * " 

:i WiLUAM Thompson, JKcdor. 

itqiore of 5^ Gfoirters C&tfreft, Sugarhdf^ Cdhmbia County. 

Communicants, - - - . - - 21 
Removed, - - - - - - - * ' 

Baptisms, ..-..-* ^^4 

Marriages, ..-•.*^ r t 

Sepert of 9f^ James^i CAurch^ Mmcty Credc^ Ugtoming €f(mrUy. 

Communicants, - - . - - - 45 

Bafpittsms, adults, - - lb ^^ 

infants, - - 10 J " " ' , 

:F«B€wlf, r I -. - * " r .' T .' .'jl V 

Cai^eb HbpKiNs, jRec^ 

On motion of the Ri6T.Mr;iMuhMherg^ Jt^Mo^d^,)^ 
mittee appointed on the state of the church, report <fo'lhie Mdrt 
ine.etiQg of this cpnraitioa. 

6n motion, Aesmedj That tlie treasurer be authorised to pay 
Mr. MazwelPs bill, for printing done for the special general con- 
vention of the church held in this city in November, 1821. 

On motion, Be$ohed^ That all accounts, for printing done for the 
convention be referred to the committee of accounts. 

On motion, Besdvei^ That the convention now proceed to tW 
election of a standing committee, and council of advice. 

Th6 following persons were elected : 

Clerical Members. Lay Meimberi. 

Rev. Frederick Beasley, D. D. William Tilghman, 

James Abercrombie, D. D. Richard Dale, 

Jackson Kemper, Thomas M^Euen, 

George Boyd, John Read, 

Benjamin Allen. Charles Wheeler. 

The convention then proceeded to the election of delegates to 
attend the next meeting of the general convention. 
The following persons were duly elected : 
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Ckrgymm. Lai/maL ' 

tteT« George Boyd, Levi Pauling, 

JaclooD Kemper, David Scott, 

Levi Bull, Richard Dale, 

WUIiam A. Muhlenberg. Winiam Tilghmaa. 

On motion of Mr. CUef Juitice Tilghman, a canon concemiog 
the trial of a cleigjmao, wae adopted* 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Muhlenbei^;, Besched^ That a com- 
mittee be appointed to publish the Journal of this convention; and 
to add Ihereto a list of all the clergy and congregations of the dio- 
cess, in which the titles of the clergy, and the townships and 
counties in which the churches are situated, shall be mentioned. 

The biahop appointed the aecretaiy and the Rev. Mr. Kemper 
as ibis committee. 

The Rev. Mr. Bull presented the following resolution, which was^ 
adopted. 

Besobedj In order to give effect to tbe 45th canon of die general 
convention, that in presenting their parochial reports, the c)ej^ are 
hereby recommended to bring forward whatever facts may esdubit 
the state of religion in their respective parishes. 

Adjourned^ 

MANNWQ B. ROGHE, Seerdary. 
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Philadelphia Countt* 

The City of PhUaddpkia.— The united chorcbes of Christ Church, 
St. Peter's Church and St. James's Church— St. Pa^Ps Church, 
and St. Thomas's (African) Church. 

Mrthem Liberties. — St. John's Church. 

SaiUfmark — ^Trinity Church. 

Lower Dublin Township, — Ail Saints Church. 

Oxford Township. — Trinity Church. 

Gtrmaniown. — St. Luke's Church. 

BloMey Township, JUatifua.— St Mark's Church. 

Delaware County. 

Chester.-^Si. Paul's Church* 

Lower Chichester Township^Mareus Hook.'^SU Martin's Church. 

Concord Township.-^Su John's Church. 

Radnor TownMp. — St. David's Church. 

Chestvr Countt. 

JVVw London Townthip, — St. John's Church. 
East JCanlmeal Towrihip. — St. Marv's Church. 
ra%.— St. Peter's Church. 

Lancaster Countt. 

City of Lancaster. — St* James's Church. 

Fequea Township. — St. John's Church. 

Leacock Township. — Christ Church. 

Caernarvon TownAipy Church Toirn.— Bangor Church. 

BycKs Countt. 
Bristci. — St. James the Greater's Chorcb. 

MONTQOMEBT CoUNTT. 

Whikmanh Tomship.—St. Thomas's Cfauich. 
PerkiomenJTowndm. — St. James's Church. 
Jforris^^wk-^i. John's Church. 

' BsuBOin Cammr. 
jMy TomiaMSp.— SU Gabriel's Cbuvk; 
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NoKTHAMFTdN CoUKTT. 

JSoaton.— Trinity Church. 

NORTBVMBBRLAMD CoVKlT* 

Jfartkwnberland.—St. John's Church. 
jlfibofi._Christ Church. 

Columbia Countt. 

Sugairloaf Toiwiifcip.— St. GabriePs Chun*. 
JUoomsbtin/.— St. Paurs Church. 

Ltoomiko County. 
Mmcey Crtek Tam$hip. — St James's Church. 

Luzerne Countt. 
IFilfcesbatTe.— St. Stephen's Church. 

Bradford Countt. 

pyce. Church 

Susquehanna Countt. 

SpringviUe. Church. 

TTew jmford. Cb^r«h. 

TvftR C017N7T. 

Korfe._St John's Church. 

Adams Countt. 
Hmtington Toumship. — Christ Church. 

Cum9erx,4J^d County:. 
Cariisle.— St. John's Churiji. 

HuNTINGDOJ^f CIOUNTT. 

HwUvi^den. -r r- Church. 

ALLBfiANT Countt. 
Pit^«fcurg.— Trinity Ciiimh. 

The publishing commiltee are seiMftfe tbat this list is in many re* 
spects imperfect. lliciiitAK^Miecongi^tiNiiltfkvih^'^^tf^ 
have never by any act, ^ t^mmumeatij^ jtd <^ eipdfesiastfc^ ^p- 
thority, recognised their connexion to the diocess; auid there are 
others, of the exact situatipft f^jvvliMl9.lthe committee were ijg- 
norant: all of these have I^(e;p ^|^^ .^. > . ,1 \; 
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IM of Cki^pm belonging t^ th$ Dlocm ofFinun^amai 
Mat, 1828. 

The Right Rev. Wimam White, D. D. Bifhop, Senior of the 
AoEierican Church, pr^iding in the House of Bishops, and Rector 
of Christ-Church, St Peter's and St James's, Philadelphia* 

The Rev. Robert Blackwell, D. D. residbg in Ffailaddphia, 

The RjBV. Jo8q>h Hutchias, D. D. residingiB Philadelphia., 

The Rev. Joseph Pilsfiore, D. D. residing in Philadelphia* 

The Rev. James Abercrombie, D. D. assistant minister of Christ- 
Church, St^ James's and St. Peter's, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Frederick Beasley, B; D. Provost of the Universitjr 
of Pennstlvania, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Joseph Clarkson, associate Rector of St James's 
Church, Lancaster, and St. John's, Pequea, and Rector of Christ- 
Church, Leacock. 

The Rev. Rob^t Ayres, residing in Brownsville, Fayette county. 

The Rev. Francis Reno» oflSciating in Beaver county. 

The Rev. John Taylor, residing in Pittsbuig. 

The Rev. Caleb Hopkins, Rector of St. James's, Muneey Crteki 
Lycoming county, and St. Gabriel's, Sugarloaf, Colunibia covoty. 

The Rev. James Wihbank, Ma^cr of the Grammar School 
in the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. 

Tbie Rev. Levi Bull, Rector of St. Gabriel's, Berks County, St 
Mary's, Chester County, and Baqgor Church, Churcbtown. 

The BeVk Jackson Kemper, assistant minister of Christ-Cbiireli, 
St Ffeter's and St. James's, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. George Boyd, Rector of St. John's, Norther&Liberlies^ 
Philaddphia. 

The Rev. Jehu C. Clay, Beetor of St. James's, Perkiomon) mni 
St* John's, Norrtstown. 

The Rev. James Mon^mery, Rector of St Mark'a, Mantua^ 

The Rev. George Sheets, Rector of Trinity, Oxford, and All 
Saints, Lower Dublin. 

The Rev. Charles M. Dupujr, Rector of Str Luke^s, Germ antows. 

The Rev. Bei^attin Allen, {Rector of St Paul's» Pluladelphia. 
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The Rev. Samuel C. Brinckle, Rector of St David's, Radnor, 
and St. John's, Concord. 

The Rev. WiUiam Augostus Muhlenberg, associate Rector o( 
St. James's, Lancaster, and St. John's, Pequea. 

The Rev. Charles G. Snowden, residing at Bloomsbui^, Colum- 
bia County. 

The Rev. John Rodney, Jr. Rector of Trinity Church, Eaaton. 

The Rev. Manning B. Roche, Reetor of Trinity Church, South- 
wark, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. William H. De-Lancey, assistant minister to the Rec- 
tor of Christ-Chureh, St Peteir's and St. James's, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Wm. Thompson, Rector of Trinity Church, Pittsburg. 

The Rev. George SbaefiTer, Deacon, Minister of St. John's, York. 

The Rev. Joseph Jaquetti Deacon, Minister of St. James's^ Bris- 
tol. 

The Rev. Moses P. Bennet, Deacon, officiating at Kittanning 
and G^ensbui^. 

The Rev. Richard U. Morgan, Deacon. 



CANON CONCERNING THE TRIAL OF A CLERGYMAN. 

Presentment for misbehaviour having been made against any 
person, not a bishop, according to the first canon of 1795, the 
bishop, with the consent of the council of advice, may cause a copy 
of the presentment to be served on the person accused, and call on 
him to say whether he be guilty or not guilty of the matter charged 
againsthim; and in case such person shall confess that he is guilty, 
the bishop may proceed to pass sentence on him according to the 
canons, in the same manner as if he had been found guilty by the 
bishop, or commissary and assessors, in the manner presoribed by 
the 4th canon:— but if the said accused person shall say that he is 
not guilty, or shall refuse or neglect to make any answer, be shall 
be proceeded against in the manner prescribed in the 2d, Sd, and 
4th canons of 1795 ; provided that nothing herein contained shall 
prevent the bishop, if he think proper, from appointing a commis- 
sary, with the consent of the council of advice, presentment having 
been made, and proceeding against the person accused in Ae man* 
ner prescribed by the said 2d, Sd, and 4th canons. 
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Bov^hi by order of John Read^ E$q. Treasurer of the Bishop's Fund. 

1821. 

August 7. 8304 17 6 per cent, of 1814, a 1 10^ 8335 34 

November 29. 92 67 do. 109| 101 47 

1823. ,^ 

March 5. ' 89 72 do. 109^ 98 24 

April 19. 93 72 do. 106| 99 59 

8580 28 8634 63 



Transferred to John Read, Thomas M'Eueni and Richard Dalei 
in trust, and received payment from John Read, esq. 

Signed, 

M^EUEN, HALE & DAVIDSON. 

The Trustees of the EpiscopaU Fund for the Diocess ofPemMyhaniaf 
beg leave to report to the Standing CotnmUtee — 

That since their report on the 25th daj of April, 1821, the trea- 
surer has received from collections made in the churcheSf and 
from the interest on the monies invested in stock belonging to the 
fund, the sum of 634'dollars 63 cents, which they laid out in the 
purchase of 6 per cent, of the loan of 1814, and which procured 
680 dollars ^ cents of stock of that description. 

The annexed accounts will show the monies received by the 
trustees, and the way in which they disposed of it for the benefit of 
the general fund. 

JOHN READ, ) «, .^^^ 
RICHARD DALE, J ^^^^* 

Aprii 2S» 18S2. 

We, the subscribers, have examined the above account, and the 
vouchers for the items on the debit and credit side thereof^ and find 
the same to be correct. 

GEORGE BOYD, \ p^^^,, ^, 
RICHARD DALE, J ^^^'^^^^^y «• 

Philadelphia, ^pril SOth, 1822. 
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GJiNOXS JiXD REGULATI0X8 



OF THE 



PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 



IN THE 



STATE OP PENNSYLVANIA. 



PUBUSHGD BY ORDER OF THE CONVENTION. 



PHILADELPHIA: 
S. POTTER & CO. 87 CHESNUT STREET. 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Extract from the Jfoumal of the thirty-seventh Convention of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the state of Pennsylvania, 
held in St. James's Church, in the city of Philadelphia, on Tues- 
day and Wednesday, the 1st and 2d of May, 1821. 

** On motion. Resolved, that a Committee be appointed to pub- 
lish the Constitution, Canons and Regulations of the Church in 
this state, and to distribute them among the Churches; 

The Bishop appointed the following persons: 
Rev. Jaokson Kemfbr, John Read, and the Rev. George 
Boyd.'* 

Geo. Botd, Secretary. 
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CONSTITUTION, 
CANONS AND REGULATIONS 

OF THB 

PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 

IN THE 

STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

000 

AN ACT OF ASSOCIATION 

Of the Clergy and Congregations of the Protestant Episcopal 
Churchy in the state of Pennsylvania. 

Whereas, by the late revolution, the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States of America is become independent of the ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction in England; in consequence whereof it is necessaiy for the 
clergy and congfreg^tions of the said church to associate themselves for 
maintaining uniformity in divine worship, for procuring the powers of or* 
dination, and for establishing and maintaining a system of ecclesiastioal 
government: 

And whereas, at a meeting of sundry cleigymen and of lay deputies from 
sandiy cong^regations of the Protestant Episcopal Church in this state, 
held in the dty of Philadelpkia^ on the 24th day of JIfay, 1784, there was 
appointed a committee, to confer and correspond with representatives 
from the church in other states, for the purpose of constituting an ecclesias- 
tical government, agreeably to certain instructions or fundamental prin* 
ciples:* 

* Which are as follow: 

First, That the Episcopal Church In these states is and ought to be independent 
of all foreign aathority ecclesiastical or civil. 

SrcondZy, That it hath, and ought to have, in common with all other rellgioos lo- 
deties, full and ezdaoTe powen to regulate the concerns of iti own comnniion. 
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And wheieas the said committee, being assembled in the city of JV*«iff 
York, on the 6th und 7th days of October, in the same year, did concnr 
with cleigymen and lay deputies from sundry states, in proposing^ a con- 
yention from all the states, to be held in the city of Philadelphia^ on the 
Tueeday before the feast of St JUkhael next ensuing, in order to unite in 
an ecclesiastical constitution, agreeably to certain fundamental principles, 
expressed in the said proposal:* 

ThMUy, That the doctrinei of the goipel be maintained si now pnrfteed by Oe 
Church of Eniflandi and oniformity of worship be oontinaed, as M«r m mtj be It 
Aie liturgy of the said church. ■' r 

JbtttiUy, That the succesdon of the nunistry be agreeable to the m^-Mfdt 
reqaireth the three orders of bishops, priests, and deaeoDs; fliat the rif^ts and )i6w» 
ers of the same respectirely be ascertained: and that they be ezereised aeeoidi^g ts 
reasonable laws, to be duly made. 

lythly. That to make canons or laws, there be no oflier anlhority than that of • 
representatiTe body of the clergy and laity conjointly. 

£ri«tUy, That no powers be delegated to a general ecieleilastieal gOTemment, ex- 
cept sQch as cannot coflTeniently be exercised by the clergy and Testries in their 
respectiTe eongregationf . 

* Which are as follow: 

fYrtf, That there be a General Gonrention of the Episeopal Choreh in Aie Unii* 
ed States of ■Ameriea. 

Seeon^ That the Episcopal Choreh in each state send deputies to the ConventiMj 
consisting of clergy and laity. 

Tldrdf That associated congregations, in two or more states, may stod depulief 
jointly. 

Fmsrthf That the said church shall mainteUi the doctrines of the gospel, as now 
held by the church of England, and shall adhere to the litaigy of the said church, 
as for as shall be consistent with the JSmeHean Revolution, and the eonstitntions of 
the respective states. 

FiJA, That in every stote where there shall be a bishop duly consecrated and 
settled, he shall be considered as a member of the Convention, e* iffldo. 

Sixth, That the clergy and laity assembled in Convention, shall deliberate in one 
body, but shall vote separately, and the concurrence of both shall be necesuiy to 
give validity to every measure. 

Seventh, That the first meeting of (he Convention shall be at PkUeddphia, the 
Ivesday before the feast of St. Mehad next; to which it is hoped and earnestly de-^ 
sired, that the Episcopal Churches in the respective stetes will send (heir cleric^ 
and lay deputies, duly instructed and authorised, to proceed on Ae neeesiary bnsi- 
nciss herein proposed for their deliberation. 
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And where&s the body which assembled as aforesaid in JVeto York did 
recgmmead to the church in the several states, that previously to the said 
intended meeting', they should organise or associate themselves, agreeably 
to such rules as they shall think proper: 

It is therefore hereby determined and declared by the clei^gy who do 
now or who hereafter shall sign this act, and by the congregations who do 
now or who hereafter shall consent to this act, either by its being ratified 
by their respective vestries, or by its being signed by their deputies duly 
authorised, that the ssdd clergy and congregations shall be called and 
knpwb by the name of Th^ Protestant Episcopal Church in the state of 
Pettodylvania. 

- And- it is hereby further determined and declared by the said clergy and 
congregations, That thete shall be a convention of the said church; 
which convention shall consist of all the clergy of the same, and of lay de- 
puties; and that all the acts, and proceedings of said convention shall be 
considered as the acts and proceedings of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in this state; provided always, That the same shall be consistent with the 
fundamental principle agreed on at the two aforesaid meetings in Phita- 
delphUt and JVeto York. 

And it is hereby further determined, and declared by the said clergy 
und congregations, That each congnregation may send to the convention a 
deputy or deputies; and where two or more congregations are united, they 
may send a deputy or deputies for each congregation; and no congrega- 
tion may send a clergyman as their deputy; and each congregation repre- 
sented in Convention shall have one vote. 

And it is Jiereby further determined and declared by the said clergy and 
congregations. That the clergy and lay deputies in convention shall de- 
liberate in one body, but shall vote as two distinct orders, and that the 
concurrence of both orders shall be necessary to give validity to every 
measure; and such clergymen and lay deputies as shall at any time be duly 
assembled in convention shall be a quorum; and on every question, the 
votes of a majority of those present of the two orders respectively shall 
decide. 

And it is hereby further determined andf declared by the said clergy and 
congregations. That all such clergymen as shall hereafter be settled as 

In compliance with the last article, the following persons are appointed, vis. Cle- 
rical Deputies,— The Rev. Doctors Ff%«<e and Jtfti^ato, and the Rev. Messrs. SUMk- 
wellj Hutehins, and CmnpbeU: And Lay Deputies— Messrs Richard PeUrSf Qerar- 
ius Clarkson, Smnud Powd, WtUiam JUkty Jasper YeateSf Stephen CAomfrers, Ed- 
wwrd Hand, ThomoB Hkarttey, John Clarke, JMXbold JIPGrew, Plmket Fleeson, 
Edu>ard Shippen, Joseph Swift, Jindrew Dox, Joftti Wood, ^^ieho^as JoneSf and 
Eiward DvffiOd, 
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the mirngtew of the congn^g^iioiiB ratifyingr this act, shall have the same 
privaeg«8, and he sahject to the same regulations, as the clergy now suh- 
Bcribing the same. 

And it is herehy farther determined and declared hy the said clergy 
and congregations, That the Convention shall meet on Monday, the 22d 
day of May, which will he in the year of our Lord 1786, and forever after 
on such annual day, and at such other times and at such place, as shall he 
fixed by future rules of the Convention. 

And it is herehy further determined and declared by the said clergy and 
congregations, That if the clergy and congregations of any adjmning state 
or states shall desire to unite with the church in this state, agreeably to 
the fundamental principles established at the aforesaid meeting in JVew 
York, then the Convention shall have power to admit the said cleigy and 
deputies from the Congregations of such adjoining state or states, to have 
the same privileges, and to be subject to the same regulations, as the Cler- 
gy and congregations in this state. 
Done in Chriat Chwch,in the city of P;itW«/pAia, this 24th day of May, 

in the year of our Lord 1785. Witness our hands in Ratification of the 

premises.* 

William White, D. D. Rector of Chritt Church and St. Peter's, in 
Philculelphia. 

Samuel Magaw,D. D. Rector of Si. PatiPi Church, Philadelphia. 

Robert Blackwell, Assistant Minister of ChrUt Church and St> 
Peter's, Philadelphia. 

Joseph Hutchins, Rector oiSt. Jame»\ LancaOer. 

John Campbell, Rector of the Episcopal Churches of York and Hunt- 
ington. 

Joseph Swift, Deputy for Christ Church. 

G^lv^lk^, !Depntiesfor«.P«fer'BCA«r«ft. 

PLUHltET FlEESON, ^ 

John Wood, V Deputies for SL PauPs Church. 

Andrew Doz, y 

Edward Hand, Deputy for the congregation of St. Jame»% LaacoMUr. 

Nicholas Jones, Deputy for SL Oabriel% Morlattan, Berks. 
. John Campbell, Deputy for the congpregations of York and HutA- 
ington. 

JomI Si^''^'*°* \ ^^^^^^ ^^^^^' ^^^^ ^^^^^^ Chester. 



* The signioir of those deputies who were sent to the ConveDtion without written 
powers, was deferred until soch powers can be procured. 
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SUPPLEMENT 

7b the act of •Association- 

Whereas doubts hare arisen whether, under the act of association, any 
alterations can be made in the Book of Common Prayer and the adminis- 
tration of the Sacraments, and other rites and ceremonies of tlie church, 
except such as became necessary in consequence of the late revolution. 

It is therefore hereby determined and declared, That further alterations 
may be made by the Convention, constituted by the said act, provided on- 
ly, that '< the main body and essentials" be preserved, and alterations made 
in such forms only as the Church of England hath herself acknowledged 
to be indifferent and alterable. 

And it is hereby farther determined and declared, that the power given 
by this supplement to the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in this state, may by the said Convention be conveyed to a Convention of 
the said church in the United States, or in such states as are willing to 
unite in a constitution of ecclesiastical government, if the same shall be 
judged most conducive to charity and uniformity of worshijf. 
Done in Chritt Churchy in the city of PhUadelpkiat this 27th day ofMay, 

in the year of our Lord 1786. Witness our hands, in ratification of the 

premises^ 



CONSTITUTION. 

Whereas by an act of association agreed to and adopted in con- 
vention oji the 24th day of May, 1785, sundry of the Protestant 
Episcopal Churches within this commonwealth, were united un- 
der the name of ** The Protestant Episcopal Church in the 8tat6 
of Pennsylvania** — ^which association now embraces all those cler- 
gy and congregations who did at that time assent to, or have since 
assented to the same: 

And whereas since that time, by General Conventions of the 
Protestant Episcopal Churches witiiin the United States, a Con- 
stitution and Canons have been formed for the government and 
discipline of the same, which recc^nize each state as constituting 
a district or diocess with the right to the Churches within the 
same to exercise a local government over themselves, which has 
been accordingly exercised by the Protestant Episcopal Churches 
within the state of Pennsylvania, associated as aforesaid; and it 
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being now deemed expedient more expressly to set forth the sys- 
tem of local government to be exercised within this diocess the 
following, with the act of association, is declared to be the Con- 
stitution of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the state of Penn- 
sylvania. 

1* This Church as a constituent part of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church of the United States of America, accedes to, recogni- 
zes« and adopts the general constitution of that Church and ac- 
knowledges its authority accordingly. 

2. There shall be a stated convention of Ihe Church in this 
state, at Philadelphia, on the first Tuesday in Moy^ in every year, 
unless a different time and place be fixed on by a preceding con- 
vention. :/#^ 

3. The bishop shw^ave power to call a special convention 
when he may judge it conducive to the good' of the Church, or 
when applied to for that purpose by the standing committee: and in 
case of a vacancy in the Episcopal chair, the standing committee 
shall have power to call a special convention. 

4. The convention shall be composed both of clergymen and 
laymen. Every clergyman of the Church resident within the state, 

« except such as are declared to be disqualified by the Canons of 
the General Convention, shall ex officio be a member ^.the con- 
vention; and each incorporated or otherwise regularl]r^||tablished 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the diocess, now a party to the 
above stated act of association, or which shall hereafter be admit- 
ted a member of the convention, may send to the convention a 
deputy or deputies, not more than three — ^to be elected by the 
vestry of such church. Where two or more churches are united 
under one vestry, each church shall nevertheless be entitled to 
send deputies. 

5. The bishop shall preside in the Convention — ^but in case of a 
vacancy or necessary absence, the members shall elect a president 
from among the clergy, 

6. A secretary shall be chosep upon the assembling of the an- 
nual convention from among the members thereof, who shall re- 
mdn in office until the meeting of the next convention. His du- 
ty shall be to take minutes of their proceedings, to preserve their 
Journals and records, to attest the public acts of the body, and 
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faithfttUy to deliver into the hands of his successoir, all books and 
' papersi relative to the concerns of the convention, "which may be 
in his possession. Such other officers also shall be appointed as 
the Convention may find occasion for, to remain in office for such 
time as they may direct. 

7. The clergy and lay deputies in Convention, shall deliberate 
in one body, and shall vote as such, except when it is required 
otherwise by five members^ In such a case the Convention shall 
vote as two distinct orders, and the concurrence of both orders 
shall be necessary to give validity to a measure — and such cler- 
gymen and lay deputies as shall at any time be duly assembled in 
Convention, shatl^k quorum — and on every question tiie votes 
of a majority of those present, or, if requirAw five, the votes of 
a majority of those present of the two orderji respectively, shall 
decide. *. 

8. The standing committee and council of advice shall consist 
of ten members, five clerical and five lay members. At their first 
meeting they shall elect one of their clerical members to be pre- 
sident, and another of their members to be secretary. — ^They shall 
keep regular minutes of their prdceediugs, subject to the inspec- 
tion of the Convention. Any three of the members (the whole 
having been summoned) shall be a quorum, except for such pur- 
poses as, a^ieably to their own rules, may require a larger num- 
ber. They may make rules of meeting and business, and alter or 
repeal them from time to time. 

9. The election of a bishop' of this diocess shall be made in 
Convention in the following manner: The order of the clergy 
shall nominate and appoint by ballot some fit and qualified cler^ 
gyman for that office, and if this appointment be approved of by 
the lay order, he' shall be declared duly elected. In the above 
mentioned nomination and appointment, a majority of each order 
shall determine a choice^ provided thal^wo-thirds of all the cler- 
gy entitled to votes be present, and #^o-thirds of all the congre- 
gations entitled to votes be represented, otherwise two-thirds of 
the votes of each order shall be necessary to determine a choice- 

10. The mode of altering this Constitution shall be as follows: 
a proposition for amendment shall be introduced in writing, and 
considered in the Convention; and, if approved of, «hall lie ov^r 
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to the next Conventioii; and, if again approved of te Oe 
next ensuing Convention, by a niyoritj of the two orders votixig 
thereon separately, the change shall take place, and tiie conatUn- 
tkm so altered shall be valid and obligatory. 



CANONS. 

THE CANONS OF 1795. 

CANON I. 

Of Presentments. 

Every trial in this church for misbehaviour, shall be onpteseair 
ment made, either by the convention, or by the vestry of the pa- 
rish to which the accused party belongs, specifying the criHae of 
which the party is accused. 

CAIHON IL 

€f inquiries on Presentments. 
Presentment for misbehaviour being made as aforesaid, &e Bi* 
shop, with the consent of the Council of Advice, shall appoint a 
commissary, who shall repair to the church or parish where Ihe 
abuse is said to have happened, and shall there, after summons of 
the parties, and the hearing of the witnesses, establish and authen- 
ticate all such facts as may be necessary to an investigation of the 
subject, reporting the same to the bishop; and the record shall be 
of full-authority, unless error or mal -practice being proved, a new 
examination shall be ordered; and the testimony taken as albre- 
said, shall be signed by the witnesses, and the whole record of 
proceedings by the commissary; and on the examination of any 
witness, a magistrate shall be requested to administer to him 0^ 
her an oath or affirmation, if the accused party requir^Bs it. 

CANON III. 

^ €f Penalties, 

The bishop, or any clergyman appointed by him, as a commis- 
sary, with, assessors to be appointed, as in the next article, shall 
proceed to a full examination of the causes, and to a final sen- 
tence, which in the case of a clergyman may be admonition, 8U8- 
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feanm ordegndatioii; and in the case of either clergTman or lay- 
man, may be exclusion from the Holy Communion, or the disa- 
vowing of the party aa any longer a member oi this church. ProTi- 
^ed that no sentence of degradation shall pass, otherwise than is 
ordered in the sixtii article of ti>e general Ecclesiastical Consti- 
tution. , Provided further, tiiat due notice of the time and place 
of trial be given to the party accused, who shall then and there 
attend, unless prevented by some reasonable cause, to be judged 
of by Hie bishop and assessors, in which case another notice shall 
be given as before, and the party accused be furnished with a copy 
of the charge, at least one month before the trial; and in failure of 
attendance, no sentence shall pass for any other crime than that 
of ^ntumacy, which however shall subject him to the same penal- 
tkSy as if the evil practice imputed to him had been proved. 
CANON IV. 
Of Jissessors on Trials. 

On the trial of a clergyman, there shall be four clergymen ap- 
pointed by the bishop, with the knowledge and consent of the 
council of advice, out of which number, the party accused shall 
choose any two, aa assessors; the whole number as above, having 
been convened on summons issued by a secretary, who shall be 
appointed by the Convention, and until such secretary be appoint- 
ed, the' secretary of the Convention shall serve in that capacity. 
In every decision, there shall be an agreement of the major num- 
ber, of the Bishop, or Commissary, and the assessors, as to matter 
of fact; and sentence shall be given by the Bishop or Commissary, 
According to the Canons. 

In the case of a layman, the proceedings shall be as above, only 
that there shall be in addition to the above clergymen, three lay 
assessors, the major part of whom shall find the facts,. before any 
sentence shall be given; which three lay assessors shall be chosen 
by the party accused, out of six laymen of the congregation to 
which he belongs, who shall be sunomoned for the purpose, with 
the knowledge and consent of the council of advice. 
CANON V. 
Of the trial of a Bishop. 

If the presentment be of any bishop of the church in this state, 
which shall only be by the Convention thereof, it shall be made to 
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two •r more bishopg of this church, in any of the United State& 
Such bishops shall have authoritj to institute a trial within the 
diocess of the accused bishop* and the sentence of the said two bi- 
shops, or the majority of a greater number, being declared to be 
grounded on the Canons of the Church, shall be final. 

CANON VI. 
Cfihe removal of Ministers from any state into this. 
To qualify a clergyman coming into this state, from any of the 
states in the Union, to settle and officiate as a clergyman; it shall 
be necessary to obtain a licence thereunto, from the bishop: and 
to entitle him to such licence, he shall produce from ^he bishop, 
(or if there be no bishop, from the standing commi]y:ee of the Con* 
vention of the state from which he removes,) a certificate of his 
good moral conduct, and orderly compliance with the institutions 
and government of the church, while in his or their district; and 
on such certificate being produced, the Bishop of the church in 
this state shall give, to the party, the licence required. 

CANON Vli 
Of the celebration of Marriages. 

No minister of this Church shall celebrate any marriage with- 
out having as sufficient testimony, as the nature of the case ad- 
mits, that there is no lawful impediment; and if there . be any 
doubt in regard to either of the parties, as to his or her being of 
age or free; then there appearing to be a master or mistress, pa- 
rent or guardian, shall make it necessary to have the consent of 
such master or mistress, parent or guardian. And if the minis- 
ter be duly certified that there is no legal impediment, he then 
may, and, if either of the parties be of the congregation of the 
minister, it shall be his duty to join them in marriage. 

THE CANON OF 1796. 
Concerning misbehaviour of^Urgymen residing in another state. 
If a clergyman residing in ant)ther state, shall come into this 
state, and act in open violation of the Canons, and on a representa- 
tion being made thereof to the ecclesiastical authority in that state, 
it shall appear that the said clergyman is not considered as a 
member of that church; it sh^l, in such case, be the duty of the 
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bishop of fhis state to give notice to the congregations belonging 
to bis diocess or district, that such clergyman is not considered 
for the present as a clergyman of this church, and that his officiat- 
ing in their churches is prohibited. 

THE CANON OF 1797. 
On the general state of the church.* 

THE CANON OF 1811. 
•A canon concerning presentments.^ 
. , THE CANONS OF 1812. 

CANON I. 
/■* • Jl ^anon concerning lay assessors. 

Whereas, in the case of trial, consequent on the presentation of 
a lay member of this church, the lay assessors required by the 
fourth canon of 1795 may not conveniently be obtained from the 
congregation of tlie accused party consistently with security for 
impartiality; the bishop, with the consent of the council of advice, 
if in their judgment the circumstances of the case shall so re- 
quire, may summon lay assessors from any other congregation or 
congregations of this church, any thing to the contrary in the 
fourth Canon of 1795 notwithstanding. 

CANON IL 

Jt canon concerning presentments. 
Presentment may be made for misbehaviour, within this church; 
not only by the Convention, and by any vestry, as provided for 
in the first of the canons passed in 1795; but by any three mem- 
bers of the church, being communicants, they pledging themselves 
to support the charge or charges by them exhibited: provided that 
the presentment and documents accompanying it be in writing, 
and be first laid before the bishop, and by him before the council 
of advice, with the names of the witnesses, and the points to which 
the proffered testimony applies^ and provided also it be not 
rejected by the bishop, with the concurrence of the council as ei- 
ther futile in itself, or unsupported by the evidence. But the pre- 

* This canon isnowBuperseded by the canoiu of the general Con?eDtion. 
t This canon hat been repealed. 
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sentees, if trial should proceed, shall be at liberty to bring fiirtkcr 
evidence, and the Canon passed in 1811, is hereby repealed^ 

THE CANON OF 1821. 
To entitle a congregation to admission into the Protestant EpiscO' 
pal church of the state of Pennaylvania. 
To entitle a congregation to admission into the Protestant 
Episcopal church of the state of Pennsylvania, it shall hereafter 
b^ required, that the congregation requesting to be admitted, shall 
exhibit to the convention the original, or a certified copy, of their 
articles of association, or charter of incorporation, as the case may 
be; and it shall appear therein, that such coD^tg&tion accedes to 
the constitution, canons, doctrine, discipline and urorship of the said 
church, and of the Protestant Episcopal church in the United 
States. And further, that the said charter or act of association 
has been duly submitted to the bishop an^^^standing committee, 
or in case of a vacancy in the episcopate, to the standing com- 
mittee, and approved, as recommended by existing regulations. 
And if their approbation be withheld, they shall report to the con- 
vention the charter or articles of association, with the reasons of 
their disapprobation, for its final decision in the cas.e. 

REGULATIONS, &c. 

1. With respect to the delegation to the General Convention, 
if, at any time, any member or members appointed should decline, 
or, through some unavoidable circumstance, be unable to attend, 
on notice being given to the other members of the delegation, of 
the same order, they shall appoint, for the time being, a substi- 
tute or substitutes in his or their place. 

2. The standing committee as appointed by the 8th article of 
ihe Constitution, shall be a council of advice, with whom the bi- 
shop may consult, in the execution of his office. 

3. The secretary of the standing committee and council of ad- 
vice is hereby directed to lay the minutes of the preceding year's 
business annually before the Convention. 

4. It is recommended to the vestries of the several churches 
not incorporated, to apply to the judges of the supreme court, ac- 
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cording to law, for charters of incorporation, whicb chttrtera be- 
fore they are presented to the judges, shall be laid before the bi- 
shop and his council of advice for approbation, and ought to be 
as nearly similar throughout the state, as local circumstances wiU 
admit. 

^. The vestry of every congregation or church now vacant, or 
unprovided with a minister, or such as shall hereafter become va^ 
cant, ought to have a standing subscriptiim prepared, either in 
cash or pew-rents, or partly in both, for a term of not less than 
three years, conditioned for a punctual payment of the same, to 
such minister as shidl "be duly elected and settled, according to 
the establishtd )rti|g|kof the several churches; and the profits and 
rents of glebes,* where there are any, shall be apf^ied only during 
a vacancy, to institute a capital fund, bearing interest for tiie use 
of the minister of su^h church for the time being, excepting only 
where the donor o^sttch glebe, may have applied any part of the 
rents thereof to other pious purposes. 

6. It is hereby declared that the African Church of St. Thomas» 
in the city of Philadelphia, is not entitled to sead a clergyman or 
deputies to the Convention, or to interfere witii the general go- 
vernment of the Episcopal Church, Hua condition being made, in 
consideration of their peculiar circumstaKces at present. 

7. It shall be the duty of the secretary of the Convention ta 
give notice, in future, of the annual day of the Convention, to 
every clei^man of this church, witiiin the state, and to add in 
each notice to every clergyman not residing in the city, tiiat he 
is requested to give notice of tiie said annual day,^ not only to the 
wardens and vestrymen of his own congregation, but to those rf 
every vacant congregation which may be in his vicinity; and the 
said duty is to be performed by the secretary, that the notices' 
may be received at least one month before the annual day. 

8. It is hereby declared, that if a bishop should be consecrated 
for any state to the westward, and it should be thought expedient 
that the churches of this state westward of tiie Alleghany raoun*^ 
tains should be under the superintendence of the Bishop so con- 
templated, this convention consent to the same, on such terms as 
may be approved of by the Bishop and tibe council of advice of this 
church^ 
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9. Whereas, it is a general opinion entertained by all true epis- 
oopalians, that the apostolic authority of the holy christian minis- 
try, has been handed down by an uninterrupted succession of bi^ 
shops in the church of Grod, it is but reasonable to expect that 
they should consider it as a duty incumbent on them, to use their 
best endeavours for the support of it: And whereas, a considera* 
ble donation has been left by the late Andrew Doz, Esqr. towards 
a fund for the support of a Bishop in the State of Pennsylvania, it 
is proposed that the Convention take order for completing the 
fund of which he has so generously laid the foundation.-*-There' 
fore resolved: 

I. That, with the concurrence of the present, venerable bishop, 
itbe enjoined as the duty of every settled clergyman of this church, 
once in every year to preach a sermon on the jij^stolic succession, 
or on such other appropriate subject as to mi shall seem best 
adapted to promote the important object in view. 

II. That a contribution shall then be made by the congregation, 
for the sole and express purpose of making provision for support- 
ing the episcopate in this state. 

III. That the money so collected shall be forwarded to the trea- 
surer, to be appointed by this convention, whose duty it shall be 
to keep a regular account of all the monies received, and to make 
a report to the annual convention of the church. 

lY . It shall be the duty of the said treasurer, to consult with th^ 
bishop and standing committee of the church, on the best mode of 
securing and making Hie fund productive. 

y. That not only the money received from the collections after 
service, but the interest thereof, shall be k^pt together and made 
an in<;reasing fund; until in the opinion of a future convention it 
shall he thought expedient to apply the proceeds mereof to the 
proposed object. 

X. At the opening of every annual convention a sermon shall 
be delivered suitable to the occasion, by a clergyman appointed 
previously thereto: and this duty shall never be omitted except 
when the bishop shall deliver a charge; and notice of the said 
charge or sermon shall be given to every congregation in this city, 
on the Sunday previous to its being delivered* 
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11. It is the opinion of this convention that it will not be de- 
cofous ih any clergyman to have his conventional sermon printed, 
unless the printing thereof be solicited by two thirds of the con- 
vention before whom such sermon is delivered. 

IS. The churched in this diocess shall annually contribute a 
certain sum for the purpose of defraying such expenses as tiie 
convention may incur, and for defraying the expenses of the dele- 
gates to the General Convention; and the said sum shall be raised 
according to the following ratio: each of the churches in the city 
of Philadelphia shall contribute twenty^ dollars; and all the other 
congregations thro6^uf the diocess, five dollars each, per an* 
num. '^^ ' 

13. The standing committee and council of lEidvice are hereby 
authorized to consider of and direct proper measures for the vest* 
ing of the legacy of Amrew Doz, Esq. to the Bishop of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Churcli, and his successors; who shall have the 
city of Philadelphia within his diocess. 

14. It is hereby declared that no certificate of the appointment 
of a delegate or of delegates to this convention, shall be valid, un- 
less it is signed by a Warden, or by two vestrymen* 

15. Whereas the regular attendance of the clei^ at the meet- 
ings of the convention is of essential consequence to the interests 
of the church, this duty is hereby enjoined on them. At the open- 
ing of every convention the names of the clei^y entitled to seats 
in the convention, shall be called over, the absentees noted, and 
at the ensuing convention they shall be called upon for the rea- 
sons of their absence. And it is hereby required that those cler- 
gymen who continue absent, shall send to this convention their 
reasons for so doing. And it is hereby recommended, that inat- 
tention to this recommendation be made a cause of presentment 
at some future convention. 

16. It is hereby recommended to the several congregations in 
the diocess, not to permit their respective houses of worship to be 
used for Any secular object whatever. 

17. In order to give effect to the fortieth canon of the General 
Convention in 1808, it is hereby required that each minister of 
this church shall keep a register of all the baptisms, marriages, 
and funerals solemnized by him in the discharge of his ministry; 
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specifying the names of the parties married, the name and lime of 
the birth of the child baptized, and the names of the parents, and 
the name of the person buried, and the time when each rite was 
performed; which register shall be transcribed, at least once in 
every month, in a book to be kept for that purpose, belonging to 
the vestry of each church. He shall also keep a register of the 
names of the communicants within his cure, as nearly as can be 
conveniently obtained. 

18. Whereas it is determined by the constitution of the church 
in this diocess, that the day of Annual Convention may be ap- 
pointed by that body from time to time; and whereas, since the 
change of the day of the General Convention, the distance of the 
same from the immediately precedent Convention of the Diocess 
is inconveniently great, the annual day of tiie latter Convention 
shall be from this time, the first Tuesday in May in every year: 
on which day no other business shall be transacted than the or- 
ganizing of the body; so as that they may be ready for further 
transactions on the day succeeding; on tiie morning of which suc- 
ceeding day, there shall be the service and sermon. 

19. It shall be the duty of the secretary of this Convention, on 
the printing of any pastoral letter of the bishops in General Con- 
vention, to send a copy thereof to every clergyman in the diocess; 
and as many copies as the number in possession may afford, to 
the church-wardens of every congregation within the same: such 
copies to be for the perusal of the members of the respective con- 
gregations, under such reasonable regulations as circumstances 
may dictate. 

Further, If any parochial minister should deem it to be expe- 
dient to read the pastoral letter to his congregation, the same may 
be done by him, at such time as shall be judged the most expe- 
dient. 

20. The Holy Communion shall be administered at the open- 
ing of every annual Convention. 

21. Whereas the bequest of the late Andrew Doz, esquire, to the 
bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church and his successors, is, 
by the terms thereof given to such bishop, " who shall have the 
city of Philadelphia within his diocess," — and 

Whereas, in pursuance of certain resolutions adopted by the 
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Convention on the S6th May, 1806, and confirmed by the Con- 
vention of 1814, a considerable sum of money has been contribu- 
ted by the members of the Clmrches of this state, eastward of the 
Alleghany mountains, ** for completing the fund of which he had 
so liberally laid the foundatian;^^ 

And whereas it was intented, and is Implied by the said reso- 
lutions, although not so expressed, that the money so raised, and 
to be raised, shall, when in the opinion of a future Convention it 
shall be thought expedient, be applied to the same purpose which 
was contemplated by the donor of the foundation of the fund, of 
which it forms 9, part,— «.nd it is expedient to prevent any appre- 
hension which a change of circumstances might give rise to on 
this subject; r./^ •>., 

It is therefore hereby declared, that the sums of money hereto- 
fore raised, and all ^ch as shall hereafter be raised by virtue and 
in pursuance of the resolutions beforementioned, shall be exclu- 
sively appropriated to the bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church and his successors, " who shall have the city of Philadel- 
phia within his diocess." 

. 22. The Standing Committee is authorized to supply any va- 
cancy that may occur in its body. The members of the same or- 
der, in which the vacancy occurs, shall supply the place. 

23. A committee shall be appointed at least one year before the 
sitting of the General Convention to draft, with the advice and 
consent of the bishop, a report of the state of the church in this 
diocess, to be presented to the next General Convention, through 
the hands of the bishop^ or the. clerical and lay deputies. 

34. A treasurer of the Convention and of the Episcopal fund, 
shall be chosen upon the assembling of the annual convention of 
this diocess, who shall remain in office until the meeting of the 
next convention. He shall perform all the duties usually apper- 
taining to the office of a treasurer. His accounts shall close on 
the Tuesday before the meeting of the Convention, and shall be 
submitted to the examination 01 the Stan<ling Committee of the 
diocess. And the said Standing Committee shall report thereon 
to the Convention, 

25. In order that the forty-fifth Canon of the General Conven- 
tion may he carried into full effect, it is hereby declared to be the 
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duty of the Clergy, to state in their reports to the CJonventioii the . 
number of adult haptismsy (if any) that have been performed by 
them, and to give an account of the adult and Sunday schools in 
their Congregations. 

RULES OF ORDER. 

1« The bunness of every day shall be introduced with a form of 
prayer prescribed by the bishop. 

2, When the president takes the chair, no member shall continue 
standing, or shall afterwards stand up, unless to address the chair, 

5. No member shall absent himself from the service of the house, 
unless he have leave, or be unable to attend. 

4. When any member is about to speak in debate, or deliver 
any matter to the house, he shall rise from his seat, and, without 
advancing, shall, with due respect, address himself to the presi- 
dent, confining himself strictly to the point in debate. 

5» No member shall speak more than twice in the same debate, 
without leave of the house. 

6. A question being once determined, shall stand as the judg- 
ment of the^house, and shall not be again drawn into debate, during 
the same session, unless with the consent of two-thirds of the house. 

7. While the president is putting any question, no one shall 
hold private discourse, stand up, walk into, out of, or across the 
house, or read any book. 

8. Every member who shall be in the house when any question 
is put, shall, on a division, be counted, unless he be particularly 
interested in the decision. 

9. No motion shall be considered as before the house, unless it 
be seconded, and reduced to writing when required. 

10. When any question is before the house, it shall be deter- 
mined on before any thing new is introduced, except the question 
for adjournment. 

11. The question on a motion for adjournment shall be taken 
before any other, and without debate. 

12. When the house is to rise, every member shall keep his 
seat until the president leave the chair. 
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DIRECTIONS FOR CANDIDATES FOR ORDERS. 

I. Concerning the admission of Candidates, 

1. Every person who wishes to become a Candidate for orders, 
shall give notice of his intention to the Bishop. And, {Canon VII*) 

2. Befbre he can be admitted as such by the Bishop, he must 
produce to him "a certificate from the Standing Committee;" in 
order to obtain which he must, if not personally known to the 
Committee, lay before them the following testimonial: — 

" To the Standing Committee of the Biocess of Pennsylvania. 

'< We believe from personal knowledge that Ji. B* hath lived 
piotAsly, soberly, and honestly; that he is attached to the doctrines, 
discipline, and worship of the Protestant Episcopal Church; 
and, further, in our opinion, he possesses such qualifications as 
may render htm apt and meet to exercise the ministry to the 
glory of Qod, and the edifying of th€ Church. (Canon VII.) 

[Bate,~\ 

The Canon does not state by whom this testimonial to the Com- 
mittee shall be signed; but they expect the signatures of several 
respectable persons, and would prefer those of the minister and 
vestrymen of the parish where the applicant resides. 

3. He must also *'lay before the Standing Committee a satis- 
factory diploma, or certificate^ from the instructors of some ap- 
proved literary institution, or a certificate from two presbyters, 
appointed by the ecclesiastical authority of the Diocess to exa* 
mine him, of his possessing such academical learning as will enable 
him to enter advantageously on a course of Theology." {Canon 
VUL of 1820.) 

II. Concerning admission to Holy Orders. 
1. A Candidate, before he can be ordained Deacon, must ex- 
hibit to the Bishop a testimonial of the Standing Committee; in 
order to which he must lay before the Committee the following 
testimonial: — 

** To the Standing Committee of the Diocess of Pennsylvania. 
" We do hereby testify to the piety, good m&rals, and orderly con' 
duct, for three years last past, of A. B. and that he hath not, as far 



Digitized by 



Google 



2B 

08 we know and bditvef wrUUn» taught » or held any thing contra- 
ry to the doctrine or discipline of the Protectant Episcopal 
Church.^ {Canon XII.) 
IDate.'] 

SL A Deacon, before he can be ordained Priest, must exhibit to 
the Bishop a testimonial of the Standing Committee; and in or- 
der to obtain this, he must lay before the Committee, his letters of 
orders as Deacon and with it, a testimonial in the form above recit- 
ed; except that the words '^fov three years last ppst^^ must be al- 
tered to "since his ordination as Deacwtu*^ The above testimo- 
nial, whether of a Candidate to be ordained Deacon, or of a Dea- 
con to be ordained Priest, must be signed by tlie minister, (if there 
be one), and by the vestry of the parish where the applicant re- 
sides: they having such evidence as they deem satisfactory, per- 
sonal knowledge not being essential. {Canon XIL) But, 

3. The applicant, whether for Deacons' or for Priests' orders, 
shall also lay before the Standing Committee testimonials to the 
same effect with the above, signed by at least one respectable cler- 
gyman of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States, 
from his personal knowledge of the Candidate for at least one 
year. {Canon XIL) 

N. B. The above regulations apply to ordinary cases. When 
peculiar circumstances exist, a farther reference to the Canons 
will show the course to be pursued. 
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LIST 



OF THl 



CLERGY AND LAY DELEGATES, 

WHO COMPOSED 



The Right Rev. iPilliam Tf^ite, D. D. bishops and rector of 
Christ church, St. Peter's and St. James's, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. James Mercrombie, D. D. senior assistant minister 
of Christ churchy St. Peter's and St James's, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Benjamin Mlen^ rector of St. Paul's church, Phila- 
delphia, .ji. 

The Rev. Gregory T. JBedell, rector of St Andrew's dplrch, 
Philadelphia. \ 

The Rev. Moses P. Bennet, deacon, officiating at Greensburg^:^, 
and Kittanning. 

The Rev. Levi Bully rector of St Gabriel's church, Berks 
County, St. Mary's, Chester county, and Bangor church, Church" 
town, Lancaster county. 

The Rev. Joseph Clarksony associate rector of St. JAriies's, 
Lancaster, St John's, Pequea, and rector of Christ church. Lea- 
cock, Lancaster county. 

The Rev. Jehu C. Claj/y rector of St James's, Perkfomen, and 
St. John's, Norristown, Montgomery county. 
^^ The Rev. William, H. Delancey^ asssistant minister, of Christ 
church, St Peter's and St. James's, Philadelphia. 

The. Rev. Charles M, Dupuy^ rector' of St, Luke's, German- 
tovicn. 

-'TheRev. Jackson Kemper ^ assistant minister of Christ church, 
St. Peter's and St. James's, Philadelphia. 
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The Rev. James Montgomery, rector of St. Stephen's church 
Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Richard U. Morgan^ deacon , rector of St. PauPs 
church, Chester, and St. Martin's church, Marcus Hook, Dela- 
ware county. 

The Rev. William Augustus Muhlenberg^ asisociate rector of 
St. James's church, Lancaster, and St. John's church, Pequea, 
Lancaster county. 

The Rev. George Sheets^ rector of Trinity church, Oxford, and 
All Saints church. Lower Dublin, Philadelphia county. 

The Rev. Joseph Spencer, rector cff St John's church, Carlisle, 
Cumberland county. 

The Rev. William Thompson, rector of Trinity church, Pitts- 
burg, Alleghany county. 



LAY DELEGATES. 

Adams county, Huntington, Christ's church, John H, Mars- 
den, M, C. Clarkson. 

Chester county. East Nantmeal Township, St. Mary's church, 
Clement Brooke. 

NewLondon Cross-roads, St John's church, Tliomas Charlton. 

Great Valley, St Petei^s church, Cromwell Pearce. 

Cumberland county. Carlisle, St John's church, James B. 
Oibson, EduHxrd J. Stiles. 

Delaumre county. Chester, St. Paul's church, Peter Deshong. 

Marcus Hook, St. Martin's church, Thomas Robinson. 

Radnor, St. David's church, Philip Sheaffe, John Hunter. 

Huntingdon county. Hunthigdon, Richard ^ray, Moiton 
C. Rogers. 

Lancaster County. Lancaster, St. James's church, Robert 
Coleman, Charles L. Smith, Molten C. Rogers, 

Pequea, St. John's church, John Yeates, IHller Baker, Thomas 
G. Henderson. 

Lieacoek, Christ's church, John Lightner, John Dunlap. 

Church Town, Bangor church, Cyrus Jacobs, Edward Davies. 

Philadelphia city and county. Christ church, William TUgh- 
man, Thom^as H. White, 

St. James's church, John Read. 

St. Peter's church, William Meredith, John Miller, Jr. 

St Stephen's church, Samtiel Hazlehurst. 

St Andrew's church, Cornelius Stevenson. 
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Southwark, Trinity church, Capt Edward Wallington. 
Lower Dublin, All Saints church, Joseph •^shton. 
Oxford, Trinity Church, William Overington. 
Mantua, St. Mark's church, Edward Coleman. 



The following clergymen, members of the convention, weinj 
not present during this session. 

The Rev. Robert Blackwell, D. D. residing in Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Joseph Hutchins, D. D. residing in Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Joseph PiltnorCy D. D. residing in Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Frederick Beasley, D. D. Provost of the Universitj- 
of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Robert Ayres, residing in Brownsville, Fayette county . 

The Rev. Francis Reno, officiating in Beaver county. 

The Rev. John Taylory residing in Pittsburg. 

The Rev. Caleb fbpkinsj rector of St. James's church, Mun- 
cey creek, Lycoming county, and St. GabrieFs, Sugar loaf, Cu- 
kmibia county. 

The Rev. James Wiltbank, master of the grammar school in 
the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. George Boyd, rector of St. John's church, Northern 
Liberties, and temporary rector of Trinity church, Southwark, 
Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Samuel C Brinckie, rector of St. David^s church, 
Radnor, and St. John's church. Concord, Delaware county. 

The Rev. John Rodney Jr., rector of Trinity church Easton, 
Northampton county. 

The Rev. Joseph Jaquett, rector of St. James's church, Bristd, 
Bucks county. 

The Rev. Samuel Si f greaves, deacon, rector of St. Stephen* 
church, Wilkesbarre, Luzerne county. 

The Rev. John P. Bausman, Jr. officiating in the churches i> 
Fayette county. 
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Lancaster^ Tuesday May 13M, 1823. 
THIS being the day appointed for the meeting of the Annual 
Convention of the Protestant Episcopal church in the State of 
Pennsylvania, the Rt. Rev. William White, D. D. Bishop of the 
Diocess, and several clergy and lay delegates attended in St. 
James's church. 

The chair being taken by the Bishop, the Rev. William H- 
De Lancey read the following document. 

Extract from the minutes of the Standing committee of the 
Diocess of Pennsylvania. 

" Philadelphiay March 8, 1823. 
Resolved, that, whereas the oflSce of Secretary of the Conven- 
tion is vacant, in consequence of the displacing of Mr. Roche from 
the ministry, the Rev. Mr. De Lancey be appointed to supply 
the vacancy until the opening of the next State Convention." 
j A true copy, 

JACKSON KEMPER, 

Secretary. 

The list of the clergy entitled to seats, was called over, and the 
f(jllowihg answered to their names and took their seats. 

[ The Rev. James •Abercrombiej D. D. Senior Assistant Minister 
of Christ Church, St. Peter's and St. James's, Philadelphia; the 
flev. Joseph Clarkson^ Associate Rector of St. James's Church, 
I^ancaster, and St. John's, Pequea, and Rector of Christ Church, 
lieacock, Lancaster County; the Rev. Jackson Kemper, Assistant 
Minister of Christ Church, St. Peters, and St. James's, Phila- 
delphia; the Rev. Levi Bull^ Rector of St. Gabriel's Church, 
Berks County, St Mary's Church, Chester County, and Bangor 
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Churchy Churchtown, Lancaster County; the Rev. Benjamin 
^llen, Rector of St. PauPs Church, Philadelphia; the Rev. 
William •A, Muhlenberg^ Associate Rector of St. James's Church, 
Lancaster, and St. John's Pequea, Lancaster County; the Rev. 
Joseph SpenceTy Rector of St. John's Church, Carlisle, Cumber- 
land County; the Rev. Jehu C. Clay, Rector of St. James's, 
Perkiomen, and St. John's Church, Norristown, Montgomery 
County; the Revi William H. De Lancet/^ Assistant Minister of 
Christ Church, St. Peter's and St. James's, Philadelphia; the 
Rev. Charles M. Dupuy, Rector of St. Luke's Church, German- 
town, Philadelphia County; the Rev. William, Thomson^ Rector 
of Trinity Church, Pittsburg, Alleghany County; the Rev. Richard 
V. Morgan^ Deacon, Minister of St. Paul's Church, Chester, 
and St Martm's. Church, Marcus Hook; the Rev. Norman Nashy 
Deacon, Minister of St John's Church, Huntingdon County. 

The following Lay Delegates presented certificates of their 
appointment, and took their seats : — . 

From Christ Church, Philadelphia, the Hon. William Tilgh" 
manj Thomas H. White; from St Peters' Church, Philadelphia, 
William Meredith; from St. J,ames's Church, Philadelphia, John 
Read; from Trinity Church, Southwark, Capt Edward Wtd- 
lington; from St. John's Church, Carlisle, Hon. James B. 
Gibson^ Edward /. Stiles; from Bangor Church, Churchtown, 
Cyrus Jacobs^ Edward Davies; from St Paul's Church, Chester, 
Peter Deshong; from St. John's Church, Huntingdon, Richard 
C. Gray, Molton C. Rogers; from St Martin's Church, Marcus 
Hook, Thomas Robinson; from Christ's Church, Huntingtoki, 
Adams County, John H, Marsden, M. C. Clarkson; frpm St 
Mary's Church, Chester County, Clement Brooks; from St 
James's Church, Lancaster, Molton C. Rogers^ C S. Smitfi; 
from St. Peter's Church, Great Valley, Chester County, Crom- 
well Pearce. 

The Rev. William H. De Lancey was appointed Secretary, j 

The Convention adjourned until to-morrow morning, at/ 10 
o'clock. ♦ .J 

Wednesday f May I4th. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment Morning Prayer 
was conducted by the Rev. Dr, Abercrombicj and a Sermon 
preached by the Rev. Gregory T. Bedell j Rector of St. Andrew's 
Church, Philadelphia. 

The following Clergymen, members of the Convention, not 
present yesterday, appeared and took their seats: 
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The Rev. James Montwomeryy Rector of St Stephen's Churchy 
Pkiladelphia; the Rev. Oregory T. Bedellj Rector of St. An- 
drew's Church, Phitadelphia; the Rev. Oeorgt Sheets, Rector of 
Trinity Church, Oxford, and All Saint's Church, Lower Duhlin„ 
Philadelphia County; the Rev. IMhses P. JSenneti Deacon, Minister 
of Christ's Church, Greensburg. 

The following Lay Delegates having produced the testimoniala 
of their appointment, took their seats. 

From St David's Church, Radnor, Delaware Coue^, Philip 
tSheaffisy John HkintBr; from Christ's Church, (Leacock,) Lan^ 
easier County, John lAghtneTf Jbhn Dunhp; from Trinity 
' Church, Oxford, Philadelphia County, William Overington; 
from St John's' Churchy Pequea, Lancaster County, John Teate^j 
IHlkr Bakery Thomas G, Hmderstm; from All Saints's Churchy 
Philadelphia County, Joseph ^hion; from St Mark's Church, 
Mantua, Philadelphia County, Edward Coleman; from St 
James's Church, Lancaster, Rciferi Coleman. 

On motion of Mr. Eeady St. Andrew's Church, in the City oC 
Philadelphia, was duly admitted into union with the Convention; 
and Cornelius Stevenson having presented the. certificate of his 
appointment, took his. seat as Lay Delegate from that Church. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Montgomery, St* Stephen's Church, in 
the City of Philadelphia, was duly admitted into union with the 
Convention, and Samuel Hazlehurst, Lay Delegate from the 
same, presented his certificate and took his seat. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Thompson^ Christ's Church, Greens- 
burg,, WestmoiJeland county, was, received into union with the 
conventSoa* 

jResobfedy That a Committee be 'appointed to report the 
number of Trustees of the General Theological Seminary, to 
which, agreeably to the Constitution of the same, this Diocess is 
entitled. 

Mr. Meredithy Mr. Miller , and Mr. Smith were appointed. 

The Convention then adjourned until half past three o'clock in 
the afternoon. 

Wednesday, half past 3 o^ clock, P. M. 
The convention met pursuant to adjournment The Right Rev. 

Bishop Whije, in compliance with the 45th canon of the 

general convention, read iJie following address upon the state of 

the Church in this' Diocess. 
Brethren, the Clergy, and Lay Deputies of this Convention — 
The following communication is made in compliance with the 

requisitions of the 45th Canon. 
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On the 6th of May, in the forenoon, I preached and confirmed 
in All Saint's Church, Lower Dublin ; and in the afternoon of 
that day I did the same in Trinity Church, Oxford. 

On the 30th of May, I laid the corner stone of a Church in 
the city of Philadelphia, which Church was called after the name 
of the first martyr, St. Stephen. 

On-the 23d day of July, I attended and presided at the annual 
meeting of the Trustees of the Theological Seminary in New- 
York ; on which occasion it was matter of great satisfaction to 
me, to witness the progress made at so early a period of an Insti- 
tution, which is likely, under the blessing of God, to be the 
nurseiy of a pious, learned, and a zealous ministry in our 
Church. This leads me to mention, that in consequence of the 
exertions of some respectable ladies of the City of Philadelphia, 
there has been established a scholarship in that Institution, by the 
deposit of 82500 in its Treasuiy. The suni exacted by the laws 
of the Institution is £2000; but the ladies have exceeded the 
requisition. They have done me the honour to call the Scholar- 
ship after my name ; and the appointment of a scholar, is to be 
permanently in the ecclesiastical authority of this diocess. 

On the 5th of September, I laid the corner stone of a Church 
in the City of Philadelphia, to be called St. Andrew's Church. 

On the 15th of the same month, in the forenoon, I preached and 
confirmed in St. Mary's Church, Chester County; and on the 
afternoon of that day, I did the same in Bangor Church, Lancaster 
County. 

On the 27th of the same month, I admitted' to Priests Orders, 
under letters dimissory from Bishop Bowen, Peter Vanpelt, junr. 
formerly of this Diocess. 

On the 17th of October, I laid the corner stone of a small Church 
in a settlement called Francisville, at the distance of about a mile 
from the City of Philadelphia, to the north-west. The Church is 
to be called after the name of St. Matthew. 

On the 29th of October, I consecrated Emanuel Church, in the 
Borough of New Castle, in the State of Delaware ; on which 
occasion I preached, and administered the Lord's supper. 

On the 22d day of December, in St. James's Church, in the 
city of Philadelphia, I ordained to the Holy Order of Priests, 
Joseph Jaquett, of this Diocess. : « 

On the 28th of February, I consecrated St Stephen's Church ; 
the corner stone of which had been laid, as already stated. 

Persons confirmed by me within the year are 210 in number. 

B 
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The dates of coafirmations held in the Churches under my pastoral 
care, have not been noticed. 

The Rev. Samuel Sitgreaves, jr. who had been ordained in this 
Jbis native state, but had been settled for some time in South 
Carolina, has returned, and taken the charge of the Episcopal 
congi^egation in Wilkes Barre: in which Borough there has been 
lately erected a handsome and commodious Church, expected to 
be consecrated in the ensuing season. 

The Rev. Gregory T. Bedell, originally of the Diocess oi New 
York, and since of that of North Carolina, has become a Clergy- 
man of this Diocess ; being engaged for the Church of St Andrew, 
now nearly finished, and expected to be consecrated in the course 
of the present month. 

The Rev. James Montgomery has been elected rector of St. 
Stephen's Church, Philadelphia, and has entered on the duties of 
his office. 

The Rev. William H. De Lancey has been elected asssistant 
Minister of Christ-Church, St. Peter's, and St. James's, in the 
city of Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Richard Urtipstead Morgan, who was ordained a 
Deacon during the last convention, has taken the charge of St. 
Paul's Church, Chester, and of St. Martin's, Marcus Hook. 

The Rev. George B. Shaeffer has resigned the charge of St. 
John's Church, York, having returned to the Diocess of Mary- 
land. 

The Rev. John P. Bausman, jr. who had been ordained in the 
Diocess of Maryland, has taken the charge of the congregations 
of Brownsville and Connelsville, in Fayette county. 

The Rev. Joseph Spencer, formerly of this Diocess, but resi- 
dent for some yeai-s past in that of Maryland, has undertaken the 
charge of the congregation in Carlisle; being also appointed a 
. professor in Dickerson College, in that Borough. 

The Rev. Moses P. Bennet, who had been ordained a Deacon 
in Connecticut, and sent a Missionary by the Society for the 
advancement of Christianity to the Western counties of this state, 
has been, and is still, successfully employed in raising congrega- 
tions in Greensburg and Kittaning. 

The Rev. Normak Nash, formerly a Deacon of the Diocess of 
Virginia, has been transferred ta this Diocess. Since his settle- 
ment in it he has been employed principally in efibrts for the 
erection of St. Matthew's Church, and for the organization of a 
congregation to worship in it : bat he has lately visited some 
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vaeant conjugations in Huntingdon County, at which there is a 
probability he may be settled. 

Charles G. Snowden, formerly a Presbyter of this Church, has 
been displaced by me from the Ministry, agreeably to the provi- 
sions of the 7th canon of 1820. 

The same ha^ taken place in reference to Manning B. Roche, 
formerly a Presbyter of this Church, and rector of Trinity 
church, Southwark ; of which the Rev. George Boyd, rector of 
St. John's Church, in the Northern Liberties, has taken the 
provisional charge. 

The only person admitted as a candidate during the present 
year, is Wm. Levington, a coloured man. 

The Society for the Advancement of Christianity in Pennsylva- 
nia, have continued their exertions, which have been blessed by a 
considerable degree of usefulness; although not sustained by a 
patronage adequate to its importance. There will be submitted to 
the convention a narrative of their proceedings: in which it 
should be especially noticed, that the annual subscription has 
been lessened, under the expectation that the loss from that 
measure will be more than balanced by an increase of the number 
of contributors. 

Its auxiliary, the Female Tract Society, has continued their 
publications with considerable benefit. There has been lately a 
suspension of their distributions, in consequence of a fire, which, 
originating in a neighbouring house, consumed that of the Book- 
seller in whose oflSce the tracts were deposited. A considerable 
proportion of the tracts were consumed ; and as no small number 
of those rescued from the flames were in sheets and scattered, it 
required time to review and to arrange them. 

The Prayer Book Society has become merged in the Society for 
the Advancement of Christianity ; to be infuture a branch of it, 
agreeably to a provision in its constitution. In consequence of 
too liberal a distribution gratuitously, the benefit will be for some 
time limited to the furnishing of the book on cheap terms, by 
means of the stereotype plates. 

The Sunday schools are in successful operation. In my last 
communication I mentioned the SunHay school society, as distinct 
from the more local associations formed for the giving of.instruc- 
tion in their respective schools; the other being designed exclu- 
•ively for the furnishing of books on the cheapest terms, to the 
schools which have been taken into their connexion. It is proba- 
ble that the knowledge of the advantage of such a connexion b^s 
not been sufficiently diffused. 
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The stock of the corporation for the support of the widows and 
children of deceased clergymen, has increased to the amount of 
thirty thousand dollars ; the annual produce of which, considera- 
bly exceeds the legal demands resting on it. We have reason to 
apprehend/ that the knowledge of the existence of such a fiind^ 
may create expectations which cannot be gratified, consistently 
with fidelity to the trust, of which there would be a manifest 
breach, if any portion of the income should be bestowed on any 
£imily of a clergyman, without its having been purchased for 
them, by his annual contributions. 

My confidence is still possessed by the Bible society of Phila- 
delphia; to which it will be continued, so long as they shall 
continue to act on the ground of their original organization. It 
has been said, that in some societies, formed under the profes- 
sion of the same object, of distributing the Bible without note or 
comtticnt, other objects have been associated ; perhaps with a 
pious design, but inconsistent with promise pledged, and tending 
to aggravate, instead of diminishing the differences subsisting 
among christian people. 

Every lapse of a year, increases my solicitude to hold up, as a 
very important object, the creating of a fund for the support of a 
future Bishop. I suppose it to be generally understood, that I 
have no personal interest in the subject ; but it would be a grati- 
fication to me to forsee, that my successor, detached fi^Dm paro- 
chial concerns, will have it in his power to bestow all his labours 
on the work of the Episcopacy ; and thus, be more efficient in the 
latter line, than has been possible in my case, on account of my 
parochial engagements. Having passed my sevr ity-fifth year, it 
is what ought to remind me that although my het th and strength, 
under a merciful Providence, are equal to what they have been 
at any period of my life, there must, ere long, be a decline of 
body, and perhaps of mind, even in the uncertain event of there 
being still a lengthening of my days. 

It has appeared to me, that the instituting of a Theological 
Seminary, has been met by the general approbation of the mem- 
bers of our church, and yet there does not seem to exist a due con- 
sideration of the expense necessary for the conducting of it on a 
plan adequate to its importance. In addition to this, the liberal 
bequest of a public spirited member of our church in the state of 
New York, seenjs to have been considered by some, as almost 
sufficient for the satisfying of the call on the generosity of the 
public. This is a mistake, as must be known by those who are 
conversant in the construction of institutions of the description 
stated. It is to be hoped, that further information will produce 
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more eorreet habits of thinking on the sublet ; an issue which 
may be e&cted bj statements of the clergy, and of influential 
gentleoien of the laity, as oppoirtuoities may oSer. 

It is a matter known to those who arfe prominent in the con- 
eerns of our church in this state, and doubtless the same is fek in 
other sections of the Union, that we receive most pressing entrea- 
ties for the extension q^ beneficence beyond our respective bounds ; 
especially to the scattered episcopalians, who have seated them- 
selves in the states which have derived their existence from the 
federal union. There is also a sentiment considerably prevalent, 
that it has become a christian duty, to add our efforts to the many 
recently put forth, as well in America as in Europe, for the evan- 
gelizing of heathen nations. In my last annual communication, 
there was stated the fact, of there having been organized a society 
by the public wisdom of our church, for domestic and foreign 
missions. It has also been thought proper, to make the city of 
Philadelphia, in this state, the seat from which the combined ener- 
gies are to be put forth. Your Bishop is aware of the weight of 
the claims lying on us, from the many places within our owi^ 
diocess, destitute of the means of grace. He, however, considers 
it as his duty to decJare the opinion that the objects stated have 
also their claims on us not to be disregarded, consistently with the 
extensive requisitions of christian' charity. It will be seen on at- 
tention to the constitution of the society, that every contributor 
has his choice of pouring his bounty either into the channel of 
the domestic, 0€ into that of the foreign object ; and while the 
opinion is here expressed, that the former was designed to be the 
most prominent, it is with the expectation, that in the disposal of 
what the public liberality may supply without the restraint of ap- 
propriation, the society will regard the latter object also, in pro- 
portion to the means with which they may be furnished. 

At the last convention, a committee was appointed, who, in con- 
currence with the bishop, might make provision for the supply of. 
destitute congregations. The committee have bestowed their at- 
tention on that important work, and with considerable effect j, as 
it will lie on them to make report to the convention, the less may 
. be said oh the subject in this address. . 

Before the concluding of the communication, the deliverer of it 
is desirous of stating the view which he takes of the very^leli- 
cate department of admir^istering the discipline of the church ; es- 
pecially in the painful task of noticing delinquency in any of 
his clerical brethren, in regard eitlier to error in doctrine, or to 
ipimorality of life. 
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On the firgt of these subjects, the danger of infringing on. lati' 
tude of sentiment, in matters not extending to the denial of the es- 
sential doctrines of the gospel as held by our church, and assented 
to at ordination, ought to produce caution relative to such diver- 
sity, as may reasonably be thought to subsist, without detriment 
to the degree of uniformity exacted by our articles and our ser- 
vices: and yet, all considerate persons will be aware of the diffi- 
culty of determining the point, at which error ceases to be harm- 
less. 

On the other of the two subjects, it so often happens, that there 
are propagated reports ascertained on inquiry to be without founda- 
tion, and it likewise so often happens, that when perhaps they 
are well founded; the reporters of them shrink from the bearing 
of testimony to what they will not be backward to affirm in ordi- 
nary conversation, that a bishop, however disposed to dissolve the 
connexion between the church and an unworthy clei^yman, ought 
to be conscientiously awake to the danger of giving countenance 
to slander, especially, as rashness of this sort would unite, in his 
person, the character of an accuser with that of a judge. 

The embarrassment arising from both of these sources, has been 
considerably lessened by a canon passed in the Greneral Conven- 
tion of 1S30, providing a process by which a minister may render 
his severance from the ministry his own act. It is a process less 
painful to his feelings, than that provided by the 26th and 27th 
canons of 1808; and therefore he has strong inducements to have 
recourse to it. The canon of 1820, however, has been sometimes 
misunderstood, as if purporting no more than suspension from the 
exercise of the ministerial function. For this reason, the notice 
of it is introduced at present; and the wish is expressed, that the 
well informed members of the church, and the clergy in particular, 
would make known, as opportunity may serve, that a sentence, 
under the said canon, effects complete dismission from the minis- 
try, and ought to operate as a caution against the considering of 
the party as an ordained minister : the authority conferred on hinoi 
in ordination having ceased. 

' I have nothing to add, brethren, but my wishes that your de- 
liberations may be blessed to the good of the church, and the as- 
surance of my hearty concurrence in what may have a tendency 
to that desirable object. 

WILLIAM WHITE. 
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Thomas Charlton, a delegate from St. John's Churchy near 
New London cross-roads, appeared and took his seat, 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Jibercrombie,the rules of order were 
read. 

On motion of Mr. Beady the following substitute for the 24th. 
regulation was adopted. 

" A Treasurer of the convention, and a Treasurer of the Epis- 
copal fund, shall be chosen upon the assembling of the Annual 
Convention of this Diocess, who shall remain in ojQSce until the 
meeting of the next convention. They shall perform all the du- 
ties usually appertaining to the office of a treasurer. Their ac- 
counts shall close on the Tuesday before the meeting of the Con- 
vention, and shall be submitted to the examination of the standing 
committee of the diocess. And the said standing committee shall 
report thereon to the convention.'' 

Mr. John Read was chosen by ballot Treasurer of the Episcopal 
Fund ; and Mr. Thomas H, White Treasurer of the Convention. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Muhlenburg, the committee on the 
i^te of jiie Church, appointed by the last convention, was called 
upon to report. 

The committee stated that unavoidable circumstances had pre- 
vented them from preparing a report. 

On motion, Resolved^ That the Delegates to the General Con* 
vention be a committee to prepare, with the sanction of the 
Bishop, a report oh the state of the Church, to be made to the 
General convention. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Montgomery, the following amend- 
ment to the constitution was introduced, and approved by the 
convention, to be acted on at the next annual convention, viz. 

Resolved, That the 4th article of the constitution of the Church 
in this state be amended, so as to read after the words '^ deputy or 
dqputies,^^ " worshippers in the said ChurchP 

Mr. Meredith, from the committee on the subject of Trustees 
of the General Theological Seminary, presented the following 
report : 

The committee appointed to inquire, and to report the number 
of trustees which this convention is entitled to nominate for the 
General Theological seminary, agreeably to the constitution there- 
of, report, 

That by the constitution, each Diocess is entitled to one trustee, 
to an additional trustee for every eight Clergymen within its 
bounds, ^nd to an additional trustee for every JS2000 contributed 
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to the seminary, until the sum junounts to jltlOyOOO and to one 
for every |1 10,000 exceeding the first. 

Applying this rule, it appears that the Diocess of Pennsylvania 
is entitled in that character to one trustee, having thirty-two Cler- 
gymen, it is further entitled to four trustees ; and that the contri- 
butions to the establishment of the "Bishop White Scholarship,?' 
(in which there is an excess of 0500 above the sum necessary for 
that pui*pose, being iS2000,) entitles it to one additional trustee — 
that besides this excess of jS500, a considerable sum has been coo- 
tributed, making, as there is reason to believe, in the whole, a 
sum sufficient to entitle this Diocess to one other trustee. 

The committee therefore propose, that this convention should 
nominate six trustees absolutely, and one upon the condition that 
it shall appear at the next meeting of the general convention, that 
the total of contributions to the seminary from this Diocess 
amount to, or exceed, ^4,000. 

W. MEREDITH, 
CHARLES SMITH, 
JOHxN MILLER, Jr. 

The Rev. Mr. Kemper read the minutes of the standing com- 
mittee of the Diocess during the past year. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Kemper^ the convention then 
proceeded to the election of Delegates to the general convention. 

The Rev. Dr. .dbercrombie, the Rev. Mr. Bull, the Rev. Mr. 
Kemper, and the Rev. Mr. Muhlenberg, of the Clergy, and 
Messrs. Sitgreavea, Stiles, Read and Meredith, of the Laity, 
were chosen. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Bull, the convention proceeded to 
ballot for members of the standing committee and council of 
advice, and the Rev. Mr. Boyd, Rev. Mr. Kemper, Rev. Mr. 
Bedell, Rev. Dr. Abercrombie, and the Rev. Mr. Allen, of the 
Clergy, with Messrs. Dale, Read, Commigys and Wheeler, of 
the Laity, Were elected. 

On motion of Mr, Read — Henry Hollingsuforth and John M. 
Price, Esqrs, were appointed the committee of accounts. 

On motion .of the Rev. Mr. Bedell, the parochial reports from 
the following parishes were read— 

PAROCHIAL REPORTS. 

Christ Church, Philadelphia, female school — 19 teachers— 00 
scholars — male — 4 teachers— 35 scholars. 
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St. Itmes's Ghurcfai Phili^i^lphia, £^tnal^ sehopl-^12 teaehers 
—80 scholar — male — 3 teachers — ^50 scholars^ 

St Peter's Churchy Philaddphia, female school — 10 teachers— 
60 scholars— *maler— 4 teachers— ^0 scholars. 

Christ-Church, Si. Peter's and St. James's, the Mt. Bev. 
WilUiam White, rector, Rev. Dr. Mercronibie, and Rev. Messrs. 
Kemper and De Lancey, assistant 9nm&/«rj,— baptisms 146-^ 
burials 135— communicants 425. 

St. PauPs church, Philadelphia, the Rev. B. •^llen, rector^^ 
communicants 210 (of which 50 were added during the last y.ear) 
-7-baptisms (10 adults) 69 — marriages 9 — ^funerab 49— Sunday 
seholars 500 (of which about 200 are persons of colour.) 

Bible classes for the benefit of youth have been carried on to 
considerable extent, and have been found sources of the most sig- 
nal benefit. The mode of conducting them, by means of wriUen 
questions and answers, has been found more acceptable than that 
usually adopted. 
Among the ladies, a society, entitled the ^^ Pilmore Society of St. 
PauPs Church," exists for the purpose of aiding young men Who are 
looking forward to the minisisy. Two young men are receiving 
its support. 

Among the young men of the church, a society is in active ope- 
ration, whose chief object is the distribution of the Homilies in 
the form of tracts. 

The spiritual interests of the church are extremely encouraging 
in their aspect, and there is reason to hope for a continually in- 
creasing blessing. May he " without whom nothing is strong — 
multiply upon us his mercies.'^ 

St. Stephen's church, Philadelphia. The Rev. James Mont- 
gamerff rector, deems it proper to record in this f^-st Parochial 
Report of tlie church, the following statement. 

The corner stone of the present splendid edifice was laid on the 
28th of May, 1622 — and the church consecrated on the 27th of 
February, 1823. A large and highly respectable congregation im- 
mediately attached itself to the church, and since the commence- 
ment of regular service, on the 9th of March, the assembled wor- 
shippers have been numerous and attentive. 

It not having been yet practicable to propose the register requir- 
ed by canon, the number of communicants cannot now be exactly 
ascertained — but they may be estimated at about forty. Baptisms 
(adults 1, infants 7) 8. . 

C 
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Sunday schools have been recently instituted in this cfaurcb 
with very flattering prospects of success and usefulness. 

Upon the whole, present appearances justify the pleasing expec* 
tation, that with the blessing of Heaven, the establishment of tht» 
church, will redound to the advancement of the divine glory and 
the good of souls. 

St, Stephen* 9 Churchy Wilkes-Barrey the Sev. Samuel Sit- 
greaveSj Jr, minister^ — ^Baptisms, (adults 6, children 26) 32 — 
communicants 31 — increase from last year 19 — marriages 2 — 
deaths (one of them a communicant) 3. 

St. John^s Churchy (N. L.) Philadelphiaj the Rev. Oeorge 
Boydj rectory — baptisms (adults 5, infants 22) 27— communi- 
cants 98 — ^removed and dead 11. 

The two Sunday schools belonging to this churdi are much in 
the same situation as they were at the time of the last report 

TMiiity churchy Southwarky Philadelphiay the Rev. George 
Boyd temporary rec/or,-*-«ommunicants Vl-^baptisms since the 
first of January, 3 infants. 

The Female Sunday school, belonging to this church has 137 
children on its roll — and 20 teachers. — ^The Male school has 100 
children-'-S teachers, and 3 assistant teachers. 

St. John^s churchy Norristowtiy the Rev. J. C. Clayy rector y^^^ 
conlmunicants (deceased and removed 12) 62 — ^baptisms 15— mar- 
riages 8 — ^funerals 11— children in Sunday school, about 40. 

St. Jameses churchy Perkiomeny the Rev. J. C. Clayy rector — 
communicants 21 — baptisms 5 — ^marriages 14 — ^funerals 7. 

St. John*s churchy Carlisle, the Rev. Joseph Spencer y rector — 
communicants from 26 to 30 — baptisms 5— marriages 2 — fune- 
rals 1. 

There is a Sunday school attached to this church, which con- 
tains from fifty to sixty children. 

The present state of this congregation would not, perhaps, jus- 
tify me in saying, that its prospects are very flattering. There is, 
however, reason to believe, that it is gradually improving both in 
piety and numbers. 

Trinity churchy Pittsburghy the Rev. W, Thompsquy rector — 
baptisms —(adults 2, children 25) 27 — communicants 50 — mar- 
riages 2— funerals 3. 
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Hopes are entertained that the church in this city is rising from 
her decayed and scattered state : for the year last past, our congre- 
gations hkve been uniformly good ; there is among our people a 
growing attachment to Oar most excellent church ; a considerable 
zeal for promoting her interests •; tolerably correct views of her dis- 
tinctive character ; and on the minds of many, a just concern for 
eternal things. 

Si. Andrew's churchy Pkilodelphiay the Rev. G. T. Bedell, 
rector — ^marriages 8 — ^baptisms 6. 

The congregation of this church having been but lately organ- 
ized! no regular parochial report can of course be given. 

ChrhVs church, Crreensburgh^ und the church at Kittaning, 
the Rev. Moses P. Bennet, minister- — baptisms at Greensburgh 
(adults 18, children 43) 61 — communicants 21 — fuuerals 4i'--mar- 
riages 1. Baptisms at Kittaning 3 — Somerset 2. 

As this is the first report which has been made of the Church in 
-Greensburgh, perhaps it will not be improper to remark, that under 
present circumstances, there appears every prospect of a perma- 
nent establishment During the last summer, of 1822, my exertions 
were made for the purpose of having our church organized and in- 
corporated according to law, and with the divine blessing, my en* 
deavours have been successful. We obtained a charter : the wai'- 
dens and vestry then opened a subscription for the purpose of 
erecting a house ofjaublic worship; and I am happy in stating to 
this Convention, that on Monday the 5th inst., the corner stone was 
laid, in expectation of having (he whole completed by the first of 
October next. During the past year, I have preached once at Free- 
port, and once at Somerset, where I baptized two children ; and it 
would be of the greatest importance that more labourers could be 
obtained for this part of our vineyard. 

* St. Jameses church, Lancaster, the Rev. Joseph Clarkson, 
associate rector — baptisms (infants 18, adults 2) 20 — funerals 18^ 

St. John^s churchy Pequea, the Rev. Joseph Clarkson, associate 
rector. — baptisms (infants 32, adults 18) 50 — funerals not known 
-—communicants — . 

Christ^s church, Leacock, the Rev. Joseph Clarkson, rector, 
— ^Ijaptisms (infants 23, adults 5) 28 — funerals not known — com- 
municants not known — marriages 36, in the 3 congregations. 

Trinity church, Oxford, the Rev, George Sheets, rector — 
baptisms 7— communicants 23 — burials 23. 
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JiU Saints^ Lower bublini the Rev. O. 8heet»^ ♦'«cft>r— com- 
municaats 29— -burials 25— -inarriages 6. 

St. John^s churchy Huntingdon^ the ReV. N. Nash, <»ft»fo^. ^ 
The members of thisCharch, notwithstanding the many di^edwutage- 
ments iind ^vere rebukes with which they have heretofore t)^h 
tried, still continue to evince a zeal in the cause of Christ, anfdan ^ 
tachmeat to the interests of the Church, which is truly praisewor- 
thy. 

Mr. Nash has oflSciated in Huntingdon for dearly two iKifbhthlK 
past, during which time he has had the satisfaction of meeting 
wge and attentive congr^tions ; but from the peculiar situation 
in which they have been unhappily placed, and his short ac- 
quaintance with the congregation, cannot state the precise number 
of actual members. One adult person has been baptized^— 4 prc^ 
mising female bible class commenced — a large Sunday echod 
instituted— and an auxiliary missionary society organized. 

In Leivistown also the members of the Church hiahii^t a 
rtrong desire that the waste places may be built up. The stridtd^t 
kttention is paid to the ministry of the wotd. 

StiJames^schtxrchyLancQstery andSt.John% Pequea, theRev. 
William Augusttis Muhlenberg^ associate rector. — In com- 

ftiance with the resoloition t)f the last convention, in ^hic^h th6 
Jlergy are recommended to relate ivhatever facts may eihibit th^ 
state of religion in their respective parishes ; 'it is pro{ler t6 
remark, that the church in Lancaster is gradually increasing ih 
numbers, and, it is trusted, in seriousness and j^ety — tliough tbfe 
additions to the communion since the last report have bieeti but 
small. The Sunday school, hi which the ladies of thfe congrega- 
tion especially, continue to persevere with becoming ieal, is, 
perhaps, the most interesting object in the parish — including both 
departments, about 200 children attend, instructed by 20 teachers. 
As a proof of the salutary influence of these institutions \ipon 
those who conduct them, as well as upon their pupils, it ttttiy \s6 
mentioned, that several of the teachers have become professors of 
religion since being engaged in the school. 

The bible class consists of ^ibout 15 young ladies, whose im- 
provement in biblical knowledge proves the impbrt'ahce and 
efficiency of this means of conveying scriptural instruction. 

Collections have been made for the !Epis<k>pal fund, and for 
the society forthe Advancement of Christianitv in Pennsylvania — 
for the former of which 80. dollars werie collected, and for the 
letter $50. There are also in the congregation a society, and an 
association auxiliary to the Domestic dtid Foreign Missionary 
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Sd^i^ >ai\ib If. Sv Chattk of tte U. 9- tvhi«h> as the fui^ds of 
the former are jklready considerable^ k M expedtfed will be able to 
femsird^ ttitk^mXyi a re^p^tabte toaUibutroh to the parent insti- 
iiftloti. Witfi th6 Alijority of the aongHegatioOy a decided interest 
isfdtki the i4iissioftat*y imd biblis cause. 

At St. John^a ehurch, Pequea, a coUectioii fofr the Episcopal ftind 
has also been made, amounting to $20. With respect to this con- 
gtie^tSohy I tAt Itdd but littk of «h ettoD^ttging nature^ as I Visit 
th^hi but vikdb in jfour we^ks-^that (reqbent i&terodfarse does not 
exist between minister and people, which is necessary to the 
satisfaction of the one, or the spiritual improvement of the other. 
Manyof the'familiies, somlB of whom ar6 the most respectable in 
the neighbourhood, itb warmly atflacfaed to tlie church, and are 
desirous that by some arrangement a resident^ pastor might be 
settldSJ among them. Were this avcompli^faed, I belieye the 
church iivctald flourish iti this part Of thie country. 

St James^, lAftcaster-^iptismiS— '4 of which ^9^Tt adults 20 — 
c*oittttitrnfa»nts 40-^rt^rriag^ '6. 

St,. PaiiPs churchy Chester^ and St. Martin% Marcus Hooky bg 
ihe Rev.J^. U. Mbr^an. — BaplisAis, since the first of last July- 
infants 3 — communicants, rtoioved 1, present number 40 — mar- 
riages 7 — burials 15. 

To the latter of the ftbove mentioned churches, there is attach- 
ed a Sunday school, which is under the superintendance of six 
male and six female teachers. There are between forty and fifty 
children upon the roll, and about thirty regular in attendance* 
Attention to it is increasing. 

St. James's churchy Bristol, the Rev. J. Jaqueft, minisUr — 
communicants 134 — baptisms 2 — ^burials 15 — marriages 3. 

Trinity churchy Easiariy the Sev. ^ohn Rodney, jxtnioTy rector, 
— ^baptisms 10, two of which were adults-*-marriages 8 — funerals 7 
-^coiilmtmictots 25, sik of Whom have been added during the 
year pkst, and ^ve have removed. 

The Sunday school attach^ to the chui^h is flourishing : it con- 
sbt^ of 75 scholirrs, condudted by 16 teachers. 

St. Luk^s churchy Germantoumy the Rev. Charles Meredith 
Dupuy, fectoTy — baptisms 3-*communicants 20 — marriages 3 — 
burials 5. 

A large number df the families attached to this church are of 
Pfaihdeiphia, and reside in OermantoWn only during the summer 
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moQths. The above report is made of those families* wW pemuh 
uently reside ia Germantown. 
The Sunday school continues under the divine blessing to pros- 

¥tr. The names of one hundred children are entered on the rolL 
hey are generally regular in their attendance. Forty of their 
number are catechumens. 

Return of Si. OabriePs church, Malattin, the Rev. Levi Bull, 
9iec/or— communicants 71 — baptisms 16 — all children-^marriages 
4 — funerals 29. 

Return of Si. Mary^s, Chester county , the Rev. Levi Bidt^ 
rector — communicants 92-— marriages 24 — funerals not known. 

Return of Bangor church, Lancaster county^ the Rev., Levi 
Bully rec/or— communicants 40 — ^marriages^ number not known 
— funerals, number not known. 

There is a Sunday school at Malattin, not very flourishing — 
there are three conducted in the vicinity of St Mary's church, 
which promise to be useful, conducted partly by the members of 
the above church. 

There is one at Bangor, in a flourishing state, conducted also 
partly by the members of that church. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Mien, Resolved, That the next an- 
nual convention of this church be held at Norristown, Montgome- 
ry county. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Kemper, Resolved, That the 
meeting of the next annual convention be on the first Tuesday 
after tlieferst Wednesday in May. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Muhlenberg, Resolved, That every 
clergyman who does not comply with the 1st section of the 9th 
regulation of this church, be required at the next convention to 
assign a reason for the same. 

Chief Justice T^lghman, Mr. Deshong, Mr. Stevenson, Mr. 
Clarkson, Mr. Pearce, and Capt. Wallington solicited and ob- 
tained leave of absense during the remainder of the session. 

The convention then adjourned to meet to-morrow, at 9 
o'clock, A. M. 

Thursday, 9 o'clock, A. M. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. Morning Prayer 
vvas conducted by the Rev. Mr. Montgomery. 
On motion of the Rev. Mr. MontgQmtry--^Resolved, That the 
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thanlu of this convention be returned to the Rev. Mr. Bedell, 
for his Sermon delivered at its opening. 

Mr. Hazlehurst and Mr. Miller obtained leave of absence for 
the remainder of the session. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Clay—Resolvedj That the thanks of 
this convention be given to the friends of the Church in Lancas- 
ter, for the hospitality and kindness experienced from them by 
the members of the convention. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Sheets^ the committee appointed 
by the last convention in relation to the supply of vacant congre- 
gations, were called upon to report, and reported as follows : 

The committee appointed by the last convention to consist 
with the bishop upon some mode for supplying the vacant con- 
gregations in this state with occasional services, &c. beg leave to 
report that very soon after the adjournment of the convention, a 
plan was formed, by which each vacant congregation, and each 
vicinity where it was supposed a few Episcopalians could be 
founds might be visited from 3 to 4 times in the course of the 
year. This arrangement required that each clergyman in the 
state should devote two or three Sundays to missionary purposes. 
The plan received the approbation of the bishop, and was acted 
upon for some time with considerable effect. A correspondence 
was opened with most of the clergy of the Diocess ; several of 
them had made one or more journies, and others were preparing 
to go, when the committee felt it their duty, though with great 
reluctance, to limit, as far as possible, their future operations. — 
A communication from the treasurer of the convention arrested 
their attention. They applied to the bishop and his council for 
advice, and immediately determined that no new arrangements 
should be made. This step was taken on the 13th of last Dec. 
on the following account: The committee, in making their 
plan, found it necessary in order to accomplish the wish of the 
convention, that several clergymen should travel a considerable 
distance. Some of the most interesting and promising of our new 
congregations are a great way off from the residence of any 
parochial minister. Visits to these members of our church proved 
to be more expensive than was expected. The demands upon the 
treasury were increasing, and it was greatly feared that the 
accomplishment of the whole design would exhaust the funds 
before the meeting of the convention should arrive. 

Although, therefore, all that the committee had anticipated has 
not been accomplished, they are gratified in stating that much 
good has been done. It remains for the convention to determine 
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whfithcr the prevent pUn abnU be yniPI^ Qr a o^^ ope be 
adopted. 

The foUpwipg werf arranged in 4ie lipt pf vacant c^Dgr^tiens 
and of places which deserve attention : 

HamUtooviUet-^nsquehanna and Bradford coqntiea— Nesconec 
andBerwick-^Blpqnisliuiicand Jersey-^hore— Fran)Uio and Butler 
Qovntiea &;^."-^Whitemarih-^St. Peter^s, Chester valley— Hiynting- 
don county— Adams county— Carlisle-^NeiiV J^Qndon cross rpadi^ 
— Mifflin coqn^, &c. — Nprthumherland, Sitnbqry, andMiltoi| — 
Fayette county— Philipsburg— Reading— and Somerset counter. 
York wa9 sieon added to the li^t. 

Of these, Whitemarsh has been visited by the Rev. Dr. Aber- 
ertaifaiey the Rev. Br. Bearley, the Rev. Mr. Mahlenheig, and 
several times by the Rev. Mr. Bedell. This Qhureh, one of tba 
earliest established in the stale^ remains var ant 

St. Feler'a, in the Valley, has been visited by the Rev. Dr. 
Abercrombie, the Rev« Mr, Montgomery, the Rev. Mr. Allen, 
and the Rev. Mr, Bull- This church is still vacant 

Huvtii^don w^ visited by the Rev. Mr. Boyd. TT^e Rev. 
Mr. Na^ haa been ofl^ciatiog li) thi^ interesting county two or 
tlu^ montlia, The atj^temept of Mr. Boyd is appended to thi^ 
report* 

The cburob in Ad^ms ^oypty has be^n twice visited by the 
Rev. Mr. Clark^OQ* Thia congregation e^peqts tp b^ united t0 
a^ of York ; wd it i^ heJiev^dthat when thus united they can 
support 9 ctergywau. 

Neseopeo and Berwick were viaited by the Rev. Mr, She^t^. 
Berwick was likewise visited by the Rev. Mr. Hopkins. 

Bloomsbury and Jersey shore were visited by the Rev. Mr. 
Sheets. The report of this Rev. gentleman will appear below.-r- 
Bloomsbury was likewise visited by the Rev. Mr. Dupuy. 

^ew London cross roads has been visited by the Rev. Messrs. 
Bull, Brinckle and Morgan. 

Northumberland, Sunbury and Milton. The Rev. Mr. Clay- 
has officiated at all these places. The Rev. Mr. Rodney has offi- 
ciated at Northumberland and Milton. Northumberland and 
3unbury have been visited by the Rev. Mr, Dupuy and Northum- 
berland by the Rev. Mr. Sheets. 

Fayette county was visited by the Rev. Mr. Thompson, The 
committee are happy to state that since March, the Rev. Mr. 
Bausrnan has been settled in this county. 

At Hamiltonville, the Rev. Mes^s. Bed^U, Allen and K^inper 
have preached. 
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The congregatioas in Susquehanna and Bradford counties were 
visited by the Rev. Mr. Roche in August last, and have since . 
been visited by the Rev. Mr. Sitgreaves, The statement of Mr. 
Sitgreaves deserves attention. 

The Rev. Messrs. Dupuy and Nash have officiated at Reading. 

Before Carlisle could be visited, it was most happily supplied 
by the Rev. Professor Spencer. 

The other places have not been visited under the direction of 
the committee. 

All which, with the accompanying dQcuments, is respectfully 
submitted. 

JACKSON KEMPER, 
On behalf qf the Catnmtttee. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Muhlenberg ^ Resolved, That the com- 
mittee of publication be required to form a digest of the informa- 
tion presented in the report of the committee for the supply of 
vacant congregations, in order to have it inserted in the Journal 
of this convention. 

This digest will be found appended 1o the Journal. 

On motion of Mr. Meredith^ Resolved^ That a committee be 
appointed to consider and report to the next convention, a plan for 
raising a fund and providing means for supplying the vacant 
congregations and vicinities in this diocess : and that in the 
mean while the said committee, with the approbation of the 
Bishop, take such measures as they may find practicable for 
accomplishing that object, with the same powers which were 
granted to the committee appointed at the last convention. 

The Rev. Dr. Beasley, the Rev. Mr. Kemper, and the Rev. Mr. 
Boyd were appointed the committee. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Sheets, Resolved^ That in future it 
shall be the duty of the Clergy, in any place where the State 
Convention may be held, to provide, if possible, private accom- 
modations for both the Clergy and Lay Delegates who may 
attend the same. 

The convention then went into an election for Trustees of the 
General Theological Seminary, to be nominated to the general 
convention, and in pursuance of the report of the committee on 
that subject, six were chosen absolutely, and one conditionally. 

The following persons were elected, absolutely : the Rev. Mr. 
Kernper, Rev. Mr. Boyd, Rev. Mr. Montgomery, Rev. Mr, 
Bedell y Mr. John Read, and Chief Justice Tilghman. 

D 
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The Rev. Mr. Allen was chosen on the eontingency that the 
Diocess is entitled to another Trustee. 

On motion of Mr. Robinaon^ the accounts of the Treasurer of 
the Convention and of the Episcopal Fund w^re read. 

On motion, Besohedy That the Treasurer of the Convention 
be authorized to pay such part of the expenses of the General 
Convention as may be apportioned to this Diocess. 

On motion, Resolved^ That the Rev. Mr. Ktmptr and the 
Secretary be the committee of publication. 

The Convention then adjourned sine die. 

WILLIAM H. DE LANCEY, 
Secretary, 

LUi qfthe Congregations in the Diocess of Pennsylvania. 
Philadelphia County. 

The City of Fhiladelphia.--The united churches of Christ 
Church, St. Peter's Church and St James's Church — St Paul's 
Church, St Stephen's Church, St Andrew's Church, and St Tho- 
mas's (African) Church. 

Northern Liberties. — St John's Church. 

Southwark. — ^Trinity Church. 

Lower Dublin Township. — All Saints Church. 

Oajord Township. — ^Trinity Church. 

Oet*mantown. — St. Luke's Church. 

Blockky Township^ Mantua. — St Mark's Church. 
Delaware County. 

Chester.— ^i. Paul's Church. 

Lower Chichester Thwnship, Marcus Hook. — ^St. Martin's 
Church 

Concord Township.-^St John's Church. 

Radnor Tbwnship,-^St David's Church, 
Chester County. 

New London Township. — St. John's Church. 

East Nantmeal Township. — St. Mary's Church. 

Valley. —SL Peter's Church. 

Lancaster County. 

City of Lancaster. — St James's Church. 

Pequea Township. — St John's Church. 

Leacock Ibwnship. — Christ Church. 

Caernarvon Township^ Church Town. — ^Bangor Church. 
Bucks County. 

Bristol. — St James the Greater's Church. 
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Montgomery County. 
Whitemarsh Thumship. — St. Thomases Church. 
Perkiomen Township, — St. Jameses Church. 
Norristown, — St. Johnfs Church. 

Berks County. 

Amity Township. — St. Gabriel's Church. 

Northampton County. 

Boston. — ^Trinity Church. 

Northumberland County. 

Milton. — Christ Church. 

Columbia County. 

Sugarloqf Township. — St. GabriePs Church. 
Bloomsbury. — St. PauPs Church. 

Lycoming County. 

Muncey Creek Township. — St. James's Church. 

Luzerne County- 

IVilkeS'Barre.— St Stephen's Church. 

Bradford County. 

Pike. ' Church. 

Susquehanna County. 

S^ningville. ■ Church. 

New Milford. ' Church. 

York County. 

York. — St John's Church. 

Adams County. 

Huntif^ton Township. — Christ Church. 

Cumberland County. 

Carlisle. — St. John's Church. 

Huntingdon County. 

Huntingdon. —St. John's Church. 

Allegany County. 
City of Pittsburgh.'-^Tnmty Church. 

Westmoreland County. 
Greensburgh. — Christ Church. 
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LIST OF THE CLERGY 

OF THE 

DIOCESS OP PENNSYLVANIA, 
May, 1S2S. 

The Right Rev« William White, D D. Bishop, Senior of the Ameri- 
can Church, presiding in the House of Bishops, and Rector of 
Christ Church, St Peter's, and St. James's, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Robert Blackwell, D. D. residing in Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Joseph Hutchins, D. D. residing in Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Joseph Pilmore, D. D. residing in Philadelpnia. 

The Rev. James Abercrombie, D. D Senior Assistant Minister of 
Christ Church, St. Peter's, and St. James's, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Frederick Beasle^, D. D. Provost of the University of 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Bird Wilson, D. D. Professor of Systematic Divinity ii 
the General Theological Seminary. 

The Rev. Joseph Clarkson, Associate Rector of St. James's Church, 
Lancaster, and St, John's Church, Pequea, and Rector of Christ 
Church, Leacock. 

The Rev. Robert Ayres, residing in Brownsville, Fayette county. 

The Rev. Francis Reno, officiating in Beaver county. 

The Rev. James Wiltbank, Master of the Grammar School in the 
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Caleb Hopkins, Rector of St. James's Church, Muncey 
Cjreek, Lycoming county, and St. Gabriel's, Sugar Loaf, Colum- 
bia county. 

/the Rev. Levi Bull, Rector of St. Gabriel's Church, Berks county, 
I St. Mary's, Chester county, and Bangor Church, Churchtown, 
Lancaster county. 

The Rev. John Taylor, residing in Pittsburgh. 

The Rev. Jackson Kemper, Assistant Minister of Christ Church, 
St. Peter's and St. James's, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Gregory T. Bedell, Rector of St. Andrew's Church, Phila- 
delphia. 

The Rev. George Boyd, Rector of St. John's Church, N. Liberties^ 
Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Jehu C. Clay, Rector of St. James's Church, Perkiomen, 
and St. John's, Norristown, Montgomery county. 
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The Rev. James Montgoroerj, Rector of St. Stephen's, Philadel-. 
phia. 

The Rev. Benjamin Allen, Recter of St. Paul's Church, Philadel- 
phia. 

The Rev. George Sheets, Rector of Trinitv Church, Oxford, and 
All Saints' Church, Lower Dublin, Philadelphia countj. 

The Rev. Charles M. Dupuj, Rector of St. Luke's Church, Gkr*. 
man town, Philadelphia countj. 

The Rev. John P. Baoiunan, Jr. oflEiciating in Brownsville and Con- 
neUville, Fayette county. 

The Rev Samuel C. Brinckle, Rector of St. David's, Radnor, and 
St. John's, Concord. 

The Rev. William A. Muhlenberg, Associate Rector of St. James's, 
Lancaster, and St John's, Pequea, Lancaster county. 

The Rev. John Rodney, junior. Rector of Trinity Church, Easton, 
Northampton county. 

The Rev. William H. De Lancey, Assistant Minister of Christ 
Church, St. Peter's, and St. James's, Philadelphia. 

The Rev. William Thompson, Rector of Trinity Church, Pitts- 
burgh, Allegany county. 

The Uev. Joseph Spencer, Rector of St. John's Church, Carlisle, 
and Professor of Languages in Dickinson College. 

The Rev. Joseph Jatjuett, officiating at Bristol, Bucks county. 

The Rev. Samuel Sit^reaves, junior, Deacon, officiating in St. Ste- 
phen's Church, Wilkes-Barre, Luzerne countv. 

The Rev. Norman Nash, Deacon, officiating in Huntingdon county. 

The Rev. Moses P. Bennet, Deacon, officiating in Greensburgh, and 
Kittanning. 

The Rev. Richard U. Morgan, Deacon, officiating in St. Paul's, 
Chester, and St. Martin's, Marcus Hook, Delaware county. 

Totd 34. 
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The surviving trustees of the Episcopal Fund^for the Diocess 
qf Pennsylvaniaj report to the standing committee — 

That since their last report, made on the 23d day of April, 1823| 
the treasurer has received 1^1044 22 from collections made in the 
churches, and from the interest on United States stock. This sum, 
as it was received, was immediately laid out, but the stock pur- 
chased with it, being at the time at an advance, the trustees could 
procure with it but y8999 57. These investments, in addition to 
the former purchases, will make the whole amount of six per cent 
stock, belonging to the Episcopal Fund at this time, seven thou- 
sand seven hundred and thirty*three dollars and nine cents. 

JOHN READ, > Surviving 
RICHARD DALE,S Trustees. 
Philadelphia, May 6, 1823. 



Bought by order of John Read, Esquire, Treasurer of the 
Episcopate Fund. 

18££ 6 per cent of 1814. 



18£3 



May 22 


S28r 28 


at 


104^ per cent 


8300 21 


June 4 


80 20 


- 


103^ 


83 00 


July 16 


110 34 


- 


105 


115 86 


October 18 


112 04 


. 


106 


108 16 


January 22 


103 48 


. 


106 


109 69 


April 22 


126 80 


- 


103 i 


131 24 


May 2 


189 43 




do. - . 


196 06 




8992 57 


81044 22 



The stock transferred to John Read, Thomas M*Eaen, and Ri- 
chard Dale, in trust, and payment received from John Read, Esq. 
HALE 4- DAVIDSON, Philadelphia. 
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AN ABSTRACT 



OF THE DOCUMENTS WHICH ACCOMPANIED THE REPORT OF THE 
COMMITTEE FOR THE SUPPLY OF VACANT CHURCHES. 



Referred to at page 25. 



At Northumberland the Rev. Mr, Sheets reports, there is 
scarcely the appearance of a congregation. He preached here 
three times, once in a brick church, a part of which belongs to 
the Episcopalians. At Bloomsburg he baptized a child, adminis- 
tered the communion, and preached five times. Mr. S. likewise 
visited Jersey town, Berwick and Nescopec. He was absent three 
Sundays during ihe months oC August and September, and preach- 
ed during his visit 19 times. " Our congregations" says he, " have 
been good, and, I would hope that the word has not altogether fall- 
en to the ground. Many appear sincerely pious, and are, 1 trust, 
inquiring their way with their faces thitherward." 

The Rev. Mr, Clarkson visited Christ Church, Huntington, 
Adams county, on Monday, the first of September, preached to 
a crowded and mixed congregation, and administered the sacra- 
ment of the Lord^s Supper to 15 persons. During divine service, 
great solemnity prevailed. A strong attachment to the church in 
every particular was evident. 5 Infants were baptized. The con- 
gregation consists of about 25 families, who are desirous of having 
regular service. They are unable, at present, to raise more than 
jS200, and would be satisfied with the third part of a Clergyman's 
time. During the pastoral charge of the late lamented Rev. Mr. 
Woodruff, they had half his time and services — and Carlisle tlie 
other. But the church at Carlisle being now supplied by the Rev. 
Professor Spencer, the Huntington congregation have formed a con- 
nexion with the church at York — the twO churches being about 
18 miles apart, and are ready to receive and encourage the appli- 
cation of any respectable Clergyman. — ^The York congregation 
can raise about jS300, exclusive of a very spacious and convenient 
parsonage house and garden, &c. ' 

E 
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t am thus particular, 6a3'A Mr. Clarkson, at the request of one 
of the parties, acting for both, at once to show their desire for a 
pastor, and their ability to support one, however small at present, 
that no disappointment may ensue from exaggerated statements, 
which is too often the case. 

It is further sug^sted, however, that an increase of both the 
conjugations, and consequently « an increase of sup|)ort, will take 
place as soon as a regular cltrrs;yman is settled amons; them. 

Mr. Clarkson paid a second visit to this conj^re^ation in Decem- 
ber last, when the Lord's Supper was again administered, and a 
child baptized. 

The Rev. Mr, Boyd visited the county of Huntingdon in No- 
vember. The Episcopalians in the town of Huntingdon and its 
vicinity are numerous. 51 persons, the most of whom have fami- 
lies, profess to bdong to the church^ The house of worship is at 
present owned by them, in union with the Lutherans and Pres* 
byterians ; but it is their intention, in the event of their being able 
to obtain the stated services of a clergyman, cither to purchase dm 
whole of the present building, or erect a new onei. ^ \2 duldrm 
were baptized here. 

Mr. Boyd officiated at Watersteet, nine miles up the Juoiata^ 
and found a few Episcopalians— and learnt that at Race^^wn* 
branch, about 12 miles from Huntingdon^ there were a few m&n. 

"On the 6th of November, says Mr. Boyd, I left Huntikigdoa 
and went to Mr. Cromwell's, in the neighbourhood of Shirleya- 
burgh, where an appointment had been made for me to preach 
that evening. Mr. Davis, an aged and pious member of the church 
at Huntingdon, accompanied me oki my way, about eight miles, 
who at parting, with much feeling, be^^^ that the friends of the 
Redeemer would remember their forlorn condition^ and induce 
som^ zealous and pious minister to come and settle amofig them. 
Oh leaving this interesting neighbourhood, I was forcibly mminded 
of our Lord's words to his disciples^ when he saw the multitude of 
his countrymen without any to show them the way of salvation, 
' they fainted, and were scattetied abroad as sheep having no s^e|h 
herd : then saith he unto his disciples, the harvest truly is plente^ 
ous, but the labourers are few ; pray ye therefore the Lord of tfai 
harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest' — 'That 
this scripttire applies to the members of other churches, I wiJI not 
Fenture to say, but it is literally true of Episcopalians there. 

*' On reaching Mr. Cromwell's^ I found a number of persons aH- 
sembled from the surrounding country, some of whom had cooMe 
eight or nine miles. The place Appointed for pulilic worship, vfm 
crowded by an attentive and serious congrq^aibioii. At thb tH 
I baptized a child. 



Digitized by 



Google 



^* The prospects of the Episcopal church in this section of the 
country are encouraging. Mr. (Jromivell told me that he had no 
doubt a church might be built here, during the next summer, if 
they could procure the regular services of a clergyman one-half 
or even one-third of the time.'' 

During this visit, Mr. Boyd was absent three weeks. 

Report of the Rev, Rfr. Allen. — In obedience to the directions 
of the convention, I visited the church in the valley, and the vil- 
lage of Hamilton. In the former, a strong attachment to the 
Qhurch was manifested, and a considerable congre^^ation attende4* 
Ten miles froni the church, large congregations assembled in the 
woods, and some hopes are entertained, that by the blessing of God, 
on the exertions of a venerable member of our flock, a house of 
worship will be erected. 

In Hamilton, a sum nearly adequate to the completion of a 
*' house of prayer/' has been subscribed, and it is believed a build- 
ing will be put up. 

The Rev. Mr, Thompson visited Brownsville, Union-town, 
and Connelsville, in November. Some ten or fifteen years past, 
says he, there was npt less thgn five congregations belonging to 
the church, in the vicinity of Brpwnsville— one at West's church, 
six miles from Brownsville, one at Jackson's church, 7 miles, one 
at Muddy Creek, 11 n>iles, one at Red stone, 12 miles from 
Brownsville^— the name pf the other I forget — these congregations 
through the want of clergymen to settle in this part of the coun- 
try, are nearly all gone to other denominations, yet it is believed, 
if a missionary could be sent among them, many of them would 
return to the chureh. 

Report of the Rev. Mr. Dttpui/. -^During the time of my' 
absence, which was something more than two weeks, J, 
preached at Reading, Sunbury, Northumberland and Blooms- 
burg. At Reading I preached in the Lutheran church, by invita^ 
tion from the Rev. Mr. Muhlenberg. The English inhabitants 
of the town attended generally — six or seven families attached 
to our Communion^ reside there, besides several, I am told, well 
inclined to the church. An Episcopalian informed me that a lot 
had been left many years since to the church. I went to see it. 
It IS situated in the most central and valuable part of the town. 
It appears to me, from the opinion I have been enabled to form, 
that if missionary aid could be afforded, the Episcopalians of Read- 
ing would be^cited to raise a church. I have since heard, but I 
know not whether it be correct, that a missionary was sent to this 
place many years before the revolution, by the venerable society 
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of the church of England. I am inclined to think, if the Society 
for the Acivaacement of Christianity would be willing to send a mis^ 
sionary there now, we should soon have the pleasure of seeing a 
new church added to our communion. 

From Reading I proceeded directly to Northumberland, and 
preached there twice ; I also preached twice at Sunbury. The 
people appear gratified in these places with visits from clergymen 
of our church, but have no hope of ever being able to settle a cler- 
gyman among them. 

From Northumberland I went to Bloomsburg, about twenty 
miles distant up the north branch of the Susquehanna ; I preached 
there in the evening, in the Episcopal church ; the church was well 
filled : I am told there are between thirty and forty families attach- 
ed to it. 

Report of the Rev. Messrs. Brinckle S; Morgan, concerning 
the Church at New London. — ^The congregation we found in a 
very destitute situation, as we had expected. But little vital piety 
was visibly among them. At the same time it was gratifying to 
see by their ready attendance, that they had not lost all relish for 
the public services of the church. Though but little direct benefit 
could be expected from the few sermons we preached among 
them, yet indirectly it seems likely to produce a beneficial result. 
They are now making efforts to have their church supplied, and 
for this purpose have started a subscription. They also contem- 
plate repairing their house. May the Great Head of the church 
strengthen the things that remain and are ready to die. 

Report of the Rev. Mr. Bull. — ^I visited and preached to the 
congregation of St. Peter's Church, in the Great Valley, Chester 
county, and also administered the holy communion to about twelve 
persons. Religion seems to be in a languishing state here ; but as 
the Congregation is not very small, and the funds of the church 
such as to afford a moderate compensation for the services of a 
clergyman one half of his time, hopes are entertained, that with 
the blessing of God, an augmented attention to their eternal in- 
terests mi^ht be produced. 

I also visited and preached to the congregation, near New Lon- 
don Cross Roads in the above county. The people are very much 
scattered, and except in a few instances, zeal for the interests of 
the church seems nearly extinguished. Unless efforts be soon 
made for their resuscitation, with the present generation will ex- 
pire that languishing coi>gregation. 

The Rev. Mr, Clay reported, that he visited and oflSciated at 
Milton, Northumberland, and Sunbury. In these towns the>*e 
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are but few Episcopal families, and but little to encourage mis" 
sionary efforts ; unless, indeed, the low and languishing state of 
our church in those places be a motive to exertion for its revival. 

Report of the Bev. Mr. Sitgreaves, — I have just returned from 
tny excursion through Susquehanna county, and the gratification I 
derived from it would have been complete and unmingled, had I not 
been seized with a violent illness, which limited the extent of my 
tour. I am, however, fast recovering, and I take this earliest occa* 
sion to communicate to you the result of my observations. I should 
be very reluctant to express, what I think I have reason to believe, of 
the favourable prospects of our church in that quarter, were it not 
that 1 can confirm the justness of my impressions by Ihe decided tes- 
timony of Judge Scott, and of every one, indeed, acquainted with 
the true state of things. I am fully persuaded there is no better mis^ 
sionary ground in our Diocess. A large portion of the population 
is Episcopal, and Episcopal not from chance or accident, but from ^ 
the tiaining and culture of early years, and from subsequent 
inquiry and conviction. Those who have now attained mature 
age, passed the first period of their lives in Connecticut, at a time 
when the church was yet in its infancy, and stru^ling with 
a powerful opposition, and the prejudices of a century ; but 
when its principles were canvassed and brought to light, and men 
embraced them from the thorough approbation of their understand- 
ings and the impulses of their conscience. The Episcopalians of 
Susquehanna are in consequence more truly Episcopalian, and 
better acquainted with the history of the church, the nature of 
its institutions, the reasons upon which its peculiarities are found- 
ed, and the arguments by which they have been defended, than 
the members generally of any congregation I know any thing of 
out of the city, and perhaps I might say within the city too. In 
their hands are found the trial of Episcopacy, Skinner's Truth and 
Order, Bishop Seabury*s Sermons, Daubeny's Guide to the 
Church, Nelson's Festivals and Fasts, and other works, explana- 
tory of the tenets of the church, with the contents of which they 
are perfectly familiar ; the Wyalusing congregation have recently 
purchased Mosheim's Ecclesiastical History, and other writings, 
in which they will doubtless be soon well versed as in ^e old 
stock. Several of the Episcopalians of Susquehanna are gentle- 
men of liberal education ; and •thers even, who are comparatively 
most uncultivated, and uninformed in otlier subjects, are neverthe- 
less quite intelligent in church matters ; and so remarkable has 
been their adherence to the church, an adherence not arising from 
mere feeling and fancy and " liking," but produced by con- 
scientious inquiry and conviction, that there is no instance 
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among them of a derilection of early attachment^ though from 10 
to 40 years severed from the rest of their fellow Kpiscopaliant, 
deprived of the ministrations of their Clergymen, and surrounded 
by the solicitations of other sects. 

Hitherto nothing more has been done, than to excite their 
attention, awaken their dormant predilections, animate their zeal, 
and form their detached portions into organized congnegations': 
the very crisis has then, just now arrived, which demands pecu* 
liar and immediate attention. The aid have held firm by the 
fiiith of their fathers thus far through life ; but to the religious 
miod it is hard to dip unconnect^ with any Church; and 
unless the endearing offices of their own Clergy are renewed 
among them, they will soon pass, however reluctantly, into the 
pale of other denominations; and either bear their families along^ 
or weaken their present attachment : while the young y whose 
predbpositions have not as yet become fully confirmed by a suffir 
dent fiuniliarity with our services, are already detaching them- 
selves.from our number. 

In addition to this, there are many populous spots totally de- 
prived of the ministrations of any denomination, and still more, 
which enjoy only the occasional services of Itinerants. The 
nouth of the Tunehannock is surrounded by a populous settle* 
ment, but there is no Cl^gyman within 15 miles on that aide of 
the river, and the occasional preaching of some Baptist or Metho- 
dist is very rare at the {^ace. On the Tunehannock, about 10 
miles from its mouth, is a secluded valley, inhabited almost 
entirely by Episcopalians, who, for a few years past, have hefd a 
^^ reading meeting'' on the Sunday, and also kept up a small Sun«- 
day School, principally under the direction of Mr. Rose, ibrmeiiy 
a vestryman of Trinity Church, Easton, and yet this interesting 
spot has not been trod by the foot of an Episeopal Clergyman.— 
About 7 miles above Tunehannock, on the riv«*, around the 
residence of Mr. Hei^z, a gentleman of fortune and education, 
formerly of Philadelphia-^there is another little band, who, a few 
years ago, made their preparations for a *^ reading-meetii^g," 
which, however, was unfortunately frustrated by some sudden 
casualties. During my tour I baptized the 8 children of Mr. 
Heisz at his house, and received his assurances of liberad support 
to a missionary who would occasibnally officiate in his vicinity, 
which is but 10 miles from Sprinji^ille. Not long since there 
was also a reading meeting in the neighbourhood df Stiver Lake. 
Indeed there is scarcely a spot i^i the county in which, with 
proper pains and conduct, a small congregation might not readily 
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be formed. And t fervently hope and pray thia truly interesting 
qufirter may not lomt be un^ippiied with the services of an intelli- 
gent and steady cleigyman. 

The conicregatioii at Springville, where I preached repeatedly, 
have erected a commodious building, which they are compelled 
to use at present for the double purpose of a School House and a 
Church. Several gentlemen have recently come forward and 
taken a very active and zealous part in the Church affairs ; and it 
was with much satisfaction that I observed in the congregation 
the indications of real and increasing piety. I trust some zealous 
and interesting Missionary may soon be furnished them. 

At Wyalusing they are about commencing the building of their 
Church, which they propose to make not less than 30 feet by 40, 
and perhaps larger. The situation they have chosen is judicious 
and commanding, on an eminence overhanging the valley ; and 
there is great reason to believe, that when the edifice is com- 
pleted, and the services of the Church renewed, the entire sur- 
rounding population will become Episcopalian. " Reading Meet- 
ings^ are regularly held on Sundays, both here and at Spring* 
ville, and at this latter place, there is a Sunday School. The 
Wyalusing School will, I expect, shortly be re-commenced. At 
Springville I performed two Baptizms. The communion has 
been administered but once among the great body of Episcopa- 
lians in this county : this was last summer on the Wyalusing, 
when 19 members of our Church partook of the ordinance : four 
of these were from the SpriAgville congr^ation. A very large 
number are anxious to receive confirmation, and many, it is ex- 
pected, will, for that purpose, be at Wilkes-Barre at the time of 
the Bishop's anticipated visit. Many, it is also expected, will be 
there with the hope of participating once more in the communion. 

Such is the information my tour has afforded me, relative to the 
state of things in Susquehanna ; a representation, in which I ac- 
knowledge my feelings have betrayed themselves, but for the cor- 
rectness .of which, I can adduce the testimony of every one ac- 
quainted with the county : and I feel persuaded that a visit to thii 
truly interesting people, would produce in the feelings of every 
one, a similar impression to that which prevails in mine. I wish 
it were in my power to make to the Convention, and to the more 
fortunate Episcopalians of other parts, a persuasive appeal in favour 
of this quarter of our church. Can no one be found, who, anima- 
ted with that missionary spirit which prevails in Our sister diocess 
of New York, will penetrate into this new country, where grow- 
ing with its growth^ he will raise around him flourishing congre* 
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gations, who wiO bear to his garner the first fruits of their fields, 
and in love, in kindness, and in gratitude, repay him richly for 
all his labours? Susquehanna contains a population of 12,000, 
and yet possesses but ttvo resident clergymen, a baptist, and a me- 
thodist ! A very large portion of this population is Episcopal, and 
surely their claim upon the assistance of the church is very pecu-* 
liar and strong. 
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